
NEW DELHI, Mar 26: 

As the world reels
under the economic and
social fallout of the
coronavirus outbreak,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on
Thursday pitched for
developing a new crisis
management protocol to
deal with global health
crisis and urged the
powerful G20 grouping
to work towards
addressing shockwaves
triggered by the pan-
demic.

In his address at an
extraordinary videocon-
ference of the G-20
leaders, Modi also urged
the grouping to come
out with a concrete
action plan to fight the pandem-
ic and said human beings rather
than economic targets should be
put at the centre of its vision for
global prosperity and coopera-
tion.

The powerful grouping of
world's 20 major industrialised
nations at its meeting decided to
inject over USD 5 trillion into
the global economy to counter
the social and economic impact
of COVID-19.

The G20 held the videocon-
ference to discuss ways to deal
with the coronavirus pandemic
which has killed over 21,000
people and infected more than
470,000 globally.

Government sources said
there was no discussion on the
origin of the coronavirus or on
China at the summit and that the
spirit during the deliberations
was of collaborative approach in
dealing with the crisis.

There were no efforts to
ascribe blame to anyone for the
outbreak of the virus, they said.

The leaders, including US
President Donald Trump and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin, also agreed to contribute
to the WHO-led COVID-19
Solidarity Response Fund on a

voluntary basis.
In his remarks, Modi noted

the alarming social and econom-
ic cost of the pandemic, adding
that 90 per cent of the COVID-
19 cases and 88 per cent of
deaths were in G20 countries. 

The G20 grouping shares 80
per cent of world GDP and 60
per cent of world population.

The External Affairs
Ministry said Modi underscored
the need for free and open shar-
ing of the benefits of medical
research and development and
sought developing an adaptive,
responsive and humane health
care systems.

It said he also sought
strengthening and reforming
intergovernmental organisations
like WHO and work together to
reduce economic hardships
resulting from COVID-19 par-
ticularly for the economically
weaker nations.

The Prime Minister also
called for ushering in a new
globalisation for collective well
being of entire humankind, not-
ing that medical research should
be freely and openly available
for all countries, government
sources said.

He said empowering the
WHO was necessary for devel-
opment of effective vaccines to
deal with global pandemics.

"Let us put human beings
rather than economic targets at

centre of our vision for global
prosperity and cooperation,"
Modi was quoted as saying by
the sources.

He also stressed on develop-
ing a more adaptive, responsive,
affordable and human health-
care system that can be
deployed globally to deal with
healthcare crisis.

At the meeting, the G20
leaders agreed to take all neces-
sary measures to contain the
pandemic and protect people.

They also supported
strengthening of the WHO's
mandate in the fight against pan-
demics, including delivery of
medical supplies, diagnostic
tools, treatments, medicines and
vaccines.

The leaders committed to
use all available policy tools to
minimise the economic and
social cost of the pandemic and
to restore global growth, market
stability and strengthening
resilience.

According to the sources,
Modi said the coronavirus pan-
demic has offered an opportuni-
ty to look afresh at a new con-
cept of globalisation and that the
grouping has to focus on prob-
lems being faced by the human-
ity.

They said the G-20 leaders
also appreciated India's efforts
at the regional level to fight the
pandemic. (PTI)

NEW DELHI, Mar 26: 

The Centre today asked state
governments to arrange food
and shelter for migrant workers
who are facing difficulties due
to the 21-day lockdown
announced to check the spread
of coronavirus.

Joint Secretary in the Ministry
of Home Affairs, Punya Salila
Srivastava said students, who are
in hostels, should continue to stay
there for their own safety.

"We have asked the state
governments to arrange food
and shelter for the migrant
workers. We are sensitising
everyone that wherever they are,
they should remain there.
Students should continue to
remain in hostels," she said at a
press conference here.

There have been reports of a
large number of migrant work-
ers leaving their work place in
different parts of the country
and walking down to their
native places, hundreds of kilo-
metres away, facing hardships
on the way.

The migrant workers report-
edly started their journey on foot
as there was no transport avail-
able after Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced the
21-day lockdown on Tuesday.

Srivastava said the central
government is regularly moni-
toring the situation so that there
is no crisis of essential com-
modities.

"A control room has been set
up by the Union Home ministry

to monitor the situation 24x7.
With constant monitoring, we
hope that there will be no crisis

of essential commodities during
the lockdown period," she
said.(PTI)
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A resident makes sound with cookware on his home balcony
while participating in a flash mob event in Vancouver, Canada.
Thousands of self-isolated residents participated in a flash mob
event organized via social media at the evening by making sound
at their home balconies to show support for front-line healthcare
workers who help fighting the coronavirus.(UNI)

Troops returning from leave, outstation duties 
to report to screening centres: Army

Excelsior Correspondent
JAMMU, Mar 26: The

Northern Command of the
Army has asked its troops
returning from leave or outsta-
tion duties to report directly to
the screening centres estab-
lished at various transit camps
in Jammu and Kashmir as part
of its efforts to check the spread
of coronavirus, an official said
today.

He said after the medical
screening the troops are being
quarantined for 14 days in isola-
tion rooms established in the
units.   

The Indian Army's efforts in
the fight against COVID-19
have gained momentum in the
Union Territories of J&K and
Ladakh, PRO of northern com-
mand Lt Col Abhinav Navneet
said.

A number of measures are
being taken by the Army to
prevent the epidemic amongst
its personnel so that they are
available to do their primary
task and to support people in
the fight against coronavirus,
he said. 

"Troops returning from
leave or out station duties
directly report to the screen-
ing centres established at var-
ious transit camps," the PRO
said.

To maintain social distanc-
ing, distance between beds in
the barracks has been increased,
to avoid crowding in dining
halls meals are served at stag-
gered timings and  adequate
hand washing points are in
place, he said.

The PRO added that at the
unit level, a dynamic and
judicious approach has been
adopted by all ranks of the
Indian Army to contribute to
the efforts being made
against coronavirus under its
new mission 'Corona Mukt
Awam' or coronavirus-free
population.

The slogan "I will neither

get infected nor will I infect oth-
ers" is being "aggressively fol-
lowed" by Army personnel, he
said.

"Surveillance and control
measures have been put in
place and a number of innova-
tive awareness programmes
are being run by the field for-
mations and units for the ben-
efit of the populace, particular-
ly in rural areas. Advisories by
medical specialists on identifi-
cation of and precautions
against fomites has been
issued to all in text and audio
visual formats," Lt Col
Navneet said. 

He said Army personnel are
being motivated to share the
information with their families,
friends and civilians in the areas
of their deployment.

A total of 17 helplines in the
two UTs of Ladakh & J&K for
the public have been established
by the troops of Northern
Command. 

The Mobile Vehicle Check
Posts that are usually deployed
for Counter Terrorist operations
are innovatively educating the
populace on COVID-19 by way
of audio broadcasts through
loudspeakers and hailers, he
said.

Multiple advisories on
social media including Audio
Video Content have been post-
ed using the Twitter handle of
Northern Command and the
same can be accessed by the
public. 

"The Army as an organi-
zation is proactively taking
all measures. Drills have
been set in. Should there be a
situation to extend facilities
to the civil administration,
medical personnel and units
are building their capacities,
non-medical personnel are
being taught to actively con-
tribute to the care of patients
and effort is on to enhance
equipment holdings," the per-
sonnel said.

Relatively stable trend in rate at which coronavirus 
infection is increasing: Health Ministry 

NEW DELHI, Mar 26: 

There has been no solid evi-
dence of community transmis-
sion of COVID-19 in India as
yet and the infection appears to
be relatively stabilising consid-
ering the rate at which it is
increasing, the health ministry
said on Thursday.

At the same, it said the latest
figures do not establish a clear
trend and in no way the govern-
ment is relaxed about anything
at this point.

The number of coronavirus
cases climbed to 694 in India on
Thursday and the death rose to
16, according to the Health
Ministry.

Lav Agarwal, Joint
Secretary in the ministry of
health, told a press conference
that while the "numbers of
COVID-19 cases are increasing,
there appears to be relatively a
stable trend or even little bit
reduction in the rate at which
they are increasing".

"This however does not
establish a clear trend and in no
way are we relaxed about any-
thing at this point," he added.

Agarwal said the ministry is
hopeful of containing the spread
of the coronavirus by social dis-
tancing policy, conducting a
proper contact tracing of posi-
tive cases and by ensuring that
all people at home quarantine
are monitored.

While adding a note of cau-
tion, Agarwal said the commu-
nity transmission phase of the
disease will begin if the commu-
nity and the government do not
work collectively and follow the

set guidelines of social distanc-
ing, home quarantine and treat-
ment.

He urged people to support
the lockdown announced by the
prime minister saying social dis-
tancing can be an effective inter-
vention to break the chain of
transmission and all the efforts
will go into waste even if one
person does not follow the poli-
cy for containment of the dis-
ease.  

"Continued people's support
for implementation of lockdown
is needed," he said.

Commenting over the cases
reported in Hyderabad and
Bhilwada, Raman R
Gangakhedkar, head of the
Epidemiology and
Communicable Diseases at
ICMR said, "Going by one or
two cases we cannot say there
has been community transmis-
sion. Also why should we hide if
there has been a community
transmission."

"There is still no solid evi-
dence to say there has been
community transmission of
coronavirus infection in India,"
he asserted. Agarwal further
said that 17 states have started
work on earmarking hospitals
for dedicated treatment of
COVID-19 patients on their
request.

He also denied that the virus
spreads through mosquitoes.

He further said that the
Cabinet Secretary had discussed
with all chief secretaries the
lockdown measures and pre-
paredness of states in terms of
hospitals and logistic arrange-

ments and has called for making
an arrangement to ensure essen-
tial commodities reach the peo-
ple.

He said the ministry in col-
laboration with AIIMS, Delhi
started providing orientation of
protocol by training doctors
online on  epidemiology, infec-
tion control practices and case
management. 

"Further the National
Institute of Mental Health
(NIMH) is involved by the gov-
ernment for conducting behav-
ioural module training," he said.

"Further the National
Institute of Mental Health
(NIMH) is involved by the gov-
ernment for conducting behav-
ioural module training," he said.

Agarwal informed that about
64,411 people across the coun-
try have been brought into sur-
veillance. 

Out of these, 8,300 people
are quarantined at facilities
while the remaining  are at home
quarantine. 

States are  monitoring those
people who came to India before
the travel restrictions were
imposed, he said.

Assuring the general public,
Agarwal said India is geared up
for COVID-19 challenge.

A Home Ministry official
said a discussion on travel
restrictions has been conducted
during a meeting of the Group
of Ministers and it will be con-
veyed to the public soon.

Prime Minister Modi
announced a nationwide lock-
down for 21 days from Tuesday
midnight. (PTI)

CRPF contributes Rs 33.81 cr
fund from jawans’ one-day salary

NEW DELHI, Mar 26: 

The CRPF has contributed a Rs 33.81
crore fund, drawn from one-day salary of
its troops, to the Prime Minister's
National Relief Fund in the wake of the
COVID-19 outbreak.

A spokesperson for the 3.25 lakh
personnel strong paramilitary force said
the act was a unanimous decision and
the Central Reserve Police Force
(CRPF) was "dutifully committed to
stand firmly with our nation in this challenging time of COVID-
19 spread".

"It is submitted that CRPF personnel have decided to make a
humble contribution of one day salary to Prime Minister's National
Relief Fund. The effort was to make the immediate contribution
with the noble intent to keep it unrevealed."

"The CRPF remains steadfast towards its motto of service and
loyalty," the spokesperson said.

The CRPF is the country's primary combat armed unit under
the Union Home Ministry for internal security and anti-Naxal
operations. (PTI)

NIHWN introduces ‘Sanjeevan’, an Innovative 
COVID-19 Self Evaluation Assessment Platform

HYDERABAD, Mar 26: 

Coronavirus is indeed challenging the exis-
tence of mankind and threatening the very base
of societal living. At times like this, the sur-
vival of humankind falls on the shoulders of
indigenous health tech innovations, more than
ever before.

These are the types of innovations that can
empower more than 769 Crore world citizens to
be self-assisted and self-educated by reducing the
false load on the healthcare and wellness systems;
thus allowing the systems in place to be utilized
where they are needed the most.   Sanjeevan
HealthTech AI Engine by NIHWN.Co intends to
provide 'Bharath's First Comprehensive Self
Evaluation Assessment Platform' that would aid
in identifying 'At-Risk Patients' of COVID-19 for
more than 130 Crore Indian Citizens as well as
the citizens of the world. Sanjeevan is a
'HealthWellnessTech Artificial Intelligence
Engine' of NIHWN.Co; a result of decades of
innovative research work that is indigenously
'Made in Bharath'. Its primary objective is to
empower crores of people and their families to
lead healthy lives by assisting them in their self-
diagnosing process along with various other psy-
chological/physiological problems extended for
COVID-19.  NIHWN can be downloaded from
the Google Playstore:

https://tinyurl.Com/NIHWNgoogle or the Apple
Appstore: https://tinyurl.Com/NIHWNapple to
assess COVID-19 risks for family, friends and
loved ones. One can also receive detailed reports
regarding the same, along with a host of down-
loadable resources; all free of cost. About
NIHWN.Co

National Integrated Health Wellness Care
Network is a real time medical and wellness
care platform of StartUpIndia awarded Bharath
HealthCare P LIMITED, HealthTech division
of prestigious KOTII GROUP. Our core pur-
pose is to empower crores of people and their
families in seeking medical care by connecting
them to lakhs of proven, experienced and qual-
ified medical and wellness professionals from
nearby neighbourhoods, enabling them to lead
healthy lives. For more details, please visit:
https://www.Nihwn.Co  About Bharath
HealthCare P LIMITED

We at Bharath HealthCare P LIMITED aim to be
empower more than 769 Crore people across 230+
countries by tending to their health and wellness
requirements. We are proud to be engaged in
HealthTech innovations alongside Harvard Global
High, USA and Sri Venkateswara Institute of
Medical Sciences, Tirupati. For more details, please
visit: https://www.Bhclpl.Org , part of KOTII
GROUP https://www.Kgvpl.Com .(PWR)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing G20 leaders during the G20
Virtual Summit. NSA Ajit Doval and External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar are also seen in the picture.

A man wearing a face mask walks past an urban sculpture in Tehran on Thursday.(UNI)

Iran reports 157 new virus 
deaths, imposes intercity ban

TEHRAN, Mar 26: 

Iran today announced 157
new deaths from coronavirus,
raising the official number of
fatalities to 2,234, as it slapped a
ban on intercity travel to try to
curb the spread.

Health Ministry spokesman
Kianoush Jahanpour also said
that 2,389 new cases have been
confirmed in the past 24 hours,
bringing the total number of
declared infections in one of the
world's wost-hit countries to
29,406.

"Fortunately, until today
10,457 of those infected have
recovered and been discharged
from hospitals," he told a news
conference.

Jahanpour said that the
spread of the new coronavirus
and its rate of infection was

"growing steadily" in Iran.
The Islamic republic

imposed strict new containment
measures Thursday, after weeks
of public appeals largely failed
to prevent hundreds of thou-
sands of Iranians taking to the
roads to visit family for the
Persian New Year holidays.
"Those who were planning to
travel, cancel it right from this
moment," said Hossein
Zolfaghari, a senior official at
Iran's anti-coronavirus commit-
tee.

"Those who are out travel-
ling should return home quick-
ly," he added in a televised
announcement while announc-
ing details of the new measures.

Zolfaghari said non-resi-
dents will not be allowed into
cities based on their car plates
and drivers' IDs, and violators

will be fined and their cars
impounded.

"All official and non-official
gatherings... Are also banned,"
the official said, without elabo-
rating further.

President Hassan Rouhani
said in a cabinet meeting he hoped
the "more strict measures" would
help to curb the virus.

He added the government
was going to ask Iran's supreme
leader for permission to draw
USD 1 billion from its national
development fund to address
"the coronavirus' complexities
and issues, especially the med-
ical sector's needs".

The country will also pro-
vide businesses which have not
laid off workers during the out-
break with low-interest loans,
Rouhani said. (AFP)

Deserted look of road on second day of nation wide complete lockdown to combat the COVID-
19, in New Delhi on Thursday.(UNI)

Centre asks states to arrange 
food, shelter for migrant workers

BSF seizes 5 kg heroin, 
pistol from Punjab Border

JALANDHAR, Mar 26: 

Border Security Force (BSF) seized three bottles of contra-
band suspected to be heroin and one pistol from the Punjab
Border. 

A spokesperson for the Punjab Frontier HQ of the BSF
here on Thursday said that the vigilant troops of the BSF
recovered three plastic bottles filled with contraband suspect-
ed to be heroin weighing five kg and one pistol from the area
of responsibility of 29 Bn of the BSF in Ferozepur sector this
morning. 

He said the Pakistani smugglers pushed the bottles filled with
heroin into the Indian Territory last night.

During search of the area, heroin and one pistol was recovered
from near the border post. Value of the heroin seized is said to be
about Rs 25 crore in the international market. 

The BSF had till today seized 106.477 kg of heroin valuing
over Rs 532 crore in the international market during the current
calendar year, he added. (UNI)

Yes Bank board okays fund 
raising of Rs 5,000 cr

NEW DELHI, Mar 26: 

Cash-starved private sector
lender Yes Bank on Thursday
approved a proposal to raise Rs
5,000 crore by way of share
sale, including qualified institu-
tions and rights issue.

The board meeting held
today cleared this proposal.

This fund raising will be
over and above Rs 10,000 crore
cleared on February 7.

The board at its meeting has
approved subject to receipt of
requisite approvals, raising of
funds for an additional amount
aggregating up to Rs 5,000
crores Yes Bank said in a regu-
latory filing. 

The fund may be raised in
one or more tranches by "way of
issuance of securities but not
limited to through a qualified
institutions placement/ public
issue, rights issue, global depos-

itory receipts, American deposi-
tory receipts, foreign currency
convertible bonds or any other
permissible mode," it said.

So, in aggregate the fund
raising cannot exceed Rs 15,000
crore, it added. 

Facing the collapse of the
fourth largest private lender, the
Reserve Bank sacked Yes Bank
management and placed it under
an administrator in the evening
of 5 March with a 30-day mora-
torium.

On March 14, the govern-
ment notified the rescue plan
drafted by the RBI under which
State Bank of India would pick
up around 49 percent equity in
Yes Bank.

Private lenders joined SBI to
shield the banking sector from a
widespread crisis by injecting
Rs 10,000 crore into the bank
with SBI alone infusing Rs
6,050 crore. (PTI)

PM pitches for new crisis management 
protocol on coronavirus 

GOVERNMENT MEDICAL COLLEGE, JAMMU 
Fax No. 0191-2584234 Email: pmcjammu@gmail.com 
Ph. No. 0191-2584247 
SUB: TELEPHONIC CONSULTATION SERVICES BY THE MEDIUM OF TEXT MESSAGE

(SMS), WHATSAPP MESSAGE, TELEPHONIC CALL AS WELL AS VIDEO CALL
OFFERED BY GMC JAMMU.

PUBLIC APPEAL
In pursuant to existing COVID-19 situation and to prevent the spread of Corona (COVID-19) Virus and to

optimize diversion of available man power and material resource for the care and treatment of suspected/con-
firmed patients of COVID-19 diseases, OPD services of GMC & Associated Hospitals Jammu have been sus-
pended w.e.f 25-03-2020 vide this office Order No, GMC/20/COVID-19/4037 dated 24-03-2020. Now, for the
convenience of general public the department wise roster for next 21 days during the period of lockdown has
been prepared by various HoD's of GMC & AHJ, which are available on the website of GMC Jammu
(www.gmcjammu.nic.in). 

This shall entitle the general public for telephonic consultation by the medium of Text Message (SMS),
Whatsapp Message, Telephonic Call as well as Video Call on the telephone numbers of the doctors provided
at GMC website. 

The said telephone consultation time shall remain within 10:30 am to 04:30 pm on the terms and condi-
tions already published in daily newspaper 

Sd/-
(Dr. Sunanda Raina)

DIP/J-15465/19 Principal & Dean 
Dt: 26-3-2020


