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This land was conferred to
them under the Jammu and
Kashmir State land (vesting of
ownership) Act also called the
Roshni Act by a committee com-
prising the then Deputy
Commissioner Pulwama, Mehraj
Ahmed Kakroo, Additional DC
Iftikar ul Hasnain Bari and
Assistant Commissioner Revenue
Mohd Rajab Bhat.

The committee had allegedly
acted on a recommendation of the

then Tehsildar Pulwama Mohd
Hussain Mir, Naib Tehsildar
Kakapora Mohd Maqbool
Ahanger, Girdawar Kakapora
Ghulam Ahmad Sheikh and
Patwari Abdul Razak Wagay.

The recommendation to han-
dover the land was given despite
the knowledge that a portion of
the land was falling within 75/50
feet of the main road, which was
not permissible for vesting of
ownership rights, they said. (PTI)

CBI books ex DC in Roshni scam

Bench of J&K High Court. The
High Court on December 31,
while hearing the appeal filed by
the persons whose land was
acquired for the purpose of the
project, had directed for main-
taining status quo with regard to
the land in question.

The executing agency of the
project National Highway and
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Ltd (NHIDCL) chal-
lenged the order of High Court
before the Supreme Court on var-
ious grounds. Before filing of
appeal by the aggrieved persons
they had approached the writ
court and the writ court dismissed
their plea by recording that there
is no merit in their petition by
challenging the land acquisition
for the purpose of project.

Their plea was dismissed by
the then Acting Chief Justice of
High Court on the ground made
by the counsels appearing for
executing agency as well as
Government advocates Seema
Shekhar (Sr. AAG) and Ashish
Singh Kotwal that major part of
the acquired land is owned by the
State and the aggrieved petition-
ers not shown to be owners of the
acquired land and the project is of
public importance as the road
caters to need of armed forces in
border areas.

Court had said that the chal-
lenge of acquisition process has
been made of a very small portion
of land and after the announce-
ment of award. The project as per
the court also is of immense pub-
lic importance and major part of
that is already complete and
remaining working has hampered
due to litigation and restraint
orders from court.

The four lanning project of
the said road is a Government of
India funded project and the argu-
ments made by the counsel for
aggrieved persons court said, do
not carry any weight with regard
to knowledge about the acquisi-
tion of land much before even the
notification was issued.

Apart from road widening, a
flyover is also being constructed
and out of 126 pillars for the said
flyover, about 99 have already
been constructed and the said
project also got stalled due to
pending litigation filed by the

aggrieved persons.
Court with regard to compen-

sation part, has been informed
that there is error in payment
process to the rightful owners and
the same can be corrected and the
compensation can be paid to the
persons who are rightful owners
of the acquired land.

NHIDCL counsel Ashish
Kotwal submitted before the
court that the challenge to the
acquisition process by the persons
whose land is very small in por-
tion out of the total acquired land
does not required to be interfered
with as the project is near com-
pletion.

The road as per the brief
record connects the sensitive bor-
der areas in Jammu and Kashmir
as it leads form Jammu to
Akhnoor and thereafter Poonch-
Rajouri and further leads to
Kashmir via Mughal road.

The road at present is merely
of two lane and is being widened
by making it four lane in order to
cater cross traffic. The
Government of India has taken all
the projects for improving infra-
structural facilities especially the
connectivity in the border areas
with priority. 

"Any acquisition process can-
not be stalled on account of tech-
nical issues raised, where the
project is of national importance
and the affected persons already
had knowledge of the acquisi-
tion", Court had said while dis-
missing their basic plea.

Writ court on informing of
completion of work of almost 80
percent on the project dismissed
the plea by saying that at this
stage it will not be in larger pub-
lic interest to quash the acquisi-
tion.

"If the aforesaid works are
not completed there would be loss
of crores of rupees of public
exchequer and any delay in com-
pletion of the project will result in
compromising with the security
of the country", read the writ
court judgment.

Writ court, however, for the
relief of payment of compensa-
tion to the rightful owners and
possession of land more than
acquired said, the competent
authority shall take appropriate
action in this regard.

SC paves way for construction of NH

implementation of General
Administration Department, Govt.
Of Jammu and Kashmir...In terms
of which ownership of 8.23 per
cent out of its (J&K Govt.) share-
holding in Jammu and Kashmir
Bank (4,58,29,445 Equity Shares)
as on October 31, 2019, shall be

transferred to UT of Ladakh," the
bank said in a regulatory filing.

One post of director on the
Board of the J&K Bank is ear-
marked for the UT of Ladakh.

The Union Territory status
came into effect from October 31.
(PTI)

J&K Bank to shift 8.23% stake to Ladakh

against PAGD alliance or its
leaders", he said.

"We convened a meeting of
our leaders yesterday and deliber-
ated on the issue in detail. The
predominant feeling in the meet-
ing was that the PAGD sentiment
at top was not emulated on the
ground. It was felt that the results
of a sincere alliance should have
meant that "the whole is greater
than the sum of its parts"," the let-
ter read, adding, "Instead, "the
whole was not greater than the
sum of parts, sadly not even equal
to the sum of parts, but much less-
er and equal to just one part of the
many parts." If you remove the
inverted commas, the sad reality
that emerges is that in majority of
the places the party fielding the
candidate on behalf of PAGD was
left to fend for itself and secured
the votes that his party managed.
In most places other parties were
silent bystanders or worst com-
pounded the problem by fielding
proxy candidates."

The DDC elections, Lone
said, per se may not matter institu-
tionally. "But these elections were
distinctive by virtue of the timing.
Firstly, the context of these DDC
elections was politically very
important. It was the first election
post August 5. And secondly it
was a combined show of strength
of a majority of the J&K political
mainstream. It was less of an elec-
tion more of an opportunity to
send a strong unanimous political
message", he said. 

"On the face of it, PAGD
won these elections unambigu-
ously having won the maximum
number of seats. We can't hide
statistics and apart from the
number of seats that PAGD

won, other important statistical
variable in the context of
August 5 is the number of votes
polled against the PAGD,"
Lone said, adding, "We believe
that the votes polled against the
PAGD are majorly the votes
cast by proxies of PAGD con-
stituent parties against official
PAGD candidates. And the net
outcome of selectively voting
for and against PAGD is a very
poor vote share. This is certain-
ly not the vote share that people
of J and K deserved post
August 5."

Lone said that the party lead-
ers in Srinagar looked at the sta-
tistics but out there on the ground
people look at "our actions and
our intentions." 

"They are eye witnesses to
our actions. They are the actors in
the political theatre scripted by
us. And we think that people don't
know what we were up to. People
know that blinded by political
greed we fielded candidates
against each other and the ques-
tion they are asking, if we can't
trust the PAGD leadership on
something as basic as a DDC seat
how can we trust them for larger
issues," Lone said, adding, "We
might have inflicted irreversible
damage on to ourselves and on to
the very people that we are sup-
posed to represent. Trust between
allying partners who have been
rivals all along can be very elu-
sive and extremely fragile proxies
have made it perpetually elusive."

Lone said that the PAGD
needed sacrifice. "Every party
had to sacrifice on the ground in
terms of giving space to fellow
allies. No party is willing to cede
space, no party is willing to sacri-
fice. We fought against each other
in Kashmir province not against
the perpetrators of August 5. And
those who perpetrated August 5
and their minions are now vocal-
ly gleeful."

vaccine.
Further, the authorities have

been permitted to use offline
mode for vaccination in view of
slow speed of Internet due to 2G
network and upload the data later.

The vaccination will be given
five days a week in Jammu and
Kashmir instead of four days now
onwards i.e. Sunday, Monday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday.
Only Wednesday and Sunday
besides the Gazetted holidays will
be off days. Earlier, the vaccination
drive was planned four days a
week.

Meanwhile, former Director
SKIMS and a renowned scien-
tist, Dr Muhammad Sultan
Khuroo also took his first vac-
cine shot at the SKIMS today
and said that he was doing per-
fectly fine.

On the other side, all the
recipients of the vaccine on
January 16 and those who were
given the vaccine after that are

said to be doing well.
In this regard, a video mes-

sage was put out by the Director
SKIMS, Dr A G Ahanger in
which he said that he along with
his other colleagues are doing
well post getting the vaccine shot.

“I took the first shot, and I am
feeling good so are others, Prof
Khuroo also took his shot today
and was observed; he is in front of
me and is doing well,” Dr Ahanger
said in his video message.

He also added that there was
no need of paying heed to the
negative campaign that has been
allegedly started and also that
such assertions are not acceptable
without any solid evidence.

“There is no need to pay heed
to the negative campaign
launched as this is the only cure
and only way to end the pandem-
ic. People should come forward
to take benefits of the vaccine,”
he said.

Co-WIN App almost collapses,
badly hits vaccination in J&K

Talking to reporters about
preparations for the next
Parliament session, beginning
January 29, Birla also said the
Parliament canteens will now be
run by ITDC in place of Northern
Railways.

Birla said all Members of
Parliament will be requested to
undergo the COVID-19 test before
the start of the Budget session.

While Rajya Sabha will sit
from 9 am to 2 pm, Lok Sabha
will function in the second half
from 4-8 pm. The Question Hour
will be allowed during the session

for an already fixed time of one
hour.

He said all arrangements have
also been made for RTPCR
COVID-19 tests of MPs near their
residence.

In Parliament premises, the
RTPCR tests will be conducted on
January 27-28, while arrange-
ments have also been made for
these tests of families and staff
members of MPs.

Birla said the vaccination
drive policy finalised by the
Centre and States will apply to
Parliamentarians as well. (PTI)
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achieve the benchmarks in core
areas to receive the borrowings
from the Government of India”,
sources said quoting the direc-
tions issued by the Chief
Secretary in the meeting,
adding “the Chief Secretary has
explicitly told the concerned
Administrative Secretaries to
put in their best efforts forward
to ensure the release of funds
from the Government of India
at the earliest”.

No doubt Jammu and
Kashmir Union Territory has
made substantial progress in the
Business Reforms Action Plan
but much is required to be done
especially in the light of the fact
that under the 4th edition of State
Reform Action Plan 2019
announced by the Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman in
the month of September last year
the ranking of Jammu and
Kashmir was 21st.

As far as One Nation One
Ration Card is concerned, J&K
had joined the initiative of the
Government of India which
enables ration cardholders to
access PDS benefits from any fair
price shop in the country in the
month of August last year.

About power sector reforms,
the Government of J&K UT in
the month of June last year had
constituted a Task Force headed
by Principal Secretary, Power
Development Department and
comprising of Managing
Directors of Jammu Power
Distribution Corporation
Limited, Kashmir Power
Distribution Corporation Limited
and J&K Power Transmission
Corporation Limited.

“The initiatives to be imple-
mented by the Task Force

include Rs 90,000 crore liquidi-
ty infusion to DISCOMS as a
concessional loan offering by
PFC &REC Limited, tariff pol-
icy reforms encompassing con-
sumer rights, promotion of
industry and sustainability of
power sector and distribution
reforms in power sector”,
sources said while disclosing
that Chief Secretary has direct-
ed the Task Force to make all
out efforts to achieve the objec-
tive behind its constitution.

About benchmark relating to
Urban Local Body Revenues,
sources said, “either the Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
has to issue directions for the
imposition of Property Tax to pave
the way for generation of revenue
for the Municipal Corporations,
Municipal Councils and
Municipal Committees or find out
some alternative”.

In the month of October last
year, the Union Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) had empowered
the Government of Union
Territory of Jammu and Kashmir
to impose Property Tax through
the Municipal Corporations,
Municipal Councils and
Municipal Committees in their
respective areas.

The powers were vested by
way of several amendments in the
Jammu and Kashmir Municipal
Act, 2000 and Jammu and
Kashmir Municipal Corporation
Act, 2000 carried through the
Jammu and Kashmir
Reorganization (Adaptation of
State Laws) Order, 2020. Earlier,
there were no explicit provisions
vis-a-vis imposition of Property
Tax in both these laws enacted by
the Legislature of erstwhile State
of Jammu and Kashmir.

Achieve specified core benchmarks
expeditiously: CS to Admn Secys

all the other deceased were from
villages in Banswara district in
south Rajasthan, police said.

The tragedy took place near
Kosamba village, around 60 km
from Surat, police said. The truck
driver, who apparently lost con-
trol over the vehicle after hitting a
sugarcane laden tractor, has been
booked under sections of the IPC
and Motor Vehicles Act, police
said.

The truck driver and the vehi-
cle's 'cleaner' were also injured in
the accident and are being treated
at a hospital.

The truck ran over the migrant
construction workers on the Kim-
Mandvi road shortly after mid-
night, Surat SP Usha Rada said.

The truck driver lost control
over his vehicle after dashing
against the tractor and veered off
the road onto the pavement where
the workers were sleeping, she said.

"The truck was on its way to
Mandvi from Kim. The driver
lost control of the vehicle after it
hit sugarcane hanging out of the
tractor trolley coming from the
opposite direction.

"The truck's front window
pane shattered on impact, which
blocked the driver's vision. The
truck then veered off the road and
crashed into the sleeping labour-
ers," she said.

Three workers injured in the

tragedy are being treated in a
nearby hospital, the police official
said.

The deceased were identfied
as Rahul Mahida (19), Manisha
Mahida (19), Vanita Mahida (17),
Sangeeta Vasunia (27), Champa
Panda (16), Naresh Panda (25),
Rajila Mahida (25), Vikesh
Mahida (27), Shakan Vasunia
(21), Mukesh Mahida (25), Lila
Mahida (22), Anita Mahida (40),
Dilip Vasania (20), Shobha
Vasania (23) and one-year-old
girl Tejal Mahida.

Except Rahul Mahida, a
native of Madhya Pradesh, all
other victims were from
Rajasthan, police said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi announced that ex-gratia of
Rs two lakh from the Prime
Minister's National Relief Fund
would be given to the next of kin
of each person killed in the acci-
dent and Rs 50,000 would be
given to each injured.

"The loss of lives due to a
truck accident in Surat is tragic.
My thoughts are with the
bereaved families. Praying that
the injured recover at the earli-
est," the PMO tweeted, quoting
Modi.

Gujarat Chief  Minister Vijay
Rupani also announced compen-
sation of Rs two lakh to the kin of
each deceased. (PTI)

14 workers, girl crushed to death

PC pulls out of PAGD over
proxy candidates’ issue

Subsidy in Parliament canteens ends

presence of Dr Abdullah,
strongly opposed any kind of
alliance with the Congress say-
ing such a tie-up has always
harmed National Conference
politically.

They were of the view that the
Congress had created chaos and
confusion in the DDC elections.

"Dr Abdullah patiently lis-
tened to the views of the party
leaders but didn't commit any-
thing,'' insiders said.

On results and formation of
majority in the DDCs, insiders
said, Dr Abdullah was of the view
that they had contested the DDC
polls in large perspective to show
to the world that the National
Conference existed and added:
"we have proved this''.

Dr Abdullah said a mass out-
reach programme would be
undertaken across Jammu and
Kashmir to galvanize the party at
the grassroots level.

He exhorted the cadre across
the Union Territory to remain
steadfast in their resolve of serv-
ing people and strengthening
bonds of inclusiveness.

Dr Abdullah said "All eyes are
watching how National
Conference has emerged as a big
political force in Jammu and
Kashmir in its own right."

He was referring to the recent-
ly held District Development
Council elections, which saw the
People's Alliance for Gupkar
Declaration (PAGD) sweeping the
polls by winning 110 seats. The
NC is a constituent of the PAGD.

Dr Abdullah said the massive

support despite numerous chal-
lenges is reflective of the deep
faith of the people in the National
Conference, which has met the
challenges with courage and forti-
tude.

"The strength of the party
emanates from the people at
ground zero and there is a need to
channelize this support for the bet-
terment of the people, irrespective
of caste, creed, region or religion,"
he said.

"A big mass outreach would
be undertaken across Jammu and
Kashmir to galvanize the party at
the grassroots level," the NC chief
said.

Dr Abdullah said the NC has
all along cherished the great val-
ues of the pluralistic ethos that has
actually been a binding force
between the regions and religions.

"This spirit has not only to be
sustained but promoted in a big
way to keep at bay the divisive
forces," he said.

The former Chief Minister
said the people are the real foun-
tain of power and the power is not
to rule but to serve humanity.

"This has been the core of our
political philosophy," he added.

Dr Abdullah complimented
the people in general and the party
cadre in particular for their com-
mitment to the secular ethos and
hoped that this glorious tradition
will continue to inspire the gener-
ations.

He said unity in diversity is
the real strength of Jammu and
Kashmir. "This is what has seen
us overcome all the challenges."

We proved our worth in
DDC polls: Farooq

Ayaaz Ahmad Bhat son of
Ghulam Rasool Bhat, a resident
of Shirpora Bala was apprehend-
ed and one Chinese pistol, one
magazine and 7 live rounds were
recovered from him," police said.

A case FIR No. 11 of 2021
under Sections 13, 16, 18, 20
UAPA and 7/25IA Act has been
registered at PS Anantnag in this
regard.

And  acting upon another
information that militants were
planning to lob grenade in
Anantnag town, security forces

laid surprise nakas at multiple
places.

"During checking, one mili-
tant associate namely Rayees
Ahmad Mir son of Abdul
Rasheed, a resident of Chandhara
Pampore of JeM militant outfit
was apprehended at Mehendi
Kadal and one hand grenade was
recovered from his possession,"
police said.

A case FIR No. 12 of 2021
under relevant Sections of law
has been registered at PS
Anantnag in this regard.

JeM militant module busted

ease surged to 1,02,28,753,
pushing the national COVID-19
recovery rate to 96.66 per cent,
while the COVID-19 case fatality
rate stands at 1.44 per cent.

The COVID-19 active case-
load remained below three lakh.

There are 2,00,528 active
COVID-19 cases in the country
which comprise 1.90 per cent of
the total caseload, the data stated.

India's COVID-19 tally had
crossed 20 lakh on August 7, 30
lakh on August 23, 40 lakh on

September 5 and 50 lakh on
September 16. It went past 60
lakh on September 28, 70 lakh
on October 11, crossed 80 lakh
on October 29, 90 lakh on
November 20 and surpassed the
one-crore mark on December
19.

According to the Indian
Council of Medical Research,
18,78,02,827 samples have been
tested up to January 18 with
7,09,791 samples being tested on
Monday. (PTI)

India records 10,064 new cases

Meanwhile, police and Special
Operation Group (SOG) teams
today took two arrested militants
of Jaish-e-Mohammed outfit to
the International Border (IB) in
Vijaypur sector of Samba district
for identification of the spot from
where they had picked up
weapons dropped by drone by the
Pakistani Rangers which were
recovered from their possession
yesterday in Ramban district.

“The spot has been identi-
fied,’’ sources said, adding it will
be shared with the Border
Security Force (BSF).

As reported today, two Jaish-

e-Mohammed militants arrested
in Ramban district yesterday had
disclosed that they had picked up
the consignment of arms, ammu-
nition and explosives from the
International Border in Vijaypur
sector of Samba district and were
taking it to Kashmir.

They revealed that the
weapons had been dropped at the
International Border by the
Pakistani Rangers using drone

The weapons have been
recovered by Ramban police and
SOG from the possession of
arrested militants, who belonged
to Kashmir.

3 infiltrators killed on LoC in
Khour sector, 4 jawans injured

DIP/J-10254/20
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mark the occasion, Patel said.
He said PM Modi will also

felicitate prominent members of
the Indian National Army (INA),
formed by Bose, and their family
members in Kolkata on Saturday.

An 85-member high-level
committee helmed by PM Modi
has been formed to plan year-
round programmes to mark the
125th birth anniversary of Bose. 

The Minister said 200 Patua
artists from West Bengal will
make a painting on a 400-metre-
long canvas depicting Bose's life.

Petroleum Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan will partici-
pate in a programme in Cuttack,
Odisha, where Bose was born. 

Another programme will be
held in Haripura village in
Gujarat's Surat district where
Bose was elected as president of

the Indian National Congress in
1938.

The Culture Ministry is also
considering building a memorial
in the honour of around 26,000
martyred members of the INA,
Patel said.

"Kadam Kadam Badhaye Ja"
– the regimental quick march of
INA -- will be included in the
Beating Retreat ceremony, he
said, adding Air India will carry
Bose's pictures on its aircraft.

Football tournaments,
marathons, padyatra and "cycle
yatra" will also be organised as
part of the celebration, he said.

Patel said the idea is to inspire
the people of the country, espe-
cially the youth, to act with forti-
tude in the face of adversity as
Netaji did, and to infuse in them a
spirit of patriotic fervour.  (PTI)

Govt declares Neta Ji’s birth
anniversary as ‘Parakram Diwas’

NEW DELHI, Jan 19: 
The Indian Air Force will

deploy its Rafale, Sukhoi and
Mirage 2000 combat jets besides
other key assets in a five-day mega
air exercise with French Air and
Space Force that begins near
Jodhpur tomorrow.

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
said its deployment at the 'Ex-
Desert Knight 21' will also include
IL-78 flight refuelling aircraft as
well as airborne warning and con-
trol system (AWACS).

"The French side will partici-
pate with Rafale, Airbus A-330
Multi-Role Tanker Transport
(MRTT), A-400M Tactical
Transport aircraft," it said, adding
around 175 French personnel will
be part of the exercise. 

The IAF deployment in the
exercise will include Mirage 2000,
Su-30 MKI, Rafale, IL-78 flight
refuelling aircraft and the
AWACS.

The drill is taking place at a
time the IAF has been keeping all
its frontline bases across the coun-
try in a high state of operational
readiness in view of the Sino-India
border row in eastern Ladakh.

"The exercise is unique as it
includes fielding of Rafale aircraft
by both sides and is indicative of
the growing interaction between
the two premier air forces," the
IAF said in a statement.

"As the two detachments com-
mence their air exchange from
January 20 onwards, they will put
into practice operational experi-
ence gained across terrains and
spectrums and endeavour to
exchange ideas and best practices
to enhance interoperability" it said.

The French and Indian Air
Forces have been conducting
'Garuda' exercises for the last sev-
eral years as part of efforts to boost
operational cooperation. So far, six
editions of 'Garuda' have taken
place with the last one being held
in 2019 at Mont-de-Marsan in
France.

"As measures to further the
existing cooperation, the two
forces have been gainfully utilis-
ing available opportunities to con-
duct 'hop-exercises'... Presently,
the French detachment for Ex-
Desert Knight-21 is deployed in
Asia as part of their 'Skyros
Deployment' and will ferry in
forces to air force station Jodhpur,"
the IAF said.

In a boost to its strike capabili-
ty, the IAF received the first batch
of five Rafale jets in July last year,
nearly four years after the
Government inked an agreement
with France to procure 36 of the
aircraft at a cost of Rs 59,000
crore. A second batch of three
Rafale fighter jets joined the IAF
in November. (PTI)

IAF to deploy Rafale, Sukhoi, Mirage
2000 jets in exercise with French air force

Government of Jammu & Kashmir(UT)
Office Of the Administrator
Auqaf Department Jammu

(3rd Floor Hajj House Block-A, Rail Head, Jammu)
Ph. 0191-2479169

Email: adm.auqafjammu@gmail.com
Notification No  01 of 2021,

Dated: 18-01-2021
Sealed bids affixed with Rs. 10/- revenue

stamp along with earnest money in the shape of
CDR/ Demand Draft for the amount of 10% of the
minimum bid fixed (as per the specified terms &
conditions of the Notice) drawn in favour of
Administrator Auqaf Jammu, are invited from the
permanent residents of J&K  for theka of collec-
tion of green sheets and oil at Peer Baba Roshan
Shah Wali (RA), Gumat, Jammu.

The Offers indicating the amount of bid in
words and figures shall reach to office of the
Undersigned on or before  27th day of January,
2021 upto 1500 hrs. and the tenders shall be
opened on the same day at 1530 hrs.  or on any
other convenient date, in presence of the intend-
ing bidders who may like to be present on the
occasion.

The Tender Forms along with the detailed
Terms & Conditions can be obtained from office
of the Undersigned on any working day during
office hours upto 27th day of January, 2021 upto
1300 hrs. against the payment of Rs. 500/- for
each form.

The provisions of the Central Wakafs
Act,1995 read with Wakf (Amendment) Act, 2013
and the rules framed there under shall be appli-
cable as and when the Wakaf Board is constitut-
ed in J&K.

Sd/-
(Mudassir Iqbal) KAS

DIP/J-10268/20 Administrator
Drt: 19-01-2021 Auqaf Deptt. Jammu


