
THIRUVANTHAPURAM/P
ATHNAMTHITTA, Apr 16:

Congress chief Rahul Gandhi
today hit out at Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and said he was
“exploiting” the valour of the
jawans and their sacrifices for
political gains.

Criss-crossing through four
districts of Kollam,
Pathnamthitta, the ground zero of
Sabarimala protests, Alappuzha
and Thiruvananthapuram,
Gandhi targeted Modi on a host
of issues and hit out at the Sangh
Parivar but refrained from attack-
ing the CPI-M-led LDF govern-
ment in the state.

“If the Army and Air force
carries out an action, the credit is
fully theirs,” Gandhi said
addressing a massive gathering
of party workers in
Thiruvanathapuram.

“It is shameful that PM does
not give them credit.

Because they are the people
who gave their blood.It is their
families who suffer and they
deserve the credit,” Gandhi said.

On the Pulwama terror
attack, the Congress chief said
his immediate reaction was not
to politicise the matter.

“This was not a political
issue to be exploited. 

I refuse to exploit our martyrs
and jawans. But this is not what
our PM thinks. Our PM exploits
the valour of our jawans for his
political gains,” he said.

Targeting Modi on alleged
corruption in the Rafale jet deal,
demonetisation and rising unem-
ployment, Gandhi attacked the
saffron forces for “imposing”
one ideology.

The congress chief said his
party does not want to impose a
single ideology.

“Congress does not want to
impose one ideology or one
thought, while the saffron parties
wants to impose one idea, crush

others,” he said.
While Gandhi went all out to

attack Modi and saffron outfits,
he was soft on the CPI(M), say-
ing the left has never questioned
the Constitution of India.

“We fight with the Left in
Kerala. But the Left has never
done what the RSS has done to
this country. The Left has never
questioned the institutions in
India. The Left has never ques-
tioned the Constitution of India.

The Left has never attempted
to destroy the institutions in the
country,” Gandhi said in
Alappuzha.

Despite the scorching heat,
thousands of people had gath-
ered at the  campaign meetings
to hear Gandhi as he criss-
crossed through the four dis-
tricts.

In Pathnamthitta, where the
Sabarimala Ayyappa temple is
located, Gandhi said his party
believes in allowing people  to
express their faith and senti-
ments and never stop them from
“genuinely” expressing their
belief.

Gandhi asked whether the
prime minister had ever apolo-
gised to any traders for the fail-
ure of demonetisation and took
potshots at Modi who, he said,
dresses “immaculately” during
his visits abroad changing his
attire at least four times.

“We have seen him with
Nirav Modi, we have seen him
hugging Anil Ambani, but never
seen him with an unemployed
youth or a farmer,” the congress
chief said.

NEW DELHI, Apr 16:

The Election Commission
today issued notification for
the sixth and penultimate
phase of Lok Sabha elections
to be held on May 12 in 59
seats across seven States.

The seven-phase elections
began on April 11 and will end
on May 19. Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar and West Bengal will
head for voting in all the seven
phases of the general elec-
tions.

All the seven seats in Delhi
will also go for polling in the
sixth phase.

Amid sparring between
Congress president Rahul
Gandhi and Aam Admi Party
convenor Arvind Kejriwal on
Twitter, sources claimed the
two sides were "engaged" in
taking the alliance talks for-
ward and are likely to meet
again tomorrow over seat shar-
ing between the two.

The Congress chief said
his party is willing to give four
of the seven Lok Sabha seats
in Delhi to the AAP to ensure
that their alliance defeats the
BJP, which had won all the
seven seats in 2014.

The Congress has offered
the AAP 4:3 seat-sharing for-
mula, four Lok Sabha seats for
the ruling party and three seats
for itself.

The arrangement has been
arrived at on basis of the vote
share of both parties in 2017
civic polls here.

The election will pit the
BJP-led National Democratic
Alliance against mostly differ-
ent opposition groupings in
various States, including of
Congress, the Left and region-
al forces which are continuing

to work out a grand alliance to
minimise a division of votes
against the saffron party.

The BJP has worked out a
seat-sharing formula with
some new allies and several
old partners. However, opposi-
tion parties are yet to do so in
several States.

With the issuance of notifi-
cation, the process of filing
nominations has begun. The
last date of filing nominations
is April 24, while scrutiny will
take place on April 24. The
last date of withdrawing from
the electoral battle is April 26. 

The poll for the sixth phase
will be held on May 12.

Some of the constituencies
gong to poll are: Valmiki
Nagar, Paschim Champaran,
Purvi Champaran, Sheohar,
Vaishali, Gopalganj, Siwan
and Maharajganj in Bihar.

In Uttar Pradesh,
Sultanpur, Pratapgarh,
Phulpur, Allahabad, Ambedkar
Nagar, Shrawasti, Domariya-
ganj, Basti, Sant Kabir Nagar,
Lalganj, Azamgarh, Jaunpur,
Machhlishahr  and Bhadohi
are going for polls.

Like Delhi, Lok Sabha
elections will be held in a sin-
gle phase in Haryana also.

Tikamgarh, Damoh,
Khajuraho, Chhindwara and
Hoshangabad in Madhya
Pradesh will also go for elec-
tions in the sixth phase. (PTI) 
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Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 16: Taking a
leap along this path, Yogananda
College of Engineering and
Technology (YCET) in collabo-
ration with Times Institute of
Management and Technical
Studies (TIMTS) provided a per-
fect platform to its budding engi-
neers by offering them exposure

to "Robo Lab" training class. 
The curriculum in itself is a

bundle of technology of the
future, encompassing titles like
hands on robotics training and
Internet of Things (AIOT). The
scope of both robotics and AIOT
forms a major part of the focus
of the job universe of technolog-
ical world. These terms are
briskly becoming the synonyms
of future technology. As such by
witnessing these technologies
hands on and by absorbing the
cognition of these trends, stu-
dents would immensely benefit
in the longer term jog of job
supremacy. 

The engrossment of the class
amongst the students is quite
apparent from the massive num-
bers of enrolments to the same.
Without failing to mention their
gratitude for the faculty and the
management of YCET, a pletho-
ra of students from the institution
have expressed their interest in
becoming part of the future tech-
nological circle by learning the
tools of the trade. 

To incorporate the same, the
organizers of the training cur-
riculum, Generation Robotics
and Artificial Intelligence (AI),
have prepared an immaculately
laid plan offering hands on train-
ing and free study material to all
the participants at very nominal-
ly charges. 

Generation Robotics and AI
Lab have been the leading name
in the fields of robotics and IOT
and by joining hands with the
experts, YCET wishes to open
new portals of opportunity for its
up coming engineers. 

The Robo Lab was inaugu-
rated by Prof. R.K. Gangoo,
Director Colleges Development
Council, University of Jammu

who was the Chief Guest on the
occasion. Er. Vidhi S. Jamwal,
Chairman,  JGEI presided over
the inaugural function.  

Dr. Arvind Dewagan,
Director YCET, Sandeep
Pandita, Head Strategic Planning
and Operations YCET, Er. B.R.
Verma, Chief Coordinator, R.S.
Dalpatia, Dy. Registrar  and all

the Heads of the Departments
along with their  faculty mem-
bers were also present in the ses-
sion. Mr. . Vishal Sharma and
Mr. Dinesh Gupta were  the
resource persons from TIMTS.

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 16: The PG
Department of Education, MIER
College of Education organized
a guest lecture on the theme
“Emerging Issues in Teacher
Education”. 

The resource person on the
occasion was Prof SK Yadav,
former Head, Department of
Teacher Education, NCERT and
consultant NCTE. Prof Adit
Gupta, Director and Principal
MIER College of Education
chaired the session. 

Prof NR Sharma, Dean
Academics MIER College, Dr
Mool Raj, HoD PG Department
and Head CET, Dr Nishta Rana,
Deputy HoD and Head CER
along with faculty members of
PG Department and students of
the MEd, MA Education, and
BEd Special Education (MR/ID)
attended the lecture. 

In his address, Prof SK
Yadav said that the issues which
influenced teacher education
decades ago are obsolete today
because with the evolving of
teacher education in India, new
issues and challenges have
emerged such as lack of rela-
tionship between school and
teacher education, not adequate
integration of theory and prac-
tice, lack of integration between
content and pedagogy etc. 

He deliberated upon the
changes in pre-service as well as
in-service teacher education pro-
grammes and their challenges
and issues. Prof Yadav high-
lighted various committee, com-
missions and schemes in teacher

education from post independent
India till date. He shared his
experiences in the field and pro-
vided ample examples in
explaining issues and their solu-
tions. 

This was followed by an
active interaction session where
the faculty members and stu-
dents clarified their doubts and
queries.  

Dr Bharti Tandon, Assistant
Professor, PG Department pre-
sented a formal vote of thanks to
the distinguished speaker and
the audience. 

Jain Yuvak Sangh organizes
‘Prabhat Pheri’

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 16: To mark
the beginning of celebrations
for Mahaveer Jayanti, a
Prabhat Pheri was organised
here today by Jain Yuvak
Sangh (JYS) which was led by
JYS president, Rahul Nahar.

The Prabhat Pheri started
from Jain Sthanak in Jain
Bazar in the wee hours where-
in members of Jain communi-
ty comprising people of all
age groups participated with
full enthusiasm. 

The procession continued
amidst the recitation of
'Mahamantra Navkaar' and
later on was followed by
devotional songs. 

The spiritual procession
passed through Patel Bazar,
Purani Mandi, Jain Bazar,
Pacca Danga and Moti Bazar

to culminate at Shree Nek
Chand Memorial Hall, Rani
Park.

Many organizations affili-
ated to S.S Jain Sabha Jammu
and people of Jain community
participated in the procession.

Members of Jain community during a religious procession at
Jammu on Tuesday.

Student Development
Center inaugurated at IMS

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 16: Institute of
Management Sciences (IMS)

inaugurated Student
Development Center in its
Management Department. 

The center was inaugurated
by the students of BBA
Department along with Sandeep
Pandita, Head - Strategic
Planning and Operations, JGEI.

The Student Development
Centre has predominantly been
introduced in order to further
strengthen the student's confi-
dence and capability. The launch

boosted the confidence level
among management students. 

The event also witnessed the

presence of Nidhi Jamwal, Chief
Coordinator IMS, along with
faculty of management depart-
ment. 

Students inaugurating Development Centre at IMS campus.

CUJ website
hacked

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 16: Official
website of Central University
Jammu was hacked today by
some miscreants, who uploaded
objectionable contents on the
page.

The hackers, who identified
themselves on the hacked page
as ‘Kerala Cyber Warriors’,
uploaded  objectionable
remarks  against the CUJ Vice-
Chancellor and ABVP-RSS,
apparently pointing towards the
incident of clash between some
local and Keralite students last
week during cultural festival
‘Udaan’ on the campus.

The website www.cujam-
mu.ac.in was hacked this after-
noon and the same was detected
soon by the university adminis-
tration, which came into action
and got the objectionable con-
tents removed after a few hours
even as the site was not repaired
till filing of the report.

Power shut down
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 16:
According to Superintending
Engineer, Electric Maintt and
R.E. Circle Jammu, the power
supply to Nagrota Sainik
School, Katal Batal and its
adjoining areas will remain
affected on April 17, 18 and 20
from 10 am to 3 pm.

Similarly, the power supply
to Company Bagh and its
adjoining will remain affected
on April 18 and 20 from 10 am
to 3 pm.

Likewise, the power supply
to Camp Gole Gujral Ranjitpur,
Trilok Pur etc and its adjoining
areas will remain affected on
April 18 from 9 am to 2 pm.

Meanwhile, the power sup-
ply to Anand Nagar, Bohri,
Saraswati Vihar etc and its
adjoining areas will remain
affected on April 20 from 9 am
to 2 pm.

Similarly, the power supply
to Sainik Colony and its adjoin-
ing areas will remain affected
on April 18, 20 and 22 from 9
am to 1 pm.

Likewise, the power supply
to Channi Himmat and its
adjoining areas will remain
affected on April 18 from 9 am
to 1 pm. 

SAD, other Sikh bodies
appeal for support to Cong

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU,  Apr 16: Shiro-
mani Akali Dal (SAD), J&K and
several other Sikh bodies have
appealed to the community
members in Kathua, Udhampur,
Reasi, Ramban and Doda to sup-
port Congress candidate
Vikramaditya Singh. 

A meeting of various Sikh
organization of J&K was held
under the chairmanship of Dayal
Singh Wazir,  chairman
Shiromani Akali Dal J&K. the
members from  Bhai Kanhaya
Nishkam Sewa Society,  J&K
AISSF,  Sikh Welfare Society,
Sikh Naujawan Sabha also
attended.  

Wazir alleged that BJP poli-
cies have resulted in communal
tensions and committing grave
atrocities on Dalits.  BJP under

the leadership of PM Narendra
Modi and its president Amit
Shah has systematically demol-
ished the institutional structure
of various statutory and constitu-
tional bodies including the
Judiciary.

Wazir called upon the pro-
gressive forces to defeat the
nefarious communal agenda of
BJP by voting in huge numbers
for a candidate  and stressed
upon the Sikh Community in
Kathua- Udhampur-Doda
Parliamentary elections and vote
in favour of Congress candidate
Vikramaditya Singh. 

Mohinder Singh, Paramjeet
Singh, Darvinder Singh, Gajjan
Singh, Surinder Singh Kala,
Manmohan Singh,  Kulwant
Singh , Capt Hazara Singh
Sarpanch and others were also
present. 

OROP among election
promises of Sena

Excelsior Correspondent

UDHAMPUR, Apr 16:
Shiv Sena Bala Saheb
Thackeray here today took out
an impressive rally in the town.

Main attraction of the rally
was camels and horses ride.
People of Udhampur wel-
comed and participated in the
rally. 

Shiv Sena candidate,
Meenakshi Chibber (contesting
Lok Sabha elections from
Kathua-Udhampur seat) along
with State Shiv Sena president,
Dimpy Kohli with General
Secretary, Manish Sahni and
Udhampur District president,
Sanjeev Kumar addressed the
rally. Speaking on the occa-
sion, Meenakshi assured one
rank one pension (OROP) to all
the para-military forces which
has been denied by the BJP
government.

She further promised over-
all development of the area
along with equal distribution of
funds and jobs. 

The Shiv Sena candidate
further said that need of the
hour is to provide all benefits
of migrants of Doda region at
par with those of Kashmir who
were 'compelled to migrate
from Kashmir'.

Prominent among those
present on the occasion were
Harsh Kumar Gupta, Surjeet
Singh, Raj Singh, Vikas
Bakshi, Raju Salaria, Laxmi,
Radika, Manju, Sapna,
Rajinder Singh, Sham Lal,
Darun Kapoor, Joginder Singh
and others.

Thunderstorm likely in J&K,
other parts of country
PUNE, Apr 16: 

Day temperatures were
above normal in some parts of
Odisha, Haryana, Chandigarh
and Delhi, Gujarat Region,
madhya Maharashtra,
Marathwada, coastal Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Rayalas-
eema, south interior
Karnataka, Assam, Megh-
alaya, west Uttar Pradesh, east
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Tamil Nadu and Kerala.

Day temperatures were
appreciably above normal in
some parts of Jharkhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Punjab, east and west
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh,
Konkan and Goa, Vidarbha,
Tamil Nadu, Kerala,
Saurashtra and Kutch and
were markedly above normal
in some parts of Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and
Kashmir and Saurashtra and
Kutch.

Day temperatures were
below normal in some parts of
Sub-Himalayan West Bengal
and Sikkim, west Rajasthan
and were appreciably below
normal in some parts of Assam
and Meghalaya.

Day temperatures were
normal over rest of the coun-
try. The highest maximum
temperature recorded over the
plains was 44.8 degrees cel-
sius in Chandrapur of
Vidarbha.

Heat waves swept across
isolated places in east Madhya
Pradesh. Hailstorm observed
at isolated places in Pune on
Monday evening.
Thunderstorms occurred at
isolated places in Assam,
Meghalaya, Nagaland,

Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura,
Gangetic West Bengal,
Odisha, west Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhi, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, madhya Maharashtra,
Marathwada, Vidarbha,
Chhattisgarh and north interior
Karnataka and Kerala.

Thunderstorm along with
gusty winds is very likely at
isolated places in Jammu and
Kashmir, Uttarakhand,
Haryana, Chandigarh and
Delhi, Punjab, east and west
Rajasthan, east and west
Madhya Pradesh, east and
west Uttar Pradesh, Himachal
Pradesh, madhya Maharashtra,
Marathwada, Vidarbha,
Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura,
Gangetic West Bengal,
Odisha, Bihar, Arunachal
Pradesh, Sub-Himalayan West
Bengal and Sikkim,
Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh,
Telangana, Karnataka and
Kerala. 

Rain or thundershowers
have occurred at many places
in Assam, Meghalaya and at
isolated places in Nagaland,
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura,
Sub-Himalayan West Bengal
and Sikkim, Punjab, Jammu
and Kashmir, east and west
Rajasthan, madhya
Maharashtra, Marathwada,
Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Odisha, west Uttar Pradesh,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, Vidarbha,
Chhattisgarh, Saurashtra and
Kutch, Konkan and Goa,
Telangana, Tamil Nadu and
interior Karnataka and
Kerala.(UNI)

PM ‘exploiting’ valour of
jawans, says Rahul Gandhi

FIR against Sidhu over
communal remarks

NEW DELHI, Apr 16: 

District authorities in Katihar
have lodged an FIR against
Congress leader Navjot Singh
Sidhu for his remarks in which he
allegedly warned the Muslim com-
munity that efforts were on to
divide their votes in Bihar, state
Chief Electoral officer said today. 

"An FIR has been lodged
against Sidhu under a section
Indian Penal Code and section 123
(3) of the Representation of the
People Act," Bihar CEO H R
Srinivasa told PTI. 

Section 123 (3) bars promotion
of, or attempt to promote, feelings
of enmity or hatred between differ-
ent classes of the citizens of India
on grounds of religion, race, caste,
community, or language, by a can-
didate or his agent or any other per-
son. 

Addressing an election rally in

Katihar, cricketer-turned-politician
Sidhu has stoked a controversy by
urging Muslim voters of a Lok
Sabha constituency in Bihar with
sizeable population of the minority
community to vote en bloc and
defeat Prime Minister Narendra
Modi. 

The comments by former test
cricketer at a rally in Katihar, where
he was canvassing in support of
veteran Congress leader and former
union minister Tariq Anwar. 

"Do not consider yourself as
being in a minority. You constitute
the majority here. You are about 64
per cent. Do not fall into the trap
laid down by people like Owaisi
(president of All India Majlis-e-
Ittehadul Muslimeen). They have
been propped up by the BJP," Sidhu
had said on Monday at a rally held
at Barasol, in Balrampur assembly
segment falling under the Katihar
Lok Sabha seat in Bihar. (PTI)

Notification for Phase 6 issued

Lord Hanuman Ji
Jayanti on Apr 19
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Apr 16: Lord
Hanuman Ji Jayanti will be cel-
ebrated with religious fervor at

Prachin Hanuman Ji Mandir,
Moti Bazaar on April 19.

Ramayan Path will start at
11 am on April 17 and end at 12
noon on April 18. Puran Ahuti
will be given from 9 am
onwards on April 19.

This was stated by
spokesman of the Organizing
Committee, Rajiv Gupta.

He said Bhajan Sandhya
will be organized from 9 pm
onwards on April 19 by Kamal
Sharma and Subash Shastri
while bhandara will be man-
aged by Vinod Gupta from 11
am onwards on April 21.

The religious activities of
the temple will be managed by
Head Priest, Bhuvnesh Sharma
and Ashish Sharma.

Guest lecture on ‘Emerging Issues in
Teacher Education’ held at MIER

Dignitaries during inauguration of Robo Lab at YCET.

Robo Lab inaugurated at YCET


