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Pak prevents Sikh pilgrims from
meeting Indian envoy; protest lodged
NEW DELHI, Apr 15:
India today lodged a strong
protest with Pakistan over
blocking of access of visiting
Sikh pilgrims to Indian diplomats in that country and even
"compelling" the Indian envoy
to return while on way to a
prominent gurudwara there.
The Ministry of External
Affairs (MEA) said a group of
around 1800 Sikh pilgrims are on a
visit to Pakistan from April 12
under a bilateral agreement on facilitating visits to religious shrines.
In a statement, the MEA also
said
the
Indian
High
Commissioner, who was to greet
Indian pilgrims on the occasion of
Baisakhi, was compelled to return
when he was en route to
Gurdwara Panja Sahib yesterday.

The MEA called it an "inexplicable diplomatic discourtesy"
by Pakistan, holding that these
incidents constitute a clear violation of the Vienna Convention
on diplomatic relations.
"India has lodged a strong
protest with Pakistan over a block
of access for visiting pilgrims to
Indian diplomats and consular
teams," it said in a statement.
The fresh incidents came,
over two weeks after India and
Pakistan agreed to resolve mat-

ters related to treatment of
diplomats after envoys of the
two countries made claims and
counter-claims about harassment of each other's diplomats.
The MEA said the Indian High
Commissioner to Pakistan, who
was to visit Gurdwara Panja Sahib
at the invitation of the Chairman of
the Evacuee Trust Property Board
(ETPB), was suddenly asked to
return while en route the shrine
yesterday, for unspecified 'security'
reasons.(PTI)

NEW DELHI, Apr 15:
Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley was today sworn in as a
member of the Rajya Sabha for
a new six-year term.
Jaitley, who is undergoing
treatment for a kidney ailment, was
administered the oath of office in
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D/L LOST
I, Anjali Mahotra W/o Shiv
Mahotra R/o 6, Lane No 1,
Basant Nagar, Roop Nagar,
Jammu have lost my driving
licence bearing No. D/L No.
12964. I have applied for the
issuance of Duplicate of the
same. Objections if any may be
conveyed to RTO Jammu within
one week.

Jaitley takes oath as Rajya Sabha member for new term
the chambers of Rajya Sabha
Chairperson M Venkaiah Naidu.
The 65-year-old minister,
elected to the Upper House of
Parliament from Uttar Pradesh
last month, was sworn in at a

special ceremony because of his
health condition.
"Took oath of office as Rajya
Sabha Member representing
Uttar Pradesh, April 15, 2018,"
Jaitley said on Twitter.

Union Ministers Ananth
Kumar, Ravi Shankar Prasad,
Prakash Javadekar, Piyush Goel,
Hardeep S Puri, Vijay Goel and
Shiv Pratap Shukla, along with
leader of the Opposition Ghulam

Nabi Azad, were among those
present at the ceremony.
Rajya Sabha members
Bhupender Yadav, Jagdambika
Pal, Conrad Sangma (now
Meghalaya chief minister) and
former
Karnataka
Chief
Minister BS Yeddyurappa were
also present.(PTI)

