
Jammu and Srinagar are set  to
get their separate AIIMS or
AIIMS-like institutions soon.

That, at least, is what the winter and
summer capitals of the State have
been assured of. And it sounds as if
AIIMS or AIIMS-like institutions
are bakery items, produced at will,
like 'roti' from a tandoor or a 'dou-
ble roti' (bread) from an oven. I wish
the sanctioning authority would at
least for the present limit its endeav-
ours to just providing for an AIIMS-
like institution not an AIIMS as it
was originally conceived  in  New
Delhi in the early 50s of the last cen-
tury. The original AIIMS was large-
ly intended to serve  as a temple of
advanced learning with emphasis on
quality research, post-graduate
studies,  and not the overstretched
general  hospital  it  has since
become.

Yes, it does provide for medical
education, including post-graduate
studies and some  research   but its
claim to fame has over the years
come to rest on the
availabilty of good
health care, highly exag-
gerated perhaps,but
good enough to make it
the very  preserve of the
high and the mighty
from the political class.
Ageneral hospital  offer-
ing medical  care of a
highly specialized
nature,particularly so,
as I said, if you  are  a
VIP or otherwise  well-
connected. I do believe
the people in the twin
capitals, Jammu and Sri-
nagar, must quickly rec-
oncile to the reality that
what they have actually
been seeking all these
months is an excellent
faculty with a high
degree of specialization.
For the rest, if they must,
they should be content
with an expansion of
medical facilities, not of the private-
ly run teaching shop variety, but
ones with excellent faculties and
other infrastructure. There,frankly,
is no point in having mushrooming
universities and colleges whose
only raison d'etre will forever
remain that of cash cows earning
their greedy owners, again mostly
from the political class or with
direct patronage  of this unscrupu-
lous lot.

Emphasis on education is para-
mount on the agenda of any govern-
ment as is the gap in demand and
supply in the vast education sector,
a widening chasm undoubtedly but
one which,unfortunately, is tempt-
ing the unscrupulous  - their num-

bers are  legion - to provide tempt-
ing short-cuts even in this vital sec-
tor. Limitation in  both,infrastruc-
ture and administration for accom-
modating the glut of students in gov-
ernment run institutions may per-
haps be  accepted, as one of the rea-
sons  often used to advance the case
for the entry of private sector in the
field of education. By all means do
let the private sector get into the
field but extreme caution  must be
observed while   allowing an entry
into this vital sphere. Failure to stop
the unchecked  entry into the field
of higher education,professional or
otherwise, can only   lead to further
lowering of standard.

Take  any of our major States,
particularly the upcountry ones, and
see for yourself how hundreds of
teaching  shops, masquerading as
professional colleges  and universi-
ties, have sprung up in,say, the last
decade, all of them set up by politi-
cians and their cronies.  A random

survey with the help of some col-
leagues  in Bihar,UP,Madhya
Pradesh brought  home to me in the
most telling manner the scourge
these teaching shop-colleges/uni-
versities have become. Everything
in this world of the fake is on sale
and available if you got the money
to buy it : from fake law degrees to
bachelor's degree in dentistry,ENT .
You name it and the degree,whatev-
er, is here for you - for a price. The
university or the college,for all you
know, may be next door to the place
you live in. I won't bother you at this
stage about buying your entry into
regular professional colleges - for a
price no doubt - and people willing
to help you formally by sitting in  for

you   at an examination hall, writing
your answer  papers or helping  you,
seated  in the  exam hall, get the right
answers to the questions staring you
in the eye.

Not to worry, as they say. There
is this unique feature of our pro-
grammes of social justice. I am not
questioning the merit of having job
reservations for the backward or
even for reserving seats for them  in
educational institutions. But a line
needs to be drawn when it comes to
professional institutions like the
ones  teaching  engineering or med-
icine.

The Institute of Technology
,Roorkee last month  expelled 72
students for failing to get the mini-
mum passing  grades  at the end of
their first year of studies..Now, I am
not being a casteist but it turns out
that all of them had gained  admis-
sion on the basis of reservations and
all had failed even to get the low per-
centage of marks required of them
for promotion to the next year.They

had  gained admis-
sion to the presti-
gious course on the
basis of average to
high ranks in their
respective  cate-
gories  among the
SC, ST and OBCs  in
the IIT-JEE test. But
once their IIT educa-
tion began they
lagged behind. So
much so that  all of
them failed to get the
cumulative grade
point average. Antic-
ipating the usual hue
and cry over the
"mass expulsion" the
students have since
been taken back on
the condition they
fulfil  the basic crite-
ria for first year in
what will actually be
their second year at

the prestigious  institution
A scrutiny of the results  for the

first year ,as reported by a national
daily, showed  that  of the batch of
1002 students of all categories who
failed 90 percent were from
reserved categories, as many as 49of
them from  much sought after cours-
es computer science, electronics,
electrical, chemical with the maxi-
mum from civil engineering. Sever-
al factors including the inevitable
one of language have been cited as
the reason for the poor showing by
the students . But in reality it means
that many deserving students might
in the process have been denied
admission to these specialized
courses. Again, I am not question-
ing  the concept of reservations.
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30th July hanging of Yakub Memon was flashed by the national and inter-
national media organizations as per their preferred political and ideolog-
ical inclinations. BBC had the line " India has carried out execution of

Yakub Memon the man convicted of financing the deadly 1993 Mumbai bomb-
ings ." Courts ,though, tell us that he had done more than mere financing the
nefarious act. Mark the words " financing ….. . " They are used intentionally .
Intent is to show Memon a lesser offender getting ' disproportionate' penalty .
That is the tragedy with the Europeans and Americans that they  simplify ter-
ror acts committed somewhere else. But then in this case, probably , blame
largely lies with us to make them think so. 

Hanging of Mumbai blast convict Yakub Memon and what preceded imme-
diately thereto , had inundated the media with the shrill cries of 'five star
activists' and the 'rage boys' in a synthetic sympathy for the deceased. Words
of common sense  were drowned in the 'pearls of wisdom' poured out by 'bleed-
ing hearts' ; who per convenience always lie low- when they should be active
and surface only after everything is settled by the due process of law and jump
to express ' feigned rage ' on the act. They seem to be the followers of Ben-
tham's theory of Dog's law. (Act after the event has happened) Their misplaced
wailing became sufficient for the foreign media to take a cue and slant the news
of death of terrorists like Memon in a patently mischievous manner, as to por-
tray them side actors in the sordid drama, not fit to receive the 'main award' -
death in this case. He is shown  victim rather than a perpetrator and the news
is relayed more to mock the Indian judicial system than to show to the world
real character of the offender. That is the curse with Westerners and the Amer-
icans. To secure their people and shores they would find no compunction in
propping up Mujahidin, Talibs and establishing Guantanamo bays, do Falkland
to every state not conforming to their taste and justify everything under the
infamous cliché of War on Terror and Clash Of Civilizations. But when a third
world country tries to shore up the defence of state their mischievous pontifi-
cation comes out. Mercifully, the goose is coming home to roost.

Scandivian countries which have no death penalty are on the verge of bring-
ing it on the statute book as terrorism has started showing its ugly face there.
Latest studies reveal that nearly 40% of the people in those countries want so.

We don't have dearth of the mischief mongers. An orchestrated chorus is
on to bring the nefarious act of the convict within the ambit of "Action -Reac-
tion" theory. His "mourners" try to justify the act of Memon on this rule an say
that it should be seen in the background of what happened in Mumbai in 1993
riots and the destruction of a structure in Ayodhya, in 1992 . Some, however,
showed 'grace' in not exonerating him but only claimed leniency. Communal
angle is thus brought in and a non- existent majoritarian tilt is spotted in the
justice delivery system of the country. Even judiciary is not spared. Courts are
accused of "pandering to the muscle- flexing majority."  Remember, they are
the persons who castigated those who held so in case of Gujarat riots of 2002,
when some independent observers tried to explain the tragedy on what had hap-
pened to the Kar savaks who were, previously, burnt alive in a train at the Godhra
station. For these ' bleeding hearts' Godhra burning didn't happen at all - and if
it did there was no connection with the subsequent events that followed in
Gujarat in 2002. See the irony ! What didn't matter in 2002 is advocated with
force in 2015 to claim mercy for a proven criminal. Over- enthusiastic ' activist
', driven by colorable motivation, are still baying for the blood of PM Naran-
dra Modi (then CM of Gujarat) despite he having been cleared of all the charges
by the highest investigating agencies. Invoking "cause - effect" theory to jus-
tify communal riots, in any circumstance, is most detestable. It ought to be
avoided at all costs.

Death makes no one proud, unless of course it is of a martyr to an honor-
able cause. So, normally no one should meet with it as a penalty .But, then, in
India we hardly had normal times to live in: mostly due to the past history and
partly due to geography. Therefore, an argument to retain death penalty on the
statute book or obliterate it there from has to be founded on the fact that, per
force, India, is made to live, perpetually, in a war mode. Nonetheless, with
regard to the issue, much can be said on both sides. We leave this discussion to
the other day. Is an accomplice / accessory to the crime as much liable as the
main actor is? Let legal experts tell us. Till then, so for as Yakub Memon's case
is concerned, every law abiding citizen must respect the verdict confirmed by
the Apex Court.

Yakub Memon is dead. Allow him to rest in peace in his grave. It makes no
sense to keep him alive just to suit the colorable convenience of an eternal rage
boy or of a compromised activist. They must wait for some other synthetic cause
to wail and cry.

(The author is former Principal District & Sessions Judge)
feedbackexcelsior@gmail.com
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Flood threatens Ladakh
Incessant rains have flooded the rivers, nullahs and

rivulets in entire Ladakh region. The flood waters
have inundated the low lying areas and a situation

akin to the flash floods of 2010 is fast developing. As if
the devastation caused to various parts of Ladakh dur-
ing the disastrous floods of 2010 was not enough, the
nature has once again unleashed its unsparing fury
against this vast region. The weatherman has predict-
ed more rains which has spread scare and horror
among the people especially of the low lying areas. 

Reports coming from Ladakh say that life stands dis-
rupted and people are abandoning their homes and
moving to higher places to escape the wrath of floods.
Bridges, culverts and other infrastructure have caved in
and roads are washed away. People have got stranded
in water logged areas and telecommunication services
have been disrupted. Some vehicles have been
washed away by flood waters and irrigation and water
works have virtually vanished. Most of the schools
have been closed because the approach roads have
been washed away by the floods. It was during the
night of August 3-4, that flood waters inundated the
thickly populated area of Tashi Gatsal in Choglamsar,
which was the worst affected area during 2010 natural
calamity.

The flood waters that visited various parts of Ladakh
in 2010 should have been an eye opener for the
authorities and particularly the Disaster Management
Authority of the State. While recapitulating the story of
that calamity and the way the authorities handled it, we
notice that the Government did not take any concrete
step to meet such disasters in future. It is a pity that the
damages to life, property, livestock and crops by the
flash floods of 2010 did not prompt the authorities to
take preventive measures against recurrence of such
disasters in future. No doubt police and disaster man-
agement personnel and some administrative officer
have been seen trying to provide rescue and relief
assistance to the stranded people, yet the magnitude of
devastation is much bigger than what one may imag-
ine.  Fortunately, there is satisfactory rapport between
the civil authorities and the defence organization in
Ladakh and during the 2010 floods also the army had
rendered yeoman's help to the civilians.

However, the point we like to emphasize is that dur-
ing five years in the past, there have been two floods in
Ladakh area. It is now established that some areas are
flood prone and need to be attended by authorities.
Therefore the State Government as well as the LHDC
should jointly formulate anti-flood policy for the region
and that should be implemented in time bound manner.
For example, the people living in low lying areas should
be encouraged to move to safer places and those
deciding to shift should be provided with rehabilitation
support. Some of the more threatening nullahs and
streams should be diverted away from the habitation
and the engineering team should prepare a blue print
of such diversions. The weather forecasting system in
Ladakh should be strengthened and modernized so
that advance warning is issued whenever it is felt that
heavy rains are likely to be there in near future. The
most important step to be taken is to strengthen and
expand the Disaster Management mechanism in
Ladakh. Adequate funds, equipment and manpower
have to be provided. An advance project of alternative
supply line via air dropping shall have to be formulated
and approved to remain in place and made operative
whenever need for using it arises. 

These are the plans for future, and of course, these
should be under consideration at the government level.
But immediately, the relief and rehabilitation in Ladakh
should be undertaken on massive scale. Damaged cul-
verts, bridges, infrastructure etc. have to be restored.
Civil supplies must not remain suspended even for a
moment and those who have suffered the loss of prop-
erty, house, livestock and crops should be provided
relief and compensation immediately. Necessary medi-
cines and medical support to the stranded and
marooned people need to be provided. The Centre
must also come to the rescue of the flood sufferers in
Ladakh.

ReTs racket
Appointment of teachers under Rehbar-e-Taleem

scheme has come under the scanner of the
State High Court. Serious doubts have been

expressed by the court about the fairness of selection
of teachers under this scheme. It has doubted the gen-
uineness of educational certificates of most of the
teachers appointed under the scheme. The court has
expressed concern about the quality of education and
the results shown by these institutions. In the first
place, the genuineness of the institutions from which
the appointed teachers have obtained educational
qualification certificates is doubtful. The court has
observed that many ReTs have obtained degrees from
the "tuck shops" operating in and outside the State and
unless this trend is checked the students would be rel-
egated into the "dark cave of Plato". Secondly, the
selection of teachers under the scheme is prejudiced
and arbitrary so much so that the court has called it
election not selection. 

ReTs have been under scanner for a long time. It
has given rise to so many doubts and scandalous
rumours. It is generally believed that appointments in
these institutions were made on political considerations
or that political interference was widespread when
selection of teachers was made. Even when in the past
some officers tried to do some probing into various alle-
gations, they were discouraged and the lid that covered
its irregularities was never lifted.

Now, under censure from the High Court, the
Government has decided to subject the ReT teachers
to proficiency and screening tests and verification of
degrees obtained by them. Proficiency test is necessi-
tated by the poor performance of the students in com-
parison to performance by private schools. Though
there has been resentment among some sections on
the idea of Government's policy of testing and screen-
ing, the strategy chalked out by the Government will
have to be enforced under the directions of the court.

MEN, MATTERS & MEMORIES
M L KOTRU

Sir,

Presently , BOPEE has been conducting counseling both for Medical as well as
Engineering streams simultaneously in J & K. Though counseling is done according
to the rank of the students and the govt. has already bifurcated Medical and Engineer-
ing streams category wise on the website but, during the counseling process , the stu-
dents of reserved category i.e. SC,ST, ALC, RBA , JKPS etc. are allotted seats in Open
Merit which is a grave injustice for the students of General Category. This way the
students of reserved category make way for those students of reserved category who
are unable to find seats in Govt. Medical and Engineering colleges whereas the seats
occupied by the reserved categories in Open Merit  the students of general category
and reduce the number of general seats thereby reducing the chances of the open mer-
it students to take admissions in the Govt. run colleges. This is how the general cate-
gory is deprived of its rights in the general courses as well as in govt. jobs.Is it a mat-
ter of pride or shame for the Governments of the States and the Centre who profess to
give equal rights to all categories. Govt. is requested not to fill the seats of OM by the
reserved ones. If they do so , then the seats left vacant by the reserved category stu-
dents should be allotted to the OM candidates and vice-versa.  Only then  a balance
can be maintained. A grave injustice is being done to the general category students for
the past so many years by the successive Governments for reasons best known to them
which is a cruel joke on the part of the Govt. and BOPEE. The state govt. should recon-
sider their decision while allotting seats in professional colleges and general courses
in future so that general category students must not be deprived of their legitimate
rights.

Yours etc....
Kuldeep Singh Bandral 

164-B Jeevan Nagar
Jammu.

Sir,

The Education Minister of
J&K,Naeem Akhter's statement that the
Education Department has initiated the
process of modifying and redesigning
the curriculum to make learning job
intensive,needs to be viewed in right
perspective and welcomed and appreci-
ated by one and all.There is no doubt
that curriculum and courses of study
should be designed and redesigned in
such a manner that they equip the stu-
dents studying at various levels with the
necessary skills required for meeting
the demands of job oriented market and
helping them to face the challenges of
fast changing life.For this purpose, the
curriculla at various level needs to be
updated and redesigned periodically  to
enhance employability of the students
in the fast changing economy and mar-
ket after they complete their courses.
The subjects which have lost their rele-
vance in the modern times need to be
done  away with and new subjects with
job potential and in tune with the chang-
ing needs of the society need to be giv-

en prominent place in the  curriculum at
school, college and university level.So
far the curriculum in English is con-
cerned,emphasis needs to be given on
the functional rather than the structural
aspect of the language and students
need to be equipped with skills such as
writing good English and speaking
English with fluency and proper stress
and intonation.Efforts must be made to
hone up the communication skills of
students at each level.Infact,  commu-
nication skills play an important role in
developing the personality of an indi-
vidual and help a lot in getting job for
them.Last but not the  least, Curriculum
needs to be redesigned in such a way
that it becomes mandatory for the stu-
dents to spend more time in libraries and
laboratories rather than indulging them-
selves in rote learning,in order  to
acquire practical skills and self learning
which are so essential for leading a suc-
cessful life in the modern times.

Yours etc....
Ashok Sharma,

Udhampur.

Plea to Dy CM
Sir,

It has been learnt that the
Deputy Chief Minister Dr Nirmal
Singh took an extensive tour of his
constituency. It is really a heart
warming gesture on the part of the
Dy Chief Minister that he is con-
cerned about the welfare of peo-
ple. But it is to bring in his notice
that Nagrota Gujroo, besides vil-
lages Uchapind and Garhi also fall
in his constituency. These villages
are neglected to this day, and lack
civic aid basic necessities of life.

The road and communication
network is also not upto  the mark.
The people here suffer terribly on
account of it.

As such it is requested that
attention be paid to these neglect-
ed villages  at the earliest.

Yours etc....
Vidya Rattan Sharma

Nagrota Gujroo

BOPEE counselling Redesigning curriculum

Anil Anand

My way or highway
increasingly seems
to have become a

norm steadfastly being fol-
lowed by the Indian political
system more so the ruling BJP
and the premier opposition par-
ty the Congress. The approach
which appeared in patches in
the past decades started strong-
ly emerging during UPA-II
with BJP, then in opposition,
taking the cake. It is the rever-
sal of role in the current con-
text.

The question has become
pertinent in the face of logjam
which has led to the near wash
out of the ongoing Monsoon
Session which is almost in its
last leg. The stalemate is more
due to my- way or highway
approach incidentally adopted
both by the ruling dispensation
and the Opposition (read Con-
gress) than anything else.

Such situations had arisen
in the past as well that had led
to acrimonious exchanges
leading to disruption of the two
Houses of Parliament for days
together. At the end discovery
of some meeting ground led to
the resolution of disputes. It
happened primarily due to
willingness of leaders, particu-
larly on the ruling side, to offer
and accept a chance to break
the logjam.

The current situation in Par-
liament 2015 is not only entire-
ly different but has acquired
dangerous proportions in more
than one ways. The most
alarming, which is fraught with
alarming consequence of set-
ting a bad precedent, has been
the total silence on the part of
Prime Minister Mr Narendra
Modi and his ostensible
unwillingness to establish a
contact with the Opposition
leaders which has led to confu-
sion both in the ruling as well
as the Opposition camps.

Mr Modi, eversince his
thumping victory in last Lok
Sabha elections, has shown
penchant to follow out-of-the-
box methods to tackle issues
and even shunned traditional
ways of electoral politics and
in the matter of governance as
well.  One had hoped that he
would tread the same path to
break the Parliament deadlock.
But from all available indica-
tions it appears that he is not
inclined to adopt any first-
approach doctrine towards the
Opposition leaders.

The Prime Minister's polit-
ical advisors must be best
placed to guide him in adopt-
ing a tough demeanour. But in

the Parliamentary democracy
such tough posturing or more
succinctly putting across,
political arrogance has no
place. Posturing is certainly an
important component of poli-
tics in a democracy but certain-
ly should not be an end in itself.
If that be the result is what the
people are witnessing in the
current Parliament Session.

Since there are no indica-
tions of Mr Modi looking for
some out-of-the-box solutions
to resolve present crisis, it can
be safely said that he could
have tried one or two tradition-
al approaches or followed the
precedents. A tried and tested
mechanism, successfully fol-
lowed in the past, is a phone
call as ameans of breaking the
ice with agitated Opposition
leaders.

It is still not clear weather
Mr Modi would follow this
precedent which has been suc-
cessfully tried in the past by
leading political lights such as
Mrs Indira Gandhi, Mr P V
Narsimharao, Mr V P Singh,
Mr Atal Bihari Vajpayee ( all
former Prime Ministers) and
more recently the then UPA
chairperson Mrs Sonia Gandhi
who was the symbol  of  con-

centration of political power
during the UPA rule. The
results were for everyone to
see.

The other mechanism often
adopted by the ruling parties,
in particular, is to convene an
all party meeting. A free and
fair discussion with the Gov-
ernment of the day showing its
willingness to offer elbow
space to the Opposition, most
of the times in the shape of a
face saver, makes all the differ-
ence.

For unexplained reasons
Mr Modi thought it prudent not
to attend the all party meet con-
vened by his party and Govern-
ment managers. One ostensible
suggestion which his advisors
would have made in not attend-
ing the meeting is the obdura-
cy of the Opposition to scale
down that could have led to
embarrassing moments for the
Prime Minister. If it is so then
perhaps they have forgotten
that such an exercise is meant
to face the wrath and then ulti-
mately find a way out of the sit-
uation.

Political parties, be it the
ruling or Opposition, have a
unique art of justifying their
actions even if it is not con-

vincing the people. Parliamen-
tary affairs minister Mr M
Venkaiah Naidu said the all-
party meeting was convened to
break the logjam, but the Con-
gress continued to stick to its
demand for the resignations.

Congress leader   Mr Ghu-
lam Nabi Azad said he was hap-
py that the government called
the meeting, but said that
"unfortunately, it wants to run
the House on its own terms and
conditions".

This is an index of the stale-
mates that result out of mind-
less adversarial politics. And
an exercise such as the all par-
ty meeting is meant to find
common minimum ground as a
way out of the politics of rival-
ry at least in the matter of Par-
liament functioning.

Unfortunately, the 'Luxman
Rekha' defining the electoral
politics and Parliamentary
practices has almost evaporat-
ed. The mechanism to resolve
disputes related to Government
and the Parliamentary issues is
absolutely different from
direct hitting and mud-slinging
usually attached to routine pol-
itics. There are definitely no
meeting grounds in the normal
competitive politics. But that is

not true of Parliament/ Legis-
lators where the two sides dif-
fer to finally converge at some
point in public interest.

As the dictum goes, it is the
responsibility of the Govern-
ment of the day to ensure
smooth functioning of Parlia-
ment or state legislators. Most-
ly, the dictum is followed by
the political parties as long as
they are in the Opposition. The
context changes with the shift-
ing to the Treasury benches.

The ten years of UPA rule
followed by the current BJP-
led NDA government are the
glaring examples of this polit-
ical flip-flop which has been
the outcome of political arro-
gance and expediency.  These
factors are avoidable and
should be shunned in the over-
all interest of the Parliamen-
tary democracy and well-being
of the nation.

Both the Ruling and the
Opposition should avoid my-
way or highway approach
which is glaring in the ongoing
stalemate. A more accom-
modative posture particularly
by the dispensation in power is
what is needed. The Monsoon
Session, true to its nomencla-
ture, has been washed not by
rains but by political hardline.
Endeavour should be made to
save the next Winter Session.
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AIIMS—AIIMS like institutions

Washout of monsoon session

Yakub is dead - Long live Memon

There,frankly, is no point in 
having mushrooming 

universities and colleges 
whose only raison d'etre will
forever remain that of cash
cows earning their greedy 
owners, again mostly from 
the political class or with
direct patronage  of this

unscrupulous lot.


