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Party that supports BJP will
be wiped out: Azad

While answering to a ques-
tion about former Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Srinagar joining PDP, Azad
said: "I am not talking of a par-
ticular officer. The officers are
not with any particular party.
They are with the Government.
Some of these officers are cor-
rupt, some are killers, some are
good and some are bad. They
don't belong to any particular
party as Governments keep on
changing", he added.

The former Chief Minister
said that actions of any officer,
good or bad, who joins a politi-
cal party are attributed to that
party. "A Government officer is
in service for 30-40 years and
during that period the
Governments keep changing
and they don't belong to a par-
ticular party. When officers,
whether good or bad, join a
party, his actions are being
attributed to that party", he
added.

Azad  sought a decisive
mandate from the people of
the State for his Congress
party in the forthcoming
Assembly elections.

"We are seeking a decisive
mandate from the people of the
State for the Congress party in
the Assembly elections," Azad
said at a rally at Devsar.

He asserted it is the
Congress-led Government alone
which has proved credentials of
being pro-development and that
it alone can meet the expecta-
tions of the flood-ravaged peo-
ple.

Maintaining that the
Congress-led Government
between 2006 and 2008 laid
emphasis on equitable, balanced
and all-round development of
the State, Azad said for better
future of the youth and to revive
an era of prosperity, develop-
ment and fast-track infrastruc-
ture building, the people should
allow the Congress an opportu-
nity to lead the State
Government.

Recalling the thrust laid on
speedy and time-bound execu-
tion of developmental projects
to set the State on the path of
prosperity and progress, Azad
said it is the Congress- led
Government which scripted a
new chapter of development-
oriented governance in the
State.

Azad said unprecedented
developmental activities were
started in the State with focus on
building of roads, bridges,
tourism development authori-
ties, inter-regional highways,
schools, colleges, off-site uni-

versity campuses, health infras-
tructure, etc.

Alluding to the measures
taken to promote development
and decentralise administra-
tive machinery in South
Kashmir, Azad said that dur-
ing his tenure as Chief
Minister, two new districts
and many new tehsils were
created in South Kashmir
which brought governance to
the doorstep of the people.

Azad said as the Union
Health Minister, historic and
first-of-its-kind decision of set-
ting up a medical college at
Anantnag, in addition to Doda,
Kathua, Rajouri and Baramulla,
was taken by him which upon
becoming functional, will
enable the people to avail of sec-
ondary and advanced health
care at their doorsteps. 

Referring to the "unequalled
devastation caused by the recent
floods to the public infrastruc-
ture, private properties and com-
mercial establishments", Azad
said rehabilitation and recon-
struction of the State will be the
first monumental challenge
before the new Government.

Azad said in such a scenario
it is incumbent upon the people
to choose and elect a
Government which can deliver
on the front of rebuilding the
State in an effective and expedi-
tious manner.

Azad asked the people to
recall the support and funding
which was extended by the
Central Government in 2005
and the role played by the
Congress-led State Government
in providing relief and rehabili-
tation to the earthquake-affected
people of Uri, Karnah,
Tangdhar, etc.

Castigating the NDA
Government for not extending
adequate and appropriate finan-
cial support to the State
Government for carrying out
reconstruction and rehabilitation
activities, Azad said that affect-
ed people are facing unmitigat-
ed hardships due to chilly win-
ter, adding that the role and
response of NDA Government
in a humanitarian crisis has been
grossly inadequate and partisan.

Urging the people to elect a
Government which is 'capable',
'determined' and 'time-tested' to
undertake the reconstruction
and rehabilitation exercise as
also live up to the expectations
of the people, Azad said that
people of the State can rewrite
their destiny by giving a deci-
sive mandate in favour of the
Congress Party. 

‘Controversial’ Roshni Scheme 
challenged; HC to take call today

misdeeds/illegal occupations.
"Even the dishonest implement-
ing officers belonging to
Revenue Department succeeded
in making hay day by illegally
branding commercial and resi-
dential properties as agricultural
properties just to confer undue
benefit to powerful people and
mafia", the PIL said.

Pointing towards the provi-
sions of Roshni Act, which
define the unauthorized occu-
pant, the petitioner said, "no
doubt the State can treat differ-
ent persons differently if cir-
cumstances justify such treat-
ment but the Apex Court has
explicitly held that the classifica-
tion must not be arbitrary but
must be rational and the legisla-
tion enacted by the State is viola-
tive of the Right to Equality
guaranteed under Article 14 of
the Constitution of India".

"The Act fails to satisfy the
test of reasonableness and is
hence arbitrary. Moreover, it is
totally directionless and has only
benefited land mafia thereby
deprived State of its valuable
assets. The Act has simply come
as a boon for organized land
mafia", he added.

Stating that arbitrary distribu-
tion of State largesse is unreason-
able and violative of Public
Trust, the petitioner said, "the
vesting of ownership of State
lands at concessional rates to the
alleged privileged sections of
society is inconsistent with
Article 38(2), which provides to
minimize the inequalities of
income, and Article 39(b), which
states that material resources of
the community should be dis-
tributed in such a manner to sub
serve the common good".

According to the PIL, any
Governmental action, which fails
to satisfy the test of reasonable-
ness and public interest, is liable
to be struck down as invalid.
"Government cannot act in a
manner which would benefit a
chosen group of people including
land grabbers at the cost of the
State as such an action is both
unreasonable and contrary to
public interest", the PIL added.

In the PIL, reference has
also been made of Apex Court
observation in case titled Akhil

Bhartiya Upbhokta Congress
Versus State of Madhya
Pradesh and Others, whereby
it has been emphasized that
State or its agencies cannot
give largesse to any person
according to the sweet will and
whims of the political entities
and officers of the State. In this
case, the Supreme Court has
further observed that distribu-
tion of largesse like allotment
of land by the State and its
agencies should always be done
in a fair and equitable manner
and the element of favoritism
or nepotism shall not influence
the exercise of discretion.

The petitioner said that arbi-
trary vesting of ownership rights
of State lands has caused a huge
loss to the public exchequer and
the Roshni Act betrays the sense
of Constitutionalism and
amounts to an act of
Constitutional impropriety. 

"In the much publicized 2G
case, Apex Court has held that
natural resources belong to the
people but the State legally owns
them on behalf of its people. The
State is empowered to distribute
natural resources but it is bound to
act in consonance with the princi-
ples of equality and public trust
and ensure that no action is taken
which may be detrimental to pub-
lic interest", the PIL said, adding a
huge land resource of J&K was
gifted to land mafia in a manner
foreign to law and against the
doctrine of public trust.

"The enactment of unique
piece of legislation was mar-
riage of convenience for all as
the nexus was deep-rooted as
such this Act is required to be
struck down", said the PIL
filed by Ankur Sharma, a resi-
dent of Kathua pursuing LLB
from Delhi University.

It is pertinent to mention here
that State High Court, in a PIL
filed by Prof S K Bhalla, has
already directed the Divisional
Commissioners of Kashmir and
Jammu to furnish the complete
list of the encroachers who have
occupied more than 20 lakh
kanals of State land. More than
17 compilations have already
been filed before the High Court
disclosing the names of land
encroachers.

DB upholds demotion of CRPF IG
Sindhu in June this year

was sent to medical examina-
tion after his willingness and
accordingly the opinion of
medical board at All India
Institute of Medical Sciences
reached the conclusion that
Sindhu does not fall under the
SHAPE-I of medical category
but falls under SHAPE-3 of
medical category which is a
low category. 

"There is not found any kind
of allegations of malafide in the
judgment of writ court. We also
do not find any substance in the

allegations of malafide and
endorse the view the learned
Single Judge", the bench said.

Sindhu was promoted to the
higher rank of IG CRPF on
April 2013, subsequently the
said promotion order was
revoked by the Home Ministry
as he was not fulfilling the crite-
ria and medical fitness for the
post of IG.

The revocation order was
challenged by Sindu by way of
writ petition which got dis-
missed after taking into consid-
eration various factors.

Ministers, several MLAs among
123 in fray for Phase-I polling

four each for Kargil and
Zanskar, six for Nobra and two
for Leh.

Leh has lowest number of
two candidates and
Bhaderwah with highest num-
ber of 13 in Jammu and
Ladakh region.

Meanwhile, for second
phase of polling on December 2,
the notification for which was
issued on November 7, 15 can-
didates today filed their nomina-
tion papers taking total number
of candidates to 17. November
14 is last date for filing of nom-
ination papers for second day.

Four candidates filed nomi-
nation papers today for
Gulabgarh Assembly segment
of Reasi district. They included
Abdul Gani Malik (National
Conference), Mumtaz Ahmad
Khan (Congress), Shafiq-ur-
Rehman (PDP) and Khalid
Jehangir (covering candidate for
NC).

Gani Malik is three times
MLA from Gulabgarh and will
be seeking fourth straight term
while Mumtaz Khan is brother
of Congress sitting Minister of
State for Revenue Aijaz Ahmad
Khan, who is party candidate
from neighbouring Gool-Arnas
segment.

Aijaz Khan also filed his
papers today for Gool-Arnas
segment as Congress candidate
in a bid to score hat-trick as he
has won the seat twice. Other
candidates, who joined the fray
for Gool-Arnas seat today, were
Shiban and Ms Sonica
Venkashif (both BSP) and Arjun
Singh (GAP). NJP candidate
Kuldeep Dubey alias Mangu
Shah has already filed papers
for Gool-Arnas. 

In Chenani (Reserve)
Assembly segment, BJP candi-
date Dina Nath Bhagat and
sitting Congress MLA
Krishan Chander Bhagat filed
papers while PDP candidate
Sukhdev Sharma joined fray
from Udhampur seat. No
nomination papers have so far
been filed from Ramnagar
and Reasi seats.

In Poonch district, which is
also going to polls in second
phase, PDP candidate Shah
Mohammad Tantray filed his
nomination papers as PDP can-
didate while Shamim Ahmad
joined the fray as covering can-
didate of the party.

Aiyaz Ahmad Mughal filed
his papers as Independent candi-
date for Surankote while
Mohammad Tariq Khan joined
the fray as JKNPP candidate for
Mendhar.

Almost all the candidates
took out massive rallies before
filing nomination papers.

Official source said in Gurez
Assembly constituency, 4 candi-
dates are in the fray including
Faqir Mohammad Khan
(Congress), Mohammad Ismail
Lone (PDP), Nazir Ahmed Khan
Gurezi (NC) and Ghulam
Rasool Bhat (Independent).

In Bandipora Assembly
constituency, 13 candidates
are in the fray including Javid
Ahmed Shah (BSP), Abdul
Rehman (BJP), Abdullah
Wani (NC), Usman Abdul
Majid (Congress), Nizam-u-
Din Bhat (PDP), Mohammad
Ismail Bhat (JKPC),
Mohammad Iqbal Zargar (All
India Forward Bloc),
Manzoor Ahmad Baba (All
J&K Kissan Mazdoor Party),
Sheikh Waseem Bari
(Independent), Ghulam
Ahmad Bhat (Independent),
Mohammad Shafi Khan
(Independent), Prof
Mohammad Shafi Mir
(Independent) and Nazir
Ahmad Malik (Independent).

In Sonawari Assembly seg-
ment, 7 candidates are in the
fray including Imtiyaz Ahmed
Parray (Congress), Ghulam
Rasool Malik (Panthers Party),
Mohammad Akbar Lone (NC),
Yasir Reshi (PDP), Qawamudin
Sheikh (People's Conference),
Ghulam Mohammad Parray
(Independent) and Nazir Ahmad
Wani (Independent).

In Kangan Assembly seat,
10 candidates are in fray includ-
ing Ajaz Ahmad Sheikh
(Congress), Mian Altaf Ahmad
(NC), Bashir Ahmad Mir
(JKPDP), Abdul Rashid Ganaie
(JKNPP), Mohammad Sultan
Lone (BSP), Nazir Ahmad
Raina (BJP), Shabir Ahmad Mir
(All J&K Kisan Mazdor Party),
Mushtaq Ahmad Shah (J&K
People's Conference), Showkat

Hussain Khan (Independent)
and Ghulam Hassan Rather
(Independent).

In Ganderbal Assembly seat,
13 candidates are in fray includ-
ing Ishfaq Ahmed Sheikh (NC),
Sheikh Abdul Rasheed (BJP),
Ali Mohammad Baba (JKNPP),
Qazi Mohammad Afzal (PDP),
Mohammad Yousuf Bhat
(Congress), Abdul Majeed
Dhobi (J&K People's
Conference), Bilal Ahmad
Khanday (Independent) , Javed
Ahmad Khan (Independent),
Syed Ali Mohammad Shah
(Independent), Sheikh Ghulam
Ahmad (Independent), Gh
Rasool Mir (Independent),
Nazir Ahmad Lone
(Independent)  and Hilal Ahmad
Dar (Independent).

In Nobra Assembly con-
stituency, 6 candidates are in the
fray including Stanzin Delik
(BJP), Tashi Gyalson (JKPDP),
Tsetan Namgyal (JKNC),
Deldan Namgail (Congress),
Tsewang Rigzin (Independent)
and Nissar Hussain
(Independent).

In Leh seat, only two
Candidates are in the fray
including Cherring Dorjay
(BJP) and Nawang Rigzin
(Congress).

In Kargil seat, 4 candidates
are in the fray including Asgar
Ali Karbalaie (Congress), Abdul
Aziz (BJP), Anayat Ali (JKPDP)
and Dr. Kacho Mohammad
Hussain (NC).

In Zanskar Assembly seat, 4
candidates are in the fray
including Stanzin Lakpa (BJP),
Ghulam Raza (Congress),
Ghulam Mohammad (PDP) and
Syed Mohammad Baqir Rizvi
(Independent).

In Kishtwar Assembly con-
stituency, 10 candidates are in
the fray including Aijaz
Hussain (Nationalist Congress
Party), Des Raj (BSP), Sajjad
Ahmed Kichloo (NC), Sunil
Kumar Sharma (BJP),
Firdous Ahmed Tak (PDP),
Nek Ram (Congress),
Mohammad Amin Bhat
[Janata Dal (Secular)],
Jaswant Singh (Independent),
Farooq Ahmad (Independent)
and Choudhary Gulzar
Ahmed (Independent).

In Inderwal Assembly con-
stituency, 12 candidates are in
the fray including Imtiaz Ahmad
(NPP), Jyoti Prakash (BSP),
Salam Din (NC), Tariq Hussain
Keen (BJP), Abdul Majeed Batt
(PDP), Ghulam Mohammad
Saroori (Congress), Tanveer
Hussain (Rashtriya Krantikari
Samajwadi Party), Jaber Singh
(Independent), Shanwaz Ahmad
(Independent), Ashaq Hussain
(Independent), Abdul Majeed
Ganai (Independent) and Farooq
Ahmad Keen (Independent).    

In Doda Assembly con-
stituency, 11 candidates are in
the fray including Chunni Lal
(BSP), Khalid Najib
Suharwardy (NC), Shakti Raj
(BJP),  Shahab-ul-Haq (PDP),
Abdul Majid Wani (Congress),
Daya Krishan (Independent),
Rajinder Singh (Independent),
Farooq Ahmed Dar
(Independent),  Mohammad Ali
Shokeen (Independent),
Mohammad Yousaf
(Independent)  and Nuzhat Iqbal
Zargar (Independent).

In Bhadarwah Assembly
seat, 13 candidates are in the
fray including Bhoori Singh
(Nationalist Congress Party),
Daleep Singh (BJP), Riaz
Anayatullah (NC), Sanjay
Kumar (BSP), Sheikh Mehboob
Iqbal  (PDP), Mohammad
Sharief Niaz (Congress),
Narinder Kant (CPI), Nirej
Singh Manhas (JKNPP), Sheikh
Mohammad Shafi (SP), Om
Parkash (Independent), Reyaz
Ahmed Zargar (Independent),
Dr. Kuldeep Singh Charak
(Independent) and Mehraj Din
(Independent).

In Ramban (Reserve)
Assembly constituency, 8 candi-
dates are in the fray including
Ashok Kumar (Congress),
Prithvi Raj (BSP), Dr Chaman
Lal (NC), Suraish Kumar
(JKNPP), Swami Raj (PDP),
Neelam Kumar Langeh (BJP),
Amrit Barsha (SP) and Girdhari
Lal (Independent).

In Banihal constituency, 6
candidates are in the fray
including Bashir Ahmed
Runiyal (PDP), Sajad Shaheen
(NC), Sewa Singh Bali (NPP),
Showket Javeed Daing (BJP),
Mohd Ali (BSP) and Vikar
Rasool Wani (Congress).
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NC leader Abdul Gani Malik (Gulabgarh), PDP candidate Shah Mohammad Tantray (Poonch), BJP nominee Dina Nath Bhagat (Chenani), PDP candidate Sukhdev Sharma (Udhampur) and
Congress sitting MLA Krishan Chander Bhagat (Chenani) filing nomination papers on Monday. -Excelsior/Rakesh

Postal ballot for Darbar employees
will have to give their preference
in writing. The information in
this regard will be obtained in a
Non-Statutory form called Move
Employees (ME) on a specified
format. The copies of the format
will be distributed free of cost by
the office of the Secretary, GAD
at Jammu. The Non-Statutory
Form (ME) will also be avail-
able from the office of the
Registrar General of High Court
at Jammu. To enable the move
employees to give the requisite
information in the Non-Statutory
form (ME) by the stipulated
date, the electoral rolls of the 74
Assembly constituencies (except
Assembly constituencies falling
in district Jammu and Samba)
have been made available in the
office of Secretary GAD, Civil
Secretariat, Jammu from
November 3, 2014 for inspec-
tion by the intending applicants.
The electoral rolls 2014 in Urdu
are also available on the website
of the CEO viz, ceojammukash-
mir.nic.in alongwith the facility
for free name search. The
employees will be required to
fill up part-I of the form ME in
capital letters in black ink. 

Under the scheme, it will
be the responsibility of the
concerned employee to submit
the filled in form ME duly
attested by the concerned
HoD/Office of the Registrar
General, High Court/Secretary
GAD. The specified verifying
authority will make arrange-
ments and set up counters in
adequate number with suffi-
cient manpower to ensure the
receipt of duly filled-in form
(ME) in an orderly manner and
maintain a proper record of the
same. The forms shall be sort-
ed Assembly Constituency-

wise and kept in separate bun-
dles.

The verifying authority shall
prepare a list of the electors ver-
ified by him under the provi-
sions of J&K Representation of
People Act, 1957 and furnish the
same to the Returning Officer of
the concerned Assembly
Constituency at least 10 days
before the date of the poll. The
list of electors will contain the
name of every such elector, the
part number of the electoral roll
in which the name has been
included and the serial including
the serial number of the elector
in such part. The bundle of form
(ME) pertaining to the particular
Assembly Constituency shall
also be sent along with the list.
The list of the electors will be
prepared on the devised format.
The specified verifying officer
will retain a list of electors sub-
mitted by him to the concerned
Returning Officer for the pur-
pose of reference and record.

On receipt of the list of elec-
tors along with the bundle of
form (ME), in original, from the
specified verifying authority, the
Returning Officer shall check
the list with the electoral roll and
if the list is found correct, he
shall issue a postal ballot paper
to every elector included in the
list against the address men-
tioned by the employee in the
form (ME) and shall insert the
letter "PB" against the name of
such elector in the marked copy
of the electoral roll.

The Election Commission of
India has called for strict obser-
vance of these guidelines for the
smooth management of postal
ballot paper while preparing and
dispatching the postal ballot
paper.

BJP set to sweep Delhi polls
The Opinion Poll revealed

that the BJP is growing from
strength to strength, first with
the landslide victories in the
Lok Sabha polls and now with
back to back victories in the
Assembly elections of
Maharashtra and Haryana.

The survey has predicted
that BJP will perform stupen-
dously by bagging at least 46
seats in the 70-member
Assembly. It had won 31 in the
2013 December Assembly polls.

This means that BJP would
form the Government on its own
by gaining absolute majority in
the House of 70, where 36 seats
were required for majority.

AAP which had won 28
seats in its superb debut is seen
winning just 18 seats. 

The vote share percentage of
AAP is 26% while 38% is of the
BJP. Congress gets 22% while
Others get 14%.

Congress which has been in
disarray has slumped further

this time around. It had won 8
seats earlier but is projected to
win just 5 now.

There is a close contest
between Arvind Kejriwal and
BJP’s Harsh Vardhan on the most
popular choice for CM. Kejriwal
has got 39% votes while Harsh
Vardhan is seen getting 38%.

Vardhan’s image is of being
non-corrupt, transparent, honest
and simple leader in both his
personal and professional life.

Sheila Dikshit who has
refused to contest polls this
time is at a distant third getting
7% votes.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is the most popular leader
in New Delhi with 63% respon-
dents voting for him. Kejriwal is
behind with 25%. Third comes
Rahul Gandhi with 12%.

More than half (56%) of the
respondents surveyed feel that
with Narendra Modi being the
Prime Minister of the nation,
“ache din” are here.

Good news for pensioners
The "Jeevan Pramaan"

scheme, an Aadhar-based
Digital Life Certificate for pen-
sioners, launched by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi today,
is one more enabling mecha-
nism for the benefit of the com-
mon man after the push towards
self-certification.

"The proposed digital certi-
fication will do away with the
requirement of a pensioner hav-
ing to submit a physical Life
Certificate in November each
year, in order to ensure continu-
ity of pension being credited
into his account," a PMO state-
ment said.

The Department of
Electronics and IT has devel-
oped a software application
which will enable the recording
of the pensioner's Aadhar num-
ber and biometric details from
his mobile device or computer,
by plugging in a biometric read-
ing device.

Key details of the pensioner,
including date, time, and bio-
metric information, will be
uploaded to a Central database
on real-time basis, ultimately
enabling the pension disbursing
agency to access a Digital Life
Certificate.

This will conclusively estab-
lish that the pensioner was alive
at the time of authentication, the
statement said.

The earlier requirement
entailed that a pensioner either
personally present himself
before the pension disbursing
agency, or submits a Life
Certificate issued by authorities
specified by the Central Pension
Accounting Office (CPAO).

At present, 50 lakh individu-
als draw pension from the
Central Government alone. A
similar number draw pension
from State and Union Territory
Governments. Several PSUs
also provide pension benefits
besides which over 25 lakh
retired personnel draw pension
from the Armed Forces. 

The Aadhar-Based Digital
Life Certificate will go a long

way in reducing hardship which
so many senior citizens have to
go through to produce a Life
Certificate every year, the PMO
statement said.

The software application
system will be made available to
pensioners and other stakehold-
ers on a large scale at no extra
cost, it said.

It can be operated on a per-
sonal computer or a smartphone,
along with an inexpensive bio-
metric reading device.

This facility will also be
made available at Common
Service Centres being operated
under the National e-
Governance Plan, for the benefit
of pensioners residing in remote
and inaccessible areas.

Earlier, Modi had issued
directive that would do away
with the requirement of attesta-
tion by Government officials of
documents for entrance exami-
nations etc.

Under the directive, self cer-
tification by the person con-
cerned would be sufficient.
(PTI)

The ill-fated bus after accident at Nachlana on Jammu-Srinagar National Highway on
Monday. -Excelsior/Pervaiz

Nandni tunnels to be thrown
open for traffic by end of  Nov

NHAI’s  flagship project of
four-laning Jammu-Srinagar
National Highway. The entire
stretch  of  Jammu-Udhampur
road has  64 major 2-lane

bridges, 61 minor two lane
bridges/underpasses, 4 twin
tube tunnels of aggregate
length 2.80 km and 220 cul-
verts.  

3 killed in NH mishap

Sena claims Lop, but open to talks
After BJP and Sena,

Congress is the third largest
party in the Assembly with 42
MLAs.

"We have written a letter (to
the Assembly secretary) staking
claim to the Leader of
Opposition's post. Congress did
not want the Sena to claim this
post. But do not mistake our
patience for weakness. We will
not allow anyone to undermine
Sena's strength," Uddhav said.

He said had Sena continued
negotiations with BJP over power
sharing, it would have ended up
"Na ghar ka na ghat ka (it would
have fallen between two stools)".

"They (BJP) leaders say that
talks are going on. Had we contin-
ued with these talks, we would have
been left nowhere today. But we are
ready to hold talks with them when-
ever they come forward," he said.

Earlier in the day, Uddhav
had appeared to shut the door on

future talks with BJP when a let-
ter from him seeking LoP's post
for Shinde was delivered to the
state Assembly Secretary Anant
Kalse.

"A letter written by our
President Uddhav Thackeray was
submitted to Anant Kalse inform-
ing him that Eknath Shinde has
been appointed as the leader of
the Shiv Sena Legislature Party,"
party spokesperson Neelam
Gorhe told reporters.

"Since we are the second
largest party in the House with 63
MLAs, it is appropriate to
appoint our leader as Leader of
Opposition. We expect Shinde's
name to be announced as early as
possible," she said.

However, with Uddhav say-
ing talks were still possible if BJP
came forward, suspense over
Sena's participation in the
Government has been revived
once again. (PTI)

Sajjad Lone meets PM, 
says not averse to alliance

undergone a disastrous earth-
quake some years back and
had now been transformed
into a leading tourist hub", he
said.

"The immediate challenge,
however, was identified as the need
to redress the huge losses suffered
across the various sectors in the
recent floods including public
infrastructure, damaged dwellings,
business losses, agricultural and
horticultural losses etc", Lone said. 

While paying tributes to the
local youth who played a key
role in mitigating the losses
especially that of life, the PC
chairman stressed upon the need
to reinforce the local effort by
pooling in talent from across
India and evolving a scientific
plan to develop Kashmir, an
intrinsic element of which
should be robust mechanisms to

avert future such catastrophes.
Lone also brought the plight

of the northern border region of
Kupwara and Baramulla to the
PM's notice and the need for
alleviating the hardships of this
sensitive region. In this regard
he put forward a series of sug-
gestions. This included foremost
the construction of a 6 lane
Expressway from Srinagar to
Kupwara in a bid to bridge the
difference of both distance and
opportunities. 

Sajjad is son of senior slain
Hurriyat leader, Abdul Gani
Lone who was killed allegedly
by militants and brother of
Hurriyat Executive member,
Bilal Lone. 

Lone had fielded proxy can-
didates in 2008 elections and
contested the 2009 Lok Sabha
elections.

India non-committal on Modi-Sharif talks
“At this stage, all I can share

with you is that we remain com-
mitted to paving a path. But for
that path to be paved you have
to have a situation that will pro-
mote the path to be paved. We

have not reached that stage as
yet,” he said.

India had called off the
Foreign Secretary-level talks
after the Pakistan envoy here
met Kashmiri separatists. (PTI)


