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Mufti hails farsightedness of 
Modi-Sharif, hopes for lasting peace

NEW DELHI, Dec 22: 

A small 20-year-old BSF
plane ferrying the force’s
technical personnel to Ranchi
today crashed near Dwarka
and burst into flames just out-
side IGI airport shortly after
take-off killing all 10 people

on board.
The ill-fated twin-engine

Beechcraft Super King plane
suddenly took a kind of u-turn
towards the airport after taking
off at 9.37 am and hit a tree
while apparently approaching to
land following a possible tech-
nical problem, according to offi-
cials from the Air Traffic
Control and Directorate General
of Civil Aviation(DGCA). Three
officers were among the vic-
tims, BSF officials said.

The 11-seater plane, induct-
ed into the force in 1995, then

smashed through a portion of
the boundary wall at the edge of
the airport near a railway track
and landed in a sewage treat-
ment plant, they said, adding the
accident happened at around
9.40 am amid reports the pilots
may not have send any
‘Mayday’ signal to the ATC.

Closest residential
settlements were
about one km
away from the
crash site.

“It is unfortu-
nate that all 10
people including
the pilots have
died in the crash,”
Union Minister of
State for Civil
Aviation Mahesh
Sharma said. There
were two pilots on
board the plane

that crashed at Shahbad
Mohammadpur village.

An inquiry has been ordered
by Civil Aviation Ministry.

BSF sources said the techni-
cians were on their way to
Ranchi to repair a helicopter.

The DG-level talks between
India and Bangladesh scheduled
today in Dhaka were cancelled
in the wake of the crash, they
said.

The bodies of all the 10
paramilitary personnel have
been recovered and sent for

BSF aircraft crashes in Delhi;
all 10 on board killed

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Dec 22:  The
State High Court today
expressed its displeasure over
non-seriousness of Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir and
Chief Engineer I&FC
Department over restoration
of river Jhelum and sought
personal appearance of these
officials in case they fail to file
reports in accordance with
court directions.

Justice Ali Mohammad
Magrey and Justice B L Bhat
expressed disapproval and dis-
pleasure over the compliance
reports of Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir, Chief
Engineer I&FC Department and
all the concerned Deputy

Commissioners with regard to
original width and restoration of
river Jhelum.

Court while passing the
direction reiterated its stand that
in large public interest, it is pur-
suing the onerous cause to pro-
tect and preserve the water bod-
ies including the river Jhelum.

Court while going through
one of the compliance report
filed by Deputy Commissioner
Kulgam said it is deficient of
details. Court also expressed its
concern over the non-serious-
ness of Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir after
going through his compliance.

"The Divisional
Commissioner Kashmir and
Chief Engineer, Kashmir

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Dec 22:
Kashmir valley had respite
today from extreme cold as
night temperature after plum-
meting to minus 5.6 degree
Celsius rose by over six notes
and settled above freezing
point for the first time in last
10 days.

Srinagar and other parts of
Kashmir valley received light
rains this evening while the hills

had light snowfall and icy winds
were blowing across Valley.

The temperature in Srinagar
increased by nearly six degrees
from the previous night's mini-
mum temperature of minus 5.6
degree Celsius and settled at 0.1

degree Celsius. The day temper-
ature settled at 9.5 degree
Celsius. 

The night temperature
remained above the freezing
point for the first time in the last
10 days in the city, which expe-
rienced the coldest night of the
season yesterday. The fringes of
the Dal lake that were frozen for
last few days were no longer
frozen this morning. 

The minimum temperature
also increased by over five
degrees in Pahalgam in South
Kashmir, as the mercury there
settled at a low of minus 2.1
degree Celsius compared to the
previous night at minus 7.2

Power crisis in Kashmir in Chillai Kalan
Respite for Valley from cold 

after light rains, snow

Sanjeev Pargal
JAMMU, Dec 22: In a

major boost for local cadre
officers—the Kashmir
Administrative Services
(KAS), the Cabinet Sub
Committee (CSC) on cadre
review of Administrative
Services today recommended
creation of several new posts
in the administration for KAS
officers, both inside and out-
side the Civil Secretariat.

However, at the same time,
the CSC ensured that the Indian
Administrative Service (IAS)
officers were not let down and
recommended that only IAS
officers should be posted as the
Deputy Commissioners (DCs)
of “critical districts’’.

The CSC finalized its rec-
ommendations after two hour
long meeting this afternoon
under the chairmanship of
Deputy Chief Minister Dr
Nirmal Singh, Incharge Power
and Housing and Urban
Development Departments. All
other four members of the CSC
were present. They included
Education Minister Naeem
Akhter and Finance Minister Dr
Haseeb Drabu (both from PDP),
Health and Medical Education

Minister Choudhary Lal Singh
and Animal Husbandry and
Science and Technology
Minister Sajjad Lone.

Official sources told the
Excelsior that the recommenda-
tions will be placed before the
next Cabinet meeting to take
final call on the cadre review of
IAS and KAS officers, which
had been ordered by the
Government following resent-
ment among the local cadre offi-
cers that they were not getting
their due postings.

Sources said the CSC has
ordered creation of eight new
posts of Joint Directors in the
Education Department, all of
which will go to the KAS offi-
cers.

The teaching faculty will be
eligible only up to the posts of
Chief Education Officers
(CEOs) and equivalent posts
while the posts of the Joint
Directors will go to the KAS
officers.

There will be one Joint
Director of Education each for
J a m m u - S a m b a - K a t h u a ,
Udhampur-Reasi, Doda-
Kishtwar-Ramban, Rajouri-
Poonch, Srinagar-Ganderbal-
Budgam, Baramulla-Kupwara-
Bandipora, Anantnag-

Pulwama-Shopian-Kulgam and
Ladakh.

“This will rejuvenate the
education system in Jammu and
Kashmir,’’ sources said, adding
that presently there was only
one Director Education each in
Jammu and Kashmir divisions.
The Director Education Jammu
had to look after 10 districts
while the Director Education
Kashmir is looking after 12 dis-
tricts (10 of Kashmir and two
from Ladakh).

The creation of eight new
posts of Joint Directors will help
solve problems of teaching fac-
ulty and administrative prob-
lems at sub region level, sources
said, adding a teacher from
remote border district of
Kupwara or Surankote in
Poonch district wouldn’t have to
come to Srinagar or Jammu
respectively for his/her
grievances.

In another significant deci-
sion, the CSC has recommended
that posts of Directors of four
Departments, which have sepa-
rate Directorates for Jammu and
Kashmir divisions like Tourism,
will also go to KAS officers. It
has also recommended bifurca-
tion of four more Directorates
with separate heads for Jammu

J&K to have eight new Jt Directors Education
CSC recommends several new posts

for KAS, critical districts for IAS

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 22: In
another Confidence Building
Measure (CBM), the Army
officials of India and Pakistan
met today at Chakan-Da-
Bagh along the Line of
Control (LoC) in Poonch dis-
trict and decided to take for-
ward the CBMs like mainte-
nance of ceasefire, return of
inadvertent civil border
crossers, check on airspace
violations and keeping each
other informed on construc-
tion activities close to the LoC.

A decision to boost the
CBMs was taken after the Army
officers of two sides met this
morning at Chakan-Da-Bagh for
about two hours and agreed to

the importance of exercising
restraint along the LoC and
keeping the communication
alive through established mech-
anism, official sources told the
Excelsior.

The meeting comes after
Brigade Commander level talks
between the two sides on

September 21 at the same bor-
der meeting point, which had
ended hostilities between the
two sides along the LoC that
had led to repeated ceasefire
violations and targeting of the
civilian areas in which a number
of civilians were killed and
injured on both sides.

Sources said the Army offi-
cials of India and Pakistan have

agreed to maintain ceasefire
agreement of November 2003 in
letter and spirit to ensure that
the civilians on both the sides
live peacefully and were able to
cultivate their crops in the for-
ward areas.

After September 21, Brigade
Commander level flag meeting,
very few ceasefire violations
have been reported along the
LoC in twin border districts of
Rajouri and Poonch. 

However, Army had foiled
major infiltration attempt by the
militants at Mukhyari, Sabjian
in Poonch district last month in
which two hardcore militants of
Lashkar-e-Toiba (LeT) were
killed. From the possession of
militants, Army had recovered
material made in Pakistan

including T-shirts of Jamat-ud-
Dawa (JuD) headed by dreaded
Pakistani militant Hafiz Saeed,

Sources said there was
general understanding
between India and Pakistan
that the innocent civilians
crossing the LoC inadvertent-
ly should be returned to their
respective countries after
proper verifications.

“Both the sides were of the
view that there was no fun of
detaining the civilians, who had
crossed the LoC due to mis-
take,'' they added.

Like ceasefire, the two sides
also stressed that there should
be no airspace violation by the
either country along the LoC as
it leads to problems between the

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 22: The
Education Department today
notified its new policy banning
mid-term transfer of teaching
staff, proposing tenure of the
teachers between two and
three years excepting Ladakh
and higher reaches, where it
will be one year, posting of
spouses in same general area,
inter-cadre transfer of lady
official in case of marriage
after five years of service and
giving suitable posting to the
officials before one year of
retirement.

The new transfer policy for
employees of School Education
Department was issued today
vide Government Order No.

622-Edu of 2015.
“There will be no mid-term

transfers of teaching staff mem-
bers. The schedule for transfers
in Summer Zone will be from
June 1 to July 31 and in the
Winter Zone from January 1 to
February 28,'' the transfer policy
said.

However, in view of differ-
ent academic years for Summer
and Winter Zones, the timing of
transfers would not apply to the
transfers involving change from
one Zone to another.

“This will also not apply to
postings of officials upon their
promotion, revocation of sus-
pension, resumption of duties
after training/leave or on issues
related to performance and
rationalization,'' the policy doc-

ument said, adding that transfers
in respect of Ladakh region will
be in accordance with the policy
laid down by the Ladakh Affairs
Department.

“Tenure of the teachers at
one place would ordinarily be
two years and maximum three
years. However, the tenure in
respect of Zone-III areas like
Ladakh and other upper
reaches shall be one year for
any person, not otherwise res-
ident of that area or not
belonging to the said district
cadre,'' it said. After an offi-
cial serves in Zone-III, he/she
will necessarily be given post-
ing of preference for two
years.

The Policy documents said
the official shall generally have

to serve in difficult areas on pro-
motion, whether immediately or
later, unless specifically exclud-
ed by the Administrative
Department. Official recruited
from areas that give reservation
benefit shall ordinarily be
required to serve the prescribed
period in such areas.

In another significant deci-
sion, the transfer policy said:
``to the extent possible, the
spouses shall be posted in the
same general area. In case of
marriage, inter-cadre transfer of
lady official shall be allowed
provided they have served for
five years in their parent cadre
(district/division). However,
such transfer will be subject to
availability of vacancies and

Education Deptt notifies new Transfer Policy

Timing, tenure of transfers fixed

Mohinder Verma
JAMMU, Dec 22:

Shocking it may sound but it
is a reality that Jammu and
Kashmir has failed to over-
come the lapses and shortcom-
ings in the implementation of
the Mid-Day Meal Scheme,
which were pointed out dur-
ing last performance audit of
the scheme conducted more
than eight years back by the
Comptroller and Auditor
General (CAG) of India.

This can be gauged from the
glaring financial indiscipline,
poor quality of meals and inade-
quate monitoring and over-
reporting of enrolment figures,
which have again been pointed
out by the highest audit body of
the country in its latest report
tabled in the Parliament recently
with the mention that red flags,

which were raised earlier, are
still persisting.

The non-serious attention
towards the shortcomings point-
ed out during the performance
audit of the scheme during
2007-08 clearly indicates that
concerned authorities of Jammu
and Kashmir don't want to
ensure proper implementation
of the scheme, which is aimed at
providing nutritional support to
school children and was
launched in Jammu and
Kashmir in September 2004.

In its report for the year
ended March 2014, the CAG
has pointed out declining trend
in enrolment of the children dur-
ing the period between 2009-10
and 2013-14, adding "no atten-
tion has been paid towards
Union Ministry's instructions
envisaging the formulation of
specific plans to create aware-

ness about the scheme among
parents of children identified
and eligible but not enrolled.
The report further said: In
Jammu and Kashmir, no initia-
tives were taken in this direc-
tion.

After scrutiny of records
related to food-grains allocat-
ed and lifted, the CAG said,
"Jammu and Kashmir lifted
less than 80% food-grains
against allocation during
2009-10 to 2013-14", adding
"this is mainly because the
projection of number of chil-
dren in Annual Works Plan
and Budget was on a higher
side and number of children
who actually availed Mid-Day
Meal Scheme in comparison
to enrolment was less.
Moreover, Mid Day Meal was
served on less number of days
during the year than what was

approved by the Programme
Approval Board".

During 2009-10, the per-
centage of food-grains lifting
was 90% while as the same dur-
ing 2010-11 was 61%.
Similarly, during 2011-12, the
food-grains lifting was 69% and
the same was 83% during 2012-
13. Likewise, during 2013-13
the percentage of food-grains
lifting was 63%.

The CAG has also pointed
out various inconsistencies
between the figures of the food-
grains lifted by Jammu and
Kashmir and the Ministry. As
far as enrolment (Primary and
Upper Primary level) is con-
cerned, there is difference of
135504 in the figures provided
by the Ministry and Jammu and
Kashmir. Similarly, there is dif-
ference of 108862 in the figures

CAG again paints gloomy picture about Mid-Day Meal Scheme

J&K fails to overcome lapses pointed out over 8 yrs back
*Financial indiscipline, poor quality of food still persists

Parl lowers Juvenile age to 16
NEW DELHI, Dec 22: 

Those aged 16 and above will now be tried as adults for
heinous crimes like rape as Parliament today passed a bill, days
after the juvenile convict in the ghastly 2012 gangrape-cum-mur-
der case walked free for lack of such a legal provision.

Watched from the galleries by the distraught parents of
Nirbhaya, the victim in the December, 2012 incident, the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Bill, which provides for
lowering the age from 18 years, was passed by Rajya Sabha by a
voice vote with Congress support after a walkout by Left parties.

The Left parties as well some others including NCP and the
DMK voiced caution over the measure, which had already been
passed by Lok Sabha.  The Left parties wanted it to be sent to a
Select Committee so that there is no haste in amending the law

Nimbhorkar calls on Governor
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Dec 22: Lt Gen R R  Nimbhorkar, GOC 16 Corps,
called on Governor N N Vohra  here at the Raj Bhavan today.

Lt Gen Nimbhorkar briefed the Governor about the  situation
along the LoC and the emerging security environment during the
current winter.

The Governor discussed with the General several issues relat-
ing to more effective surveillance of the IB sector and further
strengthening of the counter-infiltration grid. The Governor also
spoke to Lt Gen Nimbhorkar about security concerns in the hinter-
land.

CB charge-sheets 15 in ETT scam
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Dec 22: In the infamous Elementary Teachers
Training Scam, Crime Branch Kashmir presented charge sheet
against 15 accused persons before the Court of Special Judge Anti
Corruption.

The charge sheet has been presented under FIR Number
27/2013 under Sections 420, 468, 467, 471, 120-B RPC r/w 5 (2)
PC Act registered with police station Crime Branch Kashmir.

The case was registered after the receipt of communication
alongwith enquiry report of Joint Secretary BOSE Srinagar. The
report inter alia revealed that Elementary Teachers Training
Courses conducted by ETT Colleges is a huge scandal where
crores of rupees were exchanged as bribe. Various candidates were

Roads being upgraded along IBs
NEW DELHI, Dec 22:

India is constructing and upgrading roads along the borders
with Bangladesh, Pakistan, China and Nepal and plans similar
action along the Indo-Bhutan and Indo-Myanmar border as well,
Government told the Lok Sabha today.

Minister of State for Home Kiren Rijiju said construction and
upgradation of roads of 4,379 km along Indo-Bangladesh border
has been going on.

Such a project is also being implemented in 689.95 km along
the Indo-Pakistan border, he said during Question Hour.

Construction and upgradation of roads is also going on in
3,796 km along Indo-China border and 1377 km along Indo-Nepal
border, the Minister said.
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JAMMU : 
Partially cloudy sky
TEMPERATURE

Max: 17.0 Degree C 
Min: 6.4 Degree C

RELATIVE HUMIDITY
RH-I (Morning): 88.0 per cent
RH-II (Evening): 77.0 per cent
Sunset on Wednesday: 05.31 p.m.
Sunrise on Thursday: 07.31 a.m.

KASHMIR:
Light rain/ Snow

TEMPERATURE
Max: 9.5 Degree C 
Min: 0.1 Degree C

RELATIVE HUMIDITY
RH-I (Morning): 81.0 per cent
RH-II (Evening): 77.0 per cent

LEH:   TEMPERATURE
Max: 2.8 Degree C 
Min: -10.2 Degree C
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A rescue team removing the wreckage of a
BSF aircraft from the crash site in New Delhi
on Tuesday morning. (UNI)

Two youth die in accident 
Excelsior Correspondent

RAJOURI, Dec 22: Two youth were killed when their bike was
hit by an unknown vehicle near Muradpur last night. 

A police spokesman said that mishap took place when both vic-
tims Sachin Kumar (19), son of Raj Kumar resident of Dalogara
and  Ravi Kumar (23), son of Ram Lal, resident of Saranu village
were going to their  homes from Rajouri side. It was at around
10.45 pm when an unknown vehicle hit the bike No. JK-11A/5546
and both the boys were thrown away. They kept lying on the road
in the cold for some time.   

A villager noticed the boys lying in pools of blood on the road
near Muradpur bridge and informed locals of the area. They
reported the matter to Rajouri police on phone. After some time,
the police party led by SHO reached there and they shifted the
boys to District Hospital Rajouri at around mid-night where, doc-
tors declared them as dead. 

The police registered a case  in this connection and started
investigation. The dead bodies of the youth after postmortem were
handed over to their respective families for last rites.  
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HC expresses displeasure over
non-seriousness of Div Com, CE 

(Contd on page 6 Col 3)

Fayaz Bukhari
SRINAGAR, Dec 22: Chief

Minister Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed today hoped that rec-
onciliatory moves of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
his Pakistani counterpart,
Nawaz Sharif, will lead to last-
ing peace in the region. He

hailed the two PMs for their
farsightedness and maturity
in extending hand of friend-
ship towards each other.

Mufti while addressing a
public gathering at Sher-e-
Kashmir Park after laying foun-
dation stone of a new flyover
(grade separator) near TRC
Junction Srinagar, hoped that
the fresh reconciliatory moves
would result in lasting peace in
the region. "The voices of peo-
ple of J&K have been heard. I
hope the two countries will now
engage in a comprehensive and
sustained dialogue to reduce
trust deficit which will pave

way for more people-to-people
contact, confidence building
measures and broadening of the
scope of trade across the Line of
Control (LoC) as well the
International Border. I also hope
the fresh reconciliatory moves
between India and Pakistan will
break new ground and result in
lasting and sustained peace in

the region," he said.
Chief Minister promised to

make the state an abode of peace
and tranquility. He said that his
endeavor is to end political
uncertainty which has brought
miseries to the people of the
State.

On the implementation of
National Food Security Act in
the State, Mufti said the govern-
ment took a big decision to pro-
vide ration to people on subsi-
dized price as per Census 2011.
Referring to the criticism from
opposition parties and separatist
groups on the act, he said:
"However, we welcome sugges-

tions and ensure that all stake-
holders will be taken on board."

Mufti said that his
Government's emphasis is
development of the summer
capital and decongestion of
old city. "Srinagar is our
heart. The government will
offer land as equity to develop
new housing colonies and

townships in PPP mode, espe-
cially for urban poor and
those belonging to very low-
income groups. I feel the pain
confronting people and under-
stand hardship facing them on
the housing front. We will
overcome the acute shortage
of affordable housing colonies
in downtown city which is
bursting at its seam," he said.

Spelling out his plan to
develop Srinagar as a Smart
City, Chief Minister said that
initiatives are being taken for its
major facelift. He said since
Srinagar bore the brunt of dev-

Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed and PDP president Mehbooba Mufti addressing a
meeting at Sher-e-Kashmir Park in Srinagar on Tuesday.

Agreement on border crossers, construction, airspace
India, Pak to take CBMs forward;
decide to maintain peace on LoC
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