THURSDAY, AUGUST 26, 2021 (PAGE 4)

DAILY EXCELSIOR, JAMMU

From page 1

Terrorism, violence curse for
civilised society: LG
greater work exposure for students and scholars, will help
them learn a new set of skills
that the world wants our students and scholars to have at
present," Sinha said.
Applauding the University of
Kashmir for its remarkable
achievements and progress in
areas of academics, research and
extension education, Sinha hailed
the varsity Vice-Chancellor Prof
Talat Ahmad and his team of academicians and officers for facing
the emerging challenges in education with a sense of deep focus and
commitment.
"I am pleased to note that the
University of Kashmir has, over
the years, played a great role in the
country's academic development
while fostering international cooperation and establishing centers of
excellence in some critical areas of
study," the Chancellor said, urging
the passouts to help realise the
vision and mission of the
University by becoming its brand
ambassadors across the country
and abroad.
Appreciating the University
for figuring among top 50
Universities in the country in the
all-India ranking of Universities
under National Institutional
Ranking Framework (NIRF),
Sinha hoped that the varsity, with
its sustained focus on academics
and research, will surely figure
among top 25 varsities in near
future.
Asserting that it is an ardent
desire of teachers to see their students do better than them, the
Chancellor noted that the expertise
that teachers bring with them must
help spread the light of knowledge
across the student community to
help make them socially conscious
and responsible citizens.
Sinha said the students at present require up-skilling, re-skilling
and new-skilling to be able to compete at the national and international levels.
"It is the collective responsibility of teachers and students to take
this university to new heights of
academic excellence," he said.
During
the
Special
Convocation, a total of 409 gold
medals and one silver medal were
awarded including 308 in UG and
PG categories, 58 toppers from
different Schools on the campus
and 44 sponsored medals. 283 certificates were also given among
MPhil and PhD scholars from 42
teaching departments and Centers.
20 cash prizes of Rs 15,000 each
were also distributed among the
awardees.

Advisor to LG, Rajiv Rai
Bhatnagar, who shared the dais in
the first session, chaired the second session of the Special convocation as chief guest.
Earlier, KU Vice-Chancellor
Prof Talat Ahmad presented a
detailed profile of the University
of Kashmir, asserting that the
varsity aims to become a globally-acclaimed institution of higher learning and a hub of original, innovative and cutting-edge
research in key areas of local,
regional and global importance.
"We are committed to make
higher education more accessible
to people in remote areas of
Kashmir and provide a conducive
environment for teaching, learning, research and extension activities," he said.
Describing the flagship
National Education Policy-2020
as a revolutionary initiative in the
education sector, Prof Talat said
the University of Kashmir is
revising and revamping all aspects
of its education structure, including its regulation and governance,
in line with the NEP-2020.
"Following the NEP guidelines, our University has adopted
multidisciplinary and holistic education across the sciences, social
sciences, arts, humanities and
sports to ensure the unity and
integrity of all knowledge while
fostering creativity, critical-thinking and innovation among the student community," he said, thanking the LG and all other dignitaries for joining the 19th annual
convocation ceremony as well as
the special convocation.
The VC also congratulated the
students who were conferred upon
with their degrees, urging them to
make the best use of education
and training in building the UT
and the nation.
Registrar Dr Nisar A Mir conducted proceedings of the special
convocation and delivered a vote
of thanks.
Chief Secretary Dr Arun
Kumar Mehta, Secretary Higher
Education Sushma Chauhan,
Member
Parliament
from
Srinagar Dr Farooq Abdullah,
Mayor Srinagar Junaid Azim
Matoo, Divisional Commissioner
Kashmir Pandurang K Pole,
Inspector General of Police
Kashmir Vijay Kumar, Chairman
J&K Bank R K Chibber, ViceChancellors of various universities in J&K, former ViceChancellors, Deans and HoDs of
the University, Faculty Members
and officers attended the special
convocation.

Nehru reappointed VC of SVSU
consecutive term in a row for
another three years.
The order to this effect was
issued by Governor Haryana,
Bandaru Dattatrya. Raj Nahru
was appointed VC of India's first
Skill Development University
Haryana in the year 2015.
A son of the soil, Raj Nehru is
an alumni of MAM College
Srinagar and Gandhi College,
Jammu.
SVSU is offering special
privileges to the students of
Jammu & Kashmir by providing
some seats in all the skill courses.
There will be one seat reserved
for migrants from J&K under
Supernumerary seats - over and
above the sanctioned seats.
Nehru said that "SVSU is
providing this opportunity especially to the students of J&K by
allotting them some seats in the
skill courses. This privilege to the
students from J&K will give an
opportunity to learn the skill and
it will also help them to be selfreliant and self-independent, as
University is following the
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agenda of Kaushal Bharat
Kushal Bharat, where skill will
be provided to the maximum
number of students".
India's First Skill University
established in the State of
Haryana, Shri Vishwakarma
Skill University has started its
admission process for the new
academic Session of 2021-22 for
various Skill courses. Students
from all over India can apply for
the admission till 30th of
August. The Vice Chancellor of
the University said that SVSU is
offering various types of skill
courses for students all over
India.
Nehru informed that all the
courses in the University are
running on Earn while Learn
model, the programmes are
Industry oriented where students
will acquire skill according to
the Industry. Students will get
the opportunity to get theoretical
knowledge as well as practical
knowledge while working in the
prominent industries. Also
Students taking education in the
University are given a stipend
ranging from seven thousand
rupees to 10,000 during OJT by
the company depending on their
course and company.
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Speaker, 2 Cabinet Ministers to reach Leh
tomorrow to discuss strengthening of PRIs
Speaker Om Birla, Jal Shakti
Minister
Gajender
Singh
Shekhawat and Heavy Industries
Minister Mahendra Nath Pandey
will be visiting Leh on August
27 to discuss strengthening of
Panchayati Raj Institutions in
the Union Territory of Ladakh.
They will address function on
the PRIs in which Lieutenant
Governor of Ladakh Radha
Krishna Mathur, CEC-cumChairperson
Leh
Hill
Development Council Tashi
Gyalson
and
CEC-cumChairperson of Kargil Hill
Development Council Feroz Khan
will also be present.
Describing visit of the Lok
Sabha Speaker and two Cabinet
Ministers along with him as very
significant, sources said their
presence and study of situation
in the Union Territory of
Ladakh will definitely give push
to overall development of the
UT besides strengthening the
Panchayati Raj Institutions.
Sources expressed confidence
that visit of the Speaker and two
senior Cabinet Ministers will help
in further empowerment of the
Panchayati Raj Institutions in
Ladakh.
Meanwhile, National Board
for Wildlife Welfare has given
clearance for construction of 10
roads in Ladakh.
This was announced by
Lieutenant Governor of Ladakh
Radha Krishna Mathur in a tweet.
Extending
gratitude
to
Minister for Environment, Forests
and Climate change and Labour
and Employment Bhupender
Yadav for clearance of roads,
Mathur tweeted: "this will speed
up pace of development activities
in the region''.
Union Minister for Tourism,
Culture and Development and
North East Development G
Kishan Reddy will be virtually
addressing a function for
tourism promotion in Ladakh
tomorrow.
"The objective of the event is to
promote Ladakh as a tourist destination with focus on aspects of
adventure, culture and responsible
tourism The event aims to provide
indigenous product knowledge to
the industry stakeholders and also a
platform to local stakeholders for
interaction with the tour operators/buyers from rest of the country,'' an official statement said.
The three days' event will
include activities like exhibition,
panel discussions, B2B meetings,
technical tours, cultural evening to
showcase tourism facilities and
tourism products of Ladakh.
The event named as "Ladakh:
New Start, New Goals" is being
organized in Leh from 26th -28th
August 2021. During the event "A
Tourism Vision for Ladakh" document would be unveiled which
focuses on overall development of
the Ladakh UT. The document
envisioned promoting tourism in
the backdrop of sustainable ecological practices, building on local

material and human resources.
Member of Parliament of Ladakh
Jamyang Tsering Namgyal;
Secretary of Tourism & Culture,
UT Ladakh K Mehboob Ali Khan;
Secretary of Ministry of Tourism,
GoI Arvind Singh and other dignitaries will also attend the event.
The Ministry of Tourism, Govt.
of India in collaboration with
Department
of
Tourism,
Administration of Union Territory
of Ladakh and Adventure Tour
Operators Association of India
(ATOAI) is organizing the event.
"Domestic tourism plays an
important role in the overall
development of the tourism sector in India. Ministry of Tourism
undertakes various promotional
activities for the promotion of
domestic tourism and these
activities are primarily aimed at
increasing awareness about
tourism destinations and products, promoting domestic
tourism with focus on priority
areas like the North East, Union
Territory of Ladakh and Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir.
"Even though the COVID 19
pandemic has impacted the world
in an unprecedented manner and
brought it to a standstill, the signs
of recovery have been witnessed
and the movement of people across
the country has started and every
means of travel i.e. airlines, trains
and highways has reported regular
increase in visitors' traffic in the
domestic tourism segment. The
Ministry has aggressively started
tourism promotions with participation of the industry stakeholders. Ministry of Tourism has been
promoting Ladakh in domestic as
well as in international markets
through various campaigns and
initiatives such as Dekho Apna
Desh wherein a dedicated webinar
on Ladakh was conducted.
Promotion of Ladakh is also
undertaken through Incredible
India Website, Social Media platforms of the Ministry, printing of
flyers etc,'' the statement said.
The event is expected to be
attended by approximately 150 participants who include opinion makers, tour operators, hoteliers, diplomats, home stay owners, senior officials from Government of India and
UT Administration of Ladakh.
Meanwhile,
the
Parliamentary Committee on
Urban Development Department headed by Jagdambika Pal
today reached Leh and met senior officers of Ladakh UT administration and Chairman-cumCEC of Leh Hill Development
Council Tashi Gyalson.
They discussed various aspects
of Urban development in the Union
Territory of Ladakh.
The Committee will be in Leh
for two days.
Few
days
back,
the
Parliamentary Standing Committee
on Home Affairs headed by veteran
Congress leader Anand Sharma
and Public Account Committee led
by Adhir Ranjan Chowdhary had
also visited Ladakh.

BSF, ITBP, BPRD get new heads
He will take charge on August
31 after the retirement of IPS officer and ITBP DG S S Deswal,
who is holding additional charge
of the BSF DG after the tenure of
Gujarat cadre officer Rakesh
Asthana ended in July.
Singh's father and retired IPS
officer Prakash Singh also headed
the Border Security Force (BSF)
as its DG in the past.
The BSF is about 2.65 lakh

over the possibility of rise in activities of various terror groups
including the Lashkar-e-Toiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed from Talibancontrolled Afghanistan.
Admiral Aquilino largely
talked about challenges facing
the Indo-Pacific, noting that it is
the most consequential region
for the future.
"The attack on the rules-based
international order that allows freedom of navigation for all is certainly one of the most critical challenges," he said
"That freedom of navigation
allows two-thirds of the world's
economy to flow through the
South China Sea. One-quarter of
the world's liquid natural gas flows
through the area. It is critical for the
prosperity of all the nations and
when it is challenged and potentially confronted, that will negatively
impact all the nations in the
region," Admiral Aquilino said.
He described the challenges as
the "foundational security concern".
"There are many more. There
is economic coercion, there is corruption. There are challenges that
the Indians, specifically with
regard to sovereignty on the Line
of Actual Control...There are rules
against the people of Hong Kong,"
he said. (PTI)

PSC on Home Affairs says delay in
projects, red tapism in bureaucracy
should be improved at the earliest.
The Panel members also visited border areas and raised concern
over the pathetic conditions of the
roads leading to Border Out Posts.
"The Parliamentary Panel
reportedly observed that in a tense
situation, security forces have to
mobilise troops in a short period of
time, thus, the roads have to be
improved," the sources said.
In
Ladakh,
the
Parliamentary
Standing
Committee on Home Affairs
members was briefed about
delay in releasing funds for
development works which generally remains underutilised
because of the delay, the sources
further said.
With an aim to review the
administration and development
of the region and review the working conditions of Central Police
Forces, the Parliamentary Panel
visited the two UTs after two

months when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met top politicians
of Jammu and Kashmir on June
24.
It was the first high-level interaction between the Central
Government and political leaders
from J&K after August 5, 2019,
when the Centre revoked the special status of Jammu and Kashmir
and bifurcated it into two Union
Territories.
A number of Parliamentary
Committees are on visit of the
Union Territories of Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh. The Public
Accounts Committee had visited
Kashmir and Ladakh last week
while the Parliamentary Panel on
Urban Development after visiting
the Valley today reach Leh. The
Parliamentary
Panel
on
Commerce will reach Leh tomorrow. Some other Committees have
also toured Kashmir.

Kabra gets addl charge
Administrative
Secretary,
Department
of
Disaster
Management, Relief, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction, in
addition to his own duties, till
further orders.

Mahmood is new President of PoK
against his rival joint opposition
candidate Mian Abdul Waheed,
who got 16 votes.
He succeeded Sardar Masood
Khan whose tenure ended on
August 24.
Mahmood also served as the
Prime Minister of PoK between
July 1996 - July 2001. He is the
PTI's regional president and was
elected as a Member of the
Legislative Assembly from LA-3,
Mirpur-III.
India has rejected the recent

Those who raise voice against
BJP are jailed: Mehbooba

in Pakistan especially those
belonging to Lashkar-e-Toiba
(LeT) and Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) outfits.
Ahead of Independence Day,
large quantity of explosive material was seized in Punjab which had
been dropped using drones from
Pakistan. In Jammu also, several
cases of dropping of IEDs through
drones have been noticed even as
many such attempts have been
foiled by the Army and BSF on
Line of Control and International
Border.
Sources said Army and BSF
were also concerned over
takeover of Afghanistan by
Taliban. Though they are prepared for any kind of challenge
on the borders, they are watching the situation keenly at the
moment.
Sources said security forces
were fully prepared to deal with
any kind of challenges on the borders including Taliban.

J&K not paying serious attention towards
transparency audit of RTI Act disclosures
Authorities should proactively
disclose the names of the thirdparty auditors on their websites.
For carrying out third-party
audit through outside consultants also, Public Authorities
should utilize their plan/nonplan funds”.
“Not only before the bifurcation of erstwhile State of Jammu
and Kashmir into two Union
Territories even after that no serious attention has so far been paid
towards ensuring transparency
audit of the disclosures under the
Right to Information Act”, official sources told EXCELSIOR,
adding “the most shocking aspect
is that even majority of the Public
Authorities in this Union
Territory
are
completely
unaware of the DoPT order”.
They further said, “this is mainly because neither the Public
Authorities themselves took any initiative
nor
the
General
Administration Department of
J&K, which has a key role to play in
this regard, came forward to guide
the Public Authorities in order to
ensure compliance of DoPT order”.
As per the DoPT order, the
Central
Information
Commission is required to examine third-party audit reports for
each Public Authority and offer
advice/recommendations.
Moreover, the Commission is
supposed to carry out sample

audit of few of the Public
Authorities each year with regard
to adequacy of items included as
well as compliance of the Public
Authority with these guidelines.
They further said: There is no
justification behind not paying serious attention towards DoPT order
as a report titled ‘Transparency
Audit: Towards an Open and
Accountable Government” was
prepared under the auspices of the
Central Information Commission
(CIC) in the year 2015 which outlined the framework of conducting
disclosure audit to verify and
authenticate disclosure of information.
The main objective of this
exercise is two-fold. One is to
make a thorough assessment of
voluntary disclosures and the
other is to indicate the areas and
directions for increasing transparency in Public Authorities.
This exercise is aimed at taking
stock of, and to assess, quantitative and qualitative compliance
by Public Authorities of the mandated suo motu disclosures under
Section 4 of the RTI Act; identifying the areas for improvement in
information disclosure by Public
Authorities and to suggest measures for improving the content
and quality of the disclosures as
well as to identify the areas
requiring special focus or impetus
in terms of disclosures.

Deputationist has no right to
remain on deputation: HC
furnished to the General
Administration Department of
the Government of Jammu and
Kashmir with the request that
the said surplus staff be adjusted/
deployed
in
other
Government Departments so
that the expenditure on account
of monthly establishment/ salary
cost may be reduced.
The Government, in the
General
Administration
Department, as stated, took up the
matter with the Industries &
Commerce Department and, after
obtaining the requisite 'No
Objection' from them, deployed
the aforesaid surplus staff in various Government Departments.
It is pleaded that the petitioneremployees are discharging their
duties in the said Government
Departments to the best satisfaction of their superior officers.
However, in terms of the
Government Order No. 255-

JK(GAD) of 2021 dated 22nd of
March, 2021, they stand repatriated to their parent Organization to
which they are aggrieved of.
Justice Ali Mohammad
Magrey said there is no merit in the
instant petition and dismissed the
same accordingly by recording that
the application of the provisions of
Article 52 of the Jammu and
Kashmir
Civil
Service
Regulations, 1956, itself, which, in
no uncertain terms, emphasize that
the reversion of a 'deputationist'
can be at any stage, either by the
lending or the borrowing
Department
"That a 'deputationist' has no
vested right to remain on the cadre
of the Department where deputed.
There, thus, is nothing wrong in
repatriation of the Petitioners on
the cadre posts of their parent
Department which they were holding in substantive position", Justice
Magrey concluded.

Admn Secys, other officers defy
Govt order on Move offices

Amit Sharma, Chief Executive
Officer, JaKeGA shall also hold the
charge of Administrative Secretary,
Information
Technology
Department, in addition to his own Jammu to redress the grievduties, till further orders.
ances of masses of the two
regions but the same practice
has not been enforced on
elections in PoK, saying the "cos- ground adding to the woes of
metic exercise" was nothing but an common masses of Jammu.
attempt by Pakistan to "camouThe
Administrative
flage its illegal occupation" and Secretaries, as per order, were
that it has lodged a strong protest asked to monitor functioning of
over the issue.
their offices both in Jammu and
Reacting strongly on the elec- Srinagar as well, sources said.
tions in the PoK, Ministry of
They said the presence of
External Affairs spokesperson Administrative Secretaries in
Arindam Bagchi said that Pakistan Jammu region will ensure the
has "no locus standi on these direct access of people to the conIndian territories" and it must cerned authorities at the helm of
vacate all Indian areas under its affairs besides improving the work
illegal occupation. (PTI)
culture in Jammu Secretariat
which at present seems lacking on
various fronts due to continuos
presence of Administrative
and there were 2163 casualties.
Secretaries at Srinagar.
The Union Territory of Ladakh
Sources said the issue has also
registered only one COVID posi- generated a lot of resentment
tive case today, which was report- among general masses of Jammu
ed from Leh district.
region who feel totally cheated.
Ladakh now has 55 active positive cases.
In Kashmir division, 100 new
Excelsior Correspondent
COVID positive cases were
reported today.
JAMMU, Aug 25: The train
service between Katra Mata
Vaishnodevi- Jammu and Delhi
was restored today after the
farmers lifted dharna from the
in Delhi between Prime Minister track in Jalandhar and Phagwara
Narendra Modi and political par- last evening.
ties from Jammu and Kashmir, the
Station
Superintendent,
PDP chief said that she had told
the prime minister during the Jammu, Rajeev Sabharwal said
meeting that suppression and that operation of trains including
harassment of people should end. both passenger and goods from
She claimed that over 1,000 Jammu, Udhampur and Katra
people from Jammu and Kashmir was restored today after the
are still lodged in various jails of higher authorities in the
Northern Railways gave green
the country.

126 +ve cases in J&K, one in Ladakh

Top Army, BSF officers meet amid
Taliban challenge, drone attacks

the BSF. Common issues of
training and equipment profile of BSF and challenges of
border management were also
deliberated upon.
The chairman highlighted
the importance of developing a
joint security force culture to
thwart nefarious designs of
inimical elements.
During the wars of 1965,
1971
and
'Operation
PARAKRAM', Indian Army and
BSF operated together towards a
common purpose of defending
the national borders.
"The same spirit of jointmanship and cooperation continues till
this day,'' the chairman said.
It may be mentioned here that
both Jammu and Punjab were facing increase in dropping of arms,
To subscribe Excelsior Internet Edition, send-e-mail at: ammunition and explosives
subscription@dailyexcelsior.com
through drones from Pakistan
For complaints regarding newspaper delivery or Advertisement either by their Inter-Services
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Intelligence (ISI) or militants based

The Quad comprises India, the
US, Japan and Australia.
Gen Rawat said New Delhi
was concerned about the possibility of terrorist activities from
Afghanistan impacting India and
contingency plans were put into
place to deal with such a challenge.
"From India's perspective, we
were anticipating a Taliban
takeover of Afghanistan. We were
concerned about how the terrorist
activities from Afghanistan could
overflow into India," he said.
"And to that extent, our contingency planning had been ongoing
and we are prepared for it. Yes, the
timelines certainly surprised us.
We were anticipating this thing
happening maybe a couple of
months down the line," he added.
Gen Rawat said the Taliban has
not changed in the last 20 years and
only its partners have changed.
"It is pretty much the same; it is
the same Taliban that was there 20
years ago. News reports and
reports from the expats who have
come from there are all telling us
the kind of activities the Taliban is
into. All that has happened is that
the partners have now changed. It
is the same Taliban with different
partners," Gen Rawat observed.
His comments came in the
backdrop of mounting concerns

personnel in strength.
The
Government
also
appointed 1988-batch IPS officers Sanjay Arora (Tamil Nadu
cadre) and Balaji Srivastav
(AGMUT cadre) as the new
heads of the Indo-Tibetan Border
Police (ITBP) and the Bureau of
Police Research and Development (BPRD), a Government
three Rajouri and one each in
think tank on police subjects.
Kishtwar, Ramban and Reasi dis(PTI)
tricts. Udhampur and Samba districts didn't report any fresh cases.
Twenty four persons today
recovered from the virus.
Jammu region now has
However, on the front of vac- 1,22,861 Corona cases. Among
cinating the HCWs, the target is them, 354 are active positives
yet to be met despite the fact vac- while 1,20,344 have recovered
cination when it began in January
this year, the HCWs were the first
beneficiaries.
As of now, after the passage of
over 7 months, only 86% of lying that all the political leaders
HCWs have received the first dose
have been released from jails as
of the vaccine, while only half of
the registered HCWs so far have many political leaders are still
there.
been fully vaccinated.
She also admitted that the leadThe FLWs who were the second in line to receive the vaccine ers in her party have run away but
jab after the HCWs, only 88% of said that the workers in her party
the registered FLWs have received are still standing as they have been
the first dose of the vaccine, while with the party before, and they are
only 60% of them so far have been with them even today.
Referring to the June meeting
fully vaccinated.

J&K expecting to vaccinate
above 18 population in next 80 days
having received both the jabs,
while as Jammu is leading in
administering both the doses
of the vaccine to the beneficiaries falling under the category.
Overall, as per the officials,
they are expecting to cover the
18+ population across the UT in
the next 78 days as the administration is currently administering
over 45000 vaccine doses on average per day.
About the average per day
doses, Jammu is administering the
highest of over 6000 doses per
day, followed by Budgam with
over 4600 doses, Anantnag with
over 4400 doses and around 4000
doses per day in district Srinagar.

Any terror activity from Taliban
will be firmly dealt with: CDS

"Our files concerning various
works are pending in Civil
Secretariat, Jammu and we have
approached many times to the
concerned offices in Jammu but
every time we were told that concerned Administrative Secretary is
in Srinagar and the file has to be
seen by him", said Anil Kumar a
socio political activist from Dansal
area of Jammu.
He said people were told that
Administrative Secretaries will
function 15 days of a month at
Jammu Secretariat and for rest 15
days at summer Secretariat at
Srinagar but this order has
remained confined to files only.
This way people of this region feel
cheated as neither they are able to
visit Summer Secretariat , Srinagar
in view of COVID nor the officers
attend the Secretariat offices in
Jammu to clear files and look into
the grievances of the people of this
region, he added.

Train services restored between Jammu-Delhi
signal last night. The train services remained suspended for five
days due to protest of farmers on
the rail track in Punjab.
He said after the clearance
of the track by the joint teams
late last evening, the trains were
allowed to move from both
sides. Amritsar-Ludhiana-Delhi
route has also been made operational. He said except Dhuranto
and Utter Sampark Kranti, all the
trains operated from J&K today.
The rush of passengers has
already been cleared by operating a few trains through diverted
routes, he added.

