
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 20: Pradesh
Congress Committee  and its
frontal organizations besides
party workers paid rich tributes
to former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi on his birth anniversary
across the State today.

Many functions were organ-
ized by the Congressmen to cel-
ebrate the birthday of Late Rajiv
Gandhi at different places. The
main function was held at the
Pradesh Congress headquar-
ters, Shahidi Chowk Jammu
where senior functionaries of the
PCC, District and Block
Congress Committee members
besides heads of various frontal
organizations participated. PCC
senior vice president Dharam
Pal Sharma (Ex-MP), presided
over. 

While speaking on the occa-
sion, the senior party leaders
present described Rajiv Gandhi
as the architect of Panchayati
Raj System in the country, who
fulfilled the dreams of great
leaders like Mahatma Gandhi to
devolve power of planning and
development at the grass root
level.  The 73rd and 74th
Amendments of the Constitution
were the result of the vision and
efforts of Rajiv Gandhi, which
has brought the power at the
door-steps of the people. The
speakers emphasized   the need
to strengthen the Panchayati Raj
System in the State. Rajiv
Gandhi also lowered the voting
age from 21 to 18 years provid-
ing opportunity to the youth to
participate in the election
process. 

Prominent among those pres-
ent included Gurmukh Singh
vice president PCC, former
Ministers Mula Ram, Gulchain
Singh Charak, Ravinder Sharma
-MLC, Om Chopra, Vinod
Sharma, Th Puran Singh,
Parkash Sharma, Shivdev Singh,
Bharat Gandhi,  C L Bhat, Hari
Singh Chib, S R Sudhir, K L
Gupta, Manmohan Singh, Ravi
Singh Slathia, S S Shingari,  Pt
Jagan Nath, Padmini Langeh, B
B Gupta, Sanjay Sawhney,
Chanchal Popli, Jyoti Vaid and
others.       

In Srinagar office of the
Congress Party, the function in
this connection was held under
the chairmanship of senior vice
president of  the PCC Muzaffar
Hussain Parray -MLC. Senior
vice president Bashir Ahmed
Magray and Ghulam Nabi
Monga-MLCs were also present
besides other members of the
PCC, DCC and Block bodies
besides frontal organizations.
The speakers paid floral tributes
to the portrait of their late leader
and recalled his contributions
for the party and the country.
The day was observed as

Sadbhavna Divas at all the lev-
els in the region and districts
across Kashmir.  Others present
in the function included G N Mir
Lasjan, Amreen Badr, Farooq
Andrabi, Shaneema Sopori,  G
M Sheikh, Shameema Khan,
Khursheed  Ahmed Zargar,
Abdul Ghani Khan, Jan Mohd
Reshi,  Shameema Iqbal and
Sayeda.

District Congress
Committee (DCC) Udhampur
also celebrated birth anniversary
of late Rajiv Gandhi in a func-
tion held at party office at the
district headquarters and paid
rich tributes.  MLA, Chenani
Krishan Chander Bhagat was the
special invitee. Several senior
leaders including Mr Bhagat,
Brij Mohan Sharma, Sumeet
Magotra Inayat Ullah,
Manmohan Raina Sham Lal
Sarpanch Sanjeev Sharma and
others paid their rich tributes to
their late leader and lauded his
contributions. 

Another function was held in
this connection under the leader-
ship of Ashok Bakshi, senior
leader at Dhar Road
Udhampur. Several other
Congress activists attended the
function. District Seva Dal,
Udhampur unit also paid tributes
to Rajiv Gandhi under the lead-
ership of Yash Pal Sharma dis-
trict chairman. Senior leader
Shakeel Shah was the special
invitee.

In Chenani also the Congress
activists from Ghordi and other
blocks organized a function
under the leadership of local
MLA Krishan Chander Bhagat
and paid floral tributes to late
Rajiv Gandhi on his 69th birth-
day.  They garlanded the portrait
of Rajiv Gandhi and recalled his
contributions for the party and
the nation. 

Block Congress Committee
Akhnoor held a function in this
connection under the leadership
of Baldev Raj Sharma in the
town and paid tributes to former
Prime Minister. All the partici-
pants while paying  their rich
tributes             recalled the con-
tributions of the late towering
leader of the country.

In yet another function held
at Vijaypur in Samba today,
Rani Gargi Blowria-MLC and
other Congress activists paid
their tributes to late Rajiv
Gandhi. The MLC in her address
lauded the contributions of Rajiv
Gandhi in the field of IT,
Science, Agriculture, Education,
Computer technology, Health
and Family welfare besides
Panchayati Raj System.  Former
Minister and senior Congress
leader Manjit Singh also organ-
ized separate function in
Vijaypur constituency in this
connection. 

President LYC Jammu-
Poonch Satish Sharma organ-
ized another function at JRC
Home for Handicapped
Udheywalla  Jammu in this con-
nection. The day was observed
as Sadbhavna Divas. Mr Sharma
and his team members interacted
with the differently abled chil-
dren and tried to know about
their problems. He stressed that
benefits of the schemes meant
for these children must reach up
to them properly. Sweets were
also distributed among the chil-
dren on the occasion.   

Congress Seva Dal  Jammu
Urban under the leadership of
Vipan Nischal, district chief
organizer, also celebrated the
day and paid  tributes to Rajiv
Gandhi. Several  other members
of the district unit also partici-
pated in the function. Students
of Rajiv Gandhi Degree College
organized a function in the col-
lege premises in this connection
and  paid tributes to Late Rajiv
Gandhi. Anu Dogra chairperson
of the college, highlighted the
contributions of  Late Rajiv
Gandhi. Principal of the college,
Dr G P Sachdev and other facul-
ty members were also present.  

Meanwhile, chief patron of
NPP Prof Bhim Singh while
paying tributes to late Rajiv
Gandhi described him as highly
respectful, humane and national-
ist who had his agenda to wipe
off terrorism and violence in the
country. He never sacrificed his
national commitment for the
sake of vote bank as Congress
and BJP leaders do today. He
said signing peace accords with
Sant Longewal (Punjab) and
Assam accord to restore peace in
this regions was a unique effort
to strengthen national integra-
tion. Prof Singh said that had
Rajiv Gandhi lived longer, per-
haps the peace would have
returned fully to the J&K,
Assam  and other parts of India. 
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Tributes paid to Rajiv on birth anniversary

Congress leaders and activists paying tributes to Rajiv Gandhi on
his birth anniversary at PCC office in Jammu on Tuesday. 

Governor, CM greet people on
Raksha Bandhan

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Aug 20: N. N.
Vohra, Governor, has felicitated
the people on Raksha Bandhan
and expressed the sincere hope
that this auspicious occasion
would usher a new era of peace,
amity, harmony, progress and
prosperity in the State.

In his message of greetings,
the Governor observed that
Raksha Bandhan is a unique fea-
ture of India's cultural ethos,
symbolizing the special bonds
between brothers and sisters. He
said that this festival has a spe-
cial significance for Jammu and
Kashmir as the annual Shri
Amarnathji Yatra concludes on
this day and devotees pay obei-

sance at the Holy Cave Shrine
on Shravan Purnima.

The Governor prayed for the
well-being of the people of the
State.

Chief Minister, Omar
Abdullah has also felicitated
people on Raksha Bandhan
wishing them happiness and
welfare.

In his greetings message, the
Chief Minister said that Jammu
and Kashmir has great tradition of
observing festivals and holy days
in unity and togetherness. He
called for further strengthening
this trait and said that amity and
brotherhood adds colours to the
celebration of festivals. He prayed
for peace and development of the
State and the country. 

Mir Farhat
SRINAGAR, Aug 20:  The

Kashmir's first ever cement
bridge in Srinagar caved in
today and disrupted the traffic
movement in the entire down-
town area for the day as officials
closed down the movement of
the vehicles on the bridge, caus-
ing heavy traffic jams on the
roads in the area.

Eyewitnesses said that the
right part of the bridge in
Noorbagh side caved in early
morning on Tuesday, and made a
huge void in the bridge. People
stopped moving on the bridge
fearing its collapse. 

The officials of the Roads
and Buildings Department
blamed the Public Health
Engineering Department for the
damage to the historic bridge.

"The right approach of the
bridge has sunk because a water
supply pipeline of PHE burst.
And because of the leakage, a
portion of the right-side caved
in," Satish Razdan,
Superintending Engineer R&B,
Srinagar-Budgam Circle said.

The bridge is an important
link in the old city as it connects
Batamaloo and Qamarwari with
old city, Soura, and Ganderbal
areas.

Due to its closure, people
including patients, and students

suffered had a lot of trouble as
traffic did not move on it.
Patients going for treatment
toward SKIMS, Soura, traveled
through congested Lal Chowk
roads.

Heavy traffic jam was
reported in most parts of the city
including Seki Daffar, Safa
Kadal Eid Gah, Qamarwari and
its adjoining areas because of
the bridge closure.

"We have repaired a major
portion of the damaged portion
of the bridge. Hopefully, traffic
will resume plying on the bridge
in the evening, and in case of
any eventuality the bridge will
be re-opened for public tomor-
row," Razdan said.

PHE officials said that they
swung their mechanics into
action to repair the damaged
pipeline and block its leakage.   

The bridge has historical
importance in Jammu and
Kashmir, especially in the Valley
as it is the first concrete bridge
over the river Jehlum.

Prior to this bridge, seven

bridges were built in Srinagar
city over the river Jehlum, but
all in wooden material.

Noted historian and poet
Zareef Ahmad Zareef said that
this bridge became talk of the
town in late 70s as it was the
first bridge to be constructed in
concrete.

"The idea to construct a
Cement bridge over the river
Jehlum was conceived by then
Prime Minister GM Sadiq to
provide a concrete traffic link
between Srinagar city and North
Kashmir. But, due to changing
political situation at that time its
construction was delayed,"
Zareef said.

The poet said that after the
change in the Government SM
Qasim, then Prime Minister of
J&K, commissioned the con-
struction of the bridge in 1974.

Before the Cement bridge, a
chungi (toll tax collection) exist-
ed here which was called Guzzar
Chowk that collected toll tax
from people ferrying materials
across the river, Zareef recalled.

Valley's first cement bridge
built in 70s caves in 

Baig asks Govt to expedite steps 
for rehabilitation of rain hit people
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Aug 20:
Expressing concern over loss of
precious lives and properties in
the incessant rains and floods in
different parts of the State, for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister and
senior leader of People's
Democratic Party (PDP)
Muzaffar Hussain Baig today
regretted that despite such huge
losses, the State Government has
failed to reach to the affected
families. 

He said that it was result of
the inability of the
Government to reach to the
masses that woes of affected
people were compounding
with every passing day and the
Government was busy in just
giving assurances. 

In a statement issued here
today, Mr Baig asked the State
Government to take all measures
for the rescue and rehabilitation
of the affected people in the

State. He further asked the
Government to depute teams of
officers to assess the actual loss-
es so that adequate relief should
be given to the affected families
as early as possible. 

While expressing his heart-
felt condolences to the families
of those who lost their lives in
floods and incessant rains, Mr
Baig said that rains have
wreaked havoc in the State and
claimed several lives, besides
causing colossal damage to prop-
erty and standing crops. He said
that a large number of roads were
also washed away in remote
areas so there was a need to
restore road connectivity in the
cut off areas.

He regretted that collapsed
houses have rendered several
families homeless all over the
State in general and Jammu
region in particular but requisite
steps have not been taken by the
Government to provide them
shelter.

Restore Bahu Fort to its 
original glory: Charak  
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU,  Aug 20: Dogra
Heritage Development Society

( D H D S )
cha i rman
and former
M i n i s t e r
G u l c h a i n
S i n g h
Charak has
demanded
that State

Government should take imme-
diate long and short-term meas-
ures  to restore damaged Bahu
Fort to its original glory. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, Mr Charak, a
senior Congress leader
expressed serious concern over
the damage caused to the main
wall of historical Bahu Fort
Jammu and developing of
cracks at other places of the
Fort during recent rains and
also the damage caused to the
other heritage properties of the
region due to rains and earth-
quakes.  

Mr Charak said that Dogra
Heritage Development Society
members besides others from
the civil society in the meeting
held at Dogra Saddar Sabha on
Monday also discussed the
issue in detail and expressed
their serious concern over the
damage suffered by the her-
itage sites. After the threadbare

discussion, a resolution was
also passed unanimously by all
the members. 

Mr Charak said that
Society members besides oth-
ers strongly demand that
Government should constitute
a committee of experts to
enquire into the reasons of
damages caused by rains to the
Bahu Fort complex, despite
spending crores of rupees dur-
ing the recent past.      

He further stressed that
Government should organize a
national level workshop by
inviting experts of the conser-
vation, geological, structural,
environmental and civil engi-
neering from conservation and
restoration field, ASI,
INTACH, State Archives
Department, Dogra Heritage
Development Society  of
Jammu and intellectuals from
civil society having expertise. 

He further maintained that
the expert group after visiting
these sites including Mubarak
Mandi will give its view point
on the present status, immedi-
ate steps required to be taken
for restoration, advise for
preparation of  Master plan,
investigations required to be
carried out, need of prepara-
tion of DPRs for Heritage
complexes in the region,
besides reason behind the
damages suffered. 

CM administers oath
to Basharat as

Chairperson SERC 
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Aug 20: Chief
Minister, Omar Abdullah this
afternoon administered oath to
Basharat Ahmad Dhar as
Chairperson State Electricity
Regulatory Commission
(SERC). 

The Chief Minister wished
success to Basharat Ahmad
Dhar in his new assignment and
hoped that Mr. Dhar would
shoulder the responsibility with
the best of his capacity and cal-
ibre.

Minister of State for Power,
Viqar Rasool, Chief Secretary,
Mohammad Iqbal Khandey,
Economic Advisor to
Government, Jalil Ahmad
Khan, Principal Secretary to the
Chief Minister, B. B. Vyas,
Principal Secretary Home,
Suresh Kumar, Principal
Secretary PDD, A. K. Mehta,
Director Pollution Board, Vinod
Ranjan, various Chief
Engineers and senior officers of
PDD were present on the occa-
sion.

BGSBU Teachers Association to go 
on indefinite strike from Aug 27  

Excelsior Correspondent
RAJOURI, Aug 20: Baba

Ghulam Shah Badshah
University Teachers Association
(BGSBUTA) today observed
one-day pen down strike and
announced to go on indefinite
strike from August 27 if all the
issues are not resolved by the
University authorities.

Issuing a press statement,
president BGSBUTA, Dr
Asghar Ali Shah said that
General Body Meeting (GBM)
of the association has unani-
mously decided to proceed on
indefinite strike from August
27, 2013 if their all pending
issues are not resolved well
before August 26.

He reiterated the demands,
which included implementation
of rotation policy for the posi-
tions like Registrar, Controller

of Examinations, Deans of
Schools of Studies, Dean
Student Welfare, Heads of dif-
ferent departments, Proctor,
Provosts and wardens of the
hostels, adoption of one man one
position policy, removal of
retired people from the adminis-
trative positions, filling up of all
vacancies in the teaching depart-
ments and Career Advancement
Scheme for teachers as per the
norms of the UGC.

Dr Shah said that there were
also other demands, which have
already been forwarded to
authorities for the redressal.
Even as the University  had
agreed to fulfill all the demands
before the end of academic ses-
sion, 2012-2013  but no action
seems to have been taken thus
forcing the teachers to go on
strike, he added.

Govt failed to tackle
Kishtwar situation: Gupta
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 20: Assailing
the Government approach to
tackle the situation in the trouble
torn Kishtwar, former Union
Minister and MLA, Prof.
Chaman Lal Gupta alleged that
instead of providing immediate
relief to the badly affected lot
due to communal frenzy, the rul-
ing leaders were playing dirty
politics.

Prof. Gupta pointed out that
several days have passed after
the loot and plunder in Kishtwar,
no relief has been provided to
the sufferers who have been vir-
tually uprooted and lost their all
the livings. So much so even the
stock of the losses have not been
taken and no effort seems to be
there to recover the looted prop-
erty, even the said weapons
taken away from the Gun House
and used for violence, he added
and further said that to add to the
problems of the sufferers a cur-
few has been imposed and little
supplies of the rations and other
eatables have been arranged.

He pointed out that even
those officers /officials have not
been removed from the scene
who remained silent spectators
when there was loot and anti
national elements were
indulging in resorting to arson

and destruction.  And the people
have lost their confidence in
such an administration.

Prof. Gupta expressed sur-
prise over the deputing of some
politicians to visit Kishtwar after
a team of four senior Ministers
visited there. What the team of
Ministers have done there with
what results, have not been
made public, he added.

He said it was an irony of
fate that on the one hand there
was furry of the nature causing
repeated earthquakes, on the
other hand under a plan the anti
national elements operating in
various guises have created hell
of the situation.  Astonishingly
no relief has been provided even
to the badly affected families
due to tremors even after many
loud promises despite expiry of
over two months now, he added.

Prof. Gupta also castigated
the elements operating from
within and outside the ruling
parties demanding the disband-
ing of the VDC's and dilute the
force of SPO's. This obnoxious
move is apparently loaded with
to shaken the confidence of the
minorities who were on the tar-
get after forcing out the core
nationalists from the Valley of
Kashmir who have come to be
virtually refugees within their
own country.

Er GH Vaida passes away
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Aug, 20:
Former Commissioner-cum-
Secretary to Government,
Housing and Urban
Development Department,
Engineer Ghulam Hassan Vaida,
who had also served as Chief
Engineer for a long duration,
passed away this afternoon after
a brief spell of illness.

Engineer Vaida was one of
the pioneering engineers of the
state who did his civil engineer-
ing from AMU and was appoint-
ed as an Assistant Engineer in
1947. He went on to do his post

graduation from France. He
retired as
Commissioner/Secretary to
Government, Housing and
Urban Development Department
in 1980-81. 

A large number of mourners
joined the Nimaz-e-Jinazah near
Masjid-e-Ibrahim, Hyderpora
Ibrahim Colony, Hyderpora,
Airport Road-NH By Pass
Intersection.

His body was laid to rest by
the side of the grave of his wife
in the Ibrahim Colony it-self.
According to the family
Chahrum will be observed on
Friday.

Sahai lauds MRTs of
JK Police 

Excelsior Correspondent
SRINAGAR, Aug 20:

ADGP Armed, S M Sahai today
lauded the professional stan-
dards displayed by Mobile
Rescue Teams (MRTs) of J & K
Police that was headed by the
Everester Ram Singh of J&K
Police during the Amarnath
Yatra this year.

ADGP, Armed S M Sahai
said that the Mobile Rescue
Teams (MRTs) of J & K Police
were deployed at various criti-
cal points along the Yatra route
worked effectively and rescued
thousands of yatris during the
two month long Shri Amarnath
Ji Yatra.

He said that the MRTs are
trained for high altitude
advance mountaineering, search
and rescue operations from
reputed institutions of moun-
taineering across the country
with an aim to carry out rescue
operations in high altitudes dur-
ing Shri Amarnath Ji Yatra for
the safety of yatris round the
clock.

"The teams regularly per-
formed rescue operations along
the dangerous stretches of the
track between Sheshnag and
Poshpathri by fixing ropes
along the critical road stretches
of Poshpathri and Sheshnag for
ensuring safety of Yatris," he
said.

Five teams each comprising
of 11 experienced and well
trained mountaineers com-
manded by Everester Ram
Singh of J&K Police with an
overall strength of 67 officers
and men under the overall
supervision of S M Sahai were
deployed at critical points of
Pissu Top, Nagakoti-Jogibal,
Sheshnag, M.G Top and
Sangam.


