
Excelsior Correspondent

PANCHARI,  Sept 5: The
three-day historic  Sankri Devta
Mela concluded in Block
Panchari.

Deputy Commissioner,
Udhampur, Yasha Mudgal, who
was the chief guest on the con-
cluding day, paid obeisance at the
Sankri Devta temple and prayed
for peace and prosperity of the
people.

Additional SP, Benam Tosh,
Mela Officer, Tehsildar
Settlement, S.N. Suman, Block
Development Officer, Panchari,
Sajjad Bashir Sumbria officers of
different departments and mem-
bers of Mela committee were
present on the occasion.

Complimenting the people on
the occasion, DC said that such
festivals symbolize unity in diver-
sity besides providing a common

platform to the people of all walks
irrespective of caste, colour and
creed to interact and share their
culture and traditions.

She also appealed the gather-
ing to generate awareness among
the common masses about the
need and importance of education
of girls which is vital for creating
a healthy and harmonious society.
She stressed for saving the girl
child and asked to uproot the men-
ace of female foeticide which is
not only against law but against
humanity.

The DC had a round of stalls
installed by various departments
for general awareness of different
schemes.

Responding to local demands
of the area, the DC said that
administration is fully aware of
their issues and efforts would be
made to redress the same on prior-
ity basis.
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Minister for Revenue, Aijaz Ahmed Khan alongwith DDC
Reasi, Shahid Iqbal Choudhary distributing relief cheque to a
beneficiary at Arnas on Thursday.

Aijaz holds public camp at Arnas, 
reviews restoration works

Excelsior Correspondent

REASI, Sept 5: Minister for
Revenue, Relief and
Rehabilitation Aijaz Ahmed
Khan today held a public griev-
ance redressal camp at Arnas
and inspected various ongoing
restoration works. 

Deputy Commissioner,
Shahid Iqbal Choudhary and all
district officers accompanied the
Minister and participated in the
meeting which was attended by
people from remote areas of the
district.

Aijaz laid foundation stone
of Revenue Complex at Arnas to
be constructed at an estimated
cost of Rs 1.80 crore and distrib-
uted relief cheques to affected
families for fully and partially
damaged houses, loss of live-
stock, cattle, cattle sheds and
cultivable land. 

Speaking on the occasion
Ajaz appreciated the district
administration for presenting
relief cheques of 191 cases to
the tune of Rs 22.50 lakh in
record time of 5 days for benefit
of aggrieved persons who lost
their houses in various areas of
two tehsils. Deputy
Commissioner informed that
further camps will be held at
Pouni, Reasi, Mahore,
Thakrakote, Katra, Chassana
and other places for immediate
distribution of relief next few

days. 
The Minister issued instruc-

tions for immediate blacktop-
ping of Thanpal road, construc-
tion of new school buildings,
bridges, restoration of PMGSY,
PWD, RDD roads, irrigation
canals and PHE schemes in a
time bound manner. 

A number of public griev-
ances were redressed in the pres-
ence of Minister. He was
informed that action taken report
on all grievances of public
including timely payment under
MG-NREGA will be submitted
by the end of month.

Later, in a meeting of offi-
cers the Minister called for
bringing the area on tourism
map and also announced Rs 15
lakh from his CDF for construc-
tion of hut at Daggan Top for
facilitating the visitors to this
picturesque remote area. DC
informed that work will be exe-
cuted through Forest
Department immediately. 

Expressing satisfaction over
steps taken by DC for decen-
tralised relief distribution, mak-
ing available emergent cash
relief at Niabat offices and
stores and stocks at remote
areas, the Minister asked for
making a holistic plan under
SDRF for strengthening the
community preparedness and
availability of equipment
across the district.

Rs 1.16 cr plan approved under
ATMA for Doda

Excelsior Correspondent

DODA, Sept 5:  Rs. 1.16
crore plan for the year 2013-14
was approved for Doda district
in a meeting of Governing Body
of ATMA (Agriculture
Technology Management
Agency)  held under the chair-
manship of District
Development Commissioner,
Doda Mr. Mubarak Singh.

Chief Planning Officer
Doda, Joginder Katoch, Chief
Agriculture Officer Doda, H.K
Razdan, Chief Horticulture
Officer Doda,  Bipan Pandita,
Chief Animal Husbandry
Officer Doda, Dr Tahir, AD
Planning Doda Manish Sharma,
AD Planning Agriculture Anil
Sharma besides other members
of the Governing Body also
attended the meeting.

While approving the Annual
Plan under ATMA for the year
2013-14,  DDC laid stress on the
expansion and use of latest sci-
entific agro-based  technology in
rural areas. He impressed upon
the officers to mobilize their

field functionaries in rural areas
to motivate and create aware-
ness among rural population
especially farming community
so that they shift towards latest
technology rather than old con-
ventional agricultural practices.
He said that there is a huge
scope of development of agri-
culture and other allied depart-
ments in the region.

He asked the officers to pro-
vide best and high breed disease
resistant variety of seeds to the
farming people in the district so
that the poor people get
enhanced economic benefits.  

DDC underlined the need to
provide exposure and suitable
platform to the farmers so that
other farmers get motivated and
adopt the latest agro-based tech-
nology in the region. He said
that exposure and motivational
result oriented visits/ tours needs
to be organized for the progres-
sive farmers so that they keep
themselves  abreast with the lat-
est technological advancements
in the field of agriculture and
other allied sectors.

Feroz reviews functioning of
Education Deptt

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 5: Minister of
State for School Education
Medical Education, Feroz
Ahmed Khan, today asked the
officers of Education
Department to chalk out strate-
gies for effective implementa-
tion of State and Centrally spon-
sored programmes at grass root
level.

The Minister said this while
chairing a meeting of CEOs,
Principals and other concerned
officers held to review the phys-
ical and financial achievements
of the department.

Director School Education,
P.K. Pole, was also present in the
meeting.

The Minster sought detail of
implementation of various proj-
ects under SSA, RMSA, MG
NREGA being done in educa-
tion sector. He was apprised that
most of the development proj-
ects taken in hand have been
completed and the rest would be
completed in a time bound man-
ner.

The meeting had detailed
discussion over scholarship,
upgradation and opening of
Government run educational
institutions besides construction
of additional class rooms, status
of staff and vacant posts.     

The Minister directed the
concerned authorities to expe-

dite the construction works on
prestigious projects particularly
in far-off pockets and use funds
optimally to achieve the set tar-
gets. He asked the officers to
strictly adhere to the prescribed
norms and guidelines under dif-
ferent programmes to achieve
desired results. He said that
Government has prioritized the
education sector and it is the
prime duty of teaching fraternity
to impart quality and moral edu-
cation to the students. 

Earlier, the Minster attended a
valedictory function organized by
J&K State Council for Science &
Technology and National Institute
of Electronics & Information
Technology (NIELIT) at Jammu
University. He distributed certifi-
cates among the trainees who
attended four month course based
on Skill Development Programme
on Operation, Maintenance and
Servicing of Hospital
Equipments, Advanced
Equipments like Microscope, col-
orimeter, spectrophotometer, cen-
trifuge, PH meter, HB meter, ECG
machine etc.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister asked the trainees
to optimally utilize the expertise
attained in the programme
which envisaged training to
undertake repair and mainte-
nance of hospital equipments as
there is dearth of such trained
persons in the State.

Jammu and Kashmir Film Markers and Artists Cooperative
and Television Professionals United Forum addressing a press
conference at Srinagar on Thursday.     —Excelsior/Amin War

Television artists threaten hunger
strike outside Parliament

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Sept 5:
Kashmiri Television artists
threatened to hold hunger strike
outside Parliament if the Centre
Government does not release
funds for the Doordarshan's
Kashir Channel.

The channel has "lost its
purpose" of boosting the State's
culture as the Central
Government after making tall
claims has failed to fulfill its
promises, a group of veteran
artists said. 

"We have been left high and
dry. We have no option but to
fight for our demands and we
will go for a hunger strike at
Lok Sabha if our demands are
not met at the earliest,"
Chairman, Television
Professionals United Forum
(TPUF), Zameer Ashai told
media persons here.

The veteran television actor
said budget for the channel has
been cut by Prasar Bharati from
Rs 16 crore to only Rs 3 crore.

He said the channel was made

famous by them in the state by
their hard work, but they are now
being dragged out from it.

Another famous artist, Ayash
Arif said as per the guidelines,
Valley-based producers were
supposed to get 75% of the
allotted budget and outside pro-
ducers the remaining 25%.

Taking a dig at the Prasar
Bharati's Director General for
refusing to commission funds
for the channel, the artists
vowed to go to any extreme if
such decision was taken.

"New Delhi (Government of
Inida) should think seriously for
the people involved with pro-
ducing, acting and directing
programmes for the viewers. 

The artists also slammed the
Parliamentarians from the State
for not taking up their issues
with the Government of India.

The artists said that State
Government treats Bollywood
people as special guests by pro-
viding them every sort of help.
"But, no sort of help is provided
to them by the State
Government," they said.

Civil Society team to formulate 
interim report on Kishtwar

Excelsior Correspondent

KISHTWAR, Sept 5: A dele-
gation of the J&K Civil Society,
Jammu after completing its two
days tour of Kishtwar returned
back to Jammu today. The team
assessed the situation there and
will now be formulating its
Interim report on the situation in a
week's time. The members who
formed the delegation of the Sub-
Committee comprise Ashwani
Kumar Chrungoo, Dineshwar
Singh and Sardar KCS Mehta. It
may be recalled that the open ses-
sion of the Seminar held on 25th
August 2013 at Jammu resolutely
formed a Civil Society delegation
to visit Kishtwar.

The team met prominent citi-
zens and people of different sec-
tions in the town and its suburbs
and also visited the markets that
were hit by the mayhem on
August 9. It met the members of
business/traders associations,
students, the victims of fire inci-
dents and management of some
prominent educational institu-
tions.  The delegation also visited
the villages of Sangram Bhatta,
Matta and Wassar and met peo-
ple there. The members of the
delegation also visited the resi-
dence of Arvind Raj (26) who
was killed on the fateful day.
Later, the team members had
meetings with the Dy.
Commissioner and Senior
Superintended of Police of
Kishtwar district. A meeting of
prominent citizens was held at
TRC-Kishtwar, which was
attended by a sizeable number of
citizens from all walks of life. 

It needs to be mentioned that
the minority Hindu community's
losses are enormous and visible.
The members expressed their con-
cern in respect of the victims of

the carnage and impressed upon
the administration to immediately
give the compensation, as
announced by the Government, to
the victims of the carnage
enabling them to begin their life,
business and trade afresh.  

It was decided by the Sub-
Committee to forward its Interim
report to the Chairman of the del-
egation,  Ashwani Sharma, MLA
for a decision to prepare its final
report on the Kishtwar situation
after full delegation's visit to the
town. The copies of the report will
be forwarded to the human rights
and civil rights bodies at national
and international level.

3-day Sankri Mela concludes

2 killed, 2 injured in road mishaps
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Sept 5:Two
persons were killed and two oth-
ers injured in different road
accidents today across the
Kashmir valley.

A police spokesman said
Raja Begum, wife of
Mohammad Yousuf Dar of
Yaripora, Kulgam, was critical-
ly injured in an accident at
Yaripora Chowk. Later, she suc-
cumbed to her injuries on way
to the hospital.

A man, Ghulam Mohammad
Ganie who was injured in a road
accident at Dialgam in district
Anantnag on Monday suc-
cumbed to his injuries at

SKIMS, Soura, here.
A youth, Parvaiz Ahmad

Reshi of Lank-Reshipora was
injured when hit by unidentified
tractor at Busoo in Bandipora
district. Reshi was shifted to
Sub District Hospital,
Bandipora, for treatment, where
from he was referred to SKIMS,
Soura, the spokesman said.

Another youth, Asif Ahmad
Khan of Dulipora was injured
when a Maruti car JK09/9320
driven by Saleem Yousuf Lone
of Kulentoora hit him. Injured
Khan was shifted to a hospital
for treatment. 

The spokesman said a case
has been registered in this
regard.      

Sustained development
priority of Govt: Sagar

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Sept 5: While
maintaining that the
Government has initiated sus-
tained development of every
part of the State, the Minister for
Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj, Ali Mohammad
Sagar today said several flag-
ship programmes have been
undertaken which have been
instrumental in changing the
socio-economic profile of the
rural and far-flung areas. 

The Minister was addressing
a gathering after dedicating to
the public, the newly construct-
ed 4-km road stretch at Laisoo,
Damhal Hanjipora in Kulgam
district. 

The Minister for Social
Welfare, Sakina Itoo, legisla-
tors, Nasir Aslam Wani, Bimla
Luthra, Dr. B. A. Veeri, Abdul
Majid Bhat, besides other senior
officers of district administra-
tion and different departments
were present on the occasion. 

Asking the people to come
forward to avail the maximum
benefits of the various flagship
schemes introduced by the
Government, the Minister said
that by doing so they would be
exhibiting a participatory
involvement in their implemen-
tation, besides giving the much
needed feedback about them.

He said that several schemes
have been launched which have
contributed a lot in ensuring that
the infrastructure creation is
done in rural and far-flung
areas, besides ensuring their
socio-economic upliftment. 

Mr. Sagar appealed the peo-
ple not to pay heed to the prop-
aganda being carried out by cer-
tain political parties as they are
trying to create confusion in
their minds for their own vested
political interests. He said that it
is a recorded fact that the pres-
ent Government has initiated a
developmental agenda which
has no parallels in the annals of
history.  

"We have launched several
programmes which have been
instrumental in ensuring that the
people get the much needed
employment opportunities at
their doorsteps, besides also tak-
ing care of the youth of the State
by launching schemes like
Himayat, Umeed etc", the
Minister said and added that the
people are judge of the work
done by the Government for
their welfare. 

The Minister for Social
Welfare, Sakina Itoo while
speaking on the occasion high-
lighted the various initiatives
undertaken by the Government
in ensuring the development of
the rural and far-flung areas.

DAK, NGEUID
support JCC's

strike call
Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Sept 5: Non-
Gazetted Employees Union
Information Department,
Kashmir Division, has extended
its support to the three-day strike
called by Joint Consultative
Committee of State employees.

In a statement, NGEUID
President said, the union ensures
its full support to the strike given
by JCC to make it successful.

Doctors Association Kashmir
has also supported the JCC strike
call.

In a statement, President
DAK, Dr Nisar-ul-Hassan, said
the Medical Association whole-
heartedly supports the call from
September 9 by Joint
Consultative Committee of
Employees. 

The employees' body has
called for a strike on September 9,
10 and 11 to press the
Government to implement the
agreement inked between the
Union and the former.

Students posing for photograph at free computer training
programme organised by NIIT.

NIIT organizes free 
computer training prog

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 5: As a part of national initiative, NIIT Jammu
in collaboration with Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited
started a free computer training programme at Oriental Academy
School for the students of class 10th and 11th.

Rahul Sharma, CEO and Director of the NIIT Jammu
Franchisee Company launched the scheme and stated that 5 com-
puters will be give free of cost together with software to the
school.

NIIT will also provide free of cost complete learning material
covering windows, computer overview, MS-office and internet, he
added.

A trained teacher will also be provided for imparting necessary
training, he said, adding that management of the school will have
to schedule 2 periods every day for training of its students.

Vivek Chouhan, Administrator, Oriental Academy School also
expressed his views.

Arrangements for 'Globathon
Walk' finalized 

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Sept 5: Committee
members for Globathon Walk held
a meeting today, where arrange-
ments were finalized for the
smooth conduct of "Globathon
Walk" scheduled to be held on
September 29.

The meeting was attended by
Santosh Magotra, Rampal Sharma,
SK Jain, Darminder Singh, Dr
Kasturi Lal and Vivek Sharma.

While speaking, the members
of the committee informed that the
walk will start from three different
locations--University of Jammu,
Government Women College

Gandhi Nagar and Government
Women College Parade.

The walk will commence at
8:30 am and the participants are
required to assemble at 8 am posi-
tively for a briefing from group
leader, they added.

The walk would culminate at
stadium around 10:30 am, where
the participants would be
informed about the reasons for this
walk and their contribution in their
success story for prevention of
cancer in women, they informed.

They added that participating
agencies whether NGOs or other
well-wishers will have to be evolved
for accomplishment of goal.

PDP kicks start election campaign
at Samba, Vijaypur

*Sharma seeks people’s support
for Lok Sabha elections

Excelsior Correspondent

SAMBA, Sept 5: Taking a
lead from other political parties
People's Democratic Party
(PDP) today kicked start cam-
paign for the Lok Sabha elec-
tions by organising two impres-
sive meetings at Samba and
Vijaypur Assembly segments
respectively. Campaign for elec-
tion of Jammu-Poonch Lok
Sabha seat was started in the
presence of all senior leaders of
party.

Speaking on the occasion,
PDP candidate for Jammu-
Poonch Lok Sabha seat, Yash
Pal Sharma sought mandate of
the people to vociferously raise
their voice in the Parliament.
Sharma regretted that present
regime headed by Omar
Abdullah has failed to solve
problems of the people. He
especially mentioned that resi-
dents of border areas were the
worst victims of the wrong poli-
cies of the present Government
because it has failed to take any
step to minimize their woes. 

Mr Singh informed the peo-
ple that during the regime of
Mufti Mohammad Sayeed there
was complete peace on the bor-
ders because Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed as Chief Minister had
convinced both India and

Pakistan to announce cease-fire
on the borders. “During PDP
regime there was peace on the
borders from Kathua and
Kargil”, he recalled and sought
support of the people to pursue
the policies of peace and recon-
ciliation.

He further reminded that
during the regime of Mufti
Mohammed Sayeed adequate
compensation was given to the
farmers whose land was mined
during border build up. He also
pointed out that it was all due to
the efforts of Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed that Industrial Growth
Centre was opened at Samba
which generated employment
for locals.

Highlighting plights of the
residents of Samba and Vijaypur
Assembly segments, Mr Sharma
said that being a refugee he was
aware of problems of the dis-
placed persons. He assured the
gathering that PDP, if voted to
power, would formulate a com-
prehensive policy for refugees
for the one time settlement of all
their problems. 

Trilok Singh, Thakur Balbir
Singh, Ved Mahajan, Shanti
Devi, Daman Bhasin, Fallail
Singh, Jagjit Singh Jagga,
Hussain Ali Wafa, Rashid Malik
and other senior leaders also
spoke on the occasion.

The deteriorating condition of building of Government
Primary School, Hundi Sandote, Zone Balakote.

GPS Hundi Sandote sans building
Excelsior Correspondent

MENDHAR, Sept 5:
Government Primary School
(GPS), Hundi Sandote, Zone
Balakote, which almost lies near
the LoC, sans building despite the
fact that funds for the same was
issued by the authorities in 2003.

According to the reports, in
2003, some walls were erected
on the site, which also got dam-
aged with time as the ceiling
was not done and now there
exists only a kitchen room.  The
students of the school, which are
45 in number, are bound to sit in
the open sky, whenever school
opens, as being close to LoC,

the school remain closed most
of the days.

There are three teachers in
the school, who rarely visit. As
the school sans building, during
rainy days, hot sunny days and
during firing from across the
border, the school remains
closed. 

The concerned Lambardar
and parents of the children held
the then (in 2003) ZEO respon-
sible for alleged bungling of
funds meant for the building of
the school and demanded that an
FIR be registered in the case and
inquiry conducted and whoso-
ever is found guilty, punished
according to the law.   

Students posing alongwith dignitaries at Srinagar on
Thursday.

Power Grid, Army, CSRL initiative to
change future of under privileged students

Excelsior Correspondent
JAMMU, Sept 5: Power Grid

Corporation of India Ltd., a cen-
tral transmission utility, today
signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with Centre for
Social Responsibility and
Leadership, (CSRL), New Delhi,
for funding free coaching of 15
students belonging to underprivi-
leged sections of rural Kashmir
under Kashmir Super-30 project
of famous Abhayanand Super-30
in a function held at Srinagar. 

The function was attended by
Brig RK Singh of Indian Army,
JP Singh Executive Director,
Powergrid Northern Region-II,
Atul Trivedi General Manager
(ESMD) Powergrid, Stanley
Mathews Chief Manager (HR),
SM Dar Chief Manager
Powergrid (Wagoora), SK Sahay
Director CSRL, Director
Education , Asstt. Commissioner
Srinagar alongwith  various senior
officials of Indian Army, POWE-
GRID, CSRL and the students
who have been selected for the
project.  

The project is being imple-
mented by CSRL, under the aca-
demic mentorship of
Abhayanand. IPS, Director

General of Police, Bihar, and co-
founder of famous SUPER 30,
Patna in collaboration with 15
Corps and 19 Infantry Division of
Indian Army and Powergrid . 

The project entails for provid-
ing of  free residential expert
coaching for a period of 11
months, to talented students of
under privileged sections of rural
Kashmir, for preparing them for
IIT/JEE Mains, IIT/JEE Advance,
AIEEE and other State
Engineering Entrance
Examinations, for securing admis-
sions in various premier
Engineering colleges viz IITs,
NITs. 

During residential coach-
ing, the students will also be
provided with well equipped
free boarding and lodging facil-
ity with free meals and free
medical care, besides Online
coaching by Abhayanand, DGP,
Bihar.

Indian Army is contributing to
the project by providing infrastruc-
ture support where as POWER
GRID will bear the expenditure for
imparting coaching to 15 students
of the batch under its Corporate
Social Responsibility scheme for
the FY 2013-14.  

Jagti township to get regular
power, water supply

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Sept 5: The
meeting of the Departmental
Related Standing Committee
(DRSC-II) of Legislative Council
on Revenue Department was held
here today under the chairmanship
of MLC, Vijay Bakaya to review
the functioning of the department. 

Legislators, Jahangir Hussain
Mir, Dharambir Singh Oberoi and
Dr. Shahnaz Ganai attended the
meeting. They also gave valuable
suggestions for further improving
the functioning of the Revenue
Development.

The Committee discussed
threadbare the issues related to set-
tlement of revenue records, proce-
dure of land transfer to the allotees
under the Roshni Act/Scheme, cri-
teria being adopted by the authori-
ty to transfer of State land under
Roshni Act and eviction of illegal
encroachments. 

The meeting was apprised that
work of settlement of land records
has been completed in 40 tehsils
while as settlement work in rest of
the tehsils is going-on in full swing.

The problem of erratic power

and water supply in Jagti township
also come under discussion during
the meeting in which the con-
cerned officers were asked to
make fool proof arrangements to
overcome the burning problems.  

Earlier, the Committee thor-
oughly discussed upon the status
of computerization of land
records, issuance of ration cards to
the migrants, details of evacuation
of Kahcharai/State land progress
of Roshni Schemes.

Commissioner Secretary,
PHE, Irrigation and Flood
Control, Dr. Pawan Kotwal,
Secretary, Revenue, Vinod Koul,
Development Commissioner,
Power (PDD), Asgar Ali,
Commissioner Secretary, Land
Record, A. L. Deva, Relief
Commissioner, Migrants, R. K.
Pandita, Chief Engineer, M&RE,
Jammu Shahnaz Goni, Chief
Engineer, M&RE, Kashmir B. A.
Khan, Chief Engineer, PHE, K. K.
Gupta besides, Additional
Secretary, Legislative Council and
other senior officer of the Revenue
Department and Council
Secretariat were participated the
meeting.


