
Sanjeev Pargal

JAMMU, Feb 17: Finance
Minister Abdul Rahim Rather
said today that the State has
proposed an equal plan com-
ponent of Rs 7300 crores for
next financial year like the
current year but added that
the Government would try
and persuade the Planning
Commission of India for an
increase.

He said the Government has
proposed a total plan outlay of
Rs 11,900 crores including Rs
7300 crores worth annual plan,
Rs 600 crores under Prime
Minister’s Re-construction Plan
and Rs 4000 crores under the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes.

Replying to debate on the
budget in the Legislative
Assembly this afternoon, the
Finance Minister said he was
proposing the low annual plan
for next financial year but the
State Government would push
for more.

“I have kept the annual plan
for next financial year of 2014-
15 exactly at the level of current
fiscal year of 2013-14,’’ he said,
adding the State would propose
Rs 600 crores under the PMRP

and Rs 4000 crores under the
Centrally Sponsored Schemes
taking total plan component to
Rs 10,900 crores.

This would be for the third
consecutive year when the State
could get the same plan amount.
During current year also, the
level of annual plan and PMRP
has been same at Rs 7300 crores

and Rs 600 crores respectively.
However, Mr Rather admit-

ted that during 2012-13, the
Planning Commission of India
despite approval of Rs 7300
crores worth annual plan, had
imposed cut of Rs 1666 crores
in the end including Rs 215
crores in Share of Central Taxes,

Rs 451 crores in Special Plan
Assistance and Rs 1000 crores
in Market Borrowings.

“It was due to Rs 1666
crores worth cut in 2012-13
that our plan expenditure
came down to 82 per cent,’’ he
said responding to PDP leader
and former Finance Minister
Muzaffar Hussain Baig’s
charge of low plan expendi-
ture. He, however, added that
plan expenditure during 2009-
10, 2010-11 and 2011-12 was
95.9 per cent, 96.1 per cent
and 96.3 per cent respectively.

“When the PDP held the
portfolio of Finance and
Planning, the plan expenditure
was 85 per cent in 2006-07, 92.9
per cent in 2007-08 and 90.3 per
cent 2008-09,’’ he added.

Responding to the points
made by Mr Baig and Prof
Chaman Lal Gupta during
debate on the budget that the
State was generating maximum
revenue from liquor, Mr Rather
declared that he stands for pro-
hibition in Jammu and Kashmir
and he would be the happiest
person if the House agreed on
the proposal and prohibition
was implemented successfully.

Fayaz Bukhari
SRINAGAR, Feb 17: State

Government is shielding the
leading Food Processing
Companies whose products
have been found adulterated
with carcinogenic chemicals
as no charge sheets have been
filed against them since
December last year.

The Food Safety Officer,
Anantnag, Ghulam Qadir, his
counterpart in Budgam,
Shugufta, and Health Officer
Srinagar Municipal Corporation
(SMC), Dr Shafaqat Khan, have
not filed charge sheets in the
court of law against AVON Agro
Industries Pvt Ltd Delhi,

Khyber Agro Farms and M/s
Kanwal Agro Food Industries
Anantnag respectively.

The turmeric of AVON Agro
Industries Pvt Ltd Delhi, toned
Milk of Khyber Agro Farms and
Sounf powder of M/s Kanwal
Agro Food Industries Anantnag
was found adulterated by the
Central Food Laboratory
Kolkata whose reports came in
November and December last
year. 

The Central Food
Laboratory Kolkata report
about turmeric powder manu-
factured by AVON Agro
Industries Pvt Ltd Delhi said
that it contained Tartrazine
adulteration. 

The Central Food
Laboratory Kolkata report about
the Khyber Milk states that
besides containing detergent,
the sample has failed to conform
to various other standards stipu-
lated under laws and regula-
tions.

The Central Food
Laboratory Kolkata about Sounf
powder manufactured by M/s
Kanwal Agro Food Industries
Anantnag found it unsafe and
misbranded, containing added
colouring matter - Carmoisine
and Tartrazine.

The sanction for the filing
of charge sheet against these
companies from Government
is still pending despite a report
by the Director SKIMS,
Shoukat Ahmad Zargar, say-
ing that colouring agents and
other material found in the
spices and the toned milk are
carcinogenic, can damage var-
ious body organs and cause
heart diseases.

The Food Safety Officer
Anantnag told Excelsior: "I
have sent the case to Secretariat
for prosecution of AVON Agro
Industries Pvt Ltd Delhi whose
turmeric powder was found
adulterated. The company will
be charge sheeted under Food
Safety Standards Act 2006. I am
waiting for the sanction."

The Food Safety Officer
Budgam told Excelsior: "I am
waiting for sanction from my
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JAMMU : 
Mainly clear sky.

TEMPERATURE
Max: 20.1 Degree C 
Min: 5.4 Degree C

RELATIVE HUMIDITY
Highest: 91.0 per cent
Lowest: 49.0 per cent
Sunset on Tuesday: 06.20 p.m.
Sunrise on Wednesday: 07.11 a.m.

SRINAGAR :
Mainly clear sky.
TEMPERATURE

Max: 12.6 Degree C 
Min: -3.3 Degree C

RELATIVE HUMIDITY
Highest: 93.0 per cent
Lowest: 41.0 per cent
LEH :   TEMPERATURE
Max: -1.4 Degree C 
Min: -15.2 Degree C

60 officers transferred
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Feb 17: In a major reshuffle in the Civil administra-
tion, the State Government today ordered transfers and postings of
two IAS among 60 officers with immediate effect.

Prasanna Ramaswamy G, (IAS), Sub-Divisional Magistrate,
Gandoh, is transferred and posted as Additional Deputy
Commissioner, Kathua, vice Rajesh Sharma.

Niraj Kumar, (IAS), Assistant Commissioner Revenue, Doda,
is transferred and posted as Additional Deputy Commissioner,
Jammu, against an available vacancy.

Amit Sharma, awaiting orders of adjustment in the GAD, is
posted as Special Secretary, Animal and Sheep Husbandry

Centre extends benefits for its staff in J&K
NEW DELHI, Feb 17:

Special concessions and incentives including departmental
arrangements for stay, security and transportation to the place of
work for Central Government employees working in Jammu and
Kashmir have been extended by a year beyond January.

The Ministry of Personnel issued an order today in this regard.
The concessions include an option for employees to move their

families to a selected place of their choice in the country at
Government expenses. They also include departmental arrange-
ments for stay, security and transportation to the place of work for
employees.

LA adopts Resolution on Medical Colleges
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Feb 17: The Legislative Assembly today unanimous-
ly adopted a Resolution expressing its gratitude to Union Minister
for Health, Ghulam Nabi Azad for announcing four Medical
Colleges and two Cancer hospitals in the State. 

The House also impressed upon the Central Government to
establish Medical Colleges at Poonch-Rajouri, Kupwara,
Udhampur, Kulgam, Budgam, Bandipora, Leh/ Kargil, Samba and
Pulwama Districts.

The Resolution was moved by Ajaz Ahmed Jan, MLA Poonch
and seconded by A. R. Veeri, PDP MLA.

BOPEE cancels admission of 12
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR Feb 17: The Board of Professional Entrance
Examinations (BOPEE) has cancelled admission of 12 MBBS stu-
dents who had passed the entrance test fraudulently by purchasing
the Question papers and the key of Common Entrance Test (CET)-
2012.

The BOPEE vide order number 4 of 2014 dated 15-02-2014
cancelled the admission of Mushtaq Ahmad Lone, Yasir Yusuf
Dar, Shafeequr Rehman Lone, Khursheed Ahmad Dar, Navid
Ahmad Bhat, Yasir Yusuf Hajam, Bazila Bilal Vaid, Amira

3 bills introduced in Assembly
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Feb 17: The Government today introduced three leg-
islations in the Assembly including one significant bill pertaining
to amendments in the Prevention of Corruption Act making
offences under the Act cognizable and non-bailable apart from
enhancement of punishment provided already under the Act. 

Finance Minister Abdul Rahim Rather introduced the bill in the
Assembly on behalf of Chief Minister Omar Abdullah.

In his statement to the bill, Omar said a need was felt by the
Government to make Prevention of Corruption Act, 2006, which

Mohinder Verma
JAMMU, Feb 17:

Confessing that magnitude of
violations of respective Master
Plans in Jammu and Kashmir
is too huge to be solved by seal-
ing, demolition and forcible
action alone, Government has
decided to constitute a high
power committee of experts to
go into the depth of the reasons
for the unauthorized construc-
tions and suggest remedial
measures.

The committee, which will
be constituted following pas-
sage of J&K Civic Laws
(Special Provisions) Bill where-
by moratorium of one year on
sealing and demolition of illegal
structures has been proposed,
will submit its report within a
period of six months. The Civic
Laws (Special Provisions) Act
will only be a temporary step in
order to ensure that no illegal
construction comes up by taking
advantage of cut-off date of
March 31, 2015.

In the draft of the J&K Civic
Laws (Special Provisions) Act,
the copy of which is available
with EXCELSIOR, Secretary,
Housing and Urban

Development Department has
mentioned, “there has been phe-
nomenal increase in the urban
population of twin capital cities
of Jammu, Srinagar and pilgrim
town of Katra resulting in
tremendous pressure on land

and infrastructure leading to
unauthorized development,
which are not consistent with
the concept of planned develop-
ment provided in respective
Master Plans and the relevant
Acts and building bye-laws”.

Confessing that magnitude
of violations is too huge, the
draft said, “there are large
number of buildings which
have been constructed during
the last 10/15 years in viola-
tion of Master Plans and their
number is over 3000”, adding
“this problem cannot be
solved by sealing, demolition
and forcible action alone as
the number of families, who
will be affected by this drive
would be very large”.

It has also been mentioned in
the draft that Government will
constitute a high power commit-
tee of experts including eminent
bureaucrats, planners and citi-
zens to go into the depth of the
reasons for the unauthorized
constructions suggesting reme-
dial measures including devis-
ing mechanisms for the regula-
tion of building activity in these
cities.

The committee will also sug-
gest the fundamental principles
for regularization or otherwise
of the unauthorized construc-
tions and the penal action for the
regularization besides the insti-
tutional structure for the process
of regularization.

Gopal Sharma
JAMMU, Feb 17: Chief

Minister Omar Abdullah
today said that State
Government would not allot
any new  power pro-
jects to National
H y d r o - e l e c t r i c
Power Corporation
(NHPC) in future as
it had not returned
Dul Hasti and other
projects despite
repeated demands.

Replying to the
discussion on Motion
of  Thanks on
Governor's address in
the Upper House of
the Legislature here
today, the Chief
Minister said that his
Government tried its
best to get back the
power projects from NHPC. 

"We took   up this matter
with the Prime Minister, Union

Power Minister  and the Central
authorities. The Prime Minister
also tried to convince the Union
Power Ministry in this regard.
Rangrajan Committee and
Working Groups have also rec-

ommended return of power pro-
jects by NHPC to the State but
the Corporation has adopted a

rigid approach. If it will not
return the projects to the State,
we have decided not to han-
dover any new power project to
NHPC in future," the Chief
Minister maintained. 

Omar said it was a bold deci-
sion and added that the
Dulhasti-II and Uri-II power
projects earlier allotted to
NHPC, have been taken back
and will now be joint-venture
projects. He said his
Government pressed the Centre
for the return of the old projects
from NHPC, but in vain. 

On power generation, the
Chief Minister said that as
against the indigenous power
projects  of the capacity of 750
MWs established in State
since 1947 up to 2009 which
include 450 MW Baglihar
project, his Government allot-
ted power projects of the
capacity of 1500 MWs in just
five years. He said another

FM slashes excise duty on automobiles, leaves taxes unchanged
NEW DELHI, Feb 17:

Wooing the middle class
ahead of elections, Finance
Minister P Chidambaram
today slashed excise duty on
cars and two-wheelers, capital
goods and a variety of con-
sumer items like TV and
refrigerators to boost demand
and manufacturing while
accepting the long-standing
demand of 'one-rank-one-pen-
sion' for ex-servicemen.

Presenting the Budget in
the Lok Sabha, Finance
Minister P Chidambaram did
not propose changes in the tax
laws except to continue the 10
per cent income tax surcharge
on 'super- rich' individuals
and up to 5 per cent on corpo-
rates.

"In keeping with the conven-
tions, I do not propose to make
any announcements regarding
changes to tax laws," he said in
UPA-II's last budget that sought
to provide sops in indirect taxes
including reliefs in service tax
to storage and warehousing of
rice and blood banks.

The revenue sacrifice on
account of indirect tax conces-
sions would be Rs 300 to Rs 400
crore in the 40 days remaining
in the current fiscal and Rs 700

to Rs 800 crore by May. But a 5
per cent pick up in the sales of
products in these sectors would
make up for the loss of revenue,
he said in his post-Budget press
briefing.

He also did not agree that
today's concessions amount to a
stimulus package saying the two

are not comparable.
On continuance of the tax on

'super-rich' and corporates, he
said he has left it to the new
Government to review the
impost that was slapped in the
last budget.

The indirect tax concessions
will be valid up to June 30 and
can be reviewed by the new
Government.

In a major relief to ex-ser-
vicemen who have been
demanding one-rank-one-pen-
sion for long, the Minister
announced that the
Government has accepted it in
principle for which an alloca-
tion of Rs 500 crore has been
made. The scheme is expected
to benefit around three million
defence pensioners. 

The concessions aimed at
the middle-class and to boost
the automobile sector that has
been registering a negative
growth, include a slashing of
excise duty from 12 to 8 per cent
on small cars, motor cycles,
scooters and commercial vehi-
cles and 6 per cent cut to 24 per
cent on SUVs.

Large and middle segment
cars will attract an excise duty
of 24/20 per cent, reduced from
27/24 per cent. Appropriate
reductions will also be made in

the excise duty on chassis and
trailers.

Excise duty has also been
restructured on domestically
manufactured mobile
phones to boost home-
grown industry. In try-
ing to boost manufac-
turing, excise duty on a
range of products from
TV and refrigerators to
computers, printers, digi-
tal cameras, microwave
oven and DVD play-
ers has been
reduced from 12
per cent to 10 per
cent.

A
s i m i l a r
d u t y
reduc-

tion
has been given to
capital goods.

The other
populist mea-

sures include continuation of
interest subvention scheme for
farm loans and a moratorium
period for education loans

taken before March 31,
2009 to benefit 9 lakh
students. The interest

moratorium for stu-
dents will amount to
Rs 2,600 crore.

In view of the dip
in current account

deficit, the
F inance

M i n i s t e r
promised to
relook at the
i m p o r t
restrictions
and duties
imposed on
gold earlier in
the fiscal

when unchecked shipments of
the yellow metal had shot up
CAD.

Asked whether the sops
were intended to be populist
ahead of the elections,
Chidambaram said, "My inten-
tion was not to please anyone. I
wanted to talk to the people
directly that we are going
through a turbulent phase in the
economy."

To a question on continu-
ing curbs on gold, he said, "I
can't make any announcement
because Parliament is in ses-
sion. There are pros and cons
to relaxing restrictions. We
will weigh them carefully and
take a decision."

To a question a whether it
was a populist, pragmatic or
please-all Budget,
Chidambaram said, "Your ques-
tion is populist. You expect a
populist answer. My intention is
not to please anyone. My inten-
tion was to speak plainly to the
people of India and tell them
(that) these are turbulent years.
We are navigating through a tur-
bulent period."

The Government has done a
lot in last 21 months to stabilise
India's economy and it believes
that a fair measure of success
has been achieved, he said.

The allocation for Defence
for the coming year has been
enhanced by 10 per cent from
Rs 2,03,672 crore in Budget
estimate of 2013-14 to Rs
2,24,000 crore in 2014-15.

Non-plan expenditure esti-
mated at Rs 12,07,892 crore. Of
this expenditure on food, fer-
tiliser and fuel subsidy will be
Rs 2,46,397 crore, which will be

* Defence allocation enhanced by 10 pc

One-rank, one-pension demand of ex-servicemen accepted, 30 lakh to benefit

* Crackdown on wealth stashed abroad continues

Cheaper and 
costlier items

Cheaper -
* Cars
* Sports utility vehicles
* Motorcycles
* Scooters
* Commercial vehicles
* TVs
* Refrigerators
* Computers
* Printers
* Keyboards
* Mouse
* Hard disks
* Vacuum cleaners
* Dish washers
* Water coolers
* Torch lights
* Scanners
* Digital cameras
* Hair dryers
* Electric irons
* Microwave oven
* MP3 players

(Contd on page 6 Col 6)

(Contd on page 6 Col 1)

Budget - Highlights
* Income tax rates kept

unchanged;
* 10 pc surcharge on ‘super-

rich’ having annual income
above Rs 1 crore to contin-
ue;

* 5 pc surcharge on corpo-
rates with turnover of Rs
10 cr

* Foodgrain production esti-
mated at 263 million
tonnes in 2013-14;

* Fiscal deficit at 4.6 pc in
2013-14 and 4.1 pc next
year, revenue deficit at 3
pc in 2013-14;

* Current Account Deficit to
be USD 45 bn as against
USD 88 bn in 2012-13;

* Excise duty on small cars,
motorcycles and commer-
cial vehicles cut from 12 to
8 pc;

* Excise duty on SUVs cut
from 30 to 24 pc

* Large and mid-segment
cars from 27-24 pc to 24-
20 pc

* Excise duty on mobile
handset to be 6 pc on CEN-
VAT credit to encourage
domestic production

* Excise duty cut on capital
goods, non consumer
durables cut from 12 to 10
per cent

* Moratorium on interest on
student loans taken before
March 31, 2009; to benefit
9 lakh borrowers
* USD 15 bn addition to
forex exchange in 2013-
14;

* Disinvestment target for
FY14 cut to Rs 16,027 cr
versus Rs 40,000 cr; next
year Govt eyeing Rs
36,925 cr;

* Lowers residual stake sale
target to Rs 3,000 cr from
Rs 14,000 cr for this fiscal;

* Govt obtains information
in 67 cases of illegal off-
shore accounts of Indians;

* Govt’s net borrowing in
(Contd on page 6 Col 5)

71 % decline in militancy in State in 5 yrs  
J&K Govt not to allot power

projects to NHPC: CM   
* Only elected members to head DDBs, BDCs

Govt shields leading Food processing companies
No charge sheet filed against 

Kanwal, Khyber, AVON

Oppn walk-out on ration shortage
Avtar Bhat

JAMMU, Feb 17: The food scarcity issue rocked the State
Assembly here, today with entire Opposition  staging a walkout
from the House accusing the Government of its failure to keep its

commitment to supply 35 kgs ration per
family in the State.

The Opposition members who were not satisfied with Minister
of State for CAPD, Vikar Rasool's reply protested in the House
and shouted slogans against the Government for its failure to keep
its commitment to supply 35 kgs of ration per family in the State
and later staged a walkout.

(Contd on page 9 Col 5)

(Contd on page 9 Col 1)

(Contd on page 6 Col 7)

(Contd on page 6 Col 7)(Contd on page 6 Col 5)

(Contd on page 9 Col 5)

* Pic on page 9

FM favours prohibition if House agrees
Rather pegs plan at Rs 7300 cr, 

PMRP Rs 600 cr, CSS Rs 4000 cr

High-power committee to suggest remedial measures
Govt confesses huge magnitude of 

unauthorized constructions across J&K
* Civic Laws Spl Provisions Bill only a temporary step

HC directs State to 
produce bill on sealing

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Feb 17: High
Court today directed the
Counsel for the State to produce
the draft of the bill on sealing of
illegal constructions in Jammu
and Srinagar cities before the
court by tomorrow.

A Division Bench of the
High Court comprising Justice
Ali Mohammad Magrey and
Justice Hasnain Masoodi
directed the Counsel for the
State Shah Aamir to produce
the draft of the bill on sealing

(Contd on page 6 Col 7)
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