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66th Republic Day celebrated
with gaiety, fervour

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 28: The 66th
Republic Day was celebrated
with gaiety and fervour.

Republic Day was celebrat-
ed at Government Higher
Secondary School, Surinsar.
Principal Girdhari Lal Atri pre-
sented the welcome address and
the National Flag was unfurled
by the chief guest Sarpanch
Subash Singh. Students of
GHSS Surinsar and adjoining
Government Middle and
Government Primary Schools
displayed various cultural items. 

Government High School,
Sagoon celebrated Republic
Day. The National Flag was
hoisted by Dittu Ram,
Numberdar and Gian Chand
Sumbria, Sarpanch. PC Sharma,
Chairman Panchayat Adalat
Sagoon, Mul Raj Gupta,
Headmaster GHS Sagoon and
Kuldeep Raj Sharma, Principal,
Bal Shishu Vidyalya Saoon,
large number of people of
Sagoon and Bral villages, facul-
ty members and students were
also present. The students of
GHS Sagoon and Bal Shishu
Vidyalya presented cultural
items, wherein GHS Sagoon

secured first position and second
position was claimed by Bal
Shishu Vidyalya.

A colourful programme was
organized at Government Girls
Middle School, Dharam Khoo,
Bhalwal to celebrate Republic
Day. The National Flag was
unfurled by Sarpanch Amar
Nath in presence of VEC mem-
bers, SDE Balwant Kataria,
Incharge of the school Madhu
Bala, staff members and stu-
dents. 

Government Girls Middle
School, Doomi, Zone Bhalwal
celebrated 66th Republic Day.
Sarpanch Ravi Kumar Verma
unfurled the National Flag in
presence of panchs, VLEC
members, Headmaster Anju
Gupta, staff members and stu-
dents. On the occasion, students
sang patriotic songs and also
presented dance items.

Mount Litera Zee School,
Kathua celebrated 66th
Republic Day. On the occasion,
chief guest was Er Narinder
Singh Bali, Additional DC,
guest of honours was Saroop
Chander, retd prof and special
guest was Gautam Sharma,
Deputy Director. Tejinder Kaur,
Principal, Surya College of
Education, Pankaj Dogra, MD
Dogra Cultural Group and
Chairperson MLZS Kathua Anu
Dogra were also present. Many
activities were performed by the
students.

To celebrate 66th Republic
Day, Dr SS Jamwal, Director,
Department of Agriculture
hoisted the National Flag at
Krishi Bhawan, Talab Tillo. The
programme was jointly organ-
ized by All J&K Agriculture
Officers Welfare Forum
(AJKAOWF), Non-Gazetted
Agriculture Graduates
Association (NGAGA), All
J&K Agriculture Employees
Association and Agriculture
Drivers Union, in which large
number of officers and employ-
ees of Agriculture Department
participated. Susheel Saini,
Director Law Enforcement,
Sudesh Koul, Joint Director of
Agriculture (Inputs), Jammu,
Onkar Singh Choudhary, Chief
Agriculture Officer, CM

Sharma, Deputy Director
(Central), Matinder Singh,
ADO, Jammu besides many
other dignitaries expressed their
views.

66th Republic Day was cele-
brated by Arya Samaj Rehari
Jammu wherein representatives
from other Arya Samajs of
Jammu city were present. The
National Flag was hoisted by
Bharat Bhushan Arya, president,
Arya Pratinidhi Sabha J&K
along with senior member
Satyvir Gupta, followed by
National Anthem. Glowing trib-
utes were paid to freedom fight-
ers who had sacrificed their
lives for the sake of the nation.
Other members who were pres-
ent include Prem Gupta, Ritu,
Sarvshree Rakesh Chohan,
Kuldip Gupta, Prof Yoginder
Gupta, Chain Lal Shastri, Arun
Khanna, Nischint Arya and
Inderjit Gupta.

Bharat Vikas Parshid, Bahu
Branch, Trikuta Nagar celebrat-
ed Republic Day at Secotr-9,
Trikuta Nagar. Yash Puri, Sangh
Sanchalak was the chief guest
on the occasion. Children of
Trikuta Nagar and Blue Bird
School presented cultural items.

Sh Badrinath Shiv Mandir
Management Committee,
Arorian Di Chapri, New Plot
celebrated Republic Day. The
National Flag was hoisted by
Purshotam Abrol, president of
the management committee in
presence of Bharat Bhushan,
vice president, Vijay Khajuira,
SC Sharma, Sarish Mahajan,
Purshotam Sharma and others
members of the committee.
General public were also present
on the occasion.

On the eve of 66th Republic
Day, Member Legislative
Council, Dr Shehnaz Ganai
donated force traveller
Ambulance, purchased through
Constituency Development
fund, to Primary Health Centre
Sawjian. The ambulance was
handed over to Medical Officer
at PHC Sawjian, in presence of
the CMO Poonch, BMO Mandi,
Block President NC Abdul Ahad
Bhat, various workers of NC
and large number of people of
the area. 

Excelsior Correspondent

RAJOURI, Jan 28: The peo-
ple taking part in a religious pro-
cession held strong protest
demonstration against the local
administration and PHE authori-
ties at Nowshera for their failure
to provide water supply through
tanker for hundreds of devotees
participating in Shobha Yatra of
Guru Ravi Dass ji.

A large number of people
after completion of annual
Shobha Yatra at Nowshera town
moved to the Tehsil office com-
plex and started protest demon-
stration. They alleged that  the
concerned officials of PHE Sub
Division Nowshera and local

administration failed to make
arrangements of drinking water
for the devotees despite the fact
that Sub- Divisional administra-
tion had been informed by the
Sabha committee members in
advance about conduct of reli-
gious procession and its route. 

They raised slogans against
SDM, Tehsildar and AEE PHE
and demanded action against the
officials. Later, Tehsildar
Nowshera, Akbar Khan
appeared before them and
assured action against the offi-
cials concerned. He claimed that
PHE officials had already been
informed about the matter.  Then
agitating people lifted dharna. 

Patients during a medical camp at Sher Colony, Baramulla.

Army organizes medical-
cum-veterinary camp

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Jan 28: Army
today organized a medical-
cum-veterinary camp in Sher
Colony of Baramulla district
under its ‘Operation
Sadhbhavana’.

A joint team of doctors
from Army and civil adminis-
tration, including lady doctors,
nursing assistants and para-
medics participated in the
camp providing medical assis-
tance to 426 people, including
men, women and children.

Besides, 427 livestock were

also treated at the camp. A
team of one veterinary doctor
with three assistants was pres-
ent to treat the livestock.
Various other stalls, including
one stall of fertilizers, a stall of
Road Safety by Motor Vehicle
Department and a stall by HP
gas for spreading awareness
about use and safety of LPG
cylinder was also on display
for the awareness of the locals.

The Army has been regular-
ly organizing medical camps in
the strife torn areas of
Baramulla district.

Students donating blood during a camp by Aryans Institute of
Nursing on Wednesday.

Aryans Institute of Nursing
organizes blood donation camp

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 28: Aryans
Institute of Nursing today organ-
ized "blood donation camp" on
its campus where students and
staff of the Aryans Group enthu-
siastically donated blood. 

Dr Anshu Kataria, Chairman,
Aryans Group, inaugurated the
event while an 8- members team
of doctors and technicians from
Rajindra Hospital, Patiala con-
ducted thorough medical check-
up of voluntary donors and
selected 83 eligible donors. 

The students were given cer-
tificates and donor cards along
with refreshments.  H Deep, pres-
ident, Mission Laally te Haryally
was also present on the occasion. 

According to Dr Jasneet,
Medical Officer, Rajindra
Hospital,   a person can save 3
lives from 1 unit blood.  She
added that these camps not only
provide blood to the blood banks
but also are a great boon to the
thalassemia and leukemia
patients who need blood infu-
sions frequently.

Dr Anshu Kataria, Chairman,
Aryans Group appealed the
youth to donate blood for this
noble cause. He encouraged the
students to continue the blood
donation every year so that the

patients who die due to paucity of
blood may survive. He added that
the college was looking forward
to organize such camps on regu-
lar basis as blood is life and
blood donation is noble cause.

Prof A P Jain, Director, Aryans
Group said that such camps will
kindle a spirit of social service
among the student community.
Quoting the benefits of donating
blood, he further said that it helps
to maintain healthy heart, increas-
es red blood cells production,
helps in decreasing body weight
and on top of it improves the psy-
chological health as it gives a feel
good factor.

Prof B S Sidhu, Registrar,
Aryans Group, also spoke on the
occasion.

Activists of National Trade Union Front staging protest dhar-
na in Jammu on Wednesday. -Excelsior/Rakesh

NTUF activists stage 

protest dharna
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU,  Jan 28:  The
activists of National Trade
Union Front (NTUF) held
protest dharna near Press Club
in support of pending demands
of  the State Government
employees and pensioners here
today. 

Members of the Front led by
Mohd Gafoor Dar, State presi-
dent held protest dharna for
some time near Press Club and
then sat on day long dharna at
Exhibition Ground. They drew
the attention of the  Government
towards pending issues of the
employees including regulariza-
tion of contractual work-
ers/teachers,  framing of policy
for their regularization, release
of two installments of  17 %
DA, remove pay anomalies,
enhance Medical allowance,
releasing of pending wages of
ICDS, SWD, PHE, Irrigation,
Soil Conservation and
Floriculture workers/ employ-
ees.    

While addressing rally
Gafoor Dar condemned the
delaying tactics of the State
Government with regard to the
settlement of pending issues of
the employees. He said that
most of the demands have
already been agreed by the
Government representatives but

unfortunately despite written
agreement, the same were not
implemented. The Government
miserably failed to provide jus-
tice to the employees, he
alleged. 

Mr Dar said the NTUF will
wait for another two months
(upto March 31,2015), failing
which the Front members would
come out to the streets and
launch massive agitation.
Rajinder Kumar, S Vikramjit
Singh, Raj Singh, Piran Ditta
and  Moulvi Muneer also
addressed the gathering.CRPF organizes medical camp

Excelsior Correspondent

BHADERWAH, Jan 28:
33rd Battalion of Central
Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
today organized a medical
camp at village Dranga.

ASP Roop Raj Bhagat
inaugurated the camp and said
that this initiative of CRPF
will go a long way in provid-
ing medical facilities to the
people in the far flung areas of
Bhaderwah, where medical
facilities are not available.

In this camp, around 250
patients were examined and
free medicines were distrib-
uted among the needy

patients.
People from various vil-

lages including Sartingle,
Athkar, Butla, Haddal
Badrote, Sehri, Upper and
lower Bhejja, Thanala, Nalthi
etc took part in the camp.

Chief Medical Officer Dr
Jagdish Singh from CRPF and
Dr Davinder Sharma from
SDH Bhaderwah examined
the patients.

On the occasion, Second IC
Deepak Kumar Shrivastva,
Major Lakshman Ram Sharma,
senior citizen Ranbir Singh
Manhas and Sarpanch Sartingle
Mohammad Ashraf were also
present.

Doctor examining patient during medical camp at village
Dranga in tehsil Bhaderwah. -Excelsior/Tilak Raj

Samoon inaugurates workshop on
“On Farm Water Management”
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 28:  A 2-day
workshop titled "On Farm Water
Management" was organized by
Horticulture Department under
National Mission on Sustainable
Agriculture (NMSA).

Field functionaries from
Agriculture, Horticulture, pro-
gressive farmers from Jammu
division, scientists from
SKUAST-Jammu, technical
experts from companies dealing
with installation of Micro-
Irrigation System including Jain
Irrigation Systems Ltd., Harvel
Agua (I) Pvt. Ltd., Shalimar
Enviro Pvt. Ltd., Swastik Agro
and Netafilm were present on
the occasion.

The workshop was inaugu-
rated by Dr. Asgar Hassan
Samoon, Commissioner
Secretary Agriculture
Production Department.

Naresh Modi, Project
Director, from National
Committee on Plasticulture

Applications in Horticulture
(NCPAH), was the resource per-
son for micro-irrigation and pro-
tected cultivation.

The workshop was attended
by Director Horticulture, Anil
Kumar Sharma, Director
Floriculture, K.K. Sharma and
Chief Executive Officer, IWDP
Dr. G.H. Shah. 

Dr. Samoon asked the repre-
sentatives of the companies
dealing with micro-irrigation to
install the systems as per the
field requirements. He informed
that On Farm Water
Management programme
(OFWM) under NMSA has been
approved for the State to the
tune of Rs 5.39 crore.

Director Horticulture pre-
sented the progress achieved in
the implementation of the pro-
gramme and informed that
Action Plan of Rs 42.19 lakhs
has been approved for this pro-
gramme under Horticulture sec-
tor of Jammu Division. 

Pensioner & Sr Citizens
Association discusses

several issues
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 28: The State
executive committee of J&K
Pensioners and Senior Citizens
Welfare Association held a meet-
ing under the chairmanship of
State president Sampat Parkash
for discussing several social issues
and demands of the pensioners.

The meet demanded release of
due installments of DA in favour
of pensioners, increase in pension
after the age of 80 and enhance-
ment in the Medical Allowance
besides application of Medicare
scheme on Central pattern.

The Association also
demanded that the Senior
Citizen Act, passed by the State
Assembly on August 27, 2014
should be reviewed for welfare
of the senior citizens

The Association also dis-
cussed some social issues such
as drug menace, Save Girl
Child campaign and Swachh
Bharat Abhiyan by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

During the meeting, it was
decided to organize one-day
conference at Jammu City soon
to carry forward the mission of
the Association. 

Dead body 

recovered
Excelsior Correspondent

KATHUA, Jan 28: Hiranagar
Police has recovered a dead
body of male from village Payari
in Hiranagar tehsil today.

He has been identified as
Kuldeep Kumar, 40, Son of
Bishen Dass of Tali. Kuldeep
was missing for last four days
and today his body was seen by
the villagers of Payari in bushes
and they informed the police.

A police spokesman said that
soon after getting the informa-
tion a police party was dis-
patched to the village which took
the dead body into its custody. 

He said the dead body has
been kept at mortuary in SDH
Hiranagar and it will be handed
over to family after postmortem
tomorrow.

The cause of his death is not
known. Hiranagar Police has
registered a case and started
investigation.

Pensioners seek

release of  DA
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 28:  Retired
employees of Prisons
Department have urged upon
the State Government to release
pending two installments of  17
% DA in favour of pensioners at
the earliest.

In a meeting of the members
of J&K Prisons Retired
Employees Welfare Association
held here today, its president
Krishan Singh urged upon the
Governor to release the  4th
annual installment of 6th Pay
Commissioner arrears payable
from April 2014  and two pend-
ing DA installments of 10 %
and & 7 % ,  due from January
14 and July 2014 in cash in
favour of pensioners.  He also
demanded  enhancement of
medical allowance from Rs 300
to Rs 1000 per month for the
employees and pensioners. 

3 injured in road mishaps
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 28: Three persons were injured today in separate
road mishaps in city and its outskirts.

According to a police spokesperson, a pedestrian namely Navjot
Singh (21) son of Harbans Singh, a resident of lower Belicharana,
was hit and injured by an unknown vehicle near Government
Hospital, Gandhi Nagar, here this afternoon.

A youth identified as Krishan Kumar (24) son of Dewan Chand,
a resident of Sector 1, Durga Nagar, was also injured when the bike
he was riding on, was hit by an unknown vehicle at New Plot area.

In another case, a bike rider was also injured when a car hit his
two-wheeler at Bahu Plaza area, this evening. The injured has been
identified as Harpreet Singh son of Sukhdev Singh, a resident of
Nai Basti near Satwari.

All the injured were shifted to Government Medical College
and Hospital (GMCH), Jammu for treatment.

In all cases, the concerned police have taken cognizance. 

Wallet lost
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 28: Tariq A
Rather, Assistant Director
News, DD Kendra Jammu has
lost his wallet somewhere on
Janipur main road yesterday
evening.

The black coloured wallet
contains personal driving
license, SBI ATM cum Debit
card, some important visiting
and other cards, information
chits, cash less than Rs 1000
and one amulet.

If any body has found the
wallet he is requested to return
the same to Mr Rather at D D K
Talli Morh Jammu or inform
him on phone number
9419000268.

Absconder arrested
from Punjab

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 28: Jhajjar
Kotli police arrested an abscon-
der from Punjab, who was

evading his
arrest for the
past four years.

As per
police sources,
police team
from Jhajjar
Kotli police sta-

tion conducted a raid in village
Sarangwal area of tehsil
Hoshiarpur in Punjab and
nabbed an absconder, who was
at large for the past four years.

The accused has been identi-
fied as Harmesh Lal, son of
Hazara Ram, a resident of
Village Sarangwal, tehsil
Hoshiarpur, District
Gurashanker, Punjab.

The absconder was wanted
in a case registered under FIR
number 92/2010 under Section
8/15 Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act with Jhajjar Kotli
police station and was abscond-
ing since then.

The accused was produced
in the court of law and sent to
judicial custody for 15 days.

Police team led by SHO
Jhajjar Kotli police station SI
Hilal Azhar made the arrest
under the supervision of SDPO
Nagrota Khaliq Choudhary and
SP Rural Rajiv Pandey.

Kotwal reviews stock, 

supply position
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR,  Jan 28:
Commissioner/Secretary, PHE,
Irrigation & Flood Control, Dr.
Pawan Kotwal today chaired a
divisional level officers meeting
and reviewed the stock and sup-
ply position in the Valley.

Reviewing the stock posi-
tion, the
Commissioner/Secretary was
informed that as many as 5554
metric tons of rice, 13183 met-
ric tons of wheat and 660 metric
tons of sugar is available in
godowns of CA&PD.

The Commissioner/
Secretary also took stock of var-
ious matters relating to post
flood rehabilitation, supply of
six month free ration and demo-
lition of illegal encroachments
with the Deputy Commissioners
of the Valley.

He directed the
Commissioner Srinagar
Municipal Corporation to raise
up the dewatering pumps in
Srinagar city and also reviewed
other developmental projects.

It was given out that 650
works have been completed in
flood affected areas in district
Anantnag while 104 works each
in Shopian and Budgam dis-
tricts and 295 in Kupwara dis-
trict.

Among others, the meeting
was attended by Chief
Engineers of various wings,
Director Health Services
Kashmir, Director Horticulture
Kashmir, Joint Commissioner
Srinagar Municipal
Corporation, Conservator of
Forests, Secretary LAWDA,
Sub Divisional Magistrate
Srinagar and other officers of
district administration.

Commissioner/ Secretary, PHE Pawan Kotwal chairing a meeting at Srinagar on Wednesday.

Medicos threaten indefinite
strike over doc’s suspension

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Jan 28:
Doctors in the Valley have
threatened to launch an indefi-
nite strike against the illegal sus-
pension of a senior doctor of
Government Medical College
here.

A spokesperson of the
Doctors Association of Kashmir
(DAK) said that if the DAK
president Dr Nisar-ul-Hassan is
not reinstated, doctors of
Kashmir hospitals are left with
no option but to go for indefinite
strike against the unjustified and
illegal suspension.

He said that Dr Nisar ul
Hassan has been suspended for
raising voice against illegalities
which is vindictive.

"DAK president has been
victimized for raising issues of

public concern and his suspen-
sion is simply aimed at detering
him from speaking out on legiti-
mate grievances. He exposed the
infamous spurious drug scam
which killed hundreds of pre-
cious lives and his endeavors in
this connection should have
been applauded rather than
unleashing reign of terror
against him," the spokesperson
said.

He said that their president
has been raising voice against
corruption, nepotism and
favoritism in health care which
is responsible for its mess and
has adversely affected patient
care. Suspending him has given
untold sufferings and miseries to
his patients and medical stu-
dents are deprived of a teacher
and a mentor, he said.

Protest against

PHE at Nowshera

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Jan 28: With
an aim to strengthen the
party's foothold across
Kashmir valley, Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) today
kick-started its membership
drive to attract new members
into the party fold.

The party is aiming to add
at least three lakh new mem-
bers into the party fold in
coming months across the
Kashmir valley.

The membership drive was
officially kick started here in

a function in which all the
party's senior workers, dis-
trict heads and candidates
fielded in recently held elec-
tions in different constituen-
cies across Kashmir valley
were present.

Speaking on the occasion,
Manesh Sharma, BJP State
secretary and incharge of the
membership drive for Jammu
and Kashmir, told reporters
that the party wanted to start
the membership drive earlier
but because of the floods, fol-
lowed by State Assembly
elections, it got delayed.  

Sharma added that the aim
was to reach every household
in the Kashmir valley. "The
membership drive would con-
tinue till March 31, and we
hope to connect at least two
members from each family in
the party," he said, adding,
the initiative was taken across
the country to make the BJP
one of the largest cadre based
party in the world.

He also said that the party
had already added 65,000 new
members in the State before
this proper membership drive
was launched. 

Elaborating on the
mechanics of the membership
drive, Sharma said that BJP
has established a Toll Free
No. 18002662020, which on
dialing would automatically
seek information from the
caller and register him as a
member of the party without
incurring any expenditure.

He also said that every
party worker shall have to go
in the public and get at least
100 members registered and
only then will he qualify for
any post in the party.

BJP starts membership drive across
Kashmir to strengthen party base

FIR registered against
officials of Relief Org,

card holder
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 28: Crime
Branch Jammu has booked
some officials of Relief
Organization and a card holder
for fraudulently drawing
relief/ration by preparing fake
documents. 

An FIR under Section 420,
466, 467, 468, 471 and 120-B
has been registered against
Bharat Bhushan Bhat of
Wanpoh Anantnag, at present
Bakshi Nagar Jammu on a com-
plaint made by Assistant
Commissioner (Relief), Relief
Organization (M) Jammu.

Bharat Bhushan, registered
as a migrant in Zone Bakshi
Nagar-C under relief category
for four souls, had  fraudulently
drawn ration amounting to Rs
2.37 lakh for one non-existing
soul by preparing fake docu-
ments in connivance with Zonal
officers. 

Laleshwar Asthapan
Committee constituted
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Jan 28: A general
body meeting of Laleshwar
Sadeshwar Asthapan, Pampore
in South Kashmir district of
Pulwama held elections by dis-
solving the old body.

As per a release, Maharaj
Krishan Koul was elected presi-
dent of the new Committee and
Dr Om Parkash Chaku as
Trustee cum accountant,
Kishore Kumar Koul was elect-
ed as general secretary, Daya
Krishan Bhat as organizer,
Kanya Lal Koul as secretary,
Ashok Kumar Wangoo as pub-
licity secretary and Ramesh

Kumar Koul as cashier.
Besides, J L Raina, Hari

Krishan Koul, Ram Krishan
Raina and Satish Munshi as
trustees, Bal Krishan Bhat,
Chaman Lal Koul, Tej Krishan
Koul, Vijay Pandita, Mahraj
Krishan Bhat, Maharaj Krishan
Koul and Sagar Bhat as its mem-
bers.

The meeting decided that
new Committee will take over
managing affairs of Laleshwar
Asthapan soon and take neces-
sary steps for renovation of tem-
ple, dharmshallas and other
allied Hindu properties in
Pampore.


