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Shabir visits hospitals in Samba,
Kathua; meets dengue patients
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 9: Minister of
State for Health, Shabir Ahmed
Khan, today visited various hos-
pitals in Samba and Kathua dis-
tricts to take stock of treatment
being extended to dengue
patients.

Shabir interacted with the
patients and enquired them about
the medical facilities being pro-
vided in these hospitals.

The Minister visited Primary
Health Centre Bari Brahmana,
Government Emergency
Hospital Vijaypur, District
Hospital Samba, Sub District
Hospital Hiranagar and District
Hospital Kathua to know about
the status of dengue patients
there. He directed the doctors in
these medical institutions to
leave no stone unturned in
extending best medicare to the
patients.

The Minister was accompa-
nied by Commissioner Secretary
Health and Medical Education
Gazanfar Hussain, Director
Health Services Baljit Pathania,
Mission Director NRHM
Yashpal Sharma, Director AIDS
Control Madhu Khullar besides
other senior doctors.

While speaking on the occa-
sion, the Minister said that all
possible efforts are being taken
by the health functionaries to
combat this disease in the state.
He directed the concerned for
raising awareness among the
people about the disease besides
telling them in detail the preven-
tive measures.

Shabir said that teams with
anti-mosquito spray are visiting
the affected areas where positive
cases have been detected. They
are spraying insecticide for mos-
quito control in different areas

from where dengue cases have
been reported. He further said
samples are being collected in
designated hospitals, transported
by department and being tested at
tertiary-level laboratory. Besides,
treatment for dengue patients is

being provided at various hospi-
tals of Jammu division.

He, however, added that com-
plicated cases are being treated in
Government Hospital, Gandhi
Nagar, Sarwal, and Government
Medical College, Jammu.

At Hiranagar Sub District
hospital, the Minister asked the
concerned to seek explanation
from CMO, Kathua, for lack of
required healthcare facilities
especially for dengue patients in

the institution. He also imposed
fine of Rs. 1000 on BMO
Hiranagar for laxity on his part
towards his duties.

Later, he convened a meet-
ing at district hospital Kathua to
review the situation arisen due

to the spread of Dengue besides
discussing measures to further
streamline functioning of health
institutions to deal with the situ-
ation effectively.

District Development
Commissioner, Kathua, was
also present on the occasion.

The Minister also inspected
pace of progress on new block
being constructed in DH Samba
at an estimated cost of Rs. 11
crore.

3 yrs RI to 2 brothers in
attempt to murder case

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 9: Principal
Sessions Judge Jammu, Kartar
Singh today awarded three
years rigorous imprisonment to
Faryad Ali and Jamal Din of
Raipur Morh Domana after 20
years trial and investigation.

According to the police case,
on June 27, 1993 the com-
plainant Shambo Nath was
admitted in an injured condition
in the hospital where his state-
ment was recorded by the SHO
in which he stated that the
accused were having enmity with
him over a piece of land and
Saleema, wife of Alam Din had
filed an FIR against him under
the provisions of Section 354
RPC. On the fateful day, the vic-
tim was shot at by the accused
persons.

After hearing Special Public
Prosecutor LK Sharma with
Advocate Vishal Sharma appear-
ing for the State whereas Senior
Advocate Sunil Sethi for the
accused, Principal Sessions Judge
acquitted four accused as prose-
cution failed to prove the charges
against them. However, the court
convicted Faryad Ali and Jamal
Din and awarded three years RI
and fine of Rs 10,000 each.

Gujjars observe strike, take out rally
against JMC for destroying milk

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 9: A large
number of milk suppliers
belonging to Gujjar community
today observed a total strike,
took out a rally and blocked
Tawi Bridge in protest against
the Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) which they
alleged was unnecessarily
harassing them. The protestors
were also demanding hike in
price of milk in view of rising
prices of feed and fodder.

The protest demonstration
was organized by Doodhi Gujjar
Association (DGA). The
Gujjars also hampered move-
ment of vehicular traffic for
about one hour at Tawi bridge
after squatting on the road and
spilling canes of milk in river
Tawi as a mark of protest. 

DC Jammu Ajit Kumar
Sahoo held a meeting with lead-
ers of protesting Gujjars and
assured them that a possible solu-
tion will be found to the issue,
however the protesting Gujjars
were not satisfied with it and
decided to continue the strike.

To foil the Gujjars protest, the
administration had also deployed
several contingents of police still
they (Gujjars) assembled outside
the Press Club here and moved
towards the Tawi bridge in the
shape of a rally amidst shouting
anti JMC slogans.

The protestors alleged that
their milk is being regularly
destroyed by the JMC officials
just to harass them for the
unknown reasons and the price
of milk is too meager that they
are unable to survive and feed
their cattle as cost of fodder has
increased manifold.

While briefing to media per-
sons Faizal, a leader of DGA said
that the JMC officials are irra-
tionally harassing the milk sellers
by spilling their milk on the name
of adulteration which is not true.

He further said that where the
prices of cattle fodder and feed is
sky touching contrary to it the
price of milk is minimal resulting
heavy financial loses to the milk
sellers who are mostly Gujjars.

Meanwhile, milk supply in
various parts of the city
remained affected due to
Gujjars strike today.

Jameel Choudhary president
DGA has said that none of the
demands were accepted hence
strike will continue.

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 9: 24x7 Road
Assistance Private Limited
today opened its new office "Nu

Look Automobiles" at
Ambphalla.

The company provides vari-
ous facilities to its registered
customers, which includes free
on road service and repair, key
lockout opening, free car to car

towing to nearest service sta-
tion, on spot rectification of
electrical and mechanical break
downs, tyre change facility, fuel
refilling services, etc.

The franchisee
office was inaugurated
by Atam Kour Nagpal
in presence of
Company Directors
Sumit Mishra, Jatin
Vashisht and Sales
Head Sumit Khanna.

On the occasion,
Shammi Nagpal,
Proprietor, Nu Good
Will Automobiles
highlighted about the
round the clock facili-
ties being provided by
the company to
Jammuities  for the
past three years with
service areas upto

L a k h a n p u r - U d h a m p u r -
Sunderbani-RS Pura and entire
Jammu city area with a nominal
membership fee.

Company Directors assured
more efficient services in future
with exciting offers.

Para-Medical students hold
protest demonstration

Excelsior Correspondent

POONCH/RAJOURI, Oct 9:
Para-Medical students held
protest demonstration at Poonch
and Rajouri towns against the
State Health authorities today.

A large number of  students,
including girls undergoing vari-
ous para-medical training courses
assembled at Parade Ground,
Poonch and took out a protest
march in the city. They were
protesting against the State Health
authorities for shifting their
examination centre from Poonch
to Jammu this year. Earlier, the
exam used to be held at Poonch.
They were shouting slogans
against the Minister in-charge
Health and senior officers in the
department.  

After passing through various
markets they reached the office of
Deputy Commissioner and sub-
mitted a memorandum to him
demanding that their exam be
conducted at Poonch only and not
in Jammu as per old practice.
Later, they culminated their
protest at Pritam Park.  A few of
them also addressed the gathering.

Similar, protest demonstration
was held at Rajouri by the Para-
Medical students who were also

opposing decision of the State
Health authorities to shift their
examination center to Jammu.
The under trainees assembled
outside the office of  Chief
Medical Officer Rajouri  under
the leadership of Atul Bali and
submitted a memorandum to him.
Later, they moved to the office of
Deputy Commissioner F C
Bhagat and also submitted anoth-
er memorandum projecting their
demand of conducting exams at
district headquarters as it will be
very hard for the students of far
flung areas to stay at Jammu and
appear in the exam. Many of them
were very poor and have not even
visited Jammu so far.  The DC
assured them to take up issue with
the concerned higher authorities.
Later, holding protest demonstra-
tion for some time they dispersed.

Excelsior Correspondent

RAJOURI, Oct 9 :
Divisional Commissioner,
Jammu, Shantmanu, convened a
meeting to review the physical
and financial achievements
under different schemes for the
current fiscal in district Rajouri,
here today.

The Divisional

Commissioner took a detailed
review of achievements under
various sectors and asked the
concerned departments to expe-
dite the ongoing projects for
timely completion.

Threadbare discussion was
held on various other develop-
mental schemes such as up gra-
dation of Hamilton Bridge by
way of replacement with double
lane plate girder decking and
release of matching state share
for certain NABARD schemes

at different phases.
District Development

Commissioner, Rajouri, F. C.
Bhagat, informed the meeting
that an expenditure of Rs.16.56
crore has been expended under
the capital component and
Rs.10.11 crore have been uti-
lized under the revenue compo-
nent. He also apprised that an

amount of Rs. 6 crore is
required to clear the land com-
pensation cases of R&B depart-
ment.

The DDC also apprised of
the damages caused to public
properties and infrastructure due
to heavy rains and floods
occurred in August.

SDM Nowshera, ACR,
Chief Planning Officer and
other district officers of various
departments were present.

Dewan lays foundation stone of Hostel
Block of Hotel Management Institute
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Oct 9: Union
Secretary for Tourism, Parvez
Dewan today laid the founda-
tion stone of Hostel Block at
Indian Institution of Hotel
Management, Raj Bagh. 

Commissioner Secretary,
Tourism and Culture, Atal
Dulloo and Deputy
Commissioner, Srinagar, Farooq
Ahmed Shah were present on
the occasion.

Speaking on the occasion,
Dewan said that Ministry of
Tourism has sanctioned an
amount of Rs. 726.30 lakh for
the construction of Hostel Block
of Institute of Hotel
Management Catering
Technology & Applied
Nutrition.  

The infrastructure to be
raised and provided the facilities

to students include language
Lab, Laundry, Board Room and
Hostel Support Services.

Union Secretary directed the
PWD (R&B) to complete the
project within stipulated time
frame so that the construction
work benefits the students and
the courses scheduled to be
taught are started at proper time. 

The R&B Department had
submitted the estimated cost of
Rs 7.35 crore and accordingly
the administrative approval was
given to the construction
agency. 

Mr Parvez stressed upon the
construction agencies to com-
plete the work with zeal and
dedication, and further said
there is no shortage of funds,
however he impressed upon the
executing agency to utilize the
funds judiciously.  

Dignitaries posing for photograph
after inaugurating 24x7 Road Assistance
Private Limited office at Ambphalla on
Wednesday.

Minister of State for Health, Shabir Ahmed Khan interacting
with a dengue patient on Wednesday.

Gujjars protesting at Jammu on Wednesday. -Excelsior/Rakesh

Divisional Commissioner Jammu chairing a meeting at
Rajouri on Wednesday.

Union Secretary for Tourism, Parvez Dewan laying founda-
tion stone of Hostel Block at Rajbagh on Wednesday.

UGC regulation on capping included in
Council agenda despite JUTA protest

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 9:
Notwithstanding the vociferous
opposition of Jammu
University Teachers
Association, the University

Council- apex decision taking
body of JU is all set to approve
the controversial UGC amend-
ed regulation 2013 capping the
total API score claimed by the
teachers for promotion.

According to official
sources, the Council meetings
of Jammu University as well as
Kashmir University, which are
scheduled to be held separately
on October 11, are likely to
approve the amended regula-
tion on capping as both the var-
sities have included the item in
their respective agenda for the
meeting on direction of the
Governor House.

However, sources added,
there is a difference between
the language used by both the
universities for recommending
the item in their respective
agenda.

While the language used by
KU is very moderate suggest-
ing that the amendment would
be examined in the meeting of
Deans for its liberal interpreta-

tion before implementation, the
JU on the other hand is learnt to
have proposed for adopting the
regulation on capping with
effect from October 11, sources
explained.

"The Kashmir University
Teachers Association had taken
up the matter with the KU Vice
Chancellor who assured us that
he would try his best to con-
vince the Council not to go for
immediate implementation of
the amendment as it adversely
affects promotion prospects of
the teachers," informed  JUTA
president Prof Mohd Yousuf
Ganai to the Excelsior on
phone.

However, on the other hand,
Jammu University Teachers
Association (JUTA) is up in the
arms against the University
administration for its alleged
anti-teachers attitude by being
in haste over implementation
of the amended regulation.

As per its announcement,
the JUTA today began two-day
strike and boycotted the class
work besides observing a dhar-
na in front of the Vice
Chancellors' Secretariat on the
campus. 

Addressing the dharna,

JUTA president Prof J P Singh
Joorel alleged that the Jammu
University has shown excep-
tional interest for the imple-
mentation of amended guide-
lines without deliberating its
effects on the teaching fraterni-
ty at any platform. 

"UGC guidelines of cap-
ping should have been dis-
cussed within the University
and then taken to the appropri-
ate bodies for its adoption by
giving sufficient time to the
faculty members to get
acquainted and accordingly
pursue their teaching and
research on the quality side,"
he said.

Criticizing the University
actions, other teachers, while
speaking at the protest,
denounced the pro-active
approach of the University in
implementing harsher part of
the guidelines foresaking the
provisions of the guidelines
which are incorporated to pro-
vide incentives and give moti-
vation to teachers to constantly
raise the bar of efficiency in
teaching and research.

Prof Dalip Singh Jamwal,
who is the teacher representa-
tive in the University Council,
assured the JUTA members that
he would effectively see it that
reservations of the teaching
community on the matter will
be put fourth before Council
and the controversial amend-
ment is not allowed  to be
implemented without serious
deliberations within the univer-
sity as it affects the quality of
teaching and research in gener-
al and the career prospects of
the teaching fraternity in par-
ticular which has already taken
the toll because of the introduc-
tion of the API scheme.

Others who addressed the
dharna, included Prof S K
Khosa, Prof Yash Pal Sharma,
Dr K S Charak, Dr Virender
Koundal, Dr Ramni Gupta,
Prof Abha Chouhan, Dr
Vishwa Raksha, Dr P B K S
Baba, Prof Taj-ud-Din, Dr
Jaspal Singh. 

As per the UGC amended
regulation 2013, there will be
capping in relation to the total
API score claimed by the can-
didate for promotion.  The cap-
ping over score on research
papers, research publications,
research projects, research
guidance and training courses
is 30 percent, 25 percent, 20
percent, 10 percent and 15 per-
cent, respectively.

According to the teachers in
JU as well as KU, majority uni-
versities, including JNU and
Delhi University have not
implemented the new regula-
tion as there are some inherent
flaws in the same.    

Teacher associations in var-
ious universities are also learnt
to have taken up the matter
with their all India level body
for approaching the UGC and
seeking reconsideration of the
controversial amendment.

JUTA members protesting against UGC amended regulation
2013 on Wednesday. -Excelsior/Rakesh

Div Com reviews progress
on different schemes

‘Self-styled’ adventurism flopped
Re-union must to launch
fresh offensive: SGEJAC
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 9: While criti-
cizing some leaders of JCC to
go ahead alone for self-adven-
turism, State Government
Employees Joint Action
Committee (SGEJAC) has
called upon all the cadre and
employees’ representatives to
feel the pulse of the situation
and come forward for re-union
to launch fresh and collective
offensive against the
Government which has gone for
suppressing the voice of the
trade unionists and putting them
in jails. 

Senior leaders of  the SGE-
JAC including Sushil Sudan,
Subash Verma, Suresh Sharma
while reviewing the situation
arising out of  aggressive pos-
tures  adopted by State
Government towards demands
of the employees in a meeting
held today, severely criticized
the role  and style of functioning
of some JCC leaders which had
led to present stalemate between
the Government  and the
employees. The said the SGE-
JAC is of the opinion that unless
and until all the groups are unit-
ed, any attempt for going to
strike would amount to near
‘suicidal’ and ultimately it hap-
pened, resulting into the frustra-
tion among the employees.          

They pointed out that over
ambitious approach, going
ahead alone, ignoring the princi-
ple of unity  and self-styled
adventurism have landed these
leaders of the JCC in the present
mess. The approach of these
leaders has proved detrimental
to the trade union movement in
the State. 

“Under such circumstances
it is need of the hour to regroup
ourselves  and launch fresh and
a united offensive against the
Government. Let all of us pool
our heads for the sake of unity
and revival of true trade union
movement  in the State which
has been weekend by the vested

interests in the movement,” they
maintained. 

While dismissing the state-
ment of the Finance Minister
Abdul Rahim Rather, these sen-
ior trade unionists alleged that
Mr Rather was trying to mislead
the general masses. Infact,
despite having written agree-
ment, the Government itself has
backed out and is deliberately
overlooking the demands like
framing of a fresh policy  for
regularization of daily wagers,
contractual, consolidated and
adhoc employees as there is no
policy for those appointed after
1994, removal of  pay anom-
alies of clerks and allied cadre,
qualifying service at par with
the Centre, increase in Medical
allowance, release of DA, pay
arrears  and budgetary support
to PSUs.  

They further demanded that
all the arrested trade unionists
be released unconditionally, and
the Govrnment should agree to
all the demands including age
enhancement for retirement,
withdrawal of ESMO and call-
ing all the stake holders for talks
if any in future. 

Prominent among others
included Darshan Magotra,
Prem Singh Bawa,  K C Dubey,
Yash Pal Sharma, Vinod
Sharma, Devinder Singh, Rinku
Gill, Ashok Singh, Mohan
Singh, Suman Sharma, Kapil
Bakshi, Aijaz Kazmi, Sanjeev
Bali, Mohd Farooq and
Rameshwar Sharma.

BJP, VHP leaders’ talks with
Admn fail, strike to continue

Excelsior Correspondent

RAJOURI, Oct 9: While
the meeting of  several leaders
of BJP, BJYM, VHD, Sanatan
Dharam Sabha and other
organizations remained
unfruitful with the Divisional
Commissioner and IGP Jammu
besides other senior officers in
the administration here this
evening.   

The meeting which was
convened by the Divisional
Commissioner Jammu
Shantmanu in presence of IGP
Jammu Zone, Rajesh Kumar,
Deputy Inspector  General of
Police  Rajouri-Poonch Danish
Rana, Dy Commissioner
Rajouri F C Bhagat, SP
Mubassar Latiffi and others,
was organized to resolve the
issue of on going bandh in
Rajouri and break deadlock.  

During three-hour long
meeting, various speakers
including senior BJP leaders
Kuldip Raj Gupta, Vivodh
Gupta, Yogesh Sharma, Satpal
and Jagveer  Gupta from VHP,
Ranjit Tara from BJYM,
Dinesh from SD Sabha and
Rajinder Gupta former presi-
dent of MC Rajouri presented
their view point and strongly
demanded that FIR registered
against the nine youth includ-
ing BJYM district president
and other activists be with-
drawn  and those involved in
the attack on RSS activists be
arrested. While the senior offi-
cers remained non-committal

over the demand, these leaders
later told the newspersons that
bandh in the town would con-
tinue till their demand is met. 

The second round of meet-
ing was held with the members
of Muslim Welfare
Association Rajouri including
Mohd Aslam, Abdul Qayoom
Dar,  Haji Rashid Lone, Iqbal
Bhat and Shafi Dar besides
some relatives of the two
brothers allegedly attacked by
BJYM activists and other
youth on October 4. They pre-
sented their view point and
demanded that FIR should not
be dropped and all those
involved in the murderous
attack on two brothers should
be brought to justice. They
also demanded security for
three families residing in
Naban Mohalla and said that
law should do its job fairly.
The meeting lasted for about
an hour. 

Senior BJP leader Kuldip
Raj Gupta when contacted said
that talks with the administra-
tion remained inconclusive.
There was no positive assur-
ance from  the senior officers
over the demand. Therefore, it
was unanimously decided to
go ahead with Rajouri bandh
tomorrow.       

Meanwhile, Hindu Jagaran
Manch in its meeting held in
Jammu under the chairman-
ship of Ram Pal Sharma con-
demned the incident of Rajouri
and harassment to the mem-
bers of  one community by
police and demanded that fair
investigation be conducted.

15 days judicial
remand of 2

accused granted
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 9: Special
Municipal Magistrate Jammu,
V S Bhou today granted 15 days
judicial remand of Girdhari Lal
Koul and Rajinder Kapoor, who
are allegedly involved in the
case of sexual exploitation of
the mentally challenged girls at
Rotary Inner Wheels Home at
Channi Rama.

Accordingly, they were sent
to District Jail Amphalla.

Supply milk as per
Food Safety Act: CCI

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 9: Chamber
of Commerce and Industries
(CCI) today appealed the milk
suppliers to supply milk as per
Food Safety and Standards Act.

In a statement, Arun Gupta,
Secretary General, CCI con-
demned the attack on the Health
Officer of Jammu Municipal
Corporation (JMC) by some
spurious milk suppliers.

He said that corporation
officials, shopkeepers and milk
sellers should devise a formula
so that things are settled
smoothly especially during the
festival season so that the peo-
ple do not suffer.

24x7 Road Assistance Pvt Ltd
opens office at Ambphalla


