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Dharmarth Trust cancels
Shobha Yatra on Ram Navmi

Workers combating COVID-19 Div Com reviews flood management measures
I&FC installs nine automatic WLRs
real heroes of nation: Rana
Excelsior Correspondent
huge number of people in hospion river Jhelum, major tributaries
tals, on roads and in manning the
JAMMU, Mar 30: Descr-

ibing all those frontline workers
engaged in combating COVID19 as real heroes of the nation,
National Conference Provincial
President Devender Singh Rana
today saluted police and security
force personnel, doctors, paramedics and lab technicians,
media persons, employees manning essential utility services,
people maintaining supply line
of essentials and numerous others behind the screen but functional on ground zero all the
time, for their gigantic service to
humanity at the alter of their
own lives as also their families.
"We vehemently acknowledge their valour and fortitude,
which is going to make all the
difference in steering out the
mankind out of these uncertain
times", Rana said in a statement
here this afternoon.
He exhorted the people to
pull together and rise above politics to support the efforts of the
Government in minimising
human tragedy caused due to
alarming spread of corona virus.
"This is not the time for politicking but to extend helping
hand in every effort being made
by the government through its
frontline agencies in meeting the
challenge", the Provincial
President said while appreciating the tireless services of a

Cong asks Govt
to decongest
quarantine centres
Excelsior Correspondent
JAMMU/SRINAGAR, Mar
30:
Pradesh
Congress
Committee (PCC) chief, G A
Mir said, though the administration was doing a good job, but
the need is to intensify the
efforts as a good number of people hailing from different districts of Jammu and Kashmir are
pouring in from various parts of
the country at Lakhanpur.
"In view of the situation the
higher authorities are required
to monitor the number of people
and ensure their food, shelter
and Medicare while maintaining the social distancing at all
places and quarantine Centres,"
the statement added.
It said, the people should be
immediately shifted to the quarantine Centres and their locations as advised.
Meanwhile, the party has
asked the Govt to expedite the
distribution of ration etc to all
the people including the outside
labourers at various places.
All such people should be
covered for the relief package at
this juncture.
"He said the elected
Corporators,
Councillors and Sarpanchs/
Panchs should be associated
and consulted in the process,"
Mir added.

various other essential services.
"Due to their inspirational
service and our time tested
resilience, we are confident to
steer out of these uncertain
times", Rana hoped while urging
the people not to panic but stay
homes for their safety by strictly adhering to the advisories
issued from time to time to
defeat the virus.
He said an onerous responsibility has cast upon all of us to
pull together to tackle the outbreak as a national duty. This
can be achieved by strictly
observing the mandatory protocol, he said, hoping these measures will turn out as real game
changer.
Referring to the difficulties
being faced by different segments of people in the wake of
lock down, the Provincial
President said we must help
them out at this crucial juncture
as per the very best of our values
and human nature. He said all
religions preach compassion
and this is the time we can
demonstrate this by sharing each
others' joys and miseries.
"Despit being confined to
our homes, as a precaution, we
can do pretty well by supporting
those in need, just in our backyards and the surroundings, by
our humble ways", Rana said,
adding that even a paltry little
contribution can be a huge succour for the hapless brethren,
who have been rendered jobless
due to lock-down.
"They need us as we have
needed them in best of our
times", he said, hoping the society will rise to the occasion and
demonstrate the bonds of togetherness as per India's rich heritage.
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SRINAGAR,
Mar
30:
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department
(I&FC)
has
installed nine Automatic Water
Level Recorders (WLRs) on
River Jhelum at Sangam,
Pampore, Ram Munshi Bagh &
Asham and at its major tributaries including Sind, Lidder,
Doodganga,
Vaishaw
&
Rambiar.
The German based technology Automatic Water Level
Recorders are fitted with SIM
cards, which will records water
level data of river Jhelum on
hourly basis and send it to the
control room of Irrigation and
Flood Control Department. For
better planning and preparedness to tackle flood like situation, department is further
expanding
network
of
Automatic WLRs across the valley to obtain instant data. The
data as of now is being disseminated to various sections of
media for real time information.
This was revealed in a meeting convened by the Divisional
Commissioner
Kashmir
Pandurang K Pole, here today to
review the flood preparedness of
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department (I&FC) in Kashmir.
The meeting was further
informed that 12.6 lacs sand and
80,000 Geo bags have been kept
at different locations of river
Jhelum and other water bodies.
The Divisional Commissioner directed the concerned for
instant mapping of all automatic
Rain Guages which have been
erected at IMD, Agriculture,
SKAUST
and
Kashmir
University. Besides, preparation
of inundation maps at different

water levels of river Jhelum at
different locations. He directed
the concerned to submit the
information to the Div Com
office at earliest.
He
further
directed
Executive Engineers (Exens) of
I&FC to contact their respective
Deputy Commissioners for
selecting
the
abandoned
Government buildings which
will be used as stores at time of
any eventuality. They have also
been asked to prepare a list of
machines
procured
by
Mechanical Engineering wing
which can be used during floods.
The I&FC authorities have
been directed to update and list
all its available tools and plants
and upload it on IDRM network
besides prepare a list of Boats
available
with
Tourism,
LAWDA, SMC, CRPF, BSF,
Police, Disaster Management
and private Shikara owners
along with their locations. He
also directed the concerned to
up-date
the
Disaster
Management plans and rectify
the deficiencies, if any.
The Div Com said that bulk
SMS services should be availed
for dissemination of warnings to
the People on real time basis, at
the time of exigency.
Pole exhorted to take the status of various works taken up by
the ERA under Jhelum Tawi
Foold Recovery Project including consultancy studies on flood
management and hazard risk
assessment.
Additional Commissioner
Kashmir, Bilal Ahmad Bhat,
Chief Engineer I&FC, M M
Shahnawaz,
Superintending
Engineers, Executive Engineers
and other concerned officers
were present in the meeting.

Deputy Chairman LAHDC, Tsering Sandup chairing a meeting at Leh.

Dy Chairman LAHDC Leh
reviews COVID-19 measures
Excelsior Correspondent
LEH, Mar30: The Deputy
Chairman LAHDC, Tsering
Sandup today chaired a meeting of
Executive Councillors and CMO
to review COVID-19 pandemic
situation at Council Secretariat,
here.
While briefing the meeting
about the ongoing lockdown to
contain COVID-19 pandemic,
Sandup said LAHDC is closely
monitoring the situation in the district.
He appreciated all frontline
health professionals, workers,
police personnel and volunteers
for their work to combat COVID19 pandemic in the district.
He said that at present Health
department have 17 ventilators
and 50 more have been ordered.
Isolation wards were setup at dif-

ferent blocks with all provisions of
PPE and Ventilators. “30 ambulances would be made functional
and would be stationed throughout
the district at the earliest,” he
added.
CMO, Dr Motup Dorjey
apprised the Dy Chairman about
the arrangements being made by
Health Department. He said that at
present only eight positive cases
were reported so far and 1076 persons were in quarantine in Leh district while 139 persons had completed their quarantine period.
“30 pilgrims who have
returned from the Iran recently are
well,” informed CMO.
The meeting was attended by
Executive
Councillor
for
Agriculture, Phunchok Stanzin
and Executive Councillor for
Education, Konchok Stanzin.

Excelsior Correspondent

tion by District Magistrate,
Kulgam
vide
Order
no.29/DMK/PSA/2019 dated
04.07.2019.
In this case, court said, the
grounds of detention do not
mention that detaining authority
is aware of the fact that Dar had
already been released on bail by
court of competent jurisdiction
at the time of making detention
order.
"In the present case detaining authority has not drawn any
subjective satisfaction vis-à-vis
detention of detenue. There is
no mention of the fact that
detenue has applied for bail in
criminal case against him nor is
there any satisfaction that
detenue has been enlarged on
bail before issuance of
impugned order of detention",
court said adding "even there is
no mention concerning any
fresh activity of detenue from
the date of release of detenue on
bail till the time the order of
detention was passed which
clearly indicates and shows total
absence of application of mind
on the part of detaining authority while passing impugned
detention order of detention. In
that view of matter, impugned
order is vitiated".
Justice Tashi also recorded
in the judgment that the detention record also does not comprise of any approval accorded
by the Government and/or any
report/approval given by the
Advisory Board and orders followed thereafter as is required
under the J&K Public Safety
Act, 1978. By this as well,
impugned order is vitiated.
Detenue Mohammad Shafi
Yatoo alias Raja son of Ghulam
Mohi u-din Yatoo of Audoora
Sheeri District Baramulla was
placed under Public Safety Act
by
District
Magistrate,
Baramulla vide his Order
no.127/MB/PSA/2019 dated
14.02.2019.
In his case, court said the
grounds of detention are vague
and ambiguous, which have
been attributed to detenue.
Detention in preventive custody
on the basis of such vague and
ambiguous grounds of detention
cannot be justified.
Detenue Morifat Ahmad Mir
son of Mohammad Akbar Mir of
Kandoora,
Beerwah
was
detained by District Budgam
District Magistrate, Budgam
vide Order no.DMB/PSA/25 of
2019 dated 22.05.2019. "For the

JAMMU, Mar 30: The Jammu
& Kashmir Dharmarth Trust
(JKDT) has announced that there
will be no Shobha Yatra or public
celebrations during Ram Navami
on April. 2.
This was stated by the president of Dharmarth Trust, Mubarak
Singh in a statement issued here
today. He said that during this
national health emergency due to
Coronavirus the Dharmarth Trust
has cancelled the public celebrations of Ram Navami including the
Shobha Yatra. He added that it is of
utmost importance for the public to
strictly follow social distancing
practices and all preventive measures to break the chain of
Coronavirus.
Mubarak Singh said that it is
unfortunate that this year the people of Jammu will not be able to
participate in public celebrations
and festivities during the auspicious occasion of Ram Navami
however. It is in greater interest to
the public that people stay safe and
stay home during this highly contagious corona virus outbreak, he
added.
He further said that the Ram
Navami rituals and Aarati will be

Slum dwellers of Kartholi Bari Brahmana waiting for help.
-Excelsior/ Badyal

last 2 days in Bari Brahmana
Excelsior Correspondent

SAMBA, Mar 30: In the wake
of outbreak of Corona epidemic,
the Prime Minister of India,
Narendra Modi is continuously
giving the assurance to the people
that no one will go to bed without
food, but on the other hand thousands of slum dwellers in J&K are
facing starvation.
According to reports the slum
dwellers in Kartholi area of Bari
Brahmana are without food for
days tighter. Likewise over two
thousand slum dwellers in Channi
and hundreds in Muthi area are
having no food to eat while administration is in deep slumber.
This report today visited
Kartholi area of Bari Brahmana
and talked to slum dwellers there
who said that they are craving to
get one time food, although some
social NGOs and RSS volunteers
are providing the ration to the
needy people. They said that, for
last two days they are continuously
facing lot of trouble due to non
availability of ration in their slums
and their children are craving for
food.
They said some social organizations came outside their slums
and gave the food, although no any
officer of the district administration
came there to know about their
condition. Not only this the price of
the ration and vegetables has
become too expensive, and they
are unable to purchase the same.
Romesh Verma a labour who is
living in Ward No 6 area of
Kartholi Bari Brahmana said ``Our
children are without food and they
are craving for same. When they
went in Karyana shop to purchase
food grains they could not afford as
the price of flour has been hiked
many fold. When they asked shopkeeper about the reason, he said
that ration is not coming from market and the price of the vegetables
has also been hiked''. He appealed
to the Prime Minister of India and
Lieutenant Governor to listen the
grievances of the poor people
because there is nothing left to eat.
He also said that Prime
Minister is speaking that the three
months ration will be given to the
poor people and no any poor will
sleep without food but this statement is totally confined to
announcement only.
He also requested to the

Court grants bail,
remand through
WhatsApp video-call
Excelsior Correspondent
JAMMU, Mar 30: Hearing
cases through WhatsApp videocalls in order to avoid assembly of
people, Jammu district court
today granted bail and remand in
two cases.
Special Judge NIA/POTA/
TADA Court Subash C Gupta
granted 15 days judicial remand
of Shakir Bashir, Peer Tariq
Ahmed, lnsha Jan, Mohd Abass
and Waiz ul Islam, who were
arrested by the NIA in a case relating to martyrdom of 40 CRPF
men.
The court also granted default
bail of Mashood Ahmed, Mohd
Jaffer, Liyaqat Ali and Kousar
Hussain, who were allegedly
involved in Kishtwar militancy
case as police failed to produce
challan in time.

Lieutenant Governor to provide a
three months ration to them or send
back to their villages.
A female from
Sona,
Maharashtra at present in Kartholi
area of Bari Brahmana, said that
due the outbreak of Corona Virus ,
they are without work and slept
without food as the price of the
vegetables is increasing day by
day, She appealed to the district
administration to provide ration to
them so that they can feed their
children. If the system remains
same in the coming days they will
die of hunger, she added.
Another female namely Rajni
who is hailing from Madhya
Pradesh at present living in
Kartholi Bari Brahmana said that,
they are without ration and their
children are also facing lot of difficulties, if they want to purchase the
ration from market they can't
afford as the prices of ration, vegetables and milk are increasing day
by day.
``If the Government cannot
provide the ration to us then they
should send us back to our villages, so we will not die of starvation'', she added.

performed by priests inside the
Temple as per traditions furthermore, this will also be broadcast
live on social media from Sri
Raghunath Ji Temple so that devotees can participate virtually online
and pray from home. Mubarak
Singh also said that he hoped other
religious organisations across the
UT and country refrain from public
gatherings and celebrations as it is
a hazard to public health and safety during the Coronavirus outbreak.
Every year the Dharmarth
Trust along with other religious
and social organisations carry out a
Shobha Yatra from Sri Raghunath
Ji Mandir, through Jammu Old
City celebrating Ram Navami. It is
pertinent to mention that following
the Corona Virus outbreak and the
National Health Emergency, since
the 20th of March, the Dharmarth
Trust had closed all temples and
shrines under its management
across Jammu and Kashmir divisions not allowing entry of any visitors or pilgrims. The Trust has
announced that they will be fully
cooperating and strictly following
public safety and health guidelines
including orders issued by
Government authorities related to
the Corona Virus outbreak.

25 labourers at Gurdan, over 80 poor
families at Salani bridge await Govt’s help
Excelsior Correspondent

HC quashes detention of 5, orders release Slum dwellers without food for

foregoing reasons, this petition
is disposed of and detention
SRINAGAR, Mar 30: High
Order is quashed", court directCourt today directed for the
ed.
release of five detainees after it
Detenue Mohammad Akram
quashed their detention orders
Najar son of Abdul Gaffar Najar
and upheld the detention of
of Bicherwa Tehsil Kralgund
them.
was detained on 10.08.2016 by
Justice Tashi Rabstan after
District Kupwara District
perusal of the record of detenMagistrate, Kupwara under pretion pertaining to these five
ventive detention.
detenues and rival contentions
In his case, Justice Tashi
raised by their counsels and
while quashing the detention
counsels
appearing
for
order said there is no reasonable
Government quashed five
or acceptable explanation for
detention orders and directed
the delay. In a situation of turthe authorities to release them
moil as has been mentioned in
from the custody if they are not
grounds of detention, prompt
required in any other case.
action is imperative. It is, thereDetenue Sajad Ahmad Dar
fore, not possible for this Court
son of Sonaullah Dar of Methan
to be satisfied that detaining
Chanapora was ordered to be
authority had applied his mind
detained by District Magistrate,
and arrived at "real" and "genBudgam
vide
Order
uine" subjective satisfaction
no.DMB/PSA/28 of 2019 dated
that it was necessary to detain
10.07.2019.
the detenue to "prevent" him
In his case Justice Tashi,
from wrongdoing. The condisaid, if detune is not supplied
tion precedent, therefore, was
the material, on which detention
not present.
order is based, he will not be in
"For the foregoing reasons,
a position to make an effective
the petition is disposed of and
representation against his detendetention
Order
no.14tion order. "Failure on part of
DMK/PSA of 2016 dated
detaining authority to supply
10.08.2016, passed by District
material, relied at the time of
Magistrate, Kupwara, quashed",
Excelsior Correspondent
making detention order to
Court concluded.
detenue, renders detention order
District Magistrate, Budgam
JAMMU, Mar 30: Pawan
illegal and unsustainable", court
by Order no.DMB/PSA/59 of
Kumar Gupta, former Minister
recorded.
2019 dated 20.08.2019, placed
and MLA Udhampur donated
In the present case, Court
Shabir Ahmad Sofi son of
Rs 51000 to District Relief
said, the procedural requireAbdul Khaliq Sofi of Mazhama,
Fund Udhampur for fighting
ments have not been followed
against COVID-19.
Magam, Budgam under prevenand complied with by responWhile presenting a cheque
tive detention, with a view to
dents in letter and spirit and as a
of Rs 51000 to Dr Piyush
preventing him from acting in
corollary thereof, petition
Singla, District Development
any manner prejudicial to the
requires to be allowed and disCommissioner
Udhampur,
maintenance of public order.
posed of the petition after
Gupta applauded the efforts
It is this order, of which petiquashing the detention order.
being made by the District
tioner is aggrieved and chalDetenue Mohammad Iqbal
administration to contain the
lenged the detention on the
Dar alias Hilal alias Skindar son
pandemic in the District and
ground that the detenue is a
of Mohammad Yousuf Dar of
appealed the public in general
Government employee and not
Arreh District Kulgam was
to come forward for making
a criminal or a stone-pelter, yet
placed under preventive detendonations for this noble cause.
he has been detained on the
ground of being a stone pelter
because local intelligence people in villages often on the basis
of mistaken identity and to win
award from Government, have
created a racket.
Court upheld the said detention and said it is the responsibility for security of State, or
maintenance of public order, or
essential services and supplies,
rests on the Executive and it
must, therefore, have necessary
powers to order preventive
detention.
"Having said that, subjective
Strict curbs in place in Baramulla on Monday.
satisfaction of a detaining
-Excelsior/ Aabid Nabi
authority to detain a person or
not, is not open to objective
assessment by a Court. A Court
is not a proper forum to scrutinize the merits of administrative
decision to detain a person",
Justice Tashi said.
Court said, it should be kept
in mind by one and all that the
constitutional guarantee of such
freedoms and liberty is not
meant to be abused and misused
so as to endanger and threaten
the very foundation of the pattern of our free society in which
the guaranteed democratic freedom and personal liberty is
designed to grow and flourish.
"For the foregoing discussion,
the petition sans any merit and
Violators of lockdown being chased by cops in Mendhar town of Poonch district on Monday.
is, accordingly, dismissed",
-Excelsior/ Rahi Kapoor court concluded.

Pawan donates
Rs 51000 for fight
against COVID-19
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RAJOURI, Mar 30: At least
25 labourers hailing from
Ramban, stuck at Gurdan village of Rajouri and nearly 80
poor and hapless families living
in huts at the bank of Rajouri
river near Salani bridge are rendered without food and any
assistance from the District
Administration.
Reports from Gurdan area in
Rajouri said that some labourers
from Ramban area were
engaged at road construction
work at the village for the last
few months. They were living in
the huts near the village. Due to
lockdown, after Coronavirus
threat, no movement is allowed
in the area. The work has been
abandoned and these poor
labourers have also consumed
their money. Some village
Panchayat members arranged
food for them but no help has
been provided to these helpless
members of the labour class so
far
by
the
District
Administration.
Two
labourers
Abdul
Rehman and Parvez Ahmed,
hailing from Rajgarh area of
Ramban told the Excelsior on
phone that they want to go back
to their home but no arrangement has been made for their
return. They are facing starvation at Gurdan as they have
already consumed their money.
The local villagers rendered
them some help but any assistance from the Administration is
yet awaited.
Meanwhile, with the ongoing lockdown, about 80 families
of labour class residing in the

huts near Salani bridge at
Rajouri are also facing starvation. A few locals yet provided
some food items to a few families today but the assistance
from the Administration has not
reached up to these families so
far. Even the Food and Civil
Supplies Department has not
started home delivery to the
CAPD consumers in Rajouri
district so far despite all claims
of the senior Government officials. This has also been confirmed by the Assistant Director
FCS&CA, Rajouri Mukhtar
Lone. He claimed that it will be
commenced from Ist week of
April.

Pak violates
ceasefire
Excelsior Correspondent
JAMMU, Mar 30: Pakistani
troops engaged in firing and
mortar shelling along the Line
of Control (LoC) in Poonch district today in violation of the
ceasefire, officials said.
Pakistan Army violated the
ceasefire along the LoC by firing from small arms and
shelling with mortars in
Mankote sector, a defence
spokesman said.
Indian Army retaliated befittingly, he said.
There were a total of 646
incidents of ceasefire violations
along the International Border
(IB) as well as the Line of
Control (LoC) between January
1 and February 23 this year.
Over 3,200 ceasefire violations by Pakistan troops were
recorded in 2019.

