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of Rs 70.17 crore under
District plan for current finan-
cial year. The nod in this regard
was given in the District
Development Board meeting.

The plan includes Capital
component of Rs 5097.39 lakh
and revenue component of Rs.
1919.54 lakh against last years'
approved annual plan of Rs
6842.43 lakhs. During the last
fiscal an expenditure of Rs.
6344.02 lakhs has been incurred
on development of the District
under various sectors thereby

registering 99.46 percent utiliza-
tion.

Against the current year's
approved District Plan, an
amount of Rs 11.20crore would
be expended on various road
communication works under
R&B Sector, Rs 4.10 crore
under PHE sector, Rs 9.22 crore
under Irrigation sector, Rs 1.88
crore under Agriculture and its
allied sectors, over Rs 2.59 crore
under Rural Development and
Rs 38.01 crore on other Social
services in the District.

Kukhimath Sub Divisional
Magistrate Rakesh Tewari told
reporters after his return from
Kedarnarth that 50 bodies are
lying in areas adjacent to the
shrine.

"We are right now concen-
trating on rescuing those who
are alive," he said.

The death toll may rise sig-
nificantly once water recedes
and relief teams are able to
access the affected areas.

A portion of the Kedarnath
temple compound was washed
away but authorities said no
damages were reported to the
structure itself.

The Ram Bada area, a busy
spot near the temple, has been
completely submerged and was
not visible from rescue chop-
pers.

Army Central Command
officials said that nearly 6,000 to
8,000 people are stranded in
Kedarnath, 2,500 in Hemkund
Sahib and around 8,000 in
Badrinath.

Flash floods, cloudbursts and
landslips have so far claimed
131 lives in northern India.
Thousands have been displaced
in Uttar Pradesh where several
rivers are in spate.

The death toll in Uttarakhand
has reached 102. Rudraprayag
district was the worst hit with 20
people dead and 73 buildings,
including 40 hotels, along the
banks of the Alaknanda swept
away in the swirling waters of
the river.

A total of 71,440 pilgrims
bound for the Himalayan shrines
of Kedarnath, Badrinath,
Gangotri and Yamunotri are
stranded in Rudraprayag,
Chamoli and Uttarkashi districts
of Uttarakhand with the famous
char dham yatra having been
suspended due to massive land-
slides and damage to the road
network. 

While 27,040 tourists are
stranded in Chamoli,
Rudraprayag and Uttarkashi
have 25,000 and 9,850 pilgrims
from various parts of the country
stranded, Disaster Management
authorities said.

Meanwhile, with a slight let

up in the rain today, rescue
efforts are being intensified in
the affected areas.

More than a dozen helicop-
ters have been deployed in
Uttarakhand and Himachal
Pradesh for relief and rescue
operations with officials saying
that all the stranded people are
expected to be evacuated soon.

Union Home Secretary R K
Singh said food, medicines and
blankets were air-dropped in
remote areas of Uttarakhand and
Himachal Pradesh. Home
Minister Sushilkumar Shinde,
too, talked to the chief ministers
of the two states.

"We have provided seven
helicopters to Uttarakhand. The
state government has also hired
four private helicopters. We are
providing helicopters to
Himachal Pradesh. Hopefully,
all stranded people will be evac-
uated today," Singh said in New
Delhi.

Himachal Chief Minister
Virbhadra Singh, who was
stranded in Kinnaur district for
nearly 60 hours due to land-
slides, was evacuated this morn-
ing by a chopper hired by his
Congress party.

The threat of flood, mean-
while, loomed large over Delhi
as the water level in Yamuna
climbed well above the danger
mark. Around 1,500 people in
the various low-lying areas of
east Delhi have been evacuated
and sent to relief camps.

"The water level of Yamuna
crossed the danger mark of
204.83-m at 7 AM and reached
205.58-m at 7 PM," an official
in the flood and irrigation
department said.

A high alert has been issued
in Uttar Pradesh following
heavy rainfall across the state
and the release of water by sev-
eral barrages since yesterday.

Four persons were killed in
rain-related incidents in the
state, including three teenagers
who were struck by lightning in
Maharajganj. Another woman
was killed and six others
injured when a house collapsed
in heavy rains in
Muzaffarnagar. (PTI) 

Rains toll 131, thousands trapped

30. This was done to ensure
that ongoing development
works didn’t suffer and fresh
works approved in the DDB
meetings were taken up.

Sources said the delay in
plan finalisation wouldn’t be a
problem provided that the State

got the healthy plan as projected
by it for Rs 8050 crores.

“The delay in view of can-
cellation of May 20 and June 2
meetings wouldn’t matter if we
are able to get 10 per cent step-
up in the plan over last financial
year,’’ sources said.

PCI calls for Omar-Montek
plan meeting on July 2

records of the Municipal
Committee was going on, the
Senior Assistant, finding himself
in the trouble, managed his trans-
fer, sources said, adding presently
he is posted in the Municipal
Committee Katra.

However, taking serious note
of the embezzlement of money
and gross financial irregularities,
the Deputy Commissioner has
ordered thorough enquiry into the
misappropriation of public
money before initiating legal
action against the accused official
and recovery proceedings,
sources said. “The detailed
enquiry is also imperative as the
possibility of some other officials
having been hand-in glove with
the Senior Assistant cannot be
ruled out”, sources added.

The enquiry will be conduct-
ed by a three member committee
comprising Sudershan Kumar,
Chief Executive Officer, Katra
Development Authority, Mohd
Arshad Choudhary, District
Treasury Officer, Reasi and
Rajesh Gupta, Executive
Engineer PMGSY Reasi.

The Executive Officer
Municipal Committee Reasi,
Thakur Dass will be presenting
officer in the case and the commit-
tee has been directed to submit its
report by or before June 30, 2013.
The Deputy Commissioner has
directed the accused Senior
Assistant Chuni Lal to remain pres-
ent during the course of enquiry
without fail following which fur-
ther action as warranted under law
would be taken against him.

Embezzlement of nearly Rs 21 lakh 
detected in Reasi Municipal Committee

Mr Advani's visit is confined
to non political function only
and he will participate in a pro-
gramme being organized by Pt
Prem Nath Dogra Memorial
Trust at Jammu Club where he
will release a book written on
Praja Parishad movement of
1952-53 by Dr Agnihotri a well
known scholar. 

Mr Modi's visit is totally
political in nature and he will
address a public rally at
Madhopur where besides
Punjab, the BJP activists from
Himachal Pradesh and J&K will
also converge.

The Party sources said that
the BJP workers from three
States Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh and J&K will partici-
pate in the rally to be addressed
by Mr Modi at Madhopur.

Sources said that Modi's visit
on the day has a significance as
Dr Shyama Prasad Mookerjee
entered J&K via Madhopur after
breaking the permit system and
was later arrested. He died in
mysterious circumstances in
Srinagar Jail on June 23, 1953

and since then the BJP is observ-
ing the day as his Martyrdom
Day. 

Sources said after his
appointment as chairman of the
Party's Election Campaign
Committee Mr Modi has decid-
ed to visit all the States to take
the message of the Party to
every nook and corner of the
country.  He will start from
Madhopur in Punjab on June 23
as Dr Mookerjee had also
launched his struggle for break-
ing the permit system from here.

Sources said that from
Madhopur, Mr Modi will con-
vey the message to the people of
three neighboring States includ-
ing Punjab, Himachal Pradesh
and J&K.

Sources said Mr Advani will
reach here in the morning and
after release of the book at
Jammu Club he will address the
gathering there. Later he will
return to Union Capital in the
afternoon, sources added.

Sources said that BJP leader
will not attend any political
function in Jammu on the day.

Modi to address rally at Madhopur

Wild Life Warden Central
Kashmir Mohammad Sadiq said
that the black bear was roaming
in the adjacent places for past
several days and today it entered
into the lawns of PDP president.
"We trapped the bear and
released it at Dachigam National
Park," he said.

Earlier, bears would also
enter into the Royal Springs
Golf Course and Army camp
in BB Cant and in the posh
locality of Gupkar. The
Government carried out the
electric fencing of the Golf
Course to keep away the wild
animals. 

Bear spotted at Mehbooba's house

Kashmir, and Chief Executive
Officer Pahalgam Development
Authority to upgrade the tracks
in the Yatra area in Baltal and
Chandanwari routes respectively
as per the decisions taken by the
Sub-committee, constituted by
the Supreme Court.

'Chief Engineer, R&B,
Kashmir, and CEO, PDA have
been asked to provide railings
along the tracks on Baltal route
and Chandanwari routes, respec-
tively, as per the decisions taken
by the Sub-committee so that
Yatris do not fall from edges of
the tracks down the steep slopes
during stampede or otherwise",
the Home Department order
reads.

The Government has ordered
that the Tourism Department
should provide shelter sheds at
regular distances along the yatra
tracks where the Yatris can take
shelter during times of incessant
rains, snow and storms. 

The Tourism Department has
been asked to erect 30 concrete
Dome type shelter sheds along
with linked toilets at identified
locations in the yatra area and
security forces have been direct-
ed not to occupy these shelters
as they are exclusively meant for
Yatris.

Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD) has been
directed to install Automatic
Weather Stations at
Chandanwari, Sheshnag,
Panjtarni, Holy Cave and Baltal
and also Weather Display
Boards at Baltal and

Chandanwari to apprise the
Yatris about the impending
weather.

Police have been asked to
deploy five Mountain Rescue
Teams (MRTs) comprising ten
police personnel each in the
yatra area at Sheshnag,
Poshpathri, Lower Holy Cave,
Sangam and Brarimarg to spot
signs of landslides and alert the
Joint Control Rooms.

The Government has ordered
that the State Health Department
should set up well equipped
Medical Camps at a distance of
about 2 kilometres on both the
axis, in coordination with Army,
CRPF, BSF, ITBP, other security
forces and NGOs. 

The Director, Health
Services, Kashmir has been
asked to ensure that sufficient
quantity of medicines, and med-
ical equipment are available in
the Medical Camps throughout
the Yatra period. 

The PWD along with PDA
have been asked to construct
helipads at Brarimarg, Kelnar,
and Sangam and other places on
Baltal route and Pahalgam
Chandanwari routes respectively
for evacuating ill and injured
Yatris from off camp locations.
The PWD and PDA have been
asked to get the forest clearance
for these helipads from Forest
Department.

Army has been asked to
maintain adequate quantities of
items required by pilgrims dur-
ing inclement weather on both
routes of the yatra.

Home Deptt issues SOP for yatra 
as per SC guidelines into an agreement with

Central Government by accept-
ing the post-1953 position in
1975 accord in lieu of the power.

Ridiculing the allegation of
National Conference
Additional General Secretary
Dr Mustafa Kamal against
Congress party for eroding
autonomy of the State, Fotedar
said that Kamal must ask his
own party senior leadership as
who actually is responsible for
the erosion of autonomy.

"I was also key players dur-
ing parleys between Centre and
National Conference leaders
like Mirza Mohammad Afzal
Beg and Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah on 1975 Indira-
Abdullah accord. I was
appointed by Indira Gandhi as
a point man. The Centre
Government agreed that Sheikh
Mohammad Abdullah can call
himself as Prime Minister of
the State in 1975," Fotedar
revealed.

"However, it was made
clear to Sheikh Mohammad
Abdullah that any communica-
tion from New Delhi will
address him as Chief Minister
and not Prime Minister", said
Fotedar adding: "Sheikh
accepted it and decided that in
Jammu and Kashmir he will
also be called as Chief
Minister. These issues had been
settled already and there is no
scope for going back into histo-
ry and changing the present sta-
tus." 

When asked that National
Conference leadership is
repeatedly alleging that

Congress party is directly
responsible for eroding the
autonomy, he said: "It is only
Dr Mustafa Kamal who says
such things. No other NC
leader says this. When elec-
tions are nearer and when they
are out of power, they talk of
autonomy. Today they are talk-
ing of autonomy, tomorrow,
they will talk Azadi. Is it possi-
ble? This chapter is over after
1975 accord".

He also said that 1975
accord has closed all chapters of
discussion on the issue and if

National Conference is talking
about its restoration, nothing
will happen. "These are mere
statements. They have no scope.
No one would change the exist-
ing position," he said.

Fotedar, however, refused to
comment on the future electoral
alliance with any of the political
party. He said that media per-
sons should talk to those leaders
who have information about the
electoral alliance in the State. "I
have no information about the
pre-poll alliance with any party
in the State," he said.

Earlier, talking to party sen-
ior leaders and workers at party
headquarters, the party leaders
briefed Fotedar about their
problems and gave him their
suggestions for strengthening of
the Congress party in Kashmir
valley and particularly in dis-
trict Srinagar.

Fotedar stressed the party
leaders and workers that their
grievances and suggestions
would be communicated to
party high command, particu-
larly to Congress president
Sonia Gandhi.

Autonomy closed chapter: Fotedar

Around a dozen people were
injured when police allegedly
resorted to tear gas shelling and
lathicharge to disperse the
protesting villagers.

The locals of the area said
that people from Kannelwan vil-
lage assembled in large numbers
and protested against shortage of
electricity in the area.

The protestors alleged that
Power Development
Department has dispatched them
hefty power bills, but "it is iron-
ic how the department can
charge huge bills when there is
no electricity in the area."

Reportedly, the protestors
later resorted to stone throwing

and clashed with the police that
continued for hours. Some of the
injured have been identified as
Saleeqa Bano, Imram Ahmed
Tantray, Shafia Jan, Irsahd
Ahmed Shah and Shabir Ahmed
Shah.

"The power supply in our
area has been totally erratic and
the Power Development
Department (PDD) did not even
follow their own schedule," said
the villagers. They said that for
last one month their village is
completely reeling under dark-
ness.

The locals accused the police
of using force on the peaceful
protesters.

Tehsildar among several injured

system for passengers going
to Delhi by train. "The passen-
gers will be taken by road to
Udhampur railway station where
they will leave for Delhi on the
same ticket," Garg said.

Talking about the 11-km
Qazigund tunnel, he said it is
equipped with modern gadgets
like public address system,
CCTVs, air quality monitoring,
emergency telephone in case the
emergency arises.

"A special road has also been
constructed inside the tunnel for
rescue measures," he said.

The CEO said that the link
between Banihal and Katra will
take time and would be complet-
ed in December 2017.

The section of the rail link
will reduce the distance between
the Qazigund and Banihal from
35 Km to 18 Km and it has been
constructed at a huge cost of Rs.
1,691 Crore.

It took almost nine years to
complete the Baramulla-
Qazigund rail project, which
was started in 2000. The
Islamabad-Qazigund rail link
has about 113 minor and major
bridges along the route.

NC, PDP hurl abuses at Bandipora DDB meet

SPG, Rlys officials
inspect rail link

ahead of PM's visit


