
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 18:  Following
alleged leakage of class 8th
paper, Directorate of School
Education has ordered postpone-
ment of T-2 language paper
besides suspension of a
Superintendent and Assistant
Superintendent of an examina-
tion centre at a school in
Udhampur district.

The Director also has also ini-
tiated  an enquiry into the alleged
leakage of question paper and
asked Principal DIET Udhampur
to get an FIR registered in this
connection with the local Police.  

The envelope along with seal
of  language question paper
(Hindi/Urdu) belonging to series
‘A’ was found opened in centre
number 109 B, Government High
School Larh, Zone Ghordi in
Udhampur district.

Taking serious notice of the
possible leakage of question
paper, which was scheduled to be
held tomorrow, the Director
School Education, Simrandeep
Singh ordered postponement of
the language paper. The said
paper has been now rescheduled
to be held on March 23.

Besides, the Director also
ordered the suspension of Master
Amarjeet Singh, who was
Superintendent in the said centre
and Teacher Sham Lal, Assistant
Superintendent, with immediate
effect. 

Field Officer SIE Jammu, Om
Parkash shall conduct an enquiry
into the matter and furnish his
report within 10 days.

Excelsior Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Mar 18:
Government has set up an
Indo-US Working Group on
Mars with the objective of
potential cooperation between
the two countries.

Announcing this in reply to
a question in the Lok Sabha
today, Union Minister of State
(Independent Charge) for
Development of North Eastern
Region (DoNER), MoS PMO,
Personnel, Public Grievances,
Pensions, Atomic Energy and
Space, Dr Jitendra Singh stated
that after the taking over of the
Narendra Modi Government, a
charter establishing "ISRO-
NASA (National Aeronautics
Space Administration) Mars
Working Group" was signed on
September 3, 2014 and very
recently a meeting of the
Working Group was also held
from 29 to 31 January this
year. The scope of this
Working Group will include
potential ISRO-NASA cooper-
ation in space missions to
Mars, he added.

Referring to enormous ben-
efits likely to accrue as a result
of possible cooperation in
inter-planetary missions, Dr
Jitendra Singh said, such com-
plex missions involve heavy
cost and a possible collabora-
tion between the two countries
would help minimize the budg-

et in addition to enhancing
technological capabilities and
onboard resources.

Describing the Mars
Orbiter Mission (MOM) as the
most striking example of
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's "Make in India" con-
cept , Dr Jitendra Singh said,
the entire mission was devel-
oped through 100 per cent
indigenous technology and 100
per cent indigenous human
resource which has proved
before the world, India's
supremacy in the field of space
technology.

Dr Jitendra Singh further
informed that over 350 pictures
of planet Mars have been
received so far ever since the
Mangalyan entered into the
Mars Orbit on September 24,
2014 and several more explo-
rations are in the process.

Mars Orbiter Mission
(MOM) is India's first inter-
planetary mission, said Dr
Jitendra Singh and went on to
explain that for any inter-plan-
etary mission, the main objec-
tives are to gain an under-
standing of the evolution on
the planets and study space as
well as placement of the two
planets. However, he added,
the most ambitious human
goal for such missions has
always been to look for extra
terrestrial habitable environ-
ments, that is, the possibility
of survival of human life on
the other planet.

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 18: The Chief
Minister, Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed, Speaker State Assembly,
Kavinder Gupta, Deputy Chief
Minister, Dr Nirmal Singh and
other legislators  today paid rich
tributes to the six former
Legislators from the State, who
died in the recess between the last
Session of the Assembly and the
commencement of the Budget
Session today.

Speaking during the Obituary
Reference in the Legislative
Assembly, moved by Speaker the
Chief Minister said all the
deceased Legislators had been his
companions who served people
and the State throughout their
lives. These Members include
Abdul Gani Goni, Molvi Iftkhar
Hussain Ansari, Abdul Salam
Deva, Om Parkash Chopra,
Master Lal Chand and Nasrullah.

Recalling the contribution of
Abdul Gani Goni, ex-Speaker and
Ambassador, the Chief Minister
described him as a great person
who held several Constitutional
posts during his distinguished
career. “I remember him as some-
one who always had a smiling
face,” the Chief Minister said.

Paying homage to late Abdul
Salam Deva, the Chief Minister
said his contribution in public life
is remembered even today. “He
was a simple person who always
highlighted the issues connected
with the weaker sections of the
society,” he added.

Describing former Minister
Moulvi Iftikhar Hussain Ansari as
a multi-faceted personality, the
Chief Minister said the void left
behind by him will be difficult to
fill. “Besides being a suave politi-
cian, Ansari Saheb was a forceful
orator whose Yaum-e-Ashura ser-
mons on television left you rivet-
ed,” he added.

The Chief Minister also
remembered the immense contri-
butions made by Om Prakash
Chopra and Master Lal Chand, ex-
MLAs and Nasrullah, former

MLC, in the field of politics as
illustrious lawmakers.

The Speaker while paying rich
tributes to the late members high-
lighted their contribution towards
the development and socio politi-
cal emancipation of the people of
the State.

Mr. Gupta said that late Goni
remained closely associated with
great leaders of the nation like
Mahatma Gandhi, Jai Parkash
Narayan and got inspired by their
revolutionary approach through-
out his political carrier.

Highlighting the services of
Molvi Iftkhar Hussain Ansari, Mr.
Gupta described him a leader of
distinction and scholarship, who
was widely respected in the socie-
ty. He said the late leader besides
being an Islamic scholar, was an
enthusiastic political figure who
throughout his life worked for the
welfare and upliftment of poor and
downtrodden sections of the soci-
ety.

He said late Abdul Salam
Deva was a man of principles and
known for his integrity and gentle-
ness.

Describing Om Parkash
Chopra as a leader of masses, the
Speaker said that the late leader
always fought for the cause of
poor and needy people.

Remembering the services of
Master Lal Chand, Kavinder
Gupta said that he was polite by
nature and tirelessly worked for
safeguarding the interests of the
oppressed and downtrodden sec-
tions of the society. He vociferous-
ly raised the voice of the SC/ST
people of his area in the House. 

The Speaker said that late
Nasrullah was a man of commit-
ment and was very close to the
people.

Speaking on the obituary ref-
erence, Deputy Chief Minister, Dr.
Nirmal Singh paid rich tributes to
the deceased members and appre-
ciated the contribution of the late
leaders in various spheres. He said
the contribution of these great per-
sonalities would ever inspire us
and we shall strive to imbibe their

good conduct and follow it.
Mohammad Shafi Uri,

Nawang Rigzin Jora, M Y
Tarigami, G M Saroori and Er
Abdul Rashid also paid rich trib-
utes to the late leaders and spoke
in praise of the leaders and high-
lighted their contributions, in
touching the lives of so many peo-
ple by offering selfless service.

Later, the House observed
two-minute silence to pay respect
to the departed souls.

The Legislative Council today
passed obituary references on the
demise of several legislators, who
have passed away. 

The references were passed on
Ex-Speaker, Abdul Gani Goni,
Ex-Minister, Abdul Salam Deva,
Ex-Minister, Molvi Iftikhar
Hussain Ansari, Ex-MLC,
Nasrullah, Ex-MLA, Om Prakash
Chopra, Ex-MLA Lal Chand, and
Ex-MLC, Hafizullah Shah.

The leader of the House,
Naeem Akther, while paying hom-
age to the departed Legislators,
said that these leaders have played
an important role in strengthening
the democracy and democratic
institutions of the State. 

Those who spoke on the obit-
uary reference highlighting the
role and contribution of the
deceased members include
Bashir Ahmed Magray, Sajjad
Ahmed Kichloo, Dr. Bashir
Ahmed Veeri, G. N. Monga,
Showkat Hussain Ganai,
Surinder Kumar Choudhary,
Firdous Ahmed Tak, Ajay Kumar
Sadhotra, Inayat Ali, G. Q.
Pardesi, Jehangir Hussain Mir,
Yasir Reshi, Sofi Yousuf,
Ravinder Kumar Sharma,
Charanjeet Singh, Naresh Kumar
Gupta, S. Dharambir Singh
Oberoi and Yashpal Sharma.

The Chairman also paid hom-
age to veteran leader of National
Conference Sheikh Nazir Ahmed. 

Later, two minute silence was
observed to pay homage to the
departed souls.

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 18: The two-
day National Business Research
Conference on "Sustainable
Resource Management in
North-West Himalayas: Socio-
economic, Cultural and Political
Interfaces", began here today. 

Jammu University Vice-
chancellor Prof R D Sharma
inaugurated the conference,
which is being organized by The
Management School, Kathua
Campus.

The Keynote speakers for the
Conference, included  GP Rao,
Management Consultant, New
Delhi and former chief of HR
and MS Recron Malaysia
(Reliance Group), Prof Sangeeta

Thapliyal, Centre for Inner
Asian Studies, School of
International Studies, JNU, Prof
K V Bhanu Murthy, Department
of Commerce, Delhi School of
Economics, University of Delhi,
Jyotsana Roy, Director and CEO
TARAA- Human Development
and Facilitation Consultants
Private Ltd, New Delhi and Prof
GM Bhat, Professor of Geology
and Rector Bhaderwah Campus,
University of Jammu.

Speaking on the occasion,
Vice Chancellor called upon the
teaching and research fraternity
to build the image of the
Campus and this, he said, can be
achieved by the collective
efforts put in by the teaching
fraternity and the research
scholars.  He said that these con-
ferences and seminars provide
platform to the young faculty
and Research Scholars where
they can be benefitted by the
ideas of the people from acade-
mia and corporate world.

Dwelling on the theme of
the conference, Prof Neelu
Rohmetra, Rector Kathua
Campus, emphasized on the
need of the sustainable develop-
ment around which environ-
ment and development are
structured. Stressing on the
socio-economic, cultural and
political interfaces with respect
to the North-West Himalayas,
she said that all the pillars of
development are intertwined
and any decision taken on one
factor has direct impact on
many other factors. 

GP Rao, in his keynote
address, deliberated upon the
relevance of academic fraternity
for acting as a connect amongst

the various stakeholders of soci-
ety that generates self renewal
and dynamism. He talked upon
the incorporation of VUCA that
refers to relevance of velocity,
Uniqueness, Creativity that fos-
ter creative destruction and
Adaptation to create a society
that is sustainable and resilient.

Prof Sangeeta Thapliyal
addressed the key strategic
issues being faced by regions
that act as a predictor for deter-
mining the cross-border sustain-
able negotiations.

In his concluding remarks,
Prof  Keshav Sharma, Dean
Business Studies, hoped that all
participants and delegates will
take the advantage of the topics
that will be discussed during the
two-day long sessions.

On this occasion a
Conference Proceedings was
also released.

Prof M  K  Dhar (Registrar),
Prof  P K  Srivastav,  Prof  B  C
Sharma,  Prof  V D  Singh,  Jai
Kumar Sharma, Dr Daud I
Baba,  and others attended the
inaugural function.

Later, two  Plenary sessions
were held today,  in which Prof
K V Bhanu Murthy,  Jyotsana
Roy and Prof  G  M. Bhat deliv-
ered key-note speeches in these
sessions.

Prof  K V Bhanu Murthy
talked upon environment sus-
tainability: global disputes and
global environment degradation
while   Jyotsana Roy deliberated
upon the various strategies for
social and gender inclusion in
agricultural value chain analy-
sis. Prof G M Bhat talked about
the economic reliance of J&K
landscape.
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Omar visits Moton's 
residence to condole

death of his son
Excelsior Correspondent
JAMMU Mar 18: Working

President National Conference
Omar Abdullah today visited the
residence of party leader Romesh
Moton at R. S Pura and expressed
his condolences on the sad
demise of his young son.

The Working President said
that no words were enough to
console the bereaved family as
the loss was enormous and
irreparable. He expressed solidar-
ity with the bereaved family and
prayed for eternal peace to the
departed soul.

Provincial President
Devender Singh Rana and State
Vice President Th Kashmira
Singh, who were accompanying
Omar Abdullah, also conveyed
their condolences to the bereaved
family.

Meanwhile, a condolence
meeting was held at Sher-e-
Kashmir Bhavan to condole the
demise of Mr Moton's young son.   

Power shut down
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 18: In order to
carry out the work of re-stringing
of snapped span between tower
location No.36-37 of 132 KV D/C
Barn-Katra transmission line,
there will be shutdown of 132 KV
D/C Barn-Katra Transmission line
on March 20 from 10 a m to 4 p m.

As intimated by Chief
Engineer, S&O Wing Jammu,
during the shutdown period, the
power supply to district Reasi will
remain affected. The power sup-
ply to Mata Vaishno Devi Shrine
will be maintained by Sub
Transmission Division Udhampur
through 132/33 KV Jhajjar Kotli
Grid Sub Station.

Similarly, in order to carry out
the work of connecting of existing
bus-bar with new erected bus bar
of 33 KV new line bay, erection of
jumpers/droppers and laying and
stringing of earth wire in 33 KV
new line bay at 132/33 KV Grid
Station Gangyal, the power supply
to Gangyal Industrial Complex,
Trikuta Nagar, Greater Kailash,
Preet Nagar, Seora, Babliana,
Miran Sahib and adjoining areas
will remain affected on March 22,
2015 from 7 a m to 11 a m.

Meanwhile, in order to carry
out preventive maintenance of
various equipments including top-
ping and plugging of oil leakages
of 20 MVApower transformer and
132 KV CTs at 132/33 KV Grid
Station Sidhra, the power supply
to part of Janipur, Jhajjar Kotli,
Bahu Fort, Sidhra, ASCOMS,
Malori Jagir, Bajalta and Toota-
de-Khoi as both circuits of 132
KV Gladni Sidhra and Sidhra-
Janipur transmission line will
remain affected on March 22,
2015 from 8 a m to 2 p m.

Mehbooba Mufti
pays obeisance 

at Ajmer dargah  
JAIPUR, Mar 18: 

People’s Democratic Party
President Mehbooba Mufti
today visited Ajmer dargah to
pay obeisance at the mausoleum
of Sufi saint Khwaja Moinuddin
Chisti.

Mufti offered floral tributes
and performed Ziyarat in the
dargah. She was accompanied
by her family members, the dar-
gah sources said. (PTI)

2-day National Business Research 
Conference begins at JU

LC passes obituary references
CM, Speaker, others pay rich 
tributes to former legislators

New IG Jammu holds interaction with officers
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar18: Danesh
Rana, has assumed the charge of
Inspector General of Police,
Jammu today. An IPS of 96
batch Mr Rana has held various
assignment in J&K in different
wings of police. Before taking
charge he was given a briefing
by the outgoing IGP Jammu
Zone Rajesh Kumar- Danesh
Rana also had informal interac-
tion with all the gazetted officers
as well as other staff of Zonal

Police Headquarters Jammu.
The new IGP Jammu Zone also

took a round of ZPHQ and
issued certain instructions. 

J&K’s Budget is a challenging
task for present Govt: Harsh
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 18: J&K’s
Budget for 2015-16 is a challeng-
ing task for the present
Government which had to steer
the State out of fiscal bankruptcy
and at the same time meet the aspi-
rations of various sections of soci-
ety, said Harshdev Singh,
Chairman, JKNPP and former
Minister.

He said that people had pinned
high hopes from the present dis-
pensation regarding creation of
suitable economic environment
propelling economic growth with
proportionate improvement in
human development resulting in
higher levels of well being, which
is the ultimate objective of a sound
and buoyant budget.

Singh hoped that Finance
Minister with his enormous expe-
rience as an economist would be
instrumental in transferring the
perception of the budget being
seen merely as a statement of
income and expenditure.

He said that the budget 2015-
16 being the first budget of the
coalition Government was expect-
ed to spell out the strategic intent
as well as long term priorities of
the Government.

Singh added that the
Government must give priority
attention to removal of regional
imbalances besides investing ade-

quately in social sector, infrastruc-
ture creation, health, agriculture
besides enhancing per capita
income, attaining high standards
of social development (Human
Development Index) and creation
of employment opportunities.

He called for early establish-
ment of IIT and IIM in Jammu
region and AIIMS in Srinagar as
announced. He called for due and
equitable share to Jammu region
with adequate funds for Mubarak
Mandi Cable Car Project, Patnitop
Gondola Project, Development of
Tourist resorts of Jammu region,
Jammu Airport expansion and
Modernization besides develop-
ment of Smart cities in Jammu and
Katra and cautioned BJP to ensure
the provision of adequate funds in
the Budget for the same.

He called for creation of infra-
structure for various administra-
tive units including Tehsils,
Niabats and CD Blocks as
announced by previous
Government at the earliest. He
called for provision of staff, infra-
structure and other requisite man-
power in hundreds of schools and
health institutions. He emphasized
the need for consolidation in the
budget of the existing institutions
rather than going for reckless
expansions only to serve the polit-
ical ends without conferring any
corresponding benefit to the ulti-
mate users.

Mandal, Nikki Tawi residents hold protest,
demand reconstruction of bridge

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 18: Hundreds
of the people from Nikki Tawi
and Mandal areas today held a
demonstration against no road
connectivity to their villages and
demanded immediate recon-
struction of damaged bridge
over river Tawi.

The bridge got washed in
floods in September last year.
Thereafter, the Army had con-
structed a Pontoon bridge which
also recently suffered damage
due to floods.

The protesting villagers,
led by senior Congress leader
and social activist Kapil Singh,
also blocked the fourth bridge
over river Tawi, which connects
Ware House area with Bhagwati
Nagar, for more than two hours.

They raised slogans against
the State Government for its
failure to start work for recon-

struction of damaged bridge,
which, according to them, had
been affecting their day-to-day
life adversely.

"We strongly condemn the
State Government's indifferent
attitude which has been adding
to the miseries. The students of
45 villages have been facing
hardships to reach their schools
and colleges due to poor road
connectivity to the area", they
said.

Later, the Tehsildar Mandal
and senior police officers rushed
to the spot and pacified the pro-
testors saying they would soon
take up the matter with the State
Government for early recon-
struction of damaged bridge.

After the assurance, the
protestors lifted their dharna and
warned that they would intensi-
fy their agitation if work on the
damaged bridge was not started
at the earliest.

Dr Jitendra announces Indo-US
Working Group on Mars 

First Lady inaugurates
“The Falling Leaves”

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 18: Usha
Vohra, First Lady, today inaugu-
rated "The Falling Leaves", an
exhibition of painting and pho-

tography put up by Rachita Dutta,
a young artist, at the Rinchen

Bzangpo Gallery of General
Zorawar Singh Auditorium here.

Going round the exhibited
paintings and photographs with
Mrs. Vohra, the young artist
described the idea behind using
"Fallen Leaves" as a theme of her
paintings. The First Lady appreci-
ated the artist's bold use of bright
colours and the thought provok-
ing images on canvas. She also
appreciated Ms. Dutta's photo-
graphs.

R.D. Sharma, Vice-
Chancellor, Jammu University,
Prof Anita Billawaria Director
Art Gallery, Jai Kumar Sharma,
Special Secretary to VC Dr
Sanjay Sharma and a large gath-
ering of guests and visitors were
present on the occasion.
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Residents of Mandal and Nikki Tawi raising slogans during
protest at Jammu on Wednesday. —Excelsior/Rakesh

JU VC and others releasing conference proceeding at inaugural of National Business
Research Conference on Wednesday.

First Lady, Usha Vohra being briefed about the painting.

Class 8th paper
postponed after

leakage; 2 suspended


