
NEW DELHI, Dec 9:

A large number of Muslim
women are likely to go to Haj
without 'Mehram' (male com-
panion) next year, Minority
Affairs Minister Mukhtar Abbas
Naqvi said today.

Naqvi, while chairing a
meeting here with representa-
tives of organisations associated
with Haj, said that Haj
Committee of India has received
more than 2,23,000 applications
for Haj 2019 till now.

The over 2,23,000 applications
include about 47 per cent women,
he was quoted as saying by a state-
ment released from his office.

Haj application process had
started on November 7, 2018,
and the last date for it is
December 12.

Naqvi said that more than
2,000 women have applied to go
for Haj in 2019 without 'Mehram'
with the number likely to go up.

Naqvi said that in 2018, for
the first time, the Centre had lift-
ed the ban on women going to
Haj without Mehram, which
resulted into about 1,300 women
going for the pilgrimage without
any male companion.

They had been exempted
from the lottery system and
more than 100 women Haj coor-
dinators and Haj assistants had
been deployed to assist the
Indian women Haj pilgrims,
Naqvi said.(PTI)

Large number of Muslim
women likely to go 

to Haj without 'Mehram'
in 2019: Naqvi

KOLKATA, Dec 9:

Breast cancer is the top can-
cer in women both in the devel-
oped and the developing world.

The incidence of breast can-
cer is increasing in the develop-
ing world due to increase life
expectancy,  increase urbaniza-
tion and adoption of western
lifestyles.

Although some risk reduction
might be achieved with preven-
tion, these strategies cannot elim-
inate the majority of breast can-
cers that develop in low- and mid-
dle-income countries where
breast cancer is diagnosed in very
late stages. Therefore, early
detection in order to improve
breast cancer outcome and sur-
vival remains the cornerstone of
breast cancer control.

Limited resource settings
with weak health systems where
breast cancer incidence is rela-
tively low and the majority of
women are diagnosed in late
stages have the option to imple-
ment early diagnosis pro-
grammes based on awareness of
early signs and symptoms and
prompt referral to diagnosis and
treatment.

Population-based cancer
screening is a much more com-
plex public health undertaking
than early diagnosis and is usual-
ly cost-effective when done in the
context of high-standard pro-
grammes that target all the popu-
lation at risk in a given geograph-
ical area with high specific can-

cer burden, with everyone who
takes part being offered the same
level of screening, diagnosis and
treatment services.

So far the only breast cancer
screening method that has proved
to be effective is mammography
screening. Mammography screen-
ing is very costly and is cost-effec-
tive and feasible in countries with
good health infrastructure that can
afford a long-term organized pop-
ulation-based screening pro-
grammes.  

Low-cost screening approach-
es, such as clinical breast examina-
tion, could be implemented in lim-
ited resource settings when the nec-
essary evidence from ongoing stud-
ies becomes available.

Many low- and middle-
income countries that face the
double burden of cervical and
breast cancer need to implement
combined cost-effective and
affordable interventions to tackle
these highly preventable dis-
eases. WHO promotes breast can-
cer control within the context of
national cancer control pro-
grammes and integrated to non-
communicable disease preven-
tion and control.

Cancers of the lung and
female breast are the leading
types worldwide in terms of the
number of new cases; for each of
these types, approximately 2.1
million diagnoses are estimated

in 2018, contributing about 11.6
per cent of the total cancer inci-
dence burden.

Breast cancer ranks as the
fifth leading cause of death (627
000 deaths, 6.6 per cent) because
the prognosis is relatively
favourable, at least in more devel-
oped countries.

Breast cancer is the top cancer
in women worldwide and is
increasing particularly in develop-
ing countries where the majority of
cases are diagnosed in late stages.

Several risk factors for breast
cancer have been well document-
ed. However, for the majority of
women presenting with breast
cancer it is not possible to identi-
fy specific risk factors .

Breast cancer is the most com-
mon cancer type in women and
the second leading cause of can-
cer deaths among women in the
Americas. There are more than
462,000 new cases and almost
100,000 deaths from breast can-
cer annually in the Americas.

Breast cancer is expected to
increase, and by 2030 will be an
estimated 572,000 new cases and
130,000 deaths from breast can-
cer in the Americas.

The increase in new cases and
deaths in Latin America and the
Caribbean will be almost twice
than that in the United States and
Canada. (PTI)

Breast cancer - top cancer in women

NEW DELHI, Dec 9:

Commonly used medical
devices like nebulizers, blood
pressure monitors, digital ther-
mometers and glucometers have
been notified as drugs under the
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, a step
which will enable the
Government to ensure their
quality and performance.

The Drug Controller General
of India (DCGI) would regulate
the import, manufacture and
sale of these devices from
January 1, 2020.

All these devices will have
to be registered under the quali-
ty parameters prescribed under
Medical Devices Rules 2017
and other standards set by the
Bureau of Indian Standard (BIS)
certification.

The Drug Technical
Advisory Body (DTAB), the
country's highest drug advisory
body, had approved the proposal
to include nebulizers, blood
pressure monitoring devices,
digital thermometers and glu-
cometers under the purview of
the Drug law.

"The Ministry of Health has
through a notification dated

December 3, specified devices
intended for use in humans for
internal or external use in the
diagnosis, treatment, mitigation
or prevention of disease or dis-
order in human beings or ani-
mals, to be included in the defi-
nition of drug under the Drugs
and Cosmetics Act, 1940; effec-
tive from January 1, 2020," the
notification read.

Currently, only 23 medical
devices are monitored for quali-
ty by the country's drug regula-
tor. 

With four new devices being
notified, 27 medical devices
now fall under the definition of
drugs under the Act.

The other medical equip-
ments are sold without any qual-
ity checks or clinical trials.

The Health Ministry has pro-
posed expanding the list of
devices in eight new categories,
under the definition of 'drugs' to
bring them under the purview of
the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940.

The eight categories include
implantable medical devices,
MRI equipment, CT scan equip-
ment, defibrillators, dialysis

machines, PET equipment, X-
ray machines and bone marrow
cell separator.  

The proposal to bring high-
end medical devices like
implants, X-ray machines, MRI
and CT scan equipment, dialysis
machines under the purview of
the drug law is under considera-

tion.  
Once the proposal gets

approved, it would mean com-
panies which are engaged in
manufacture and import of these
equipment will have to seek
necessary permission or license
from the Drug Controller
General of India. (PTI)
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