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People making arrangements to walk in a flooded street at Shamshipore, Kulgam on Tuesday.
—Excelsior/Sajad Dar

Army personnel constructing bailey bridge at Kotranka to link Rajouri with Reasi on Tuesday.

A man crossing near historical  Ganta Ghar ( Clock Tower) at  Lal Chowk  Srinagar on
Tuesday. —Excelsior/Amin War

People  collecting their belongings  from their  collapsed houses  on the banks of Nikki Tawi
near Jammu city on Tuesday.(UNI)

Flood-affected  people being served food at a relief camp in Jammu on Tuesday.(UNI)

A woman walks in front of damaged house in Kulgam on Tuesday. —Excelsior/Sajad Dar

Hostility meets NDRF initially 
in flood-hit Valley

SRINAGAR, Sept 16:

When NDRF personnel were
rushed in here 12 days back,
topmost on their minds was to
rescue people marooned in flood
waters but they had no idea that
they will face hostility from
those whom they were saving.

At various places in
Srinagar, the personnel of
National Disaster Response
Force (NDRF) faced anti-India
sloganeering, stone pelting and
even one of their personnel was
knifed.

Five NDRF people were
injured and a few of their boats
were snatched by the locals,
according to NDRF officials.

One boat is still missing. A
life jacket was also snatched by
some mobs, they said.

The situation was more
severe towards the beginning of
the rescue operations but
improved later, the officials
said.

"Initially, there were inci-
dents of stone pelting...There
was stone pelting in Lal Chowk
area... One of our boys was
knifed on his right hand," said
Inspector Ramakant Pandey,
whose unit has been involved in
rescue operations.

As many as 35 teams of
NDRF, each comprising 47 per-
sonnel, have been engaged in
rescue and relief operations
since they were rushed in here
from Bhatinda, Ghaziabad and
Gandhinagar on September 5 as
flood waters entered the city and
the level rose rapidly.

The force has evacuated
50,629 people so, according to
its spokesman. 

Narrating the difficulties the

force had to face on a humani-
tarian mission of saving lives,
Pandey said at some places peo-
ple fought with our personnel
and even among themselves as
everyone wanted to be evacuat-
ed first.

"We were airdropped in
Kashmir on September 5. First
we tried to go to Anantnag (in
South Kashmir) but the road
was completely inaccessible.
Then we went to Pulwama. And
as soon as we started our rescue
operations on September 6,
there was stone pelting," the
NDRF official said.

"It was a very hostile attitude
even though we saved a group of
people whose boat had capsized
and provided them first aid," he
said.

Citing another instance,
Pandey said a truck drowned in
Dal gate area as people forcibly
climbed onto it and was over-
loaded.

At many places, the locals
fought among themselves over
who should be evacuated first.

"The situation was difficult
because of the attitude of the
locals," he said.

The NDRF is now engaged
in distribution of relief material
to flood-affected people.

So far it has distributed
about 68.6 tonne of relief mate-
rial in Srinagar, with 29.6 tonne
being distributed yesterday only,
an NDRF spokesman said.

Besides, health camps are
being run by NDRF in various
areas of Srinagar, treating
patients and distributing medi-
cines.

Over 6,216 patients have
been attended by NDRF, the
spokesman said. (PTI)

Oil companies restore supplies 
in flood-hit areas of J&K

NEW DELHI, Sept 16:

State-owned oil companies
have restored petrol and diesel
supplies in flood-hit areas of
Jammu and Kashmir including
the worst-hit Kashmir valley.

Indian Oil Corp (IOC) and
Bharat Petroluem Corp Ltd.
(BPCL) have resumed opera-
tions at their fuel depots in
Srinagar and have been dis-
patching petrol and diesel to
outlets across the Valley.

"IOC has loaded and dis-
patched about 400 kilolitres (kl)
of petrol and 1,000 kl of diesel
in tank-trucks from its Srinagar
depot till yesterday, for distribu-
tion in local markets. More
loads are planned for release
today," the company said in a
statement.

The bulk petroleum depot of
BPCL at Srinagar has also
resumed operations and about
400 kl of petrol and 600 kl of
diesel were dispatched from the
depot till yesterday.

"Since the Hindustan
Petroleum Corp Ltd's depot in
Srinagar is yet to become opera-
tional, its petrol pumps in the
flood-affected areas are receiv-

ing products from both IOC and
BPCL as part of hospitality
arrangement," the statement
said.

The three Oil Marketing
Companies (OMCs) are ensur-
ing that all operable petrol
pumps in the flood-hit districts
are up and running for the bene-
fit of motorists.

"Apart from replenishing
stocks at petrol pumps, high pri-
ority is being given to the fuel
requirements of the various
flood-relief agencies, district
administration, hospitals and
other essential services and tele-
com operators," it said.

Bulk stocks of petrol, diesel
and LPG available at IOC's winter-
stocking installations at Leh and
Kargil were moved to flood-hit
areas to restore normal supplies.

"Distribution of LPG cook-
ing gas cylinders to customers in
Srinagar market has also com-
menced with stocks already
available with the local distribu-
tors as well as fresh stock
moved from bottling plants in
Srinagar and Leh," it said.

Till yesterday, the three
OMCs have together dispatched
over 125 truck-loads of LPG

cylinders to Srinagar and other
parts of Kashmir Division
through alternative routes from
as far as Chandigarh,
Hoshiarpur and Jammu to
replenish stocks available with
the LPG distributors.

As roads connecting Jammu
to parts of Kashmir division
were cut off for the past 10 days,
trucks carrying petrol, diesel
and LPG had to be moved in
from Leh, Kargil, Chandigarh,
Jalandhar, Bhatinda,
Hoshiarpur, Bahadurgarh and
Rewari to feed markets in
Srinagar, Anantnag and other
south Kashmir districts.

The average time taken by
the trucks to reach Srinagar mar-
ket is 3 to 4 days.

"The OMCs have taken steps
to replenish bulk stocks of all
petroleum products in Jammu,
Leh and Kargil on a continuous
basis. They are in constant touch
with the State and district
administrations as well as the
armed forces and other para-
military agencies engaged in
flood-relief and rescue work, for
rendering all possible assistance
in respect of fuel supplies," the
statement added. (PTI)

A scene from the play ‘Insanyat Abhi Zinda Hai’ staged by
Sangam Theatre Group.

Play on flood victims 'Insanyat Abhi Zinda
Hai' staged by Sangam Theatre Group
Excelsior Correspondent

REASI, Sept 16: A short play
"Insanyat Abhi Zinda Hai" was
staged by artists of the Sangam
Theatre Group Reasi in collabora-
tion with Abhinaya Kala Manch
Reasi at different venues of the
district including Pouni, Katra,
Reasi and Talwara. The play was
written and directed by
Mohammad Akram Khan.

The play was based on flood
victims of the State. Through the
play, the artists depicted flood
affected people and problems
being faced by them. Due to flash
flood in entire J&K many people
have lost their lives and thousands
of people have been rendered
helpless and homeless.

The narrator of the play
asked the public for extending

immediate help to the flood affect-
ed families through District
Administration and recognized
agencies.

The artist who performed in
the play included Vishal Banathia,
Manjeet Singh, Sachdev Singh,
Arvind Goswami, Tarseem
Kumar, Bhavanba Magotra, Anam
Khan, Salma, Anjali Anand and
Deepti Kesar. The music was
designed by Rifat Yasmeen, make-
up by Shadab Khan and costume
by Raja Aamir Khan.

Panch, Sarpanch, local public,
students and teachers witnessed
the play.

Among others present were
Mohammad Sarver Mir, Advocate
and social activist, Shadab Khan,
Som Raj, Shahrukh  Khan,  Sahil
Abrol, Mohammad Rafiq and Dav
Raj.

IAF chopper proves saviour
for 5-year-old girl

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: For five-
year-old Saira Bilal who sus-
tained critical head injury when
her family was shifting from
their flooded house to safety in
Anantnag town of South
Kashmir last week, an Indian
Air Force (IAF) chopper came
as a "true saviour".

"It was a helicopter (of
IAF) that became a true saviour
for the girl... Due to timely
evacuation and dedicated care
of the Armed Forces, her life
was saved," Lt Col Maneesh
Mehta said here today.

Saira was among more than
2,37,000 persons who have
been rescued so far by the
Armed Forces and NDRF from
different parts of J&K after
floods hit the State about two
weeks ago.

On the morning of
September 10, when Saira's
family was moving to a safe
shelter after their house was
inundated, a tree branch fell on
her injuring her critically.

Her family members man-
aged to take her to MMABM

Hospital at Anantnag, Lt Col
Mehta said, adding the doctors
diagnosed the case as "severe
head injury" and referred her to
Medical College at Srinagar.
The family's hope to take her to
the Srinagar hospital had a lit-
tle chance as the flood situation
was worsening and the roads
were blocked.

At this hour, an IAF chop-
per came to her rescue. Saira,
along with her grandmother
Jehana Begam, was flown to
Srinagar airport but the wors-
ening flood situation made it
impossible for Saira to be taken
to any hospital in the summer
capital.

The Indian Air Force took
the initiative to send her to
Jammu. An IAF aircraft then
took Saira to Jammu. From the
Air Force base in Jammu, an
SOS message was passed to
166 Military Hospital to
receive the patient.

The child was admitted to
the Military Hospital, Jammu
on the night of September 10
almost 12 hours after she sus-
tained head head injury, the
officer said.

Saria, undergoing treatment
at the Army hospital, is recov-
ering well and will be dis-
charged soon. "The dedicated
care of the Armed Forces has
saved a tender life," Lt Col
Mehta said.

Separatists should clear their stand 
Deal with attackers on IAF,
Army with iron hands: BSP

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: State unit
of Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) has
slammed the separatists and asked
them to clear their stand whether
they had sympathy with the flood
affected people of Kashmir or not
and urged upon the Central
Government to deal with iron
hands with the anti-national ele-
ments involved in attacks on
Army and Air Force men involved
in relief and rescue operation in
Kashmir.

In a meeting of the BSP State
unit held here today under the
chairmanship of  president, Tulsi
Dass Langeh the members unan-
imously passed a resolution  ask-
ing separatists leaders of
Kashmir to clear their stand,
whether they had any sympathy
with the people of Kashmir who
lost their dear ones and property
in floods. It was alleged that
attacks on the men in uniform by
some anti-national elements are
being committed on the behest of
separatist leaders. They demand-
ed that stern action be taken
against the people involved in the
attackers on Army, Air Force and
NDRF rescue teams in this hour
of crisis. Such people are the ene-
mies of nation and they should be
thrown behind the bars. 

While highly appreciating the
role of Indian Army and Air Force
besides NDRF involved in rescue
operation, the BSP leader

appealed the people to contribute
for the flood affected people of
Jammu and Kashmir and support
them in this hour of crisis. They
said only due to prompt action of
Air Force and Army lives of thou-
sands of people could be saved
while there was no local
Government visible at all. The
BSP leadership demanded that
that all those involved in creating
hurdles in relief and rescue opera-
tion and attacking forces should be
arrested and punished as per  law
of the land, treating them as ene-
mies of  the nation. 

Plus 2 Lecturers Forum
appeals cadre to 

donate for flood victims 
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: A meet-
ing of All J&K Plus 2 Lecturers'
Forum was held here today
under the chairmanship of its
president, NS Jamwal in which
threadbare discussion and delib-
eration was made to make con-
tribution for the help of flood
victims.

NS Jamwal appealed the
members of the Forum to con-
tribute generously through con-
cerned principals of Higher
Secondary Schools, DIETs and
SIE to donate for flood victims.

Among other issues dis-
cussed was the adjustment of
lecturers repatriated from
Ladakh for more than four
months. Jamwal strongly
stressed upon the DSE Jammu
and Commissioner Secretary
Education that all the lecturers
from the Ladakh and DPC lec-
turers deployed at DSE Jammu
should be adjusted in the insti-
tutions at an earliest, so that the
study of students does not suffer
further more.

The Forum also stressed for
transfer of those lecturers who
have completed their tenure in
far flung areas, to their home
localities. 

AI sends 21 lifeboats from New 
York to Srinagar free of cost

NEW DELHI, Sept 16:
Air India has transported 21 lifeboats from New York to

Srinagar free of cost to aid the ongoing rescue and relief operations
in flood-ravaged Jammu and Kashmir.

The 21 inflatable boats in a 100 kg consignment were given by
"a good samaritan" and flown in the direct New York- Delhi flight
and then sent to Srinagar, an airline spokesperson said.

On its arrival at Srinagar, the boats were immediately put into
operation, he said, adding that earlier too, Air India had carried 15
boats for the Indian armed forces for evacuation purpose.

Air India also transported 20 tonnes of relief material, mostly
medicines, drinking water, blankets, cooked food and chlorine
tablets, on its two flights from Delhi to Srinagar.

Air India has been flying in large quantities of relief materials
to Srinagar, Jammu and Leh over the past week, apart from ferry-
ing a large number of armed forces and paramilitary personnel
from Jammu to Srinagar and Leh to help in the rescue and relief
operations. (PTI)

ADG visits PHQ,
enquires welfare of staff

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Sept 16: In
order to enquire the welfare of
staff of Police Headquarters
(PHQ), the Additional Director
General of Police (Headquarters),
S. P. Vaid today conducted inspec-
tion of all sections of PHQ and
enquired the welfare of staff
members and their families, who
were affected due to recent flood
in Valley.

He was accompanied by IGP
(Personnel), A. K. Choudhary,
IGP (Headquarters), Deepak
Kumar, DIG (Administration, Ali
Mohammad and AIG Provision,
A. A. Kakroo and AIG (Welfare),
Rajeshwar Kumar.

SVC office starts
functioning

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: The
office of the State Vigilance
Commission (SVC) has started
functioning at Srinagar from
today after floods in Kashmir.

An official spokesman said
that, State Vigilance
Commission (SVC) office at
Srinagar has started functioning
from today after floods in
Kashmir.

He stated that Chief
Vigilance Commissioner
(CVC) took stock of the record
and office which has suffered
minor damage due to recent
floods in Srinagar.

CVC has asked the com-
plainants to get fresh dates from
the office for the cases which
were adjourned due to floods.

Protest against  PDD, 
people block road
Excelsior Correspondent

MENDHAR, Sept 16:
Residents from Ghani, Uchhad,
Dabraj and Mankote villages and
adjoining hamlets held strong
protest demonstration against the
PDD authorities for their failure to
restore electricity supply to these
villages in last two weeks.

The villagers of this area came
out on Mandhar-KG-Poonch road
at Mankote and started protest
demonstration at around 7 am.
They raised barricades to block
the road and then started protest
demonstration. The movement of
vehicles came to halt on this road
with the protest of the villagers.
They raised loud slogans against
the Chief Minister Incharge PDD,
Chief Engineer and AEE
Mendhar.   

Sarpanch Dabraj was leading
the protest. He alleged that AEE,
PDD Mendhar and Executive
Engineer were responsible for
their failure to restore electricity
supply to the people in last 13
days. He said in most of the areas
of district Poonch,   the power sup-
ply has been restored but the field
staff of this area is hardly bothered
about the plight of the people and
even the senior PDD officials
were also sleeping over the matter. 

Later, Tehsildar Mankote
Shahzad Khan and SHO con-
cerned reached the spot and they
assured the people to take up the
matter with the higher authorities.
Tehsildar also spoke to AEE PDD
Mendhar on phone and asked him
to restore power supply on war
footing in this belt. There after the
people lifted dharna at around 11
am.

AG Goni
passes away

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: Abdul
Gani Goni, a veteran politician
of the State hailing from
Bhaderwah passed away today
at GMC Hospital Jammu after
brief illness.

Late Goni had a long history
of his career which he started
with joning Indian Army and
after serving the same being  a
law graduate started legal prac-
tice at Doda. Later, he became
member of Constituent
Assembly and served the State
after joining politics in different
capacities. He was Member of
Parliament (MP) in early sixtees
and became a State Minister
subsequently Cabinet Minister.

He was elected as Speaker
of J&K Assembly in the year
1972 and remained as such till
1977. Late Goni was appointed
as ambassador to Jordan by
Govt of India by Janata Party
regime in the year 1978. 

Late Goni have three daugh-
ters and two sons and is uncle of
Mohd Aslam Goni, former
Advocate  General.

Former Principal GMC
Jammu is the eldest daughter
Shahnaz Goni presently Chief
Engineer (Maintenance) Power is
youngest daughter, besides Dr
Shama Goni, is doctor in America
.His elder son is serving in
Insurance Company in Saudi
Arabia and younger son is XEn in
R&B Deptt. With the death of
Late Goni, people of State in gen-
eral and people of Jammu region
in particular are in state of grief
and have expressed sympathies
with the bereaved family.He will
be buried in the premises of
Alnoor Mosque, Greater Kailash
Jammu tomorrow  (Wednesday)
at 11 AM .The funeral procession
will start from G-5 Lane 17,
Greater Kailash, Jammu. 

CRPF rescued
over 3000 flood

victims: IG
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 16: Working
relentlessly, Central Reserve
Police Force (CRPF) rescued
more than 3000 labourers from
the inundated areas of Srinagar.

IG, Operations Kashmir,
CRPF has stated that CRPF res-
cued and evacuated more than
3000 flood victim labourers.

All the rescued and evacuated
people were shifted to Banihal
from various parts of Kashmir in
CRPF vehicles, he added.

He further stated that CRPF
is running a number of rescue
relief and medical camps in var-
ious parts of Valley for flood
victims.


