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NIA again conducts raid; seizes
cross-LoC trade record in Poonch
in Jammu and Kashmir.
"This was allegedly being
done in-league with the terror
networks of Lashkar-e-Toiba
(LeT),
Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) and Hizbul Mujahideen
(HM), who have their cadre in
both parts of the divided States
i.e. Jammu and Kashmir and
PoK," sources said.
They added that the NIA had
earlier seized entire record of 303
firms, dealing in cross-LoC trade
on Poonch-Rawlakote route,
which would be used to identify
the traders, who had misused
cross-LoC trade facility and generated funds for the anti-national
activities. Entire record of the
cross-LoC trade since 2009 has
been seized by the NIA team.
The investigators reportedly
have inputs that some fictitious
firms have been floated by the
traders, whose accounts would
be searched in the banks. The
banks are likely to be
approached for bank account
statements.
The NIA during earlier raids
had recorded the statements of
some of the officials dealing
with cross-LoC trade and could
take statements of more officials
and traders during their current

visit to Poonch district, sources
said.
"There were reports that
some of the traders in Jammu
and Kashmir have grown rich
manifold with their banking
transactions and assets multiplying after they started dealing
with cross-LoC trade," sources
said, adding there were very genuine concerns that the trade was
misused by some of the traders
to pump funds into the militancy.
Sources said the modus
operandi being looked into the
cross-LoC trade at both the centres was that under the barter
system, some of the traders
exported less quantity of goods
but, in return, were given high
quantity of good items from PoK
traders on the directions of the
militants.
The part of extra amount
generated by the traders on this
side of Jammu and Kashmir
from additional goods was
pumped into militancy while rest
was kept by the traders for them
as reward for helping militants.
Under the barter system, the
traders had to import goods of
the same amount which they had
exported to other side.

Mehbooba meets HM; discusses
CBMs, summer strategy
Kashmir including some based
on recommendations of
Dineshwar Sharma were
reportedly discussed during
the meeting,’’ sources said,
adding that the Chief
Minister wanted the Centre
to take more steps to help
restore
peace
in
the
Kashmir Valley, which was
being shattered with the
civilian killings.
Sources pointed out that
during half an hour long
meeting, the two leaders discussed ways and means to
keep summer peaceful in the
Kashmir Valley to facilitate
smooth tourist season and
annual pilgrimage to holy
cave shrine of Shri Amarnath
Ji. However, there was no
official word on the discus-

sions between the two leaders.
Mehbooba, according to
sources, briefed the Home
Minister on security situation
prevailing in the State especially the Kashmir Valley and
the borders with Pakistan,
which were tense for the past
quite some time now.
They also discussed how
to ameliorate the misery of
the civilian population, who
often face firing from across
the border, and the implementation of the Prime
Minister’s
Development
Package,
sources
said,
adding the Chief Minister
sought release of more funds
for the State under the
PMDP for the works being
executed in the State sector.

regarding rate of GST applicable
on supply of food and drinks in
educational institutions, it is
clarified that GST rate on supply
of food and drinks in a mess or
canteen in an educational institution attracts GST at 5 per cent
without Input Tax Credit (ITC).

The GST, which subsumes
over a dozen local taxes, was
rolled out from July 1. Under
the new indirect tax regime, various goods and services have
been placed in four tier tax
bracket - 5, 12, 18 and 28 per
cent. (PTI)

Food in mess, canteens to attract GST

CB records 22 statements in Rassana case
appeared in an examination in
Meerut and showed the attendance sheet allegedly bearing
his signatures.
The Crime Branch sent the
attendance sheet for forensic
examination and it was found
that the signatures had been
forged.
“We identified three students
but all were already in custody
over some medical scam in one
of the colleges in Meerut. We
will take their custody later,” the
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official said.
In the charge sheet, the
Crime Branch said “in the
course of investigation, it transpired that the accused Vishal
actively took part in the rapeand-murder of the victim, has
tried to create an alibi by resorting to manipulation of records
and creation of false evidence
with the connivance and assistance of his father and relative
Kishore, chairman of the college
R P Singh and some other
employees of a university in
Meerut who as per the inputs
have received huge amount as a
kickback from Sanjhi Ram”.
It said the investigation also
showed that on the following
day, the juvenile was apprehended and taken to police station for
questioning, Sanjhi Ram visited
him and directed him not to disclose the involvement of his son
and promised him that he would
get him cleared from the charges
at the earliest.

CINEMA

APSARA AUDI-1: BAAGHI 2 - 09.45 AM, 12:45 P.M., 03:45 P.M., 06.45 PM
APSARA AUDI-2: SAJJAN SINGH - 09:45 AM, 12:30 P.M., 3:30 P.M., 6:30 PM.
HARI THEATRE: BAAGHI 2 - DAILY 4 SHOWS
INDIRA AUDI-I: 1. BLACKMAIL - 09:30 AM, 2. BLACKMAIL - 12.00 PM, 3. BLACKMAIL - 2:40 PM, 4.
HICHKI - 05.20 PM, 5. BAAGHI 2 - 7:45 PM. 6. SUBEDAR JOGINDER SINGH (PUN) - 10.20 P.M.
INDIRA AUDI-II: 1. SUBEDAR JOGINDER SINGH (PUN) - 09:30 AM, 2. BAAGHI 2- 12.05 P.M. 3. SUBEDAR JOGINDER SINGH (PUN) 2.50 P.M. 4. BAAGHI 2 - 5.30 P.M. 5. SUBEDAR JOGINDER SINGH
(PUN) 8.10 P.M. 6. BAAGHI 2 -10.45 P.M.
INDIRA AUDI-III: 1. BAAGHI 2 - 9:30 AM 2. SAJJAN SINGH RANGROOT (PUN) - 12:15 PM, 3. BAAGHI 2- 3:00 PM 4. SAJJAN SINGH RANGROOT (PUN) - 5:45 PM, 5. BLACKMAIL - 8:30 PM
WAVE CINEMA-1: BLACKMAIL (U/A): 10:30 AM, 2. BLACKMAIL (U/A) 1:25 PM, 3. SUBEDAR JOGINDER SINGH PUNJABI (U/A)- 4:20 PM, 4. BLACKMAIL (U/A) 7:15 PM, 5. BLACKMAIL (U/A) 10:15 PM.
WAVE CINEMA-2: 1. BAAGHI 2 (U/A) : 10:00 AM, 1:00 PM, 4:00 PM, 7:00 PM, 10:05 PM.
WAVE CINEMA-3: 1. SUBEDAR JOGIN DER SINGH PUNJABI (U/A) - 09.30 AM, 2. MISSING (U/A) 12.15 PM, 3. SUBEDAR JOGINDER SINGH PUNJABI (U/A) - 2.40 PM, 4. HICHKI (U) - 5.30 PM, 5.
SUBEDAR JOGINDER SINGH PUNJABI (U/A) - 7.55 PM. 6. MISSING (U/A) - 10.45 P.M.
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4 civilians killed, 60 injured in Kulgam
among the injured youth, Adil
Ahmad, 25, from Anantnag is
stated to be critical.
At least eight injured persons were admitted in the
SMHS
hospital
Srinagar.
Among them, 50-year-old
Abdul Salam Dar son of Abdul
Rahim Dar of Havoora had a
serious firearm injury in his
neck. His condition is critical
and he is on the ventilator.
Ten injured were brought
to District hospital Anantnag
and eight of them who had
multiple eye, head and face
injuries were referred to
Srinagar
hospitals.
Two
injured are still admitted in
the hospital. One of them has
minor head injury while as
another has multiple pellet
injuries.
At least 45 injured were
brought at Primary Health
Centre, Qoimoh. Among the
injured some were discharged
after first aid, and some were
shifted to other district hospitals
in South Kashmir and few others
were referred to Srinagar hospitals.
Eight injured were admitted
at the district hospitals Pulwama
and Kulgam. Around a dozen
minor injured were treated upon
at Kulgam hospital and were
discharged.
Meanwhile, thousands of
people participated in the funeral prayers of the slain civilians.
They were raising slogans
against Government and security forces.
A police spokesman said that
three civilians were killed in
"crossfire" while investigations
were underway to ascertain
death of Palla. "In the said
encounter three civilians identi-

fied as Sarjeel Sheikh of
Khudwani, Bilal Ahmad Tantray
of Frisal and Faisal Ilahi of
Melhoora Shopian who were
injured in the crossfire have also
succumbed to their injuries.
Moreover, 12 persons have also
received injuries in the process
and are being treated at different
hospitals. They are stated to be
stable", police said.
The police also requested
citizens not to fall prey to any
speculations and rumours
which are intended to disturb
the peace. "J&K Police seeks
your cooperation for maintaining peace," the spokesman
added.
The killing in Kulgam
sparked off massive protests
amid clashes at several places in
Kashmir Valley. Students of
Kashmir
University,
NIT
Hazratbal, Islamic University
Awantipora and the Central
University of Kashmir staged
protests against the killings.
Students of schools and colleges protested in several parts
of Valley including Handwara,
Bandipora, Baramulla, Sumbal,
Islamia College Hawal, Degree
College Ganderbal, Degree
College Pulwama, Women's
College Srinagar and Degree
College Kupwara and Pampore.
Other than clashes at
Khudwani and its adjoining
area, the reports of stone-pelting
clashes were received from
Sumbal, Bandipora, Handwara,
Baramulla, Drangbal, Pulwama
and Shopian.
At Baramulla, SHO Police
Station Baramulla Khalid
Ahmad was hit by a stone at his
head during protests. He has
skull bone fracture and was
shifted to SKIMS hospital in

Jammu observes total bandh
Purani Mandi and City Chowk.
At City Chowk, they removed
the poster of MLA Jammu East,
Rajesh Gupta and a virtual clash
with his PA was averted with the
intervention of the members of
business community.
From City Chowk a group
of lawyers in the form of rally
went via Kanak Mandi while
another passed via Dogra
Chowk where already the members of Team Jammu led by
Zorawar Singh Jamwal and
activists of Nationalist Congress
Party (NCP) and Panthers
Party had reached to enforce the
bandh. They had burnt the tyre
tubes on the road to stop the
movement of vehicular traffic.
Later some activists of Bar
Association, NPP and Team
Jammu marched through other
markets of Jammu including Jewel
Chowk, Canal road, Talab Tillo,
Janipur, Roop Nagar, Chinore,
Bantalab etc to enforce the bandh.
Besides, the work in High
Court Complex and subordinate
courts remained suspended for
eighth consecutive day today as
lawyers abstained work in support
of their demands.
Strong protest was also held at
Bohri Chungi led by Vikas Dewan
and Ashok Kangan. The protestors
raised slogans demanding deportation of Rohingyas.
Reports coming from Kathua
and other towns said that total
bandh was observed in Kathua,
Hiranagar, Jatwal, Chadwal and
Samba townships with shops and
other business establishments
remaining closed with transport
also remaining off the roads. The
response to bandh call was spontaneous. The lawyers in Kathua also
held a protest which was led by Bar
president Advocate Kirti Bushan
Mahajan. They torched the effigy
of Government in front of Court
Complex Kathua.
All private schools remained
closed in Kathua town. There was
heavy deployment of police to
avert any untoward incident.
Reports said that mob held
protest
demonstrations
at
Hiranagar, Chadwal, Chan Morian,
Koota More and Lodhi Morh and
blocked National Highway for
about 20 minutes at every place.
The traffic on the Highway was
restored only after the intervention
of police which forced the mob to
disperse.
The mob also tried to block
train movement by squatting on the
track at Koota in Hiranagar.
However, the police also foiled
their attempt.
The activists of National
Panthers Party led by former
Minister and senior party
leader, Harsh Dev Singh held a
strong protest at Kootah. The
NPP
leader
took
the
Government to task for harassing innocent people of Rassana
and its "anti Jammu policies."
Protests were also held in various villages of Kathua district
against the Government and in
support of demands of Jammu and
Kathua Bar Associations.
However, the bandh failed to
evoke any response in Udhampur,
Rajouri, Reasi, Ramban, Kishtwar,
Doda and Poonch districts.
Bar in a statement later said the
work in all the courts, Revenue
Courts, Tribunals & Commissions
including the High Court remained
suspended continuously on eighth
day also. In response to the call of
J&K High Court Bar Association

Jammu, the public and the civil
society observed a complete and
peaceful Jammu bandh.
The handout said all the Bazars
and markets remained closed.
Besides,
the
educational
Institutions remained closed, and
public transport remained off the
roads. It said, the people and civil
society responded very well to the
bandh call and a total Jammu
Bandh was observed.
A protest rally was taken out in
the city under the leadership of its
president B S Slathia, Senior
Advocate & all other office bearers
including senior members and
young lawyers of the Association.
The members were holding the
National Flags in their hands and
were raising slogans in the rally
against the coalition Government,
deportation of Rohingyas etc. The
people of Civil Society of Jammu
also accompanied the rally and
raised slogans in favour of the
demands and against the
Government, the handout added.
B S Slathia, president of the
Association addressed public gathering at various places in Jammu
city and warned the Government
that it should refrain from its "evil
designs" to create wedge amongst
the people of Jammu by projecting
the ongoing agitation through its
hired stooges by circulating in
social media as communally motivated. Slathia strongly refuted this
claim and stated that the people of
Jammu are united irrespective of
their caste, colour, creed and religion for fighting the issues, as
decided by the General House
meeting of the Association. He
further said that today's complete
Jammu Bandh is an example
which showed that Jammu is
united and they can face any
eventuality and fight for protection of their rights , safety &
security .
He appealed to all Jammu
people to be careful and vigilant
as the Government can go to any
extent in order to sabotage the
interest and make the ongoing
agitation a failure. He further said
that the people of Jammu are
very secular and peaceful and
they will maintain tradition by
observing the peaceful bandh.
Sachin Gupta, vice president
and Prem Sadotra general secretary also addressed the people of
Jammu at different places in the
rally .
The JKHCBAJ condemned
the action of the police, which
have lodged FIRs against the
Advocates of Kathua Bar
Association and asked the
Government to withdraw all the
FIRs lodged against the members
of the Bar Association, Kathua
immediately. The members of
Bar Association, Kathua were
only protesting against the investigation agency and no such
action or incident has taken place
as alleged by the police.
The president J&K High
Court Bar Association Jammu,
also expressed his gratitude to all
the people of Jammu , Civil
Society , Associations, organizations, Institutions, for their
unconditional and voluntary
response to the Bandh call given
by JKHCBAJ.
That in order to devise the
future strategy, the General
House meeting of JKHCBAJ
has been convened on April 12
in the Conference Hall of
District Court Complex, Jammu.

Srinagar. His condition is stated
to be stable.
Authorities directed mobile
companies to reduce internet
speed in Srinagar and snap it in
South Kashmir parts. This afternoon internet services were
snapped in parts of South
Kashmir while as the speed of
the mobile internet has been
reduced in district Srinagar as a
precautionary measure.
Sources said police sent a
communication to the cellular
companies wherein it has directed them to snap down the
mobile internet (2G/3G/4G) data
in Pulwama, Shopian and
Awantipora with immediate
effect. The communication also
directed the cellular companies
to reduce the 3G/4G speed into
2G speed in Srinagar district
with immediate effect. The
internet has already been
blocked in Kulgam district since
midnight.
Authorities today decided to
suspend the class work in
schools and colleges in most
parts of the Kashmir. Kashmir
University
and
Islamic
University cancelled examinations and also suspended the
class work.
"In view of concerns
expressed by students, all
Kashmir University examinations scheduled to be held on
April 12 (Thursday) and April
13 (Friday) are postponed. Fresh
dates will be announced separately later," a PRO of the varsity said in a statement.
The
Public
Service
Commission (PSC) has postponed the examination of range
officers scheduled on Thursday.
"The exams scheduled on
Thursday have been postponed
and will be conducted on
Monday (April 16) afternoon,"
said a PSC official.
Islamia College of Science
and Commerce has cancelled all
the examinations scheduled on
Thursday. "Fresh dates for the
deferred examinations shall be
notified separately. Please check
the college website regularly,"
an official said.
A Government official said
that the class work in all the
schools and colleges in South
Kashmir districts shall remain
suspended on Thursday. The
decision was taken as a precautionary measure to maintain law

and order in the region, the official said.
Deputy
Commissioner
Kupwara in a communiqué said:
"District administration has
decided to suspend the class
work in all the schools and colleges of the district except
Keran, Karnah and Machil
area".
Deputy
Commissioner
Ganderbal said that the district
administration has decided to
keep all the educational institutions open in the district on
Thursday.
An official of the district
administration Baramulla said
that the class work in all the
schools and colleges except in
Uri shall remain suspended. The
class work in all the schools and
colleges in Bandipore will
remain suspended. The class
works in all the schools and colleges of district Srinagar will
remain suspended on Thursday.
An official further said the
administration has decided to
impose the restrictions in the
Old City of Srinagar.
Meanwhile, the Deputy
Commissioners of all the South
Kashmir districts including
Pulwama, Shopian, Kulgam,
and Anantnag also decided to
suspend the class work in all the
schools and colleges in these
districts, an official said.
The decision to suspend
class work in most parts of the
Kashmir Valley and restrictions
in Old City of Srinagar was
taken by the respective District
Magistrates after reviewing the
overall security scenario following massive protests by the students in several parts which
erupted against the killings of
four civilians and injuring of
more than 60 others.
Separatists in the meantime
called for a complete shutdown
tomorrow against civilian
killings and peaceful protest
after afternoon prayers. "The
way Kashmiris are being pushed
to the wall through a merciless
spree of brutal killings demands
from us to be united and collectively raise our voices against
this brutality," a statement
issued by Hurriyat said.
The leadership appealed
people to "remain ready for
coming on to streets and roads if
necessary to counter these nefarious designs".

Another jawan martyred
2 pm at Pandar Lam and Janghar
in Nowshera sector of Rajouri
district and from 4.45 pm in
Krishna Ghati sector in Poonch
district," reports said.
The Indian Army retaliated
strongly and effectively, leading
to heavy exchange of fire between
the two sides in which Pakistani
troops were reported to have suffered casualties and damage, the
details of which were not known.
An Indian Army soldier Naik
Thorat Kiran Popatroo, 31, R/o

Aurangabad,
Maharashtra
attained martyrdom in Pakistan
shelling.
The latest ceasefire violation
by Pakistan came after two soldiers, Rifleman Vinod Singh and
Rifleman Jaki Sharma, were martyred in cross-border firing by
Pakistan in Sunderbani sector of
Rajouri on Monday.
Last Wednesday, an Army
jawan was martyred and four others including a Lieutenant were
injured in Poonch sector.

Over half a dozen posts of Admn Secys
among 9 key positions lying vacant
further said.
Not
only
of
seven
Administrative Secretaries,
the posts of Commissioner
Commercial Taxes and Excise
Commissioner have also been
lying vacant because of the
inability of the Government to
take timely decision and post
new officers, sources said.
The
post
of
Excise
Commissioner fell vacant after
serving IAS officer Mohammad
Javed Khan was removed from
the position for facing departmental enquiry in the much publicized Rajouri Development
Authority scam while as the post
of Commissioner Commercial
Taxes fell vacant following transfer of IAS officer in the recent
past.
"Moreover,
the
Government is managing the
affairs of six key departments
through ad hoc arrangements
due to dearth of eligible officers
for the posts of Administrative
Secretaries", sources said while
disclosing
that
Finance
Secretary Navin Choudhary is
holding the additional charge
of the post of Chairman of
Bureau of Public Enterprises
during the past quite long time.
Similarly,
Transport
Commissioner Saugat Biswas is
holding the additional charge of
the posts of Administrative
Secretary
of
Information
Technology Department and
Chief Executive Officer Jammu
and
Kashmir
Energy
Development Agency.
Likewise,
M
Raju,
Administrative Secretary of PHE,
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department is holding the additional charge of Administrative
Secretary Transport Department.
Khurshid
Ahmad
Shah,
Administrative Secretary General
Administration Department is
holding the additional charge of
post of Director General, J&K
Institute of Management and
Public Administration.
Hilal
Ahmad
Parray,
Administrative Secretary Youth
Services and Sports Department
is holding the additional charge

of the post of Administrative
Secretary Technical Education
Department while as Sarmad
Hafeez, Managing Director J&K
Tourism
Development
Corporation is holding the additional charge of the post of
Administrative
Secretary
Tourism Department during the
past quite long time.
As per the rules, IAS officers of up to 2005 batch are
currently eligible for the posts
of Administrative Secretaries.
However, at present the
Government doesn't have All
India Service officers who fulfill this eligibility thereby leading to the peculiar situation.
Stating that deficit in the IAS
and KAS cadre has led to the prevailing crisis, sources said,
"before 2006 regular recruitment
of IAS officers in respect of J&K
cadre was very less and the same
picked up momentum only after
2009. Moreover, during the period between 1996 and 2006, only
few IAS officers made it to the
J&K cadre".
"During 1996, 1998 and
2000, no IAS officer was allotted
J&K cadre which is one of the
contributing factors to the dearth
of eligible officers for the posts
of Administrative Secretaries at
present", they added.
Similarly, there was no batch
of Jammu and Kashmir
Administrative Services (KAS)
during the period between 1984
and 1999, which is why there is a
crisis of inducted KAS officers as
well. "Had there been no deficit
at this level, officers would have
been available for manning the
posts
of
Administrative
Secretaries at present", sources
said.
In the recent past efforts
were made to evolve a consensus on posting IAS officers of
2007, 2008 and 2009 batch as
Secretaries of departments in
major relaxation of rules as
this was the only remedy available with the Government to
overcome the prevailing crisis.
However, the process was
stopped abruptly for unknown
reasons, sources said.

Sgr-Leh NH closed
Sonamarg in Central Kashmir's
Ganderbal district today and
avalanches. "Traffic was suspended on the highway after
fresh snow caused slippery conditions and slides at few places
and avalanches," said a senior
Traffic Police official.
The Mughal road was also
closed in the morning for traffic
due to slippery road condition
caused by the light snowfall.
However, the road was reopened for traffic in the afternoon but due to landslides on
Poonch side of Pir Ki Gali disrupted the traffic.
The intermittent rains continued to lash Valley since
Sunday afternoon. A MeT official said that the wet weather
across the Valley would continue till tomorrow morning.

The rains that continued
since Sunday afternoon caused
water logging at several places
in Old City areas including
Khanyar, Baba Demb and others
resulting in immense hardships
to the pedestrians.
Srinagar
Municipal
Corporation (SMC) put its men
and machinery on task to dewater
the water logged areas in different
parts of Srinagar city. Besides
sucker machines and mobile
pumps the sanitation staff was
also pressed into service.
Dewatering exercise was carried out in inundated areas which
included Hari Singh High Street,
Lal Chowk, Batamaloo, Bemina,
Qamarwari, Rajbagh, Jawahar
Nagar,
Mehjoor
Nagar,
Hyderpora, Gogji Bagh and
Chhanapora.

Smart fence in Jammu to
be operationalized
NEW DELHI, Apr 11:
The first ‘smart fence’ pilot
project to plug vulnerable gaps
along India’s borders has been
rolled out in Assam on a riverine
stretch with Bangladesh, the BSF
chief has said.
The project is a part of the
Modi Government’s ambitious
plan to completely seal the IndiaPakistan
and
the
IndiaBangladesh borders in the next
few years and is called the
Comprehensive Integrated Border
Management System (CIBMS).
Border
Security
Force
Director General K K Sharma
said that the maiden testing of
technical surveillance and alarm
gadgetry was recently operationalised on the 55-km-long
stretch in Dhubri, across the
Brahmaputra.
“The rolling out of the
CIBMS pilot project has been initiated recently in Assam’s Dhubri
area. This is a riverine border area
and hence no fence could be
erected here,” Sharma said.
At present, BSF troops use
speed boats to guard this patch,
which is highly prone to illegal
migration and cattle smuggling
due to the changing course of the
mighty river.
No permanent structure - like
border posts - can be erected in
this area.
The DG said a similar project
will be launched this month along
the India-Pakistan International
Border, in two stretches of 5 km
each, in Jammu.
The technology being tested
in the Dhubri region is a mix of
surveillance and warning systems, he said, adding, he would
not want to go into details about
the devices being deployed.
The BSF chief said more than
“2,000 kilometre of the border”
along Pakistan and Bangladesh
will be brought under the ambit of
the ‘smart fence project’ - that
uses infra-red cameras and radars
- out of the total of a little over
6,300 km of the two borders it is
tasked to guard.
“In fact, on the Pakistan side,
we may go in for CIBMS even at
places where we have fencing

because we would like to be doubly sure. Roughly, about 2,000plus kilometre length on both the
borders has been identified as
being vulnerable or as being without fence where we need to implement the CIBMS in the days to
come.
“This rolling out process for
the entire distance of 2,000 km
will take about 3-5 years time,” he
said.
When asked if the force was
not able to get the “required technology” to plug these vulnerable
gaps on the two frontiers, prone to
infiltration and smuggling of arms
and drugs, the DG said that was
not the case.
“No, it is not like that. All this
technology is available.
“The problem lies in integrating all these things. Integration of
all these gadgets and bringing all
these on the same platform and
then taking a common feed to the
border out post, that is the challenge,” he said.
Sharma added that once a software is created which integrates
all these things, then the BSF personnel sitting in the border post
will have a picture which is shown
on a monitor and the gadgets and
technology will be “guarding the
border for us and if something is
amiss, an alarm will be created.”
“At this juncture, my men will
respond,” the DG said.
Talking about the technology
source for this multi-crore project
aimed to fortify Indian borders,
the DG said most of these are
being manufactured abroad but
are easily available.
“There is nothing unique or
scarce about them. The technology is mostly developed abroad but
India is fast catching up. There are
Indian players also who are trying
to develop these technologies
within the country,” Sharma said.
The nearly-2.5-lakh-personnel-strong BSF is the country’s
largest border guarding force, and
the Sashastra Seema Bal (Nepal
and Bhutan borders) and the IndoTibetan Border Police (China border) being the other two paramilitaries under the command of the
Union Home Ministry. (PTI)

