
PERTH, Dec 17:
Australia beat England by

150 runs today to win the third
Test in Perth and reclaim the
Ashes from their bitter rivals,
with skipper Michael Clarke
hailing an "outstanding" effort.

England were all out for 353
on the final day at the WACA
Ground to hand the home side
an unbeatable 3-0 lead in the
five-match series.

It capped a remarkable turn-
around for Australia, who went
into the series just months after
a 3-0 Ashes loss in England.

"I don't really know what to
say. We've got them back, I
couldn't be happier," Clarke said
of the Ashes, which England
had held for the past three series.

"Credit to the team for how
they played: they were outstand-
ing."

Despite a determined rear-
guard action -- led by rookie
English batsman Ben Stokes,
whose maiden Test century
frayed Australian nerves -- the
home team ran through the
English tail after lunch to claim
a famous victory.

The Australians had won the
first two Tests in Brisbane and
Adelaide and secured the urn
when rejuvenated paceman
Mitchell Johnson claimed his
23rd wicket of the series to
remove Jimmy Anderson and
end the England second innings.

Although the Ashes have
been regained, Clarke said
Australia were targeting a 5-0
win in the series as they seek to
climb from fifth in the world
Test cricket rankings.

"We want to get back that
number one ranking," he said.

England captain Alastair
Cook praised the character of
Stokes and admitted the English
were starting to dream of the
impossible, but added that the
result reflected the series.

"Just when we got a partner-
ship going, we haven't managed
to turn it into big one," he said.

"We have been outskilled in
all aspects, and it is hard to say
that. They have been ruthless. It
hurts."

Set a record 504 to win,
England went to lunch on the
final day at 332-6, needing 172
more runs with four wickets in
hand and Stokes still at the
crease. (AGENCIES) 

JOHANNESBURG, Dec 17:

The thrashing in ODIs behind
them, India will be aiming to start
the post-Sachin Tendulkar era in
Test cricket on a positive note but
the task looks daunting as they
would be up against the world's
number one side South Africa in
the two-match series starting here
tomorrow.

At the Wanderers stadium,
after losing the three-ODI series
2-0, the visitors will be looking
to make their first mark on the
tour, in what will be a new era in
the annals of Indian cricket.

For this is the first Test
match for Team India following
the retirement of Sachin
Tendulkar. The Master Blaster

bid farewell after playing his
200th Test versus West Indies in
Mumbai, in what was an emo-
tional roller-coaster for the
entire nation's cricket fans.

Since then, six ODIs have
been played against the Windies
and here in South Africa. The
contrasting results in these two
series had taken some focus off
the issues emanating from
Tendulkar's retirement. Now,
they need to be addressed.

The first question to be
asked is who will bat at number
four? The true realisation of
Tendulkar's departure will dawn
when a new face comes in to bat
at the fall of the second wicket
during India's first innings in
this Test.

It probably will be Virat
Kohli, attempting to fill in the
big boots, an unenviable task
surely.

It fits the context of this Test
series. This is India's first over-
seas Test in nearly two years,
since their tour to Australia in
2011-12.

In 12 Tests at home there-
after, India won nine, lost two
and drew one, winning series
against New Zealand, Australia
and West Indies.

They lost a series to England
in between. Most importantly,
this long home season ensured
the transition with Tendulkar,
Rahul Dravid and VVS Laxman
departing the scene. (PTI)

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: SOS
HGS, Jammu celebrated its

Annual Sports Day in the school
premises with great zeal and fer-
vour here today.

The programme began

with the lighting lamp cere-
mony by Principal R K. Dhar.
The students presented cultur-

al programme on the
occasion. The students
of different classes par-
ticipated in various
sports events like 100
mtr, 200 mtr, 400 mtr,
800 mtr, 1500 mtr, races
long jump, short put,
discus throw were
organized in which stu-
dents participated with
great enthusiasm.

Speaking on the
occasion, the Principal
urged upon the students
to participate in all the
activities of the school
and said that sports play
a pivotal role for the
overall development of
the body. Later, the
Principal gave away

prizes to winners. The pro-
gramme came to an end with
the singing of National
anthem.

Excelsior Sports Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: GGM
Science College defeated
Government Degree College
(GDC), Kathua by (2-0) in the
Inter-Collegiate Tennis (Men)
Tournament, organized by the
Directorate of Sports and Physical
Education, University of Jammu
at University, here.

In singles, Rohit Bhat trounced
Ankush by (8-2), while in doubles
the duo of Rohit and Rahul Bandral
got better of the pair of Ankush and
Pushp Thakur by (8-3).

In another match, SPMR
College of Commerce got
walkover from MAM College.

The tournament is being
organized by the Directorate of
Sports and Physical Education.
University of Jammu, under the
overall supervision of Prof Dhian
S Bhau.

Prominent among others pres-
ent on the occasion were Dr Vinod
Bakshi, Nisha Sharma, Raj Kumar
Bakshi, Meena Gupta and Dr
Sonam Angchok.

The matches were officiated
by Ravish Vaid and Gagan Kumar.
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Sahai inaugurates Sanda
Cup Wushu C’ship

Excelsior Sports Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: ADGP
Armed, SM Sahai accompanied
by HK Lohia, Director SSG J&K
and president J&K Wushu
Association inaugurated the Sanda
Cup Wushu Championship at
Gulshan Ground, here today.

The 3-day Championship, is
being organized by J&K Wushu
Association and sponsored by
J&K Police.

Around 600 players from 12
districts of J&K State are partici-
pating in this mega event. 

Earlier, the welcome address
was presented by Mr Lohia and,
while Ranjeet Kalra later present-
ed the vote of thanks on the occa-
sion.

Prominent among others pres-
ent on the occasion were Dr
Ashutosh Sharma, Dr SM Bali, SP
Zahid Manhas, SP Majid, DySP
Rashid Malik and Principals of
various schools of district Jammu.

It is pertinent to mention here
that Wushu is a Chinese Martial
Art and priority sports in India.
Recently, Indian Wushu team
bagged 6 medals with 2 silver and
4 bronze in the 12th World
Championship at Malaysia and sil-
ver in the World Games at Cali in
Colombia. 

Today sub-junior boys weight

categories were in the fray.
In Under 30-31, Nitin Singh,

UDH and Bhanu Kumar, BPS
bagged gold and silver medal
respectively, while the bronze was
claimed by Akshay Kumar, KC
and Ashish Raina, UDH.

In Under-13 kg, Jaskaran
Singh and Aryan Verma clinched
gold and silver respectively, while
Vansh Jasrotia and Arun
Choudhary bagged bronze.

Below 26 gold went to
Priyanshu, while the silver was
claimed by Trish. The bronze
medals went to Daksh and
Abhinav. 

Mohinder, Adnan, Devansh
and Ankit claimed gold, silver and
bronze medals in below 22 catego-
ry respectively, while in below 16,
Garvit Mahajan bagged gold,
while the silver went to Nitin and
the bronze medals were bagged by
Saksham and Nitin.

Virat, Vivek, Kartik and
Himanshu Rawat claimed gold,
silver and bronze medals in below
15 respectively, while in below 18,
Manik and Gourav bagged gold
and silver respectively, while
Dhav Sharma and Rajeev clinched
bronze medals.

In below 20-25, Sarthak won
gold, Krishna got silver and the
bronze went to Arrav Vaid and
Sujal.   

Jubilant J&K Ranji Trophy team members posing for a group photograph alongwith support-
staff after thrashing Assam at GGM Science College Hostel Ground on Tuesday.

Samiullah plots Assam collapse
as J&K emerges table-topper

Excelsior Sports Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: All-rounder
Samiullah Beigh plotted collapse
of the Assam team by bagging all
4 wickets within 39 runs to bun-
dle-out the rivals for paltry 195
runs to guide Jammu and Kashmir
script a 9-wicket win and emerge
table-topper in Ranji trophy
Group-C at GGM Science
College, here today.    

Beigh grabbed remaining 4-
wickets in an impressive bowling
spell on the fourth and final morn-
ing in style. He ended with innings
figures of 6 for 42, his first five-
wicket haul in this Ranji season.
He has also been instrumental
with the bat throughout the season
so far, having a few half-centuries
in his kitty.  

Riding on Beigh’s early
onslaught, J&K skittled Assam out
for 195 before the home side bats-
men chased down the target of 32

runs by losing one wicket of con-
sistent opener Adil Reshi, to give
them their fourth win in six games.

Earlier, Assam began the
fourth and final day on a slippery
156 for 6 and they would have
hoped to find a way to salvage a
draw. Instead, Beigh struck
between the 46th and 54th overs to
bundle the visiting side out.

Assam’s second innings lasted
just 10.4 overs today and they
added 39 runs at the expense of
four wickets.

In reply, J&K achieved the
target in 6.2 overs by losing one
wicket, thus wasting their
chance of claiming the extra
bonus point.

Jammu and Kashmir collected
six points from their outright win,
while Assam got none. Now, J&K
stands at the top of Group-C Table
with 24 points in 6 matches, while
Himachal Pradesh have equal
number of points in 7 matches and

Maharashtra and Kerala have 22
and 19 points at number-3 and
number-4 slots respectively.
Jammu and Kashmir has two
games at hand against Hyderabad
and Tripura.

Meanwhile, the secret behind
J&K’s success is that the team is
showing coordination, cohesive-
ness and above all team spirit,
under the leadership of skipper
Parvez Rasool and the coaching of
Abdul Qayoom, once a poster boy
in J&K cricket and Mohd Ashraf
and Naveen Sharma, manager and
joint manager respectively.  

Brief Scores:
Jammu & Kashmir: 427 (Ian

Dev Singh 170) and 32 for 1 beat
Assam 263 and 195 (Abu Nechim
Ahmed 50; Samiullah Beigh 6/42)
by 9 wickets.

Points: Jammu & Kashmir 6,
Assam 0.

59th National School Games
Elaborate arrangements for comfortable

stay of visiting teams: DG Sports
Excelsior Sports Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: The
Department of Youth Services
and Sports is hosting 59th
National School Games, under
the auspices of School Games
Federation of India (SGFI) in
the Discipline of Volleyball
Under-14 Boys and Girls at MA
Stadium in Jammu from
December 19 to December 23,
2013.

This was informed by
Director General Youth Services
and Sports, Navin Aggarwal
while addressing media persons
at Conference Hall, MA
Stadium, here today.

He said 42 teams with 22
boys and 20 girls drawn from 22
States/UTs across the country
are participating in this sporting
extravaganza, vying for the top
honours. The participating
States include Andhra Pradesh,
CBSE, Chandigarh,
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Gujarat,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
IPSC, Jharkhand, Karnataka,
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Manipur, Punjab, Rajasthan,
Tamilnadu, Uttar Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Vidya Bharti, West

Bengal and host J&K.
A huge number of 502 bud-

ding volleyball champions of
various States with 261 boys
and 241 girls will be competing
in this mega sporting event.       

The Director General said
that the Girls teams will be
lodged at Youth Hostel Nagrota,
while the boys teams will be
lodged at Saraswati Dham, near
Railway Station, Jammu,
besides those teams which will
be having their own mess will
be lodged at Yatri Bhawan,
Bhagwati Nagar, Jammu.

Mr Navin Aggarwal said that
the organizers have made elabo-

rate transport, messing, medical
and security arrangements for
smooth and comfortable stay of
the visiting contingents.

He said for smooth and suc-
cessful conduct of the matches,
the organizers have prepared six
volleyball courts within the one
venue of MA Stadium, adding
that the matches will be officiat-
ed by a panel of experts drawn
from the Department of Youth
Services and Sports and the
School Games Federation of
India (SGFI). 

Meanwhile, about the
preparation of the host team,
the Director General said that
the team is well prepared as it
is going through a well organ-
ized coaching camp under the
supervision of experts of the
game, besides the players have
been going through a series of
tournaments, before been
selected in the State team. The
tournaments included Intra-
Murals, Inter-School, Inter-
Zone, Inter-District and Inter-
Division. Apart from these
tournaments, the players
received coaching at all levels
including ongoing Pre-
National coaching camp. 

Director General Youth
Services and Sports, Navin
Aggarwal and Joint Director,
Madan Lal addressing media
persons in Jammu on Tuesday. 

—Excelsior/Rakesh

J&K skaters who won bronze medal in 51st National Roller
Skating Championship held at Sirsa in Haryana. The team was
led by Jatin Sabharwal and other players included Ankush
Gupta, Gagan Singh Jamwal, Sanjeev Kumar, Rupinder Paul
Singh, Arvind Deep Singh, Ankush Kohli, Arnav Mahajan,
Vikram Gupta and Jugraaj Singh. Also seen in the picture is
president J&K Roller Skating Association, GS Khurmi.

Students of Supertech Kids Valley, Talab Tillo posing for a
photograph after winning 8 medals with 3 gold, 4 silver and 1
bronze medal in the 8th Gitokukai Karate Championship held at
Rotary Club, Gandhi Nagar, Jammu. The gold medals winners
included Harsirat Kour, Utkarsh Gupta and Sahnaya Gupta. The
silver medals were bagged by Aadhya Sharma, Sarthak
Mangotra, Taranpreet Singh and Samairah Kesar, while the
bronze medal was claimed by Aryan Bansal.

Students of KC Public School, who excelled in the Inter-
District Table Tennis Championship held recently. Ritvik Gupta
and Jhanvi Pandoh were the winners in Under-17 category,
while Shreya Mahajan was the runners-up in this category. In
Under-12 category Anant Rohmetra was the winner, while
Hanumant Sharma was the runners-up. Jhanvi Pandoh and
Shreya Mahajan emerged winners and runners-up in Under-14
category, while in Youth category, Ritvik Gupta and Jhanvi
emerged winners  

Inayat, Heena win
bronze in Taekwondo

Nationals
Excelsior Sports Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: J&K’s
Inayat Hussain and Heena Bali
clinched bronze medals in 59th
National School Games
Taekwondo Under-17 Boys and
Girls, being organized by the
Department of Education,
Government of Chhattisgarh,
under the aegis of School
Games Federation of India
(SGFI).

The 2 medalists are part of
the Jammu and Kashmir State
contingent, which has been
sponsored by the Department of
Youth Services and Sports
(DYSS), under the patronage of
the Director General Youth
Services and Sports, Navin
Aggarwal, who in a message
has congratulated the ace play-
ers and lauded the efforts of
their support staff.

Pratishtha Raina, student of
My Playway
Nursery School
(New National
H i g h e r
S e c o n d a r y
S c h o o l ) ,
Jammu, who

bagged second prize in the
‘Baby Show’, organized by
NGO “Support” in collabora-
tion with Indian Red Cross
Society. 

MIET organizes research
awards for faculty 

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: Model
Institute of Engineering and
Technology (MIET) today organ-
ized the Fifth Research Awards,
felicitating its faculty members
who have excelled in Research
and Development. 

Prof Desh Bandhu, Director
Colleges Development Council,
University of Jammu was the chief
guest on the occasion, while chair-
man MIER, Dr Arun K Gupta
presided over the function.
Director, MIER, Dr Renu Gupta
was the guest of honour. 

Other dignitaries present on
the occasion included Joint
Director MIER, Dr Adit Gupta,
Prof SK Sharma, Principal MIET
and Prof Ankur Gupta, Joint
Director, MIET. 

The research awards are a
novel initiative at MIET which
serve to recognize the achieve-
ments of the faculty members in
the field of Research and
Development. Under these awards
faculty members are provided
monetary incentives for producing
research papers, intellectual prop-
erty and undertaking specialized
projects. 

Prof Ankur Gupta, who is the
convener of the Research, Project
Development and Publications
committee, presented the report on
research activities at MIET. 

18 faculty members were
felicitated at the function for pro-

ducing 4 patents and 35 research
papers out of which 22 were pub-
lished in international peer-
reviewed journals and 13 appeared
in proceedings of international
conferences.

Over the last 5 years MIET
faculty has produced over 233
research papers including 61 in
international journals and 56 in
international conferences. Four
patents were also filed in this peri-
od by the MIET faculty in com-
puter science and information
technology. Three patents related
to cloud computing and one patent
was filed in software engineering.
In all 6 patents have been filed by
MIET at the Indian Patents and
Trademarks Office. 

Speaking on the occasion Prof.
Desh Bandhu described the
research awards organized by
MIET as unique and commend-
able. He hoped that other private
colleges would also adopt such
progressive best-practices to
encourage the faculty to excel in
this field. 

Principal, MIET, Prof S K
Sharma presented welcome
address, while Director, MIET, Dr
Renu Gupta, Chairman, MIER Dr
Arun K Gupta  also spoke on the
occasion.

The chief guest later handed
out certificates and monetary
incentives to the awardees. 

Ankit Sharma, Head,
Electrical Engineering presented
the formal vote of thanks.

Himalayan College
clinches 1st prize

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: In the
Inter-Collegiate One-Day stu-
dents' Conference in Physics
organized at Government PG
College Rajouri, the Himalayan
Degree College Rajouri bagged
1st prize.

Out of 12 participating can-
didates representing various
Government and Private Degree
Colleges, Shikha Khajuria, stu-
dent of BSc-IIIrd of Himalayan
Degree College Rajouri and
Aarushi Khajuria of Govt PG
College Rajouri stood first,
whereas  second position was
shared by Pooja Khajuria and
Meenakshi Sharma of the host
College and the third position
was shared by Khalil Ahmed
and Shayesta Lone of the same
College.

The Programme was
presided over by Prof (Dr) JA
Qazi, Principal Govt PG
College.

Tug-of-War competition in progress at RM College of
Education.

RM College holds 
Tug-of-War competition 

Excelsior Sports Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: Inter-
House “Tug-of-War” competi-
tion was held at RM Public
School, here today. 

The students showcased
their wonderful sportsman spirit
at their campus.

Students from 1st to 5th class
exhibited their talent in the
game. 

In Ist-A and Ist-B, Chenab
House secured Ist position,
Jhelum House secured IInd
position and Basantar House
secured IIIrd position. 

In 2nd and 3rd Class,
Basantar House secured first
position, Jhelum House secured

second position and Tawi House
secured 3rd position, whereas,
in 4th and 5th class Chenab
House secured first position,
Jhelum House secured second
position and Tawi House
secured third position.

Speaking on the occasion,
Principal Ravinder Kour and
Vice Principal Shashi Jamwal
highlighted the importance of
co-scholastic and non scholas-
tic activities in day to day life
and impressed upon the stu-
dents to take active part in
games during this schooling.
Administrator Meenakshi
Sharma and Coordinator
Meenakshi Pathania also spoke
on the occasion.

Inter-College Tennis Tournament 
Science College outplays GDC Kathua

SOS Hermann Gmeiner School 
celebrates Annual Sports Day

Winners posing for a group photo-
graph at SOS School in Jammu.

Quiz Competition
organised 

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: A Quiz
Competition was organised by
District Police Kishtwar under
Civic Action programme (CAP)
at DIET Kishtwar in which
teams from various School par-
ticipated. 

The questions put to the
teams included those of History,
General knowledge, Science
and Technology etc. 

Tariq Ahmed
Kohaja,Officiating Principal
DIET Kishtwar was the chief
guest on the occasion.

After four rounds of ques-
tioning, KV School
Kishtwar,Islimia Faridia Hr
Secondary School Kishtwar and
Govt Girls Hr Secondary
School Kishtwar were
decleared  as 1st, 2nd  and 3rd
respectively. The winners were
given medals and commenda-
tion certificates by the chief
guest.

Seminar on Women
Empowerment conducted

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 17: The
Inner Call, Forum for
Evolution, Development and
Awareness organized a sem-
inar on “Women
Empowerment” at
Government College for
Women, Parade, here today.

MLC Rani Beloria was the
chief guest on the occasion.

The students of college
highlighted the need for
empowerment of women and
enlisted the many Acts avail-
able that offer them
“RIGHTS” to make life more
progressive. The role of the
male counter parts in society
was also discussed along with

the importance of Woman as a
society builder.

Speaking on the occasion,
the chief guest shared her
experience with the students.

Earlier, welcoming the
chief guest and other digni-
taries the Chairperson of The
Inner Call, Roma Wani high-
lighted the achievements of
the forum in the field of edu-
cation, health, and domestic
life and the contribution
towards society.

Prominent among other
speakers were Pankaj Basotra;
Affan Yesvi, Secretary The
Inner Call; Dr Hemla
Aggarwal, Dr Sandya
Bhardwaj, Dr Shashi Koul and
Inam-Un-Nabi.

Daunting task at hands as
India take on SA today

Australia beat England to
win Test and reclaim Ashes

Patience need of the 
hour for Indian batsmen,

feels Gavaskar
NEW DELHI, Dec 17:

After a spineless show in the
ODI series against South Africa,
the famed Indian batting line-up
will have to adopt a patient
approach to make a contest out of
the two-match Test series, which
starts at Johannesburg here tomor-
row, feels former India skipper
Sunil Gavaskar.

The visiting Indian team,
ranked world number one in the
50-over format, were handed a
humiliating 100-plus run defeats
in the two ODIs by South Africa
to pocket the three-match series 2-
0, even as the third and final ODI
was washed out.

When Gavaskar was asked
what was the way forward, the
legendary opening batsman
tipped the Indians to come out
with a bang in the Test series.

"What I am confident about is
that India are a fast learning team.
They can pick up things pretty
quickly," Gavaskar said.

"The batting is going to be the
key and if Indian batsmen can
show some patience I think they
should come good."(PTI)


