
Sir,
It is heartening to read that the Central University of Jammu organised workshops  on

'Difficulties in Evaluation' and 'Enhancing life skills and leadership among students'(DE,
Dec22/23, 2016).There is no doubt that assessment and evaluation are the integral part of
any Education System.These are invaluable tools to find out how much knowledge of a
particular topic/subject the students have gained.Therefore,evaluation must be objective
and reliable .But it is  sad that evaluation is the most neglected area in the system of exam-
ination.The examiners and head examiners are rarely imparted training before the evalua-
tion of the answer scripts of the students, especially those appearing for their Board and
University exams.The result is that there is much subjectivity in evaluation.

This can be borne from the fact that sometimes there is much difference between the
marks obtained by a student before and after reevaluation.In some cases, the result of the
candidates changes.Similarly, the purpose of real education is to enhance the life skills of
students and develop leadership qualities in them in order to enable them to face the harsh
realities and challanges of the fast changing world in an efficient manner.Therefore, it is
the Central and State Boards of School Education as also the Universities ought to organ-
ise such workshops for paper setters, head examiners, examiners etc. both at University
and school level so that the examiners are properly aquainted with the  objective techniques
of evaluation and the answer scripts of the candidates are properly evaluated and students
do not suffer.Similarly, workshops on honing the skills of the students, such as communca-
tion skills, interpersonal skills, argumentative skills, critical skills, social skills and lead-
ership skills should also be organised, especially at Secondery and Hr.Secondery level when
the students are under intense pressure and when these skills can help them a lot in coping
up with the pressures and challanges of life at this crucial stage.

Yours etc....
Ashok Sharma,

Udhampur.

Capt. Anil Gour

Another summer of discontent in the
Kashmir valley has led to great suf-
fering for the common man and some

very unfortunate loss of innocent life, espe-
cially so, of teenagers and security forces
personnel. The questions to be asked by each
and every citizen of India are - What will be
the final outcome of all this bloodshed?  Is
there any feasibility of searching for a last-
ing solution of the Jammu and Kashmir prob-
lem which has been allowed to fester all these
69 years?

If one goes into the genesis of the prob-
lem, it will only open up a Pandora's box. In
any case none of the actors is ready to admit
that the position been taken by them has its
own set of fault lines. It would suffice to men-
tion here that Pakistan jumped the gun by
attacking J&K State, thus violating its signed
"Standstill Agreement" with Maharaja Hari
Singh; and this happened well before the
Instrument of Accession was signed by the
Maharaja. As the Indian Army landed in
Kashmir, after the signing of the Instrument
of Accession; it effectively contained and
started to drive the Pakistani marauders out
of the state; in a war that lasted two cam-
paigning seasons in 1947-48. It was at that
stage, when the military initiative was in the
hands of the Indian Army; that the then Gov-
ernment of India committed the cardinal
error by declaring a Unilateral Ceasefire &
took the matter to the United Nations before
regaining the complete territory of the J&K
State of the Union of India.

The then Government of India went on
to commit the second cardinal error by not
having the United Nations Security Council
Resolution 47 implemented in letter and spir-
it immediately. India should have moved
dynamically to get the occupied territory of
J&K State vacated and the Plebiscite con-
ducted as per this resolution. It is notable that
Prime Minister Jawahar Lal Nehru gave a
promise to the people of the state in a rally
in Kashmir that Plebiscite would be conduct-
ed to know their will, as per this UN Reso-
lution; and a decision on the future of the
state taken accordingly. The foregoing prom-
ise led to heightened expectations which
were shattered in 1953 when Sheikh Abdul-
lah was removed as the Chief Minister of the

state and imprisoned, leading to a sense of
betrayal amongst the Kashmiri people. This
sense of betrayal after all these years and
many generations gone by continues to be
exploited by certain unscrupulous elements
till date; with active connivance of Pakistan.
Constant propaganda of the supposed betray-
al by some vested interests is leading to the
present state of discontent, alienation and
mistrust that is palpable among the popula-
tion, especially the youth of the valley. 

The various Bilateral Agreements that
India has entered with Pakistan in the later
years - Tashkent Declaration, Shimla Agree-
ment and lastly the Lahore Declaration, have
all failed to resolve this issue. More signifi-
cantly, even when India was in a strong nego-
tiating position during the Shimla Agree-
ment, after the '71 war; it failed to take diplo-
matic ascendency to put in place mecha-
nisms that would stop Pakistan from active-
ly fostering discontent through vicious prop-
aganda and material support. In fact, within
a few years after the Shimla Agreement; Pak-
istan put in place the unholy "Policy of a
Thousand Cuts" and overwhelmed the state
with terrorists trained and exported from its
soil. This Proxy War and the cult of export-
ed terror being carried out by Pakistan, since
1990; stands decisively defeated & con-
tained only due to the resilience of the peo-
ple of the state with the assistance of securi-
ty forces operating there. 

The time is now opportune for the Gov-
ernment of India to declare all its agreements
with Pakistan -Tashkent Declaration, Shim-
la Agreement and the Lahore Declaration; as

null and void because of the failure of Pak-
istan to respect their sanctity and also act
upon them. The only method left for forward
movement, therefore, is to implement the
said UN Resolution on Kashmir. Once India
declares that it is ready to conduct the
Plebiscite as per the provisions of this UN
Resolution, Pakistan and China would
immediately be on a back foot and would
start their efforts to stop its implementation,
thus exposing their real intentions complete-
ly to the people of Kashmir. 

A very good reason for China to fear the
plebiscite is its colonisation of the Gilgit-
Baltistan region, with active connivance
from Pakistan; for furthering its ambitious
China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).
Gilgit-Baltistan would never vote to stay
with Pakistan and the Post Plebiscite status
of the region will jeopardise CPEC and thus
cause a fatal blow to China. India would be
in a strong position of being willing to go for
a free and fair Plebiscite as per this UN Res-
olution while the evil agenda of our inimical
neighbours will stand exposed to the people
of the state on both sides of the line of con-
trol. Pakistan and China would come in the
spotlight globally with their chameleon like
colours visible to the world. The people of
Kashmir, especially the youth; would then
start questioning the path that they are tread-
ing at the behest of Pakistan. 

For 69 years now India has been living
with this festering wound that is the result of
a perfectly Valid Accession of Jammu and
Kashmir to the Indian Union having gone
wrong. Without solving this vexed issue
India cannot hope to become a great power.
There is therefore a need to go for some out-
of-the-box thinking in order to seek out a path
that would lead the state of Jammu and Kash-
mir and its people out of the prevalent abyss
of hate, violence and alienation and steer it
towards the path of peace and reconciliation.
Giving more thought to the revitalisation of
the concept of Plebiscite is one such out-of-
the-box thought process.  The Indian Army
has done its job of thwarting multiple mili-
tary misadventures by Pakistan against the
soil of Jammu and Kashmir and now it is time
for the Political Class of the country to stand
up and be counted. 

(The author is former Army Officer)
feedbackexcelsior@gmail.com
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Degree Colleges

Five years ago, the then Government
announced, of course with usual élan,
that no fewer than 22 new degree col-

leges have been approved for the entire State
in next plan. More tempting part of the
announcement was that these new colleges
would be opened in far off places in various
districts in all the three regions where stu-
dents have difficulties in moving to the cities
for getting higher education. Places like
Nobra, Zanskar in Ladakh, Sunderbani and
Kalakote in Rajouri district, Gool in Ramban
and Mahore in Reasi districts are among the
rural areas far from the main cities. It is but
natural that people in these far flung places
were excited that their children can continue
their higher education and will not have to cut
short their educational career for want of col-
lege and related facilities.

But their excitement and their expecta-
tions both are belied by the Government tak-
ing not a single step for construction of
buildings for these colleges.  Five years
have gone by when the announcement was
made for the first time and ever since not a
single brick has been laid in respect of many
colleges that would convince us that the
construction work is in progress. Except for
one or two proposed degree colleges, in the
case of rest of them the Government has not
even moved forward on the issue of acquisi-
tion of land. In some cases while money has
already been transferred to the Deputy
Commissioner of the district, not a spade
has been struck in the soil. If five years are
not sufficient for the initial step of building
the college, and the time is needed for
acquiring the land only, then one can say
that raising a degree college is a matter for
decades at end. The fact of the matter is that
five years ago when the then Government
made the pompous announcement to bring
about drastic reformation in the educational
system of the State, people were simply
bemused how come the Government  was in
a sound position to make such a lavish
promise to the voters. Conservative thinking
had doubted the then Government's bom-
bast from the very first day. They doubted
whether the Government had the capacity
and the will to undertake such a mega proj-
ect. Many commentators at that time consid-
ered it only a stunt to keep the people
guessing when the Government would be
seen on the roadside moving with the road
rollers and other heavy road building equip-
ment. That was not to happen and the peo-
ple had to remain content with the hard and
almost deprived life as they are living. 

At present the contemplated colleges are
functioning from rented accommodation. The
rents, obviously, are exorbitant but the
Education Department has to bear it till a time
when these colleges will have their own struc-
tures. How much time that may take is any-
body's guess? 

Focus on Ladakh

India diverted her attention towards
Ladakh and border with China only belat-
edly. Even the aftermath of Sino-Indian

war of 1962 did not create the right and pur-
poseful impression with our policy planners
in New Delhi about the strategic importance
of Ladakh. Had it been done at proper time,
our army would not have been forced to
undertake the most hazardous expedition
that won us the Siachin Glacier overlooking
the Chinese Turkestan.

Speaking at the one-day workshop organ-
ised by the Ministry of Defence on tun-
nelling in North & North Eastern Region, the
Army Chief designate Lt. Gen. Rawat said
that Ladakh needed special treatment main-
ly for two reasons. One was that for at least
half of the year the road connectivity to
Ladakh remains suspended owing to heavy
snowfall and closure of the passes. The
second and more important is that Ladakh
touching China border is of immense strate-
gic importance to us in view of China-
Pakistan nexus. We know that Modi
Government has already taken the point but
its endorsement from the Army Chief puts
things in right perspective. Tunnelling of
Karakorum Range at Gagangir and Zoji La
in Kashmir and of the Shivalik Hills on
Himachal Pradesh side are of vital impor-
tance to ensure round the year connectivity
through metalled road and in second phase
for laying the railway line. 

Need for workshops

J&K Narrative
Out-of-the-box solution needed

Garbage collection in rural areas
I

Sir,
This has reference to the article  “Door to door garbage collection'',  by Dr Raja Muzaffar Bhat. The author has

not only enlightened residents of J&K state but even the officials of Rural Development Department have been made
aware about this programme as they are unaware about this programe under Swachh Bharat Mission . Our villages
need lot focus as heaps of solid waste especially plastic is seen in every nook and corner of rural areas. If Rural Devel-
opment Department takes up door to door garbage collection with assistance from NGO’s , firms and other organi-
sations doing this type of work, I am sure within a few years all our villages will be clean and green. I appeal Abdul
Haq Khan  Rural Development Minister to prepare a blueprint for solid waste management in rural areas across all
the districts of J&K. In first phase hill districts like Doda, Kishtwar, Poonch, Rajouri, Kupwara, Bandipora, Kulgam
should be identified for this work as environment is under severe threat in these areas.

Yours etc....
Shahab ul Haque

District President PDP Doda.II
Sir,

The article is an eye opener for our villagers that waste management and door to door garbage collection is not
the only prerogative of people living in cities and metros. This facility is now available in villages as well under
Swachh Bharat Mission (Grameen) component. The solid liquid waste management work is yet to begin in J&K state
and it is hoped that Government will take up this issue on priority basis in the state as our villages are turning into
slums because of lack of scientific solid liquid waste management. Rural Development Minister must seek feedback
from all his BDO’s across J&K about this component of Swachh Bharat Mission. 

Yours etc...
Ishtiyaq Nazir

Chanapora, Srinagar

K.N. Pandita

Four month-long paralyz-
ing strike in Kashmir has
hardly subsided when the

saboteurs have raked up another
issue which is likely to prolifer-
ate and revive the strike syn-
drome in the valley. The begin-
ning of chila-e- kalan on Christ-
mas Eve would be a propitious
day to begin the seventy day long
chila strike in Kashmir.

The centripetal point for the
chila-strike will be the issue of
domicile certificates to 1947
refugees of partition of India
stranded in Jammu region.

Unnecessarily Infuriated by
the rumour of issuing domicile
certificates to 1947 tribal incur-
sion refugees, the seditionists,
traitors, separatist and pro-Pak-
istani activists in the Valley have
joined hands and threatened to
"shed the last drop of blood" if
the Government was determined
to give these refugees permanent
residence certificates.

This opposition reflects two
things. One is that the recession-
ists think that J&K is their ances-
tral fief on which they alone
enjoy exclusive proprietorship.
Second is that the State is for the
Muslim community only

J&K is not only the Valley,
which, however, is just 7 per cent
of the total area of the State.
Moreover, in the Valley there are
religious, ethnic and linguistic
minorities also. The State Consti-
tution does not recognize any
minority in the State on any count
but the Indian Constitution does
recognize Muslims of the Valley
as part of national minority. The
State Constitution does not debar
them from enjoying the rights
and privileges accruing to them
thereof. This is clear dichotomy.

The population of Hindus in
West Pakistan at the time of par-
tition was about 1.3 crore. Today,
it is less than 0.7 per cent. The
Muslim population of India at the

time of partition was about 6
crore which has risen to 19 crores
now, meaning more than three-
fold rise.

The population of the Valley
at the time of accession was about
25 lakhs, and today, after seven-
ty years of independence, it is to
the tune of 85 lakhs --- more than
three-fold increase.

In 1982, a member of J&K
Legislative Assembly, who later
on became the Finance Minister
in NC regime, published a 26-
page Urdu pamphlet under the
tile "Kashmir main aksariyyat ko
aqalliyat main badalne ki sazish"
meaning the "Conspiracy of con-
verting the majority in Kashmir
into a minority." In this pamphlet
he leveled a plethora of charges
against the Indian State of trying
to change the demographic com-
plexion of the State. In his book
"Insights into Contemporary
Kashmir politics by Late Pandit
Resh Dev, the author has append-
ed the English version of this
pamphlet. The rulers in Delhi and
those interested in contemporary
Kashmir politics must read it to
understand the mindset of valley
leadership.

In the background of Pakistan
sponsored tribal attack on Kash-
mir in October 1947, several
thousand Hindu families from
present-day PoK and adjoining
areas of West Pakistan were
forced to leave their homes and
hearths owing to the genocide of
Hindus in Pakistan in the after-
math of partition. Many of those
families moved to East Pakistan
or present Indian Punjab and Del-
hi and Rajasthan and settled
down there. But about seven
thousand families  of them com-
prising nearly fifty thousand
souls unwittingly headed
towards Jammu either because
they had relations here and
expected some support from
them or were unable to undertake
the hazards of a long and arduous
journey  as they had aged and

infirm family members and eld-
ers to take care of. They strayed
into Jammu in search of shelter.

The State Government
demanded them to produce proof
of their being the residents of
J&K State under Maharaja.
Obviously, when a man is run-
ning for his life he is not expect-
ed to look for his property or doc-
uments. These refugees could not
produce a proof and the Govern-
ment of J&K arbitrarily labeled
them as "West Punjab Refugees/"
Most of them are the victims of
the tribal attack on the State spon-
sored by Pakistan Government
and supported by the rebellious
Muslim army columns of
Maharaja's force stationed in
Poonch and Muzaffarabad etc. 

Seventy years have gone by
and these refugees now number-
ing about 1.5 lakh are still on the
roadside with neither a national-
ity, nor an identity, nor a country
and nor a domicile. The Centre
argues it is the business of the
State Government and the State
passes on the buck to the Centre.
Neither of the two is prepared to
accept any responsibility though
there is no dearth of lip service.
This mess is created by the State
Government.

As non-State subject, they are
not the right to vote in  Assembly
elections, they have not the right
to buy land, they have not the
right to apply for a state job, and
they are not entitled to any civic
facilities. Thus they are living as
aliens in Jammu. The J&K Con-
stitution has reserved 18 seats for
PoK and GB. The refugees from
PoK demand assembly seats in
exile neither the State nor the
Central Government is prepared
to consider it.

Kashmiri youth crossed the
border clandestinely, joined Pak-
run terrorist camps in PoK and
elsewhere in Pakistan, got indoc-
trinated in fundamentalist ideol-
ogy, were trained and provided
sophisticated weapons, and then

they sneaked back into the Val-
ley, attacked the police posts and
security forces, killed, looted
and raped and again ran away to
PoK to avoid arrest at the hands
of Kashmir police. After com-
mitting all conceivable heinous
crimes and brutalities, the J&K
Government has opened its arms
to receive them along with their
Pakistani wives and a dozen of
kids in the trail, provided them
domicile certificates at the point
of entry (especially on Nepal
border wherefrom they invari-
ably came so much so that J&K
Government opened a police
post there on Indo-Nepal border
to facilitate their arrival) brought
them under police escort to Sri-
nagar, offered them Government
jobs, bank loans and accommo-
dation, admitted their kids in
schools, exempted them from
fees and thus rehabilitated them
more than what their own parents
could do for them.

We are not against all this
munificence and largesse offered
to the seditionists by the J&K
Government. The point I want to
make is that whatever the J&K
Government did for the "rene-
gades" all falls under "insaniy-
at". But where has that "insaniy-
at" evaporated in thin air when
we find three generations of the
Pak refugees denied even the
right to identity leave all other
rights aside.

Is PoK also enforcing State
Subject law with as much sever-
ity as our Government is? What
about drastic change in the
demographic complexion of
Gilgit and Baltistan where the
Shia majority of population now
stands numerically surpassed  by
Sunnis from Chital, Hunza, and
Sawat brought there by Mushar-
raf when he was the Corps Com-
mander of NA. 

How have the valley Mus-
lims accepted and assimilated
the Yarkandis, Turkistanis, Chi-
tralis, Afghans, Gujjars and

Paharis into their fold but are not
prepared to accept the Pandits
who are the indigenous people of
the valley. 

Has anybody asked the Divi-
sional Commissioner of Kash-
mir to give the figures of
Bangladeshis, Biharis, Uttar
Pradeshis and Oriya Muslims
who have come to the valley over
the years as laborers, got mixed
up, married in the Valley, brought
up families and obtained shops,
houses and even patches of land.
What is their number? How
many religious preachers have
been imported from Bihar and
UP who receive monthly salary
to conduct prayers in mosques of
Kashmir including Friday con-
gregations in which venom is
poured out against India?  How
come that Valley society has
absorbed all this but is rising in
revolt against seventy-year old
hapless, landless, country-less
and identity-less people from
Pakistan asking for the elemen-
tary right of statehood.

Those Muslims of the State,
who migrated to PoK in the after-
math of tribal attack, had their
properties secured by an exclu-
sive department called Evacuee
Property. Is there any such
department or organization in
POK that has maintained and
protected the property of Hindu
migrants? None. The Muslims
who migrated from Kashmir to
POK in 1947 were given royal
treatment in Muzaffarabad and
Maulavi Yusuf Shah became the
President of PoK. What is the
treatment given by the Govern-
ment to the refugees from POK
or Punjab?  Make a comparison
and one will find how much big-
oted the State Governments have
been. Be it NC or Congress or
PDP or BJP. They are the chips
of the same bloc.

Denial of domicile to these
refugees is denial of their human
rights. The fanatical people in the
valley staged demonstrations

when Late Mufti Sahib and PM
Modi agreed to resettle the dis-
placed community of Pandits in
concentrated habitat. The Pan-
dits have as much claim on Kash-
mir as others have. Their roots
are in Kashmir and nobody on
earth can deny them the right to
live as and where they like in
Kashmir.

Nearly 25 thousand Kashmiri
Muslims have purchased land
and built houses in and around
Jammu city. No Jammuite ever
objected. More than twenty-five
thousand Kashmiri Muslim boys
and girls have been brought by
their parents and admitted in
schools in Jammu. No Jammuite
objected to it. How come the val-
ley people think Kashmir valley
is their jagir and they will not
allow anybody including the
indigenous Pandits to come and
resettle there as they like.

The people of the valley
believe in one way traffic. That
will not work. Hundreds of thou-
sands of Kashmiris have busi-
ness in different parts of the
country; thousands of Kashmiris
students are studying in profes-
sional and non professional insti-
tutes in the country; hundreds of
thousands of them are receiving
scholarships. There is no ques-
tion of discriminating them.
Even monitors have been
appointed to ensure that Kash-
miri students are not harassed in
any way in any educational insti-
tute in the country. Kashmiris
cannot be thankless to ignore all
this and become fanatically fren-
zied in saying they will shed
blood to stonewall issuance of
domicile certificates to the
refugees from Pakistan. Those
who are willing to shed the blood
may do so. Gandhi said that Pak-
istan will be made on my dead
body. Both things happened. The
march of history cannot be and
has not been stopped by anybody. 

feedbackexcelsior@gmail.com

Kashmir: from private  kingdom to private jagir

Praveen Davar

There is no doubt, whatsoev-
er, that choosing the Army
Chief, or any other service

chief, is the prerogative of the
Government. Then why so much
hue and cry over the selection of
Lt Gen Bipin Rawat as the next
army chief?

Over three decades ago, in
1983, when Gen AS Vaidya super-
seded Lt Gen SK Sinha there was
an uproar but not as much, in fact
nowhere near now, anger amongst
both the serving senior officers
and military veterans cutting
across all arms and services.  This includes the infantry including
the Gorkha regiment, the unit of the army chief designate.

Despite the fact that today the electronic and social media call
the shots, the number of articles, editorials and columns of 'letter to
editor' that are commenting on the controversy is much more  than
what it was in 1983. It was, perhaps, due to the fact Gen Vaidya,
winner of Mahavir Chakra twice- in 1965 and 1971- had much
greater battle experience than Lt Gen Sinha who only held staff
appointments in the wars of 1947-48, 1962, 1965 and 1971. The
supersession was fully justified. Since I was commissioned in the
cavalry regiment of Gen Vaidya, the Deccan Horse, my view may
seem baised by some military veterans. But there is no doubt that
Gen Vaidya was an iconic figure of the Indian Army, especially the
armoured corps, the arm to which the superseded Lt Gen Praveen
Bakshi belongs. Ultimately, Gen AS Vaidya, India's most decorat-
ed soldier made the supreme sacrifice, like Indira Gandhi and Sant
Longowal, for ensuring that sword arm of India is not cut off from
the rest of India.

But as the supersession raised a controversy which was not in
the interest of the Army, it was decided during the premiership of
India's youngest PM Rajiv Gandhi that amongst the Vice Chief and
Army Commanders the senior most will be chosen.

Gen Vaidya's successor, General K Sundarji, and all the succes-
sive Chiefs' thereafter have been selected by both the Congress and
non-Congress Governments on the basis of seniority. The biggest
advantage of following this principle is that nobody can accuse the
Government of the day of politicising the Defence forces or
indulging in favouritism. Unfortunately, the choice of Gen Bipin
Rawat, no doubt an outstanding officer, on the eve of Uttrakhand
elections has raised eyebrows and led to an avoidable controversy.
The only option before the Government is to make Lt Gen Praveen
Bakshi the CDS, or Chairman of chiefs of staff committee (CSC)
and similarly accommodate Lt Gen P.M. Hariz in an advisory role
where he will not be junior to Gen Bipin Rawat. Nobody, more than
Gen Rawat, will be happier with this arrangement. This will be in
the best interest of both the Army and the nation. The Army should
be kept totally apolitical and secular.  Otherwise there will be no
difference between the armies of India and Pakistan where super-
session is never surprising and has become an established norm.

(The writer, an ex Armoured Corps officer, is Member, National Commission
for Minorities) 

(The views expressed by him are personal)
feedbackexcelsior@gmail.com

Keep army apolitical

India should have
moved dynamically 
to get the occupied

territory of J&K State
vacated and the

Plebiscite conducted
as per this resolution.


