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SRINAGAR, June 18: To
frame the modalities for the
preparation of State Level
Disaster Management Plan, a
day-long workshop was organ-
ised by National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA)
in collaboration with the Revenue
Department here today.

Finance Commissioner,
Revenue, Arun Kumar while
speaking on the occasion empha-
sized for proactive approach for
designing disaster management
plan for the State. Keeping in
view the significance of disaster
management besides vulnerabili-
ty of the area to high wind veloc-
ity, land sliding and heavy snow
fall, Dr. Kumar exhorted upon the
stakeholders to share their
responsibilities for finalisation of
the frame work to develop the
module for the disaster manage-
ment. He also stressed for con-
ducting capacity building pro-
grammes and collection of pri-
mary data throughout the state.
He also urged for putting in
efforts for micro planning to mit-
igate the concerns at the grass
root level.

Pertinently MDMA in associ-

ation with the Revenue
Department has engaged Tata
Institute of Social Science to
develop the State Disaster Plan
(SDMP) for the State.

Threadbare discussions were
held for developing mechanism
for disaster reduction plans, mock
drills besides creating effective
awareness among the people.
Provisions of Educational
Institutes, health care institutions,
public transport and evacuation
were also discussed.

It was given out during the
deliberations that Disaster
Management Centres will be set
up in every district of the State.
Tata Consultancy of Social
Sciences also gave PowerPoint
presentation on the functioning of
the emergency operation centres
and utility of disaster manage-
ment on the occasion.

Collection of date about vul-
nerability to national and man-
made disasters across all the
regions of the State was also
taken care of during the work-
shop.

Divisional Commissioner,
Kashmir, Shailendra Kumar
assured that all possible assis-
tance  will be made available for
preparation of Disaster

Management Plan by the
Divisional Administration and
informed that 13 Seismo metres
are being installed at different
locations in the Valley.

Member, National
Management Authority, Dr.
Muzaffar Ahmad said that neces-
sary building codes should be
strictly adhered to during infra-
structure development especially
in health and education sectors in
the State. He also stressed for
organizing awareness campus to
acquaint the people residing in
active seismic zone about the
measures to be taken during dis-
aster management.

Among others settlement
Commissioner, Latief-u-Zaman
Deva, Additional Director
General of Police Home Guards
Civil Defence and SDRF, D.R.
Doly Barman Deputy
Commissioners of Srinagar, Doda
and Kishtwar, Director Ecology
Environment and Remote
Sensing, Director Metrology,
Joint Secretary, NDMA,
Consultants of TATA Institute of
Social Sciences led by Professor
T. Jayaraman and Dr.
Balamurugan Guru besides offi-
cers of the State participated in
the workshop.
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JAMMU, June 18: Minister
for PHE, Irrigation and Flood
Control, Sham Lal Sharma
today reviewed the physical and
financial achievements recorded
by the Public Health
Engineering (PHE) Irrigation
and Flood Control Departments
at a high level meeting.

The Minister also reviewed
the status of the ongoing Water
Supply Schemes (WSS) taken
up at Katra, Doda, Jammu,
Udhampur and Rajouri under
Special Task Force Projects.

The meeting was attended by
Commissioner Secretary, PHE,
I&FC, Dr. Pawan Kotwal, Chief
Engineer PHE, K.K. Gupta,
Chief Engineer Irrigation and
Plood Control, Chief Engineer
RTIC, besides SCs/Executive
Engineers of PHE, Irrigation &
FC of Jammu province.

While reviewing the
achievements, the Minister was
also briefed about the steps
taken for the revival and preser-
vation of   traditional ponds in
the region,  supply of drinking
water to uncovered educational
institutions, multi-villages
schemes, revenue collection,
process of installation of  water
meters at private establishments
like hotels, restaurants and other
business concerns, besides  lay-
ing of crate work alongwith
river Chenab and other areas etc.

The Minster said that access

to safe drinking   water  was the
right of every individual and the
Government was committed to
provide the same to every nook
and corner of the state. He said
that Government was committed
for effective implementation of
all development schemes and to
ensure that the targeted lot gets
the benefits. He called upon the
engineers/officers to work with
dedication and missionary spirit
to serve the   people. 

He stressed the Chief
Engineers to personally monitor
implementation of various ongo-
ing schemes and activities of the
field functionaries for smooth
functioning of the system so that
the people do not face difficul-
ties during the summer. He
asked them to take feedback
from Sarpanchs and Panchs of
the respective areas.

The meeting was informed
that the flood protection work on
Katra-Dansar Nallah has been
taken up at Rs 47 lakh, out of
which Rs 25 lakh have been
spent so far.           

It was also informed  that the
Rs 5.49 crore have been spent on
the Surinsar  Water Supply
Scheme against the total project
cost of Rs 7.23 crore, while
against  Rs. 384.41 lakh project
cost  Rs 2.40 crore have been
spent on WSS Mansar Lake.

It was said that the upcoming
WWS at the two famous tourist
destinations of the Jammu
would reduce dependence of

water requirements on the lakes
in the area.

It was also informed that Rs
2.30 crore have been spent on
WSS Naiwala-Kishtwar against
the project cost of Rs 5.31 crore,
while    the Filtration Plant at
Rajouri district is coming up at a
cost of Rs. 30 lakh.

The Minister was also
informed that under National
Rural   Drinking Water
Programme (NRDWP) the
department has proposed Rs
272.92 crore Action Plan for the
year 2013-14, with a target to
cover 395 inhabitants with
314648 population. 

While reviewing the irriga-
tion schemes, the Minister was
apprised that this year Rs 18.88
crore have been proposed for the
restoration and  modernization of
main Ravi canal and its distribu-
tion network, while  the depart-
ment was also working on the
Lift Irrigation Scheme Raya,
estimated to cost Rs. 110 lakh. 

Later, the Minister, along-
with Commissioner Secretary
PHE, and other concerned sen-
ior officers   visited the construc-
tion site of Tawi Barrage
Project.

About ninety percent work
on the Rs. 69.80 crore project
also known as Tawi Artificial
Lake has been completed.    

The Minister directed the
executing agencies to complete
the work before coming rainy
season.
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JAMMU June 18: Ellaquai
Dehati Bank, Purkhoo, branch,
organized a Kissan Credit Card
camp at Purkhoo here today.
The camp was organized to
synchronize it with the trans-
parent speedy and at door
banking facilities to the farm-
ers of the area.

Among villagers, Bank
officials, officials from
Agriculture Department,
Jughal Mahajan, Sarpanch and
A K Razdan, Chairman of the
Bank attended the camp.
Speaking on the occasion,
Razdan requested the farmers
to come in a big way for avail-
ing loans under Kissan Credit

Card Scheme at very cheap
interest rates with simplified
procedure. 

Mr Razdan also disclosed
that Bank will be providing
ATM cards to KCC borrowers
and this will be the first RRB in
J&K to introduce such facility.

A large number of KCC
loan sanction letters were dis-
tributed at the camp. B L Bhat,
Regional Manager while
speaking on the occasion
requested the borrowers for
repaying loans timely to avoid
unpleasant recovery process. 

Jugal Mahajan, Sarpanch
thanked Mr Razdan, Chairman
of the Bank for speedy sanction
of the Kissan Credit Cards to
the farmers of the village.
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JAMMU, June 18: Vice
Chairman, Jammu Development
Authority, Satesh Nehru,  on
Tuesday chaired Building
Operation Controlling Authority
(BOCA) meeting, which was the
first meeting held after the
online system started in JDA.

All the building permission
cases received till date were dis-
cussed in the meeting and were
cleared, except one, which will
generate a revenue to the extent
of Rs. 70 lakh to JDA to be spent
for the development of Jammu.

Among others the meeting

was attended by Chief Town
Planner, JDA, who is member
Secretary BOCA, and other con-
cerned officers and officials
were present in the meeting.

The VC, who is Chairman
BOCA, appealed the public not
to go far construction without
getting their plans approved by
the competent authority which is
mandatory and is also in their
interest and public on the whole.

He assured that these meet-
ings will be held on regular basis
for timely disposal of building
permission cases so that they
may not have to face inconven-
ience in this regard.
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JAMMU, June 18: MLA and
former Minister, S S Slathia,
today convened a public meet-
ing at Ramgarh to take stock of
people's grievances and
demands as well besides assess-
ing the status of development
works being done in the area.

The MLA listened to the
issues raised by people of
Ramgarh and other adjoining
areas and asked the officers to
look into all these matters for an
early redressal to the same.

Speaking on the occasion,
Slathia said that the Government
is according focused attention
on development of far off and
border areas with focus on unat-

tended parts. "The people have
always extended complete coop-
eration to the Government in all
its endeavors as they are wise
enough to judge the credibility
and performance of the
Government", he maintained.

Referring to power supply in
Ramgarh, Slathia instructed the
concerned to speed up the pace
on evacuation of power by erec-
tion of two new feeders Abtal-II
and Nanga-II in upgraded 33/11
KV Receiving Station Ramgarh.

He also directed for further
evacuation of power to two new
11 KV feeders Jerda-II and
Nandpur-II on receiving station
of Nandpur which has already
been augmented from 2x6.3
MVA to 10+6.3 MVA.

Standing Committees
nominated by LC

Chairman
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SRINAGAR, June 18:
Chairman Legislative Council,
Amrit Malhotra today nominat-
ed members to serve on the
Department Related Standing
Committees for the year 2013-
14. 

Department Related
Standing Committee-I will have
Bashir Ahmad Magray as its
Chairman while Javed Ahmad
Rana, Nurboo Gialchan, Yashpal
Sharma, G. Q. Pardesi, Agha
Syed Ahmad Rizvi and Syed
Naeem Akhtar as its members to
serve the Departments of
Industries & Commerce, R&B,
Hospitality & Protocol, Power
Development, Hospitality &
Protocol and Haj & Auqaf.

Department Related
Standing Committee-II will have
Vijay Bakaya as its Chairman
while Ravinder Kumar Sharma,
Jahangir Hussain Mir, B. R.
Kundal, Dharambir Singh
Oberoi and Dr. Shehnaz Ganai
as its members to serve the
Departments of Health &
Medical Education, Revenue,
Tourism, CA&PD, Transport
and Information Technology. 

Department Related
Standing Committee-III will
have Devender Singh Rana as its
Chairman while Khalid Najeeb
Suharwardy, Subash Chander
Gupta, Sheikh Ghulam Raool,
Syed Asgar Ali, Master Noor
Hussain and Sham Lal as its
members to serve the
Departments of Forest, PHE,
Irrigation & Flood Control,
Rural Development, Housing &
Urban Development and Estates. 

Department Related
Standing Committee-IV will
have Naresh Kumar Gupta as its
Chairman while Ajat Shatru
Singh, Jugal Kishore Sharma,
Mohammad Ashraf Mir, Dr. B.
A. Veeri, Abdul Majid Bhat and
Rani Gargi Blowria as its mem-
bers to serve the Departments of
Home, Social Welfare,
Education, Agriculture produc-
tion, Horticulture,
Cooperatives, Ladakh Affairs
and Information. 
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MLA SS Slathia addressing public meeting at Ramgarh on
Tuesday.

Slathia takes stock of
people’s grievances

Sham reviews functioning of
PHE, Irrigation & FC Deptts

JDA clears building
permission cases

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, June 18: In a
bid to give new impetus to its
ongoing struggle for empower-
ment of the Panchayats, All
Jammu and Kashmir Panchayat
Conference (AJKPC) has
announced to start massive
campaign at district and block
levels to highlight the failure of
State Government in devolving
powers to grassroots level
institutions. 

The conference has decided
to start its campaign from 10
districts of Kashmir valley
where the senior leaders of
AJKPC would interact and
hold meetings with the elected
Panchs and Sarpanchs and cre-
ate awareness among them
about their democratic rights
which had been denied by the
ruling National Conference
since the Panchayat elections in
June 2011. It was decided in a
meeting held under the chair-
manship of Anil Sharma, gen-
eral secretary of the confer-
ence. 

“The State Government,
particularly ruling National
Conference has been creating
obstacles in empowerment of
Panchayati Raj Institutions
(PRIs) in Jammu and Kashmir.
The tall claims of the ruling
party vis-a-vis devolution of

powers of 14 Government
Departments to elected
Panchayat members are far
from truth,” Sharma said while
addressing the meeting. 

The AJKPC leader also took
on the State Government for
delay in releasing the payments
of the poor people who had
worked under Mahatma Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). 

Imtyaz Afzal Beig, provin-
cial president of AJKPC,
Kashmir said that “the ruling
party is the main culprit in dis-
empowering the Panchayats
and it will have to pay the price
for it near future,” Beig said. 

Ghulam Hassan Panzoo,
spokesperson AJKPC appealed
the Panchs and  Sarpanchs to
get united and fight against the
authoritarian attitude of the
State Government. 

Bashir Ahmad Malik,
provincial secretary Kashmir
said the National Conference
had always cheated the rural
masses and it had done nothing
to empower democratic institu-
tions. 

Prominent among those
who were present in the meet-
ing included Among
Mohammad Fayaz Ahamd
Khandey, Amin Parray,
Mohammad Shafi Mir and
Ghulam Ahmad Lone. 

State Disaster Management Plan
to be prepared by TISS
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SRINAGAR, June 18:
Minister of State for PHE,
Irrigation and Flood Control,
Nazir Ahmad Gurezi today visit-
ed various areas including
Dawar, Bagtore and Kanzwal of
Tehsil Gurez and took stock of
the people problems besides
developmental needs. He also
inspected proposed site for hospi-
tal building which is being con-
structed at an estimated cost of
Rs 12 crore. 

The Minister also inspected
the renovation work of Sheep
Wool Development Office Gurez
and ongoing construction work of
drain at Dawar.

The Minister directed the
executing agencies to gear up
their field functionaries and
speed up the pace on all develop-
mental works being executed
under different sectors in the
Tehsil. He asked them to ensure
completion of works in a time
bound manner with directions to
the Power Development
Department (PDD) authorities to
complete electrification work of
Budoaab village and ensure it by
June end.  

At the proposed hospital site,

the Minister directed Tehsildar to
settle land acquisition case for
link road leading towards the pro-
posed site of the hospital immedi-
ately so that the construction
work on the hospital building is
started.

The Minister also launched
para-gliding event in Gurez for
attracting sports and adventures
lovers and tourists to the beautiful
and picturesque valley of Gurez. 

Interacting with the local peo-
ple at different places during his
tour, the Minister said that
Government is determined to
boost the tourism sector so that
more employment avenues are
generated and prosperity is
assured in every nook and corner
of the State. 
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RAJOURI, June 18: Minister
of State for Health, Shabir
Ahmad Khan during his surprise
visit to Community Health
Centre Kalakot issued instruc-
tions for suspension of electric
technician of the hospital for his
negligence in maintaining hospi-
tal electricity infrastructure. 

He also issued directions for
imposing a fine of Rs 1000 on
Block Medical Officer and also a
fine of Rs 500 on incharge nurse
of the hospital. He also instruct-
ed Chief Medical Officer,
Rajouri to call for an explanation
of store keeper for not maintain-
ing the records properly.

The action in this regard was
taken by the Minister over
reports of mismanagement and
indiscipline in the hospital,
besides poor performance shown
in upkeep of hospital wards and
maintaining of proper records.
He directed the concerned Chief
Medical Officer to monitor
working of the hospital and
ensure that no patient faces any
inconvenience during the treat-
ment in the hospital.

The Health Minister also

took stock of the overall func-
tioning of the hospital. He went
round each section of the hospi-
tal, enquired about the welfare of
the patients and received
appraisal about different health
care facilities available for the
convenience of the people.

During the inspection, the
Minister directed the concerned
to ensure all facilities are provid-
ed to the patients as well as preg-
nant mothers and neonates. He
underscored the need for total
sanitation in and around the hos-
pital and instructed for holding
RKS meeting regularly in con-
sultation with local members of
Legislature for arranging minor
repairs and purchase of day to
day essential items for use in the
hospitals.

Later the Minister addressed
a public meeting at Duranegali
Choudary Nar in Rajouri. He
assured the people that all their
genuine developmental needs
would be fulfilled in a phased
manner. 

The Minister said that all-
round development of hilly and
border areas have received keen
attention of the government dur-
ing last over 4 years. 

Shabir orders suspension
of Technician, fines BMO

Nazir concludes 3-day
tour of Gurez

AJKPC to start campaign for
highlighting Govt failure Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, June 18: Seven
day Chetna Abhiyan led by
Prof Bhim Singh started this
morning from Kathua to create
awareness among the youth
and students in particular
against terrorism, corruption
and communalism, drug men-
ace etc. 

The Panthers Party team
comprised of legislators, senior
party leaders, members of the
secretariat, Kissans, youth,
women and trade union wings.
The prominent members of the
team included party general
secretary,  Yashpaul Kundal,
MLA, Syed Rafiq Shah, MLC,
PK Ganjoo, vice president,
Anita Thakur,  HC Jalmeria,
Shanti Swaroop Basotra, gen-
eral secretary,  Bansi Lal
Sharma, advisor, district presi-
dent,  Ravinder Pathania, work-
ing president, Billawar,  Jagdev
Sarpanch, Shanker Singh
Sarpanch, Secretary, Panthers
Kisan Council, Neelam Abrol,
secretary, Women Wing,
Meenakshi  district president
Women Wing,  Jia Lal Verma,
provincial general secretary,

Rajinder Manjoo, State secre-
tary and others.

Kathua district passed its
first resolution urging Prof
Bhim Singh to contest forth-
coming Lok Sabha election
from Udhampur-Doda
Constituency. Similar unani-
mous resolutions were also
passed in Billawar, Basohli and
other areas. 

Meanwhile, in a meeting
held in Kupwara in North
Kashmir, the Panthers Party
has also proposed Prof Bhim
Singh’s name to contest Lok
Sabha election from Baramulla
Constituency in Kashmir
Valley.

Addressing the Chetna
Abhiyan  senior party leaders
attacked NC-Congress coali-
tion and termed it as most cor-
rupt, communal, anti-people
and bunch of highway robbers. 

The Chetna Abhiyan will
reach Bani and Bhaderwah
tomorrow on June 19. Prof
Bhim Singh made a strong
appeal to the people of J&K
particularly youth and students
to join Panthers Party’s Chetna
Abhiyan in the greater national
interest. 

Panthers Party starts 
7-day Chetna Abhiyan

Ellaquai Dehati Bank organizes 
Kissan Credit Card camp

Conference on
Nephrology at

SKIMS
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SRINAGAR, June 18: To
provide a world-class scientific
programme and to reflect the
unique role of the National and
International Societies' efforts
to advance renal care in both
the developed and the develop-
ing world, Sher-e-Kashmir
Institute of Medical Sciences
(SKIMS), Soura Srinagar is
going to host three days long
17th Annual Conference of
North Zone Chapter of Indian
Society of Nephrology.

Organizing committee of
the conference informed the
conference will deliberate on
critical topics such as infections
of the urinary tract, kidney
transplantation, acute and
chronic kidney diseases, pre-
vention of various kidney dis-
eases, glomerulopathies, nutri-
tion and chronic renal failure.
Besides, deliberations will be
held on the preventive nephrol-
ogy.

Medical experts participat-
ing in the event will share their
perspectives and deliberate on
new advances in related field
which is critical to remain
abreast with latest develop-
ments in the field.

Director SKIMS Dr
Showkat Ahmad Zargar has
complimented the Department
of Nephrology for hosting the
conference.

The conference will be
attended by more than 100 del-
egates from the country and
abroad and will deliver lectures
and share experiences on vari-
ous aspects of kidney diseases.
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SRINAGAR, June 18:
Lambasting all the three major
political parties of Kashmir
for their double standard
towards their voters and
cheating them on one pretext
or the other, Jammu and
Kashmir National Panthers
Party (JKNPP) today said that
these parties have been
befooling people here since
decades.

The party leaders said
there is not any provision for
autonomy or self-rule in
Indian Constitution and said
that those who took oath
under the constitution know it
well that they can't do it.

Party general secretary,
Manzoor Ahmad Naikoo in a
press conference here at TRC
said that these parties have
been asking people to vote
and in return they will restore
situation like 1953, then why
the same Government failed to
give it to its people when they
were in power. 

"I want to ask NC, PDP

and Congress, when election
starts, you start political ral-
lies". I fail to understand what
they tell people in these ral-
lies, when in past they failed
to deliver, he said.

He said these parties have
failed to protect the senti-
ments of youth and if the same
continues the time will not be
far when the same youth in
their mere frustration will
raise gun again, which will be
then tough to control.

Self-Rule, Autonomy 
un-constitutional: JKNPP


