
DAILY EXCELSIOR, JAMMU THURSDAY, AUGUST 14, 2014 (PAGE 3)

Governor calls for further improvements
in Shri Amarnathji Yatra

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Aug 13:
Governor N. N. Vohra, lauded the
excellent synergy and very high
level of coordination among the
State Govt., Army, Central Police
Forces, JK Police, Shrine Board
and each of the concerned State
Government Departments, agen-
cies and local stakeholders
involved with the management of
Shri Amarnathji Yatra-2014. 

He also thanked the people at
large for their valuable support for
ensuring the smooth and peaceful
conduct of this arduous pilgrim-
age. He also conveyed his thanks
to Mian Altaf Ahmad, Minister for
Forests and Environment, and
Rafi Ahmad Mir, who are the
Members of the State Legislative
Assembly from Kangan and
Pahalgam Constituencies, respec-
tively, for their continuous support

to the conduct of the Yatra.
The Governor appreciated the

good work done by the agencies
involved in clearing the 2-3 feet
deep snow accumulation at
Sheshnag Yatra Camp site which
made it possible to start the Yatra
from the Chandanwari route from
July 2, onwards. 

The Governor was addressing
the Post-Yatra 2014 review meet-
ing which was followed by a felic-
itation function at Raj Bhavan
here today. 

The Governor observed that
Post Yatra Review Meetings have
been convened every year, for the
past five years, immediately after
the culmination of the Yatra, with
a view to bringing about progres-
sive improvements in the manage-
ment of the coming Yatras, based
on the experiences gained and
feed-back gathered. 

On the basis of the feedback
received from the Camp Directors,
the Governor asked Rakesh K.
Gupta, Chief Executive Officer
(CEO), Shrine Board, to initiate
action to prepare camp-wise and
route-wise action plans for Yatra
2015, on a time-bound basis, par-
ticularly focusing on the require-
ments of medicare, water and
power supply, sanitation, environ-
ment protection, accommodation
and all other required facilities.  

The Governor, who is
Chairman of the Shri Amarnathji
Shrine Board, presented certifi-
cates and mementoes to each of
the officers attending the Meeting,
as a token of the Board's apprecia-
tion and thanks for their valuable
support for the smooth conduct of
the current year's Yatra. 

Speaking on the occasion,
Mian Altaf Ahmad, Minister for
Forests and Environment, compli-
mented the Governor and the
Shrine Board for the smooth con-
duct of Yatra 2014. 

Rakesh K. Gupta, CEO, gave
details of the measures which
were taken for providing the
required facilities for Yatra 2014. 

The issues which were
reviewed during the meeting
included:bringing further
improvements in the existing sys-
tem of registration of Yatris and
Assess Control Measures at the
Chandanwari and Domel Access
Control Gates; functioning of
Medical Aid Centres; sanitation
arrangements at the various Camp
locations; functioning of Langars
and other services. Other issues
that came under discussion includ-
ed operation of helicopter servic-
es; services rendered by BSNL;
Disaster Management arrange-
ments; services rendered by vari-
ous other departments and agen-
cies and the scope for improve-
ments therein.

Thambidurai elected
Dy Speaker

NEW DELHI, Aug 13:

M Thambidurai, leader of
AIADMK in Parliament, was
unanimously elected as Lok
Sabha's Deputy Speaker today,
making him the first leader to
occupy the post twice.

67-year-old AIADMK leader
was elected to the post after a
motion, moved by Home
Minister Rajnath Singh and sec-
onded by External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj sup-
porting him, was carried by
voice vote amid thumping of
desks from all sides.

Thambidurai, who was
Deputy Speaker from 1985 to
1989, was the only candidate to
file nominations for the post
before yesterday's deadline. 11
parties in the ruling and the
Opposition benches including
BJP and Congress supported
him.

A five-term member,
Thambidurai represents Karur

constituency in Tamil Nadu and
his party is the second largest
party in the Opposition after
Congress.

While there were 12 other
similar motions moved by lead-
ers of Congress, Trinamool
Congress, BJD, Shiv Sena, TDP,
TRS, AIADMK, LJP and NCP,
they became infructuous after
the one moved by Rajnath Singh
and Swaraj, "that Dr M
Thambidurai, a member of this
House, be chosen as the Deputy
Speaker of this House", was
adopted.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi described Thambidurai as
a "multi-faceted personality"
and thanked all parties, especial-
ly those in the Opposition, to
have made his unanimous elec-
tion possible.(PTI)

JU to hold special 
convocation on Sept 16

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 13:  Jammu
University is going hold a spe-
cial convocation on September
16, 2014, for award of degrees
and prizes to the students who
passed examinations during
2006-2012. 

This will be the second con-
vocation within a fortnight as
JU is holding its 14th
Convocation on September 1,
2014 in which the students who
have passed the examinations in
the year 2013 shall be awarded
degrees, medals, prizes and cer-
tificates of merit. 

During the last few days, a
number of representations were
received from former students,
who had passed examinations
during the period 2006-2012,
requesting that they may also be
included for award of degrees,
medals, prizes and certificates
of merit at the next
Convocation. 

In view of these representa-
tions, JU made a request to the
Chancellor for allowing the
University to hold a Special
Convocation for award of
degrees and prizes to the stu-
dents who had passed out dur-
ing 2006-12. The  Chancellor
consulted the matter with Pro-
Chancellor in the matter fol-
lowing which a decision was
taken  to hold a Special

Convocation on September 16,
2014, for award of degrees and
prizes to the students who
passed examinations during
2006-2012. 

The University is taking
necessary action to inform the
former students and making
arrangements for the Special
convocation.

Minister not to lead Scientists'
delegations abroad: Dr Jitendra

Excelsior Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Aug 13 :  Dr
Jitendra Singh, Union Minister
of State (Independent Charge) for
Science & Technology and Earth
Sciences, MoS in Prime
Minister's Office (PMO),
Personnel, Public Grievances
and Pensions, Space & Atomic
Energy, stated in the Lok Sabha
today that one of the earliest
decisions taken by him after
assuming the charge of Ministry
of Science & Technology was
that the Minister, that is, he him-
self will not lead any delegation
of scientists abroad to a foreign
country unless it is absolutely
essential for reasons of policy
decision or related issues.The
statement was received with
applause and thumping of desks
from members across party lines
including the opposition bench-
es.

In reply to the questions of
senior Congress Member Shashi
Tharoor regarding foreign col-
laboration in the field of Science
& Technology, Dr Jitendra Singh
said, several new initiatives have
been taken in this direction. In
this context, he referred to the
visit of Japanese Minister of
Science & Technology to India
on August 5, during which, the
setting up of a Bio-technology
and Life Sciences Centre in India
was proposed and the visiting
Minister had readily agreed. On

the pattern of European
Economic Union, Dr Jitendra
Singh said , he had muted the
idea of having an Indo-French
Science Society.

Referring to the collaboration
with United Kingdom, Dr
Jitendra Singh informed that the
"Newton programme" in collabo-
ration with UK had been, at our
suggestion, renamed as
"Newton- Bhabha Programme"
to commemorate the memory of
great Indian Scientist Homi
Bhabha.

Dr Jitendra Singh said that
one of the world's most presti-
gious international Science con-
ferences called the "Carnidge
Meet" will be for the first time
held in India in 2015 in response
to a proposal from his Ministry.
We have also offered to hold the
first ever Commonwealth
Conference on Science &
Technology at Bengaluru in
November this year, he added.

In response to another query
by Shashi Tharoor as to why the
percentage of over-all Science
publications in India was low in
comparison to other countries, Dr
Jitendra Singh said that the situa-
tion is fast improving and today
India stands at position No.7 in
the world in terms of number of
scientific papers published from
any country and his Ministry has
chalked out a road map to soon
achieve 6th position in the world
in the area of basic sciences.

334 transgressions 
by PLA

NEW DELHI, Aug 13:

The Chinese Army has trans-
gressed the Sino-Indian border
334 times this year and a total of
1,278 times between 2010-13,
Rajya Sabha was informed today.

Minister of State for Home
Kiren Rijiju said the People's
Liberation Army transgressed the
border 334 times till August 4,
2014, 411 times in 2013, 426
times in 2012, 213 times in 2011
and on 228 occasions in 2010.

"However, there are cases of
transgression due to difference in
perception of Line of Actual
Control," he said in reply to a
written question.

Rijiju said the Indo Tibetan
Border Police, the border guard-
ing force deployed on Sino-
Indian border, has reported one
transgression in Dorjila in 2013
and one transgression in Naku
area in 2014 in Sikkim.

The Minister said no "intru-
sion" has been reported or taken
place along India-China border,
including Sikkim, during the last
five years. (PTI)

Police books 3 WhatsApp
group admins for

spreading rumours
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Aug 13:
Police booked three
WhatsApp group admins for
airing rumours and fabricated
information to the people.

A police spokesman police
has registered FIRs under
Section 66/IT Act bearing
numbers 163/2014 in Budgam,
217/2014, in Baramulla and
198/2014 in Pulwama and
booked three WhatsApp group
admins, Javed Ahmad, Syed
Tahir Bukhari and Raja Hilal
from Budgam, Baramulla and
Pulwama respectively for air-
ing rumours and fabricated
information that could create
disturbances and vitiate peace.

He said investigation into
various updates and posts that
have surfaced on the
WhatsApp and other social
Networking sites is going on,
adding, more arrests are
expected.

DB issues various directions in
PIL filed by Bar Association

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 13: In a Public
Interest Litigation (PIL) filed by
Bar Association Jammu seeking
various development activities
around court complex, Division
Bench of High Court comprising
Justice Virender Singh and Justice
Tashi Rabstan today issued various
directions to the State including
release of Rs one crore in the
favour of Jammu and Kashmir
Projects Construction Corporation
for construction of lawyers' cham-
ber.

"As far as construction of
lawyers' chambers is concerned,
out of approved project cost of Rs
10.17 crore, an amount of Rs 8
crore has been released in the
favour of JKPCC, the executing
agency, up to September 5, 2013
and that the balance amount of
Rs.2.17 crore has been projected in
the Annual Plan for 2014-15", said
the compliance report filed by the
State, adding "since the State Plan
has not been approved by the
Planning Commission of India
funds have not been released by the
Union Finance Ministry for the
year 2014-15 as such the State is
not in a position to release the funds
for completion of the project".

Senior Advocate D C Raina,
appearing for the  JKPCC, said, in
the updated status report, that
because of non release of funds to
JKPCC, it would be difficult for
the executing agency to achieve
the target date---December, 2014
to complete the project in all
respect.

Senior Advocate MK
Bhardwaj appearing for Bar
Association stated that virtually
the construction of chambers at

Jammu Wing has come to halt
because of paucity of funds as
such some directions were
required to be passed.

Senior Additional Advocate
General Gagan Basotra appearing
for the State sought some time to
have the latest instructions with
regard to the revised project cost
submitted by the executing agency
to the State to know as to whether
the revised project cost was
approved by the State or not. 

On this, Division Bench
directed the State to release Rs 1
crore forthwith to JKPCC, as
release of this amount falls within
the pre-revised project cost of
Rs.10.17 crore. "Any delay in
releasing the amount to JKPCC by
the State will be taken very seri-
ously", the DB said, adding "com-
pliance report in this regard shall
be submitted by Secretary Law &
Justice within two weeks before
Registrar Judicial".

Senior Advocate MK
Bhardwaj also pointed out that a
direction was also issued to
Municipal Commissioner JMC to
ensure regular supply of drinking
water within the court premises.
"No doubt the regular supply of
drinking water has been ensured
but the water is contaminated and

if consumed can cause many prob-
lems to the lawyers and litigants",
he said.

He stated that he has requested
the Municipal Corporation to
install Aqua Guard at five places
where water coolers have already
been installed so that public at
large would get pure drinking
water. 

Upon this, Division Bench
expected that JMC would respond
to the request of Bar Association
in a positive manner that too with-
out any delay.

Advocate S S Nanda appear-
ing for the JMC assured Division
Bench that he would take up this
issue with JMC for a positive
response. 

Malhotra issues 
provisional calendar

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Aug 13:
Chairman, J&K Legislative
Council, Amrit Malhotra today
issued provisional calendar for the
sittings of 111th Session of the
House.

According to the calendar,
Government Business would be
taken up on August 25, 27,, 28 and
30, on 26th Private Members Bills,
and on August 29 Private
Members Resolutions would come
up for discussion. 


