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Son of auto-rickshaw driver cracks 
KAS Exam with 10th rank

Govind Sharma
JAMMU, Aug 25: Nothing

is unachievable in this world
and no obstacle can stop the
man from realizing his dreams
if one determines and work
hard for that. This has been
proved right by an Udhampur
boy who secured 10th rank in
the prestigious Kashmir
Administrative Services
(KAS) Examination, the result
of which was declared early
this month.

Hailing from village Incha of
tehsil Ramnagar and district
Udhampur, Suresh Singh, who
presently serves as a teacher,
said that this achievement is his
special and beautiful gift to his
family, especially his late father,
who used to run the affairs of
his family by plying an auto-
rickshaw and binding books. 

In an exclusive interview to
Excelsior, Suresh Singh said
that he comes from a poor fam-
ily but his father never com-
promised with his education
and worked day and night so
that he can pursue his educa-
tion uninterruptedly and fulfill
his dreams.

"My father used to ply an
auto-rickshaw from morning to
evening and book binding

work in the evening. He
always wanted me to become
an officer and it is only his
hard work and motivation that
today I crack this prestigious
examination," Suresh said but
regretted that today his dear
father is not here to see his suc-
cess.

He said after the demise of
his beloved father in the year
2013, he started giving tuitions
to children of his village before
and after his college classes to
support his family. "After com-
pletion of Bachelor degree,
when I joined University of
Jammu to pursue Master degree,
I got real exposure and there
some good friends of mine
helped me a lot and further
motivated me for this competi-
tive examination", he added.

Suresh told that in 2016, he

was selected for the post of
teacher and posted at a remote
area, which was approximately
70 kilometres from his resi-
dence. He said while working
as a teacher, he didn't forgot
his ultimate aim and prepared
himself for the KAS Exam by
studying before and after
school hours and finally he
cracked this prestigious exam
this year with 10th rank.

The Udhampur boy has
wrote an inspiring story for
many youngsters to follow,
who did not allow his poor
financial conditions to come in
the way of his success. He

braved all odds happily and
finally achieved success.

Asked about his message to
the youth, Suresh Singh said,
"Hard work is the only key to
success but first you have to
set a goal what you want to do
in the life and then work hard
with dedication and keep
patience and faith on you as
success may come late but it
will definitely come one or
other day".

Kashmiri Pandits hold rally in US
to support revocation of Article 370

WASHINGTON, Aug 25:

The Kashmiri Pandit commu-
nity in the US held a rally
applauding the Indian
Government's decision to revoke
the Article 370 of the Constitution
that accorded special status to
Jammu and Kashmir.

The Indian government on
August 5 revoked Article 370
which gave special status to
Jammu and Kashmir and pro-
posed that the state be bifurcated
into two union territories,
Jammu and Kashmir, and
Ladakh.

Joined by other members of
the Indian-American communi-
ty, Kashmiri Pandits held the

rally last week in front of the
CNN headquarters in Atlanta in
support of the abrogation of
Article 370.

"The rally highlighted the
fact that these temporary articles
related to Jammu and Kashmir
needed these modifications as
these were highly discriminatory
against almost all Kashmiri
minorities (such as Shias, Dalits,
Gujjars, Kashmiri Pandits,
Kashmiri Sikhs)...," said Subash
Razdan, Atlanta resident of
Kashmir ancestry and a former
president of the National
Federation of Indian American
Associations (NFIA).

At the rally, Kashmiri

Pandits told personal stories of
their hapless exodus and yearn-
ing to go back to their homeland
which they left in 1990 due to
militancy.

"All those present believed
that under this new freedom
courtesy of the Modi
Government, India's Hindus,
Muslims, Sikhs, Christians and
other minorities will now have a
better chance to be equals before
the law!" Razdan said.

Meanwhile, Overseas
Physicians of Kashmiri-Origin
in a letter to the editor in chief of
Lancet magazine Dr Richard
Horton said that they are
“deeply disappointed” that his
recent opinion published on
August 17 omits many relevant
facts, and thus represents an
intellectually dishonest analysis
of a complex geopolitical issue.

"We request that the Lancet
immediately retracts the editori-
al, or publish a viewpoint that
includes a more thorough set of
facts and analysis on
Kashmir...," the letter said.

It also said that the Lancet
"has no locus standi to question
the initiatives undertaken by a
secular, sovereign and demo-
cratic nation to solve the
Kashmir conundrum. (PTI) 

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 25:  Drawing
the attention of the Govt
towards massive financial and
other irregularities committed
in the execution of River Tawi
Barrage project and plunder of
public money as exposed in
special audit Report of Finance
Department, Harsh Dev Singh,
Chairman, Jammu Kashmir
National Panthers Party
(JKNPP) and former Minister
has sought initiation of appro-
priate criminal proceedings
against all those involved in
this scam. 

He said that the special audit
ordered by Finance Department
and conducted by top officers
of State Govt had not only
found glaring irregularities in
the execution of the said project
but fiscal violations and finan-
cial impropriety of grave order
which needed immediate atten-
tion of authorities concerned. 

He expressed dismay that
despite the public exchequer
having been robbed of crores of
rupees by a corrupt mafia oper-
ational in the system, no action
had been initiated with the
Audit Report having been
thrown under the carpet. 

"The fact that some power-
ful people were involved in the
scam should not deter the Govt

from proceeding against the
culprits," Singh said. 

Expressing concern over
the huge mobilization advance
given to the outside executing
agency named M/S GVR Infra
Projects Ltd which abandoned
the work midway on the said
Barrage project, Singh called
for fixation of accountability
and immediate recovery of
advance payments. 

"It was further intriguing that
payments had been made from
time to time for works which did
not correspond to the terms of
contract and advance payments
had also been made for works
which had not been executed
even till date," regretted Singh. 

The NPP leader said that
poor quality work was another
issue of concern with huge dam-
ages having been caused to the
existing structure as reported by
the special audit team.

Urging upon the Governor to
take strong note of the huge
scam, Singh sought stern action
against all those associated with
the project since its launch.

Maintaining that the River
Tawi Barrage Project had great
importance for Jammu in view
of its tourism potential as well as
agricultural promotion, Singh
regretted that the significant
scheme too had collapsed under
the weight of highly corrupt
regimes. 

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 25: A woman
was killed today in the collision
of a bike and an oil-tanker in
Jhajjar Kotli area of city outskirts.

According to a police official,
a speeding oil tanker bearing reg-
istration number JK17-6145 hit a
bike (registration number JK21F-
0533) on new Domail-Katra road
in the jurisdiction of police station
Jhajjar Kotli at about 10: 50 AM.
He said in the mishap, bike rider
escaped unhurt while pillion
rider, Zatun Bibi (35) wife of
Manzoor Ahmed, resident of
Khadan Magna of Purmandal
area in Samba district, received

serious injuries. 
"The injured woman was

immediately rushed to
Government Medical College and
Hospital, Jammu, where she was
declared as brought dead by the
doctors," the official said, adding
that after postmortem the body of
the deceased was handed over to
her legal heirs for last rites.  

He said that a case in this con-
nection was registered at police
station Jhajjar Kotli while both
the vehicles involved in the
mishap were seized and the
accused tanker driver, Ranjeet
Singh son of Hem Raj, resident of
Palmar, Kishtwar, was arrested.

Members of International Gurjar Mahasabha addressing a
press conference at Jammu on Sunday.

Gurjar Mahasabha demands
fresh population survey

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 25:
International Gurjar Mahasabha
has demanded fresh survey of
Gurjar community in J&K.

In a press conference here
today Col Dev Anand, president
of Mahasabha said, to ascertain
the actual number of members
of Gurjar community the fresh
survey should be there.

He also demanded Gurjar
Regiment in Indian army and inclu-

sion of Gojri language in eighth
schedule of Indian constitution.

Mahasabha hailed the PM
Modi and Home Minister, Amit
Shah for fulfilling the long
pending demands of Gurjars like
political reservation to J&K
Gurjars, reservation in promo-
tion and implementation of
Forest Act.

Mahasabha General
Secretary Aditya Naggar;
Younis Chodhary, J&K
Mahasabha president and
Prakash Rao, HP president of
Mahasabha were also present in
the press conference.

LBA President, P.T Kunzang addressing  a seminar in Leh. 
-Excelsior/Morup Stanzin

RSS organises seminar
on ‘Idea of Bharat’

Excelsior Correspondent

LEH, Aug, 25: Rastriya
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS)
here organised a seminar on
‘Idea of Bharat’ where Ladakh
Buddhist Association (LBA)
President, P.T Kunzang was the
chief guest. 

Speaking on the occasion
Kunzang said that India is the
biggest democratic country in
the world having space for every
individual following different
faith and religion. He also said
that Indian constitution safe-
guards fundamental right and
equality of its every citizen
including minorities thereby
having equal opportunities and
rights to its citizen. 

Kunzang further said: “Like
every citizen of the nation,

Ladakhis are true nationalist
who rendered wholehearted sup-
port to Indian army during dif-
ferent wars.”  

Guest of honour was Chief
Research Officer Sowa Rigpa,
Dr. Padma Gurmet and he said
that RSS has lot of contributions
behind the UT status to Ladakh.

Main speaker RSS Sah
Sarkaryvah, Dr. Manmohan
Vaidya in his speech said that all
religion preaches to treat differ-
ent religions and faiths with
respect and India is a culture
diversity region having space
and respect for all faiths which
makes it Bharat.

RSS Vibhag Karyvah, Vijey
Chhelingpa and Zila Karyvah,
Tsewang Gyatso also spoke on
the occasion.

BRO DG reaches
Ladakh on 5-day visit
Excelsior Correspondent

LEH, Aug 25: Border Road
Organization (BRO) Director
General Lt Gen Harpal Singh
arrived here today to take stock
of construction activities of var-
ious strategic road networks that
are vital to Army movement in
the region.

The BRO chief's visit to the
strategically important region
assumes significance as it came
at a time when relations between
India and Pakistan are under
strain following the Centre's
move to scrap special status to
Jammu and Kashmir and its
bifurcation into union territories
of Jammu and Kashmir, and
Ladakh early this month. 

A spokesperson of the BRO
said Lt Gen Singh will take
stock of all construction activi-
ties of various strategic road net-
works constructed and main-
tained under Project Himank
and Vijayak in Ladakh sector
during his five-day visit. 

He will visit the strategic and
administratively critical roads
that are vital for Army move-
ment in the region, the official
said.

The spokesperson said the
General is likely to visit the east-

ern sector of Ladakh where he
will take stock of the develop-
ment of roads vital for the move-
ment of troops. 

Ladakh is the most strategic
region as it borders the country
with Pakistan and China.

"During his visit, the General
will also interact with the top
Army brass and local adminis-
tration to discuss various issues
involved in the development of
road connectivity which is
required to meet the develop-
ment of the region," the
spokesman said.

The DG BRO would also
have a detailed review of the
operational requirements of the
defense forces and is likely to
extend all assistance in comple-
tion of the projects, the
spokesman said.

MLC Vikram Randhawa, State Executive Member Raman
Suri and others during National Art Festival at Jammu.

National Art Festival
concludes

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 25: National
Art Festival organized by
Jammu and Kashmir Centre for
Creative Arts in collaboration
with Kala Kendra, Jammu con-
cluded today with the valedicto-
ry ceremony. Vikram
Randhawa, MLC was the chief
guest whereas Raman Suri, State
Executive Member, BJP, J&K
was the guest of honour on this
occasion. 

Pt. Kewal K Sharma,
President, JKCCA, Gokel
Dembi, veteran artist and
Mushtaaque Ali Khan, Advisor,
JKCCA were the special guests
on this occasion. 

O P Sharma, Director,
JKCCA, Dr. Arvinder Amn,
Secretary Kala Kendra and
Additional Secretary, JKAACL,
Dr Baljit Raina, Anil Saraf and
Jang S. Verman, Advisor,
JKCCA were present in the cer-
emony. 

Welcoming the guests, artists
and students of various schools,
O P Sharma gave a brief about
the performance and future
activities of JKCCA. 

Speaking on this occasion,
Vikram Randhawa said that cre-
ativity among youth can help the
grow as better citizens. He said
that the environment should be
given to the children for doing
creative work, particularly in the
remote areas where accessibility
to such activities is less in prac-

tice. 
Pt. Kewal K Sharma,

Mushtaaque Ali Khan and Gokel
Dembi also expressed their
views on this occasion. 

The artists whose works
were been displayed in the art
exhibition included Shakti
Kumari, Anuradha, Deepa Soni,
Payal Chadha Gupta, Amrit
Kaur, Jang S. Verman, T S Batra,
Gokel Dembi, Kanwalnain
Bhan, N D Jamwal. Sunita
Gandhi, Shivani Koul Bhat,
Megha Khajuria, Kaunain
Zubair, Manoj Chopra, Ashok
Mehra and O P Sharma
(Jammu), Aslam Naqishbandi
(Srinagar), M Akram LKhan
(Reasi), Dharminder Sharma, K
S Gill, Gaytri, Priyanka Sharma
(Punjab), Prabhinder Lall
(Chandigarh), Anupama Singh,
Sunita Kumari,  Dr. A K Dixit, V
S Rahi (New Delhi), Rajesh
Yadav, Nisha Soni (Rajsthan),
Dr. Mamta Singh (Uttarakhand),
Pratima Singh, Dr. Ramshabad
Singh, Moiteree (Uttar Pradesh),
Vipin Kumar (Bihar),  Rakesh K
Koul,  (Madhya Pradesh),
Jignesh Parmar, Swati sable,
Ramesh Bhosale and Raghu
Nawere (Maharashtra).

Art demonstrations by well
known artists Kamalnain Bhan,
Jang S. Verman and Deepa Soni
were given to the school chil-
dren who were the part of the
festival. A children art competi-
tion was als conducted during
the festival.  

Chairman All J&K Transport Welfare Association, T S Wazir
addressing a press conference at Jammu on Sunday. -Excelsior/Rakesh

Withdraw new tax or face agitation:
Transporters to authorities

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 25: All J&K
Transport Welfare Association
has expressed resentment against
the imposition of a new onetime
tax on the cost of vehicles-com-
mercial as well as personal.

In a press conference here
today T.S Wazir, Association
Chairman said, there will be agi-
tation if the authorities did not
withdrew the new tax.

"All new commercial vehi-
cles will have to pay 9 per cent
of the actual cost of the vehicle
while the amount for non-com-
mercial vehicles is 10 per cent in
this new tax system," he said. 

Wazir requested the Governor
S.P Malik and his Advisors to get
the new tax withdrawn.

"The transport sector is
already facing recession post

abrogation of Articles 370 and
35-A and under such circum-
stances introduction of such new
taxes will only add to woes of the
transporters," he told reporters
adding that many states in the
country have not such a tax while
those where this tax exists it is
not more that 3-4 per cent.

"After learning the recession
in auto sector Union Finance
Minister has recently announced
many relief measures while in
J&K introduction of such taxes
is not justified," Wazir main-
tained.

"We in J&K are already pay-
ing at Toll Plazas, Token Tax,
Road Tax etc. Under these cir-
cumstances such a new tax will
be unbearable," he further said.

‘Natrang’ stages play
‘Hangama Ho Gaya’

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 25: Theatre
group ‘Natrang’ here today
staged comedy play ‘Hangama
Ho Gaya’ written by Ashok
Mishra and directed by Neeraj
Kant.

The play opens
at the residence of
a wealthy man
‘Chaggu Mal’ who
had advertised for
a suitable match
for his only daugh-
ter and had organ-
ized an interview
for that. 

Looking at the
lucrative prospect,
a big crowd gath-
ered at his gate
with most of visit-
ing because of
sheer greed with-
out even looking at
their own eligibili-
ty of being the
prospective groom
for a girl of that
much calibre. 

The situation
becomes even
more dramatic
when a number of
people joined the
crowd without
even knowing the purpose.

Heartbeat of ‘Chaggu Mal’
fastens as all of them were
without any worth and every
new person entering the inter-
view room adds on to his ten-
sion and palpitation.

After a long and hard day,
dealing with meaningless and

tiring interviews, ‘Chaggu Mal’
receives shocking news that the
daughter for which he was
looking a match and went
through all the trouble, had
already selected her life partner
and informs him through a let-
ter about her decision to marry
him.

Natrang actors who per-
formed in the play were Rishav
Sharma, Sushant Singh Charak,
Shivam Singh, Abhinav
Sharma, Bhrigu Sharma, Mohit
Sharma, Kuldeep Angral, Sumit
Raina and Toyab Hussain.

Lights were operated by
Neeraj Kant whereas the music
was rendered by Kananpreet
Kaur. The show was coordinat-
ed by Mohd Yaseen and the pre-
sentations were done by Aarti
Devi. 

A scene from the play ‘Hangama Ho
Gaya’ staged by Natrang at Jammu on Sunday.

Denial of entry to opposition
leaders condemned

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 25:  More lead-
ers of different political parties,
particularly National Conference
and Congress, have condemned
the Government action to deny
entry of leaders of opposition par-
ties of the country in the State who
had come to access the ground sit-
uation here and to meet main-
stream political leaders and com-
mon people in Kashmir.

Ajay Sadhotra, former
Minister and senior leader of
National Conference, has termed
the Government action as uncon-
stitutional and undemocratic.
"State Government on the one
hand is claiming return of normal-
cy in the State while on the other
hand, entry of opposition leaders
was denied. Every time whenever
there was problem in any part of
the country, the delegation of
opposition leaders visited the
troubled part of the country. Even
delegations of opposition parties
have visited State in 1990, 2010,
2016. But it is very unfortunate
that that State Government has not
allowed opposition parties' leaders
to enter the State," he said.   

Sadhotra also appealed the
Government to immediately
release NC top leaders Dr Farooq
Abdullah, Omar Abdullah and
other mainstream political parties
leaders.

AICC Vichar Vibhag National
Coordinator and former MLC,
Ashok Kumar Sharma has sought
intervention of the President of
India to ensure restoration of dem-
ocratic values in Jammu and
Kashmir permitting the opposi-
tion leaders in the highest law
making body free movement and
interaction with the people of
J&K.

Vice-Chairman of the JKPCC
Minority Department, S
Gurdarshan Singh has criticized
the Government for not allowing
the opposition leaders to visit
Srinagar and also demanded
immediate release of G A Mir,
Raman Bhalla, Ravinder Sharma
and others , who have been put
under house arrest.  

Provincial  president of Rahul
Gandhi Brigade and State secre-
tary  Youth Congress, Arjun
Sharma said that by restraining
the opposition leaders, the ruling
dispensation  has violated the
Articles 21 and 15 of the Indian
Constitution.

State president of National
Democratic Party Indian (NDPI),
Rajesh Gupta has lambasted those
criticizing the opposition parties
of politicizing J&K issue and said
that there was nothing more polit-
ical and anti-national than the
alleged shutting down of demo-
cratic rights in Kashmir.

J&K:Ex-cop questions Govt move on
moral grounds, says people’s will vital

MUMBAI, Aug 25:

Former police officer Julio
Ribeiro has said people's will is
the "crux of the matter" in issues
like Jammu and Kashmir, and he
would not have taken decisions
like the ones taken by the Union
Government from a "moralistic"
perspective.

Ribeiro, widely credited for
tackling terrorism as the head of
Punjab Police with a strong hand
in 1980s, said from the police-
man's perspective, he will give
full marks to the Government's
"clever" moves in Jammu and
Kashmir.

The Centre on August 5 abro-
gated Article 370 of the
Constitution which gave special
status to Jammu and Kashmir
and also divided the border state
into two Union Territories.

The government carried out
these moves from New Delhi
after a virtual lock-down of the
state, by putting politicians and
activists under house arrest,
imposing curfews and suspend-
ing communication, much of
which still continues.

"As a policeman, if you want
to totally ensure there is no trou-
ble, it was very cleverly done.
From the police point of view, I
will give full marks. But (from)
the moralistic (point of view), I

would not do. The people are
supposed to be involved,"
Ribeiro said over the weekend.

"Getting people on the side is
the most important thing and that
he (government) will have to do.
Otherwise, you get this trouble.
Getting people on your side is the
crux of the matter," the former
Mumbai police commissioner said.

Notably, a few media outlets,
especially the foreign owned
ones, have reported of violence
in the Kashmir Valley which has
left some people injured while
there have also been more deten-
tions of local people.

Ribeiro recounted that former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee had requested him to go
to the northern state as the gover-
nor, and also deployed veteran
politician Farooq Abdullah to
persuade him when he declined
the offer.

Vajpayee, the senior BJP
leader, had come to know of his
handling of militancy in Punjab
by getting people on side, and
wanted the same to be emulated
in Kashmir as well.

"I said as the governor, I can't.
As director general of police
(DGP) or advisor to governor, I
could, but as the Governor I
couldn't," Ribeiro reminisced.
(PTI) 

Policemen inspecting ill-fated van in Kathua. -Excelsior/Pardeep Sharma

One killed, 3 injured as
van hits divider on NH
Excelsior Correspondent

KATHUA, Aug 25: One per-
son was killed and three others
wounded when a van they were
travelling in hit the divider and
turned turtle at Jammu-
Pathankot National Highway
(NH) near here today.

The ill fated van bearing reg-
istration number PB06W-2613
was carrying devotees who were
returning from Samba after
attending a religious congrega-
tion there.

Police sources informed that
the deceased Dalender Singh
son of Pyar Singh resident of

Gurdaspur got critically injured
in the mishap and was shifted to
district hospital Kathua where
the doctors declared him dead
on arrival.  

They further said that other
three injured are undergoing
treatment in district hospital
Kathua and are stated to be out
of danger.

The accident took place at
Logate Bridge and the driver
fled from the spot after the
mishap. 

Police has registered a case
under sections 289, 337 and 304
of RPC and started investiga-
tions.

Take action against offenders in
River Tawi Barrage scam: Harsh

Woman killed in bike-oil tanker collision

* Watch video on 
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www.excelsiornews.com

* Watch video on 
www.excelsiornews.com


