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JAMMU, Mar 13: As the
protest demonstration by the
Jammu University non-teaching
and non-gazetted employees
continued for the 11th consecu-
tive day, the executive body of
Non Teaching Employees & Non
gazetted Employees   extended
the duration of daily token strike
period by 1 more hour.

Today, token protest was
held from 10.30 am to 3.30 pm,
during which the agitating
employees suspended their work
and held a strong demonstration
after taking out a protest march
on the campus.

The agitating employees
were raising slogans against the
JU administration and in support
of their demands.

Suresh Sharma, president of
PDP Trade Union and   Rinku
Gill, president of Jammu
Municipal Civic Karamcharis,
joined the JU employees' protest
and extended their full support
for their justified demands. They
also appealed the Vice
Chancellor to consider the
demands of the employees as
early as possible. 

Speakers on the occasion,
while reiterating their demands,
also highlighted many other
issues like enhancement in
overtime/remuneration rates in
Jammu University for Non
Teaching and Non Gazetted
employees, more grants for
Welfare Fund for employees of
Jammu University, redressal of
complaint of employees, one
time grant for repair of family

quarters,  work culture in JU,
Rs 2750 grade case of Non
Gazetted employees, restora-
tion of Assistant Registrar posi-
tion before 1986 case, imple-
mentation of court order on Rs
6500-10500 pay scale, case of
Human Genetics employees
etc.

The demonstration was
addressed by  Pawan Singh Bhau
,  Vijay Kumar, Ashwani Bakshi,
Sham Sharma,   Sanjeev Chadha,
Vikas Langer,  Abhinav Sharma,
Banarasi Lal,  Vidhya Lal,
Padam Shri Padamani,  Abhinav
Sharma, Sanjeev Chadha,
Niranjan Singh Charak, Joginder
Singh Chib,  Kewal Kumar,
Sunita Amla, Jarnail Singh,
Jasjeet Singh and Raghubir
Singh Bandral.
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JAMMU, Mar 13: It was the
rare honour for the State of J&K
that KK Gandhi, an internation-
ally renowned artist from the
State, was given
the opportunity
for creating a
live painting of
cultural heritage
of J&K State at a
group show in
New Delhi on
March 12.

G a n d h i
exhibited the
master skill of
his art by com-
pleting the paint-
ing within a short span of 15
minutes, which was cheered,
applauded and appreciated by
the huge crowd of Indian and
foreign spectators.

The event was organized by
JS Art Gallery, Mumbai at
Lokayata Art, Hauz Khas, New
Delhi. Dhar Lyer, a renowned

international artist, was the
chief guest on the inaugural ses-
sion while Anshu Khanna,
(founder, Royal Fables),
Rashmi Sachdeva (Mrs
Universe, Eurasia) and Reema

Dhawan (Director, Deez
Creation), were the guests of
honour.

The group show displayed
the art creations of 18 promi-
nent and renowned artists from
across the Country, who partici-
pated in the event. The show
will continue upto March 31. 
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BHADERWAH, Mar 13:
Government High School (GHS)
Poneja in Tehsil Chiralla is facing
shortage of staff and basic ameni-
ties.

The students and staff mem-

bers of the school have expressed
anguish over the Government's
attitude to provide sufficient staff
and basic amenities.

"We do not have desks and
chairs. Students of all classes are
usually made to sit on ground
under open sky. In the school,
there is no facility of drinking
water. Shortage of staff and lack
of play ground are some other
facilities, which the school lacks",
said a teacher of the school on the
condition of anonymity.

"The shortage of teaching
staff has affected our studies.
Some classrooms do not have
blackboard. We manage many
subjects orally, but studying
mathematics without a black-
board is very difficult", said a 15-
year-old student Shilpa Devi.

She added that only a few
classrooms have desks and chairs,
adding that they have sit by turns
in these classrooms. "I wish we
will have clean drinking water
and proper toilet facility in our
school", she stated.

Sonia Devi, a class 10th stu-
dent of GHS Poneja said the
condition in her school is really
bad. "We do not have sports
teacher in our school. Moreover,
there is no play ground for stu-
dents in our school. Many of us
also want to learn computer but
the school lacks this facility
also", she said.

Somi Raj Bhagat, Sarpanch of
Poneja Panchayat said that the
school had no boundary wall for
years. He said neither any politi-
cian nor any official concerned
took notice of the situation.

He hoped that the
Government and local adminis-
tration will wake up from deep
slumber and take steps to redress
the issues being faced by the stu-
dents and staff of GHS Poneja.
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RAJOURI, Mar 13: J&K
Grameen Bank   in collabora-
tion with NABARD,  organized
Digital - financial literacy
awareness programmes in vil-
lages Kalsian and Danakha
under the branch office Bawani
and Nowshera respectively.

Area Manager Rajouri/
Poonch,  R.K Narang who was
chief guest on the occasion,
highlighted  developments in
banking sector and latest
schemes. He informed the par-
ticipants regarding various
modes of getting cashless trans-
actions from banks, various
safeguards to be kept in mind in
order to be aware and prevent
cases of cheating/ corruption
while availing different bank-
ing facilities with special refer-
ence to use of ATM Cards,
Mobile Banking etc. He
impressed upon the participant
not to use any middle man for
availing any benefit from bank
and approach the Bank branch
directly. He laid emphasis on
adoption of social security
schemes launched by GoI on
war footing; that shall amelio-
rate the lot of unorganised sec-
tor who remain deprived from
such facilities.

Vipan Gupta, Senior
Manager MF&FI Deptt. J&K
Grameen Bank, said that cash-
less transactions shall not only
save time of the customers,
reduce their wait time in banks
but  also give boost to direct
revenues of the Govt in the
shape of tax collections utilized

for development of the villages.
He stressed for availing bene-
fits of bank schemes available
on hassle free manner. He
enlightened people about new
technologies available in the
bank such as multiple uses of
Bank cheques, Use of POS
Machine, RuPay Debit card,
KCC RuPay Debit Card, Net
Banking, Mobile Banking
Services, IMPS, Adhaar based
transactions etc. He also  made
them aware about the merits
and demerits of using such
services and precautions to be
taken care of while utilizing
such facilities and advised peo-
ple not to get trapped in fake
calls. Apart from this,  he did
aware  about  various lending
schemes tailored by Grameen
Bank for general public avail-
able on easy EMIs i.e Housing
loan, Transport Loan, Car Loan,
Education Loan etc where rate
of interest charged by the Bank
is very competitive.

On the occasion, Rupay
debit cards were  distributed to
the customers. GCCs , KCCs
and  Car Loans of about Rs  28
lakh  were also disbursed dur-
ing the programme.

Representatives of various
Line Departments, Bajaj
Allianz, Panchs, Sarpanchs and
locals also attended the pro-
gramme.

Branch Head Bawani ,  R K
Sharma and Branch Head
Nowshera, Pankaj Syal stressed
upon the social security
schemes including APY , PMJJ-
BY & PMSBY and  presented
the vote of thanks.
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UDHAMPUR, Mar 13:
BBBP Cell, Udhampur today
started an awareness campaign
"Noor Jeevan Ka-Betiyan", an
initiative under BBBP abhiyan
from CFC Chenani here.

A large number of people
attended the programme in which
they were made aware on the
topic "Women and Financial
Literacy".

Additional Deputy Commis-
sioner, Udhampur Avny Lavasa
was the chief guest on the occa-
sion, who while speaking high-
lighted the importance of finan-
cial literacy for women empower-
ment and stressed that a financial-
ly empowered woman can con-
tribute in the financial manage-
ment of her family.

During the programme, ADC
also listened to the success stories
of various beneficiaries who with
the help of the UMEED Scheme
have become self-sustained.
Besides this, ADC also told the
common masses about the “Local
Complaint Committee" constitut-
ed at the district headquarter
where aggrieved women can file
their complaint against any kind
of harassment being faced by
them at their home or at work-
place.

Earlier, the ADC was apprised
about the scheme UMEED
(National Rural Livelihood

Mission) which has been
launched in the district for gener-
ating different sources of liveli-
hood by means of social mobiliza-
tion, institution building and
financial inclusion.

Block Project Manager,
UMEED also highlighted some of
the initiatives taken under the
scheme.

BMO Chenani Mohammad
Yaseen stressed upon the impor-
tance of proper nutrition and
hygiene among the pregnant
women and the adolescent girls.

District Social Welfare Officer,
Rachna Sharma, who is also the
nodal officer of BBBP Cell threw
light on various social welfare
schemes and also highlighted the
importance of financial literacy for
the empowerment of women.

She further told that the week-
long awareness campaign "Noor
Jeevan Ka-Betiyan" would be
held at different places across the
district under different themes.
District Information Center,
Udhampur also organized a cul-
tural programme on the occasion.

PO DRDA, Jagdish Chander
Mehra conducted the proceedings
of the whole programme.

Among others, District
Information Officer, Esha Chib,
Tehsildar Chenani Pardeep Singh,
Naib Tehsildar Chenani, Tehsil
Social Welfare Officer Chenani
and a large number of women
attended the awareness campaign.
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RAJOURI, Mar 13: Term-
ing transparency and accounta-
bility as the benchmark of the
present Coalition Government,
the Minister for Animal, Sheep
Husbandry and Fisheries,
Abdul Ghani Kohli today said
there is no space for corrupt
practices and persons in the
present Government.

The Minister was address-
ing an impressive gathering
during a public grievances
redressal camp at Kalakote
here.

Locals briefed the Minister
regarding various problems
being faced by them including
shortage of water and power
supply, strengthening of interior
link roads, old age and widow
pension, special recruitment
camps for unemployed youths
and others.

Responding to the demands,
the Minister said that all issues
and projected demands will be
resolved in due course of time
after taking up the same with
concerned departments.

He directed the concerned
officers present to prove their

best in solving the public griev-
ances and timely completion of
all developmental projects in
the area. He assured that the
developmental scenario of the
area will be improved shortly as
the Government has already
initiated many projects.

The Minister urged the peo-
ple to come forward and avail
maximum benefits of the vari-
ous welfare schemes and pro-
grammes being undertaken by
the government.  "The schemes
being undertaken have a
tremendous potential of chang-
ing the socio-economic profile
of the people", he added.

Terming inclusive growth
and development of State as the
priority of the government, the
Minister said that developing
each and every corner of the
State is the aim of Government.
"The Government is committed
to create such an environment
where every citizen should get
his due right", he said.

SDM Kalakote, officers of
Sheep Husbandry, Animal
Husbandry Fisheries, besides
officers and officials of sectoral
officers were present on the
occasion. 
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JAMMU, Mar 13: Charak
Welfare Society (CWS) today
constituted its village wise units
at villages Rattanal, Gandli and
Makhanpur for the welfare of
Charak Biradari.

Rajeev Charak, State presi-
dent, Charak Welfare Society,
Charak Biradari today visited
villages Ratanal, Gandli and
Makhanpur and after delibera-
tions with Biradari members
constituted village wise units.

The village Rattawal unit
comprises Rashpal Singh
Charak as president, Surinder
Singh Charak as vice-president
and Sagar Singh Charak as gen-
eral secretary.

Amar Singh Charak, Natha
Singh Charak and Kehar Singh
Charak were elected as presi-

dent, vice-president and general
secretary, respectively of vil-
lage unit Gandli.

The village Makhanpur unit
comprises Balvir Singh Charak
as president, Raghubir Singh
Charak as vice-president and
Bishan Singh Charak as general
secretary. 

The CWS State president
also instructed the newly con-
stituted 3-member bodies to
frame the 11- member execu-
tive body by taking the people
of Biradari of the village in
trust. In addition, he also direct-
ed to constituted 20-member
working committee within fort-
night for the betterment of the
Biradari.

He informed the Biradari
members that the constitution
of these newly constituted units
will be setup before March 31.
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JAMMU, Mar 13: Contin-
uing their struggle for  re-organ-
ization of Jammu Municipal
Corporation,  enhancement of
wages, etc, Civic Safai
Karamcharis held a strong
protest dharna, here today and
announced to go on Kaam Chor
Hartal on March 15..

Members of the JMC Drivers
and Conductors Union,
Supervisors Union and   Clerical
Union also took part in the joint
protest dharna, during which the
Civic Safai Karamcharis raised
slogans in support of their
demands.

The protesting Civic Safai
Karamchari Union,  Jammu
Municipal Corporation, is
demanding  re-organization of
JMC,  scrapping of NGO sys-
tem,  converting   the  Casual
Labours as PDL, regularization
of Contractual Drivers, enhance-
ment of wages of Civic Safai

Karamcharis, Insurance cover-
age to workers and Safai
Karamcharis, etc

The protest dharna was
organized under the banner of
Civic Safai Karamcharis Union,
Jammu Municipal  Corporation,
led by its president Rinku Gill,
who announced ‘Kaam Chor
Hartal by the agitating workers
on March 15.

He alleged that the
Government was  forcing them
to further intensify agitation as
no action was being taken on
their  long pending demands and
hence they were left  with no
option other than to continue the
protest.

All Civic Safai Karamcharis,
drivers and other staff will go on
Kaam Chod Hartal on March 15
and there will be no sanitation
work in all the Wards of JMC,
the Union announced. 

The protest dharna was  also
addressed by some other leaders
of the Union.
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SRINAGAR, Mar 13: Casual
labourers working in Power
Development Department (PDD)
today staged a protest in favour of
their series of demands that
include regularization of services

and compensation to the families
of their associates killed in the
line of duty.

Scores of casual labourers
assembled at press enclave here
and started massive sloganeering
against the State Government.
The protesting casual labourers
were shouting slogans like 'we
want justice' and were demanding
regularization and release of
withheld salaries.

The protesters said that during
past many years, dozens of PDD
men were killed, injured and dis-
abled in the line of duty. They
said that only in last two months,
six lives were lost and their fami-
lies are suffering badly due to
economic crunch. The casual
labourers demanded that their
colleagues should be compensat-
ed at par with permanent employ-
ees in case of deaths or injuries.

They further demanded that
investigation should be conduct-
ed in all the incidents and cases
under section 302 should be reg-
istered. They further demanded
jobs to the families of deceased
non-regularized employees. As
the protesting employees tried to
move towards Lal Chowk, police
stopped them and detained some
of the protesters. 
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Rajeev Charak, State president, Charak Welfare Society and
other Biradari members during a meeting at Jammu.

Students of GHS Poneja studying under open sky. 
—Excelsior/Tilak Raj

JU employees taking out protest march on campus on Monday.

Agitating JU employees extend 
duration of token strike period

KK Gandhi, renowned artist from J&K,
creating a live painting during an art show at
New Delhi.

Gandhi creates live painting of 
cultural heritage of J&K

MGNREGA employees seek framing 
of job policy, threaten of agitation
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JAMMU, Mar 13: All J&K
MGNREGA Employees’
Association today threatened of
resorting to path of agitation if
its demands are not fulfilled by
March 19. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence here today, vice president of
the association, Sandeep Kalotra,
said that many educated youth
have been working as Technical
Assistant, GRS, PO, MIS
Operator and Account Assistant
since 2007 in RDD Department
under MGNREGA scheme that
too without any job policy. 

“We met Abdul Haq Khan
(Minister for RDD, Panchayati
Raj and Law & Justice) twice

and apprised him of our genuine
demands. The Minister also
agreed to fulfill our demands like
framing of job policy, job chart,
basic salary with yearly incre-
ments, etc but till today no writ-
ten order has come out in this
regard”, Kalotra regretted. 

He said that the Government
is playing with careers of well
qualified youth, as most of them
have become over aged, but the
association will not allow the
Government to spoil the future
of these youth. Kalotra said that
if Government and RDD
Minister failed to fulfill their
demands till March 19, then all
MGNREGA employees of the
State will resort to district level
strike from March 20 to 23. 

Govt granting permission of 
works without tenders: NPP
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JAMMU, Mar 13: Expres-
sing grave concern over the sub-
missive posturing of the Chief
Minister succumbing to the pres-
sure of the MLAs during the
DDB meeting in Jammu for
allowing the departmental exe-
cution of works without tenders,
NPP chairman and former minis-
ter  Harsh Dev Singh has
described the decision as retro-
grade and unwarranted which
would undoubtedly promote cor-
ruption in the Engineering
Deptts  already under scanner. 

“It is  ironical that on one
hand State Vigilance Organis-
ation (SVO) is  booking the cul-
prits for executing works without
tenders and on the contrary, the
MLAs are  mounting pressures
for allowing Departmental exe-
cution of works without observ-
ing codel formalities. Not only
this, the BJP MLAs stand
exposed for their hypocrisy as
they unanimously demanded
permission for execution of
works departmentally during the
DDB meeting in Jammu despite
having themselves filed com-
plaints to the SVO in the recent
past for booking those who had
executed works without ten-
ders,” Singh told reporters here
today.

Singh made a particular
mention of the recent incident in
which four senior most
Engineers of R&B were booked

and arrested on the complaint
filed by a BJP MLA in his own
name alleging execution of
works without tenders. 

Terming the approval of the
Chief Minister for departmental
execution of works up to Rs 3
lakh without tenders as repro-
bate, Singh said that it further
violated the legal stipulations on
the subject particularly the pro-
visions laid down in the
“Financial code”, “Book of
Financial powers” and “Public
works Accounts code”. He said
that the Chief Minister buckling
under the pressure of MLAs had
made an announcement which
not only defied the legal posi-
tion but was fraught with dan-
gerous portends. He said that it
amounted to a license to the cor-
rupt elements to bifurcate the
works into denominations of
less than Rs  3 lakhs  and exe-
cute them departmentally, an
aspect which the Chief Minister
probably could not perceive or
visualize. 

Making a particular mention
of some of the works, executed
in Ramnagar constituency, Mr
Singh said that several crores of
rupees had been siphoned in the
construction of Damak Bridge,
Ramnagar Dudu road, Kirmoo-
Chountra Mata road, Ramnagar-
Badhole executed without ten-
ders but none took cognizance
in view of the patronage
enjoyed by the offenders owing
allegiance to ruling BJP party.

Ahead of Navratra festival, SSP Railways
Katra reviews security arrangements
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JAMMU, Mar 13: Ahead of
Navratra festival, Senior
Superintendent of Police (SSP)
Railways Katra Ranjit Singh
Sambyal reviewed the security
arrangements.

SSP inspected the railway
track and infrastructure provided
to the manpower deployed
enroute the track from Katra to
Udhampur through rail push trol-
ley.

He was accompanied by
SDPO Railways Katra, SHO
GRP police station and con-
cerned staff of Railway
Department.

During the inspection, SSP
Railways Katra checked the
manpower deployed at the track
and took stock of the measures
being taken by them for the safe-
ty and security of railway track,
tunnels and bridges.

Sambyal also checked the
basic amenities including water,
electricity and washrooms avail-
able for the deployed manpower.

He briefed the officers and
officials deployed at the Railway
Stations and track to perform
their duties with punctuality and
with dedication so as to avoid the
possibility of any sabotage at the
track by anti-national or anti-
social elements.

Two books of Dr Sohan Koul - ‘Abysmal’ and ‘Yousuf Shah
Chak’ being released by prominent Kashmiri writers at
Budgam. ‘Abysmal’ is an abstract novel depicting present
Kashmir while ‘Yousuf Shah Chak’ is a historical drama
depicting last emperor of Kashmir.

J&K Grameen Bank organizes  
D-FLAPs at  Kalsian, Danakha

Awareness campaign ‘Noor
Jeevan Ka-Betiyan’ commences

Transparency, accountability
Govt’s top priority: Kohli

Members of Civic Safai Karamchari Union protesting in
Jammu on Monday. — Excelsior/Rakesh

JMC Civic Safai Karamcharis to go 
on Kaam Chor Hartal tomorrow

Bali reviews functioning of GMC, SSH
Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 13: Minister
for Health & Medical Education,
Bali Bhagat today reviewed the
functioning of Government
Medical College and Super
Specialty Hospital  at a high-level
meeting held here today.

Minister of State for Health &
Medical Education, Asiea
Naqash, Commissioner/ Secre-
tary Health & Medical Education,
Dr. M.K. Bhandari, Principal
GMC, Jammu, Dr. Zahid Gillani,
Medical Superi-ntendent, SSHJ,
Dr. Manoj Chalotra and other
senior officers of the Medical
Education were present in the
meeting.

While taking detailed review
of the status of manpower, vacan-
cies, steps initiated to fill up the
vacant posts of various categories

of medicos through concerned
recruitment agencies, finalization
of rules and other allied issues, the
Minister directed the concerned to
vigorously pursue with the PSC
and SSB to fill up the vacancies
on fast-track basis so that the
patient care does not suffer. He
also sought action on the newly
appointed doctors, who proceeded
on leave after putting their joining
reports and on those who are will-
fully absenting.

Taking serious note of delay in
framing the rules for gazetted as
well as non-gazetted posts, the
Minister directed the concerned to
finalize the entire process of
recruitment rules within a shortest
possible time. He also issued
directions to the Principal to take
all necessary steps to further
improve the facilities related to
the patient care in the SSH. 

PDD casual labourers protesting in Srinagar.— Excelsior/Shakeel

PDD casual labourers stage protest

Absconder apprehended
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JAMMU, Mar 13: Bakshi Nagar police arrest an absconder,
who was evading his arrest since lone.

As per police sources, on reliable information, a team from
Bakshi Nagar police station conducted raid and arrested an abscon-
der, who was at large since long.

The accused has been identified as Rishi, son of Raj Kumar, a
resident of Resham Ghar Colony.

He was involved in a case registered under FIR Number 8/2008
under Section 451, 147 and 323 RPC. Arrest warrant under Section
512 CrPC also stands issued against the accused by Court.

Further investigation into the case is going on.
Police team led by SDPO West Nikhil Rasgotra and assisted by

SHO Bakshi Nagar Inspector Ashwani Sharma made the arrest
under the supervision of SP City Dr Vinod Kumar.

Wreath laying ceremony held
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SRINAGAR, Mar 13: Wreath laying ceremony of a police con-
stable who died while performing his duties in South Kashmir was
held today at District Police Lines Anantnag.

According to a police spokesman, the police constable identified
as Zahoor Ahmad Baba fell unconscious at Khanabal point while
performing his duty at Khannabal in Anantnag district. He was shift-
ed to hospital for treatment where doctors declared him brought
dead. The deceased was a resident of Tailbal area of Srinagar.

The spokesman said, "among others who presented wreaths
included DyCO IR11th Battalion Tejinder Singh, DySP
Headquarters Liyakat Ali Khan, DySP Mohammad Abass, DySP
DAR Muzaffar Ahmad, 2iC CRPF 40 Battalion Rajesh Kumar and
other police officers and jawans." The body of the deceased was
handed over to his family members for last rites.

GHS Poneja faces shortage
of staff, basic amenities

Charak Welfare Society 
constitutes village units

ADC Udhampur Avny Lavasa expressing her views during awareness campaign at CFC
Chenani.

* Watch video on
www.excelsiornews.com


