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Vomedh Rangmanch’s presentation
critiques ‘empty nest syndrome’

Lalit Gupta

JAMMU, Mar 17: Staged on
the third day of the ongoing
Festival of Plays 2020-2021, the
Hindi play ‘Mujrim Mein Nahi
Par Mein Hi Hoon’, struck an an
immediate chord with the audi-
ence for its topical relevance and
realistic presentation, at the
Abhinav Theatre, here today.

Vomedh Rangmanch’s pres-
entation, directed by Rohit Bhat
and written by Rakesh Roshan
Bhat, deals with the current issue

Rangmanch at Abhinav Theatre on

Wednesday.

of the ambitious parents who
first, educate their children for
such professions which take their
loved ones to distant cities for
employment and thus leaving
them to suffer from concomitant
realties of the empty nest syn-
drome.

The play revolves around a
widow’s son Vinod Kumar. His
uneducated mother works as a
maid to educate him. Vinod
leaves for green pastures to earn
money, works hard; buys his
mother a house and provides
modern facilities. Visiting her
only on festive occasions, he is
unable to take care of the ailing
and lonely mother. One day, he
is informed by the police that
his mother has passed away.
When he goes to claim the body,
the police inspector accuses
Vinod of the death of his moth-
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er.

Vinod, first negates the
charges of neglect vehemently
but starts suffering from the
guilt that in fact he only was the
real culprit who had neglected
his old and lonely mother. The
petition filed by him in the court
pleading guilty of his mother’s
death is treated humanely by the
learned Judge who helps Vinod
Kumar to get free of his guilt
feeling.

The play, a testimony of the

playwright’s writing craft and
maturity to portray a
socially relevant theme
to stimulate thought
and discussion on the
part of the audience,
came out as a well
designed realistic pro-
duction.
The well-prepared
actors moving with
flow delivered their
lines with feelings.
The use of the light
design in the court
scene, Vinod’s lamen-
tations about the loss
of his mother, the
lawyer’s engaging arguments
for rejection of the petition,
effectively enhanced the artistic
import of presentation.

Among those who per-
formed in the play include
Sunny Majoo as Vinod,
King.C. Bharti as Judge, Rahul
as an advocate, Himangi Moza
as Unnati, Rishab Bambroo as
Constable Sharma, Suman Bhat
as Sangeeta, Rahul Shivam
Koul as Inspector Gupta, Dr
Ramesh Nirrash as an old
Kashmiri Pandit. Costumes by
Bharati Koul, music arranged
by Rohit Bhat and makeup by
Sunny Mujoo, and set and
property by Minakshi Rakesh
Bhat.

Tomorrow,  Rabindranath
Tagore’s story Kabuliwala will
be staged by Viraj Kala Kendra.

FCIK demands increase in filters on
GeM portal for local entrepreneurs

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Mar 17 :
Federation Chamber of Industries
Kashmir President Shahid Kamili
(FCIK) today demanded that the
Government should increase the
filters on GeM portal for local
entrepreneurs to minimum of Rs 2
crore.

He welcomed the issuance of
order by the Finance Department
regarding filters on GeM portal for
local entrepreneurs but suggested
the Government to increase the
local filter cap of minimum of Rs
2 crore.

“It was one of our main
demands which can encourage
and boost local unit holders. We
are thankful to Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, Advisor
Baseer Khan and Financial
Commissioner A K Mehta for
issuing the formal order regarding
local filter,” FCIK President
Shahid Kamili said in a statement.

He, however, said that FCIK
has reservations regarding the cap

mentioned for local entrepreneurs.

“Rs 5 lakh is simply peanuts.
Local filter cap on GeM portal
should be raised to minimum of Rs
2 crore. If the Government is keen
to boost the local industry, then
local filter cap should be hiked. Rs
5 lakh cap won’t help local entre-
preneurs who are already strug-
gling to keep their units running
after bearing the brunt of unfavor-
able conditions over the years,” he
said.

It is encouraging that the
Government through the Finance
Department has directed all its
departments to adhere to the order
and prefer local entrepreneurs.

“The order can prove a shot in
the arm that the industry really
demands to survive and revive
with a local filter cap of at least
minimum of Rs 2 crore”, Kamili
said.

He also asked the Government
to ensure a mechanism is devel-
oped and implemented for equi-
table distribution among all unit
holders in a phased manner.

Randhawa Kick-
starts blacktopping

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 17: Former
MLC, Ch.Vikram Randhawa kick
started blacktopping at Ward No-5
of OId Satwari Panchayat of
Gandhi Nagar Assembly segment
along with DDC member Geetu
Aulakh.

Speaking on the occasion,
Randhawa said that construction
of road was a long pending
demand of the locals and that
demand has been fulfilled.

He also highlighted the major
works taken up in the constituency
in the past six years. He said that
other areas of all wards of Gandhi
Nagar Assembly segment are also
kept on priority and wherever nec-
essary, the development works are
taken up on war footing basis so
that people do not face any prob-
lem regarding infrastructure in
their areas.

He stated that Gandhi Nagar
constituency is moving towards
achieving the status of a Model
Constituency. He mentioned that

more projects are in the pipeline
and will be executed in a time
bound manner.

DDC member, Geetu Aulakh
on the occasion assured the resi-
dents that all their genuine
demands would be looked into on
priority and assured that they will
be forwarded to the concerned
authorities for early approvals and
execution of the works. She also
stated that with the efforts of for-
mer MLC many works were taken
up in the area and the pace of
development will continue in
coming times as well.

Others who were present on
the occasion were Balvinder Singh
(Sarpanch), Sonamdeep Aulakhm
(Sarpanch), Bharat
Bushan(Satwari Mandal presi-
dent), Avtar Singh(Naib
Sarpanch), Mitlesh  Kumari
(Panch), Harpal Singh(Panch),

Capt. (retd) Kehar Singh,
Pitambar Sharma, Madan Mohan,
Pinta, Sunil Kumar, Prithvi Singh,
Rinku Gupta, Vikas Charak etc.

Shiv Sena protests against
rising prices of fuel

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 17: Shiv Sena
JK staged a protest demonstration
today at Bari Brahmana against
the rising prices of fuel and LP
gas.

The protest was led by
Ashwani Gupta, J&K Shiv Sena
president who said that continu-
ously rising prices of fuels and
cooking gas has increased the suf-
ferings of common people.

“It is now an open secret that
BJP Government does not believe
in public welfare but is launching
economic warfare again the pub-
lic,” he claimed.

The protesters urged upon the
Central Government to act
against this and reduce the prices
of fuels and cooking gas as soon

as possible otherwise Shiv Sena
will start agitation.

Shiv Sena Working President,
Rakesh Kak; Chairman, Vipin
Hindu; Vice President, Sanjeev
Kumar, State Secretaries, Mangu
Ram and Jarnail Singh; Vice
President, Pawan Manhas; R.S
Pura President, Sanjeev Sudan;
Mahila Wing President, Mamta
Devi; Ganesh Lal, Shivam Partap
Singh, Raman Kumar, Sunny
Kumar, Sahil Hussain, Dimple,
Tariqg Hussain, Sunil Kumar,
Akshay, Abimanyu, Bola Ram,
Ajeet Singh, Nath Paul, Working
President; Raj Singh, General
Secretary; Ramesh Gupta, Senior
Vice-President; Raju Salaria, Vice
President-cum-Spokesperson
were also present in the protest.

Committee formed to ascertain quality of
rice supplied in north Kashmir

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Mar 17: After hue and cry over the issue of ‘sub-stan-
dard’ rice in north Kashmir’s Baramulla, the District Administration
today ordered the formation of a committee to carry out an inspection to
check whether the grains stored at FCI’s Sangrama godown are fit for
consumption or not.

An order issued here by the Additional Deputy Commissioner,
Baramulla said that the TSO Baramulla-C Circle and TSO Sopore-A
recently intimidated Assistant Director FCS&CA Baramulla that the
food grains (Rice) available at FCI PEG Sangrama, Baramulla which is
being dispatched to different sale outlets of this district is not fit for the
consumption of the people.

“...it has been observed that the quality of food grains (Rice) lying
on the floor of the FCI PEG go-down is usually being dispatched to the
sale outlets of the district Baramulla and there is every apprehension that
the food grains may contain life-consuming infections,” the order said.

The order said that the FCS&CA has also endorsed the statement
made by the TSOs regarding the quality of grains. ... Assistant Director
FCS&CA also endorsed the statement made by the TSOs and also
intimidated that complaints are continuously pouring in from the ration-
ees complaining against the substandard rice available at the sale outlets
and in some instances the rationees have returned back the ration, citing
it substandard.

The order stated that a the committee is formed to carry out the need-
ed inspection of the grains at the godown. “Now, therefore, a committee
with the following composition has been constituted to carry out an in-
depth examination of the matter particularly accentuating on the physi-
cal and chemical inspection of the food grains/Rice lying at FCI PEG
Sangrama Baramulla,” the order said.

The committee includes Programme Officer, ICDS Baramulla
(Chairman), and the members are Assistant Director FCS&CA,
Baramulla, Assistant Controller Legal Metrology, Baramulla, Assistant
Commissioner, Food Safety, Baramulla and Block Medical Officer,
Baramulla.

Furthermore, the order said that the Assistant Director, Stores,
Kashmir is directed not to lift any quantity of food grains/Rice from
FCI PEG Sangrama Baramulla till the committee submits the report to
this office. The committee shall furnish its findings within two days
positively.

Notably, even as the order was issued, the FCI in around 6 trucks
under registration number JK05H4331, JKO5H6173, JKOG5644 and
JK054656 transported 540 quintals more rice to its Kralhar godown for

further distribution.

BJP Govt's anti-poor policies
should be opposed: Tarigami

Excelsior Correspondent

SRINAGAR, Mar 17:
Asserting that BJP Government's
anti-poor, anti-farmer and pro-cor-
porate policies should be unitedly
opposed by both workers and
farmers, CPlI (M) leader,
Mohammad Yousuf Tarigami
today said with the observance of
anti-privatisation Day on March
15, the movement against pro-
posed large scale privatization of
Public Sector Undertakings in
India has entered a new phase.

Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi and the BJP leadership
should come clear on the promise
the party made during its election
manifesto where it had claimed to
offer two crore jobs annually.
Going by the promise the BJP
made, the Central Government

Around dozen
hutments gutted

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 17: Around
dozen hutments were gutted in fire
in Shakti Nagar area here today.

As per police sources, fire
broke out in a hutment probably
due to short circuit in Shakti Nagar
area. The fire spread to adjoining
hutments.

On getting information, police
team rushed to the spot and

* Watch video on

www.excelsiornews.com

informed the Department of Fire
and Emergency Services.

Fire fighters along with ten-
ders reached the spot and doused
the flames. Around dozen hut-
ments were gutted in fire.

No injury or casualty has been
reported in the incident, while the
exact loss could not be ascertained
yet.

Bakshi Nagar Police has taken
cognizance in this regard.

should have offered around 14
crore jobs across the country so far.

But the reality is that the unem-
ployment rate which had been the
worst in 45 years in 2019 is rising
with a speed never seen before.
The Government is totally in
denial  mode and  Modi
Government instead of looking at
providing livelihood to the people
of the country in these difficult cir-
cumstances is hell bent to snatch it
from those who are already in jobs.

At a time when the global
economy was heading for a reces-
sion and exports from India were
bound to fall further, focus on pub-
lic investment and creating
demand and jobs in the economy
was the only way forward. But
instead Modi Government has
gone on privatization spree in the
public sector undertakings which is
going to strip public assets and add
to joblessness.

The 12 nationalised banks in the
country were reduced to four
through mergers by the Union
Government. The privatisation of
banks will lead to stoppage of loans
to the priority sector. “We oppose
privatisation of public sector banks
as it will lead to increase in service
charges and will take banking
beyond the reach of common man
which was the primary objective of
nationalization”, he added.

And the situation in Jammu
and Kashmir is no different than
other parts of the country. The BJP
Government had claimed that
Article 370 was an impediment to
J&K's development and its abroga-
tion will bring investment, jobs and
prosperity to the region.

The unemployment level in
J&K has reached to crescendo.
People are eking out a tough exis-
tence in Kashmir. Daily wagers are
not able to find work to feed their
families. Thousands of businesses
can't pay their staff or keep them on
their rolls, he said.

Masoodi raises issues confronting  BJP MP from HP found dead
education sector in J&K

Excelsior Correspondent

NEW DELHI, Mar 17: The
National Conference Member of
Parliament, Hasnain Masoodi
from Anantnag raised the issues
confronting education sector in
Jammu and Kashmir in Lok
Sabha, seeking proper and effi-
cient implementation of National
Education Policy 2020 on ground
to make benefits reach the benefi-
ciaries.

While participating in discus-
sion on Demand of Grants for
Education, Masoodi expressed
concern over meager two percent
increase in budgetary allocations
for School and Higher Education
emphasizing that the pandemic
Covid-19 confronted education to
new challenges. He e said that the
education sector deserves better
deal and higher allocation.

Masoodi expressed deep con-
cern over drop in enrolment and
increasing dropout rates at middle
and secondary and higher second-
ary rates. He said the School
Education lacks infrastructure
and adequate teaching staff and
infrastructure problems impact
school education in Jammu
Kashmir more than elsewhere as
sub zero temperatures require a
better accommodation.

Depreciating the practice of
using school buildings to house
security forces and as quarantine
centers he said, “There ought to
be a provision for supply of IT

gadgets to students and teachers
to make digital education accessi-
ble at grassroots. The higher edu-
cation continues to be inaccessi-
ble to deprived segments of soci-
ety as new University campuses
and new universities though
announced with much fanfare are
not functional to the optimum
level and provide no relief the stu-
dent community of the particular
area. This apart the strength of
faculty is far less than the mini-
mum,” he said.

Masoodi demanded increase
in the subject areas taught at
South Campus Anantnag and cor-
responding increase in teaching
staff and support staff. He also
sought setting up an independent
KU Campus at Kupwara to cater
requirements of the students from
far flung areas of north Kashmir.
He called for establishment of
University at Kargil stating that
Kargil was being denied
University because of political
reasons though it satisfies the cri-
teria.

Demanding the regulariza-
tion of Assistant Professors
engaged on contractual basis for
successive academic sessions in
universities and colleges, he said
the early regularization would
end their uncertain future.

While welcoming some of the
facets of NEP, he demanded effi-
cient implementation on ground
to make benefit reach the benefi-
ciaries.

People's cooperation
Imperative for dev: Tony

Excelsior Correspondent

RS PURA, Mar 17: Stressing
on people's contribution in realiz-
ing development on ground,
Taranjit Singh Tony, DDC mem-
ber Suchetgarh today said that
participatory role of public is sig-
nificant in changing development
profile of a constituency.

Tony was speaking after
inspecting works of lanes-drains
and a playground at village
Baispur in Suchetgarh.

He said his focus will remain
on harnessing the immense
potential of the constituency in
sports, economic upliftment and
tourism.

"This cannot be achieved
without continued pro-active sup-
port of the people, whose feed-
back has been hugely beneficial
in taking up various issues with
the concerned agencies," he
added.

The DDC member said that
participation in sports can play an
important and positive role in the

health and development of chil-
dren and youth.

"The significance of sports
can be well gauged by looking
into the fact that it prevents
youths from indulging in drug
abuse," he said, adding that there
is dire need to create awareness
on the ill effects of drug abuse
and the damage it causes to fami-
lies and the society as a whole.

He appealed to the youth to
shun the path of drugs and focus
on studies and channelize ener-
gies towards nation building.

Tony appealed to the Director
of Rural Development
Department to provide funds
without any hurdle so that the
development work of playground
will be completed in a time bound
manner.

Sarpanch  Shashi  Kumar,
Panch Darshan Kundal, Naib
Sarpanch Rakesh Singh,
Sarpanch Sham Lal Bhagat,
Sarpanch Talhar, Tilak Raj,
Kasturi, Bittu Singh and I.P Singh
were also present on the occasion.

FC Bhagat meets Kathua
Unit of Kabir Sabha

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 17: President
All J&K Sadguru Kabir Sabha,
F.C Bhagat along with Central
team today met district Kathua
body of the Sabha at its Kathua
headquarter.

During interaction a detailed
discussion was held regarding
activities of the Sabha in Kathua.

Speaking on the occasion, F.C
Bhagat emphasized on education
including creating educational
institutions as individual or com-
munity based, providing health
facilities through community sup-
port and set up Counselling Center

at Panchayat level to educate the
youth about menace of drugs.

The representatives of Kathua
body assured that they will follow
the decision of the Central body
and shall create such atmosphere
where common man feels safe
and secure particularly as far as
the menace of drugs is concerned.

Prominent among those pres-
ent on the occasion were PK
Chouhan, Sabha Chairman
District Kathua, Raj Kumar,
President Kabir Sabha Kathua,
Babu Ram Ex-President,
Ashwani Kumar Block President
Bishnah, Sardari Lal, Diya Ram
and Surider Kumar.
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NEW DELHI/SHIMLA, Mar 17:

BJP MP from Mandi in
Himachal Pradesh Ram Swaroop
Sharma was found hanging from
the ceiling in his official resi-
dence in New Delhi today, police
said.

Delhi Police PRO Chinmoy
Biswal said his body was found
hanging from a ceiling fan. He
was taken to a hospital where
doctors pronounced him dead on
arrival.

Sixty-two-year-old Sharma
had been suffering from various
ailments.

Prima facie, it appears to be a
case of suicide, the police said,
adding that no suicide note was
found from the spot.

An inquiry is underway and
the exact cause of his death will
be ascertained after a post-
mortem examination, the police
said.

Lok Sabha proceedings were
adjourned till 1 pm after an obitu-
ary reference to Sharma.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief at Sharma's
death.

"Shri Ram Swaroop Sharma

was a dedicated leader, who was
always committed to solving peo-
ple's problems. He worked tire-
lessly for the betterment of socie-
ty. Pained by his untimely and
unfortunate demise. My thoughts
are with his family and supporters
in this sad hour. Om Shanti,"
Modi tweeted.

The BJP cancelled its parlia-
mentary party meeting following
Sharma's death and also called off
the joining ceremony of an "emi-
nent" person, who was not
named.

Born at Jalpehar village in
Mandi district on June 10,
1958, Sharma was a two-time
MP.

He was elected to the 16th and
17th Lok Sabha from Mandi par-
liamentary constituency in 2014
and 2019 respectively.

According to the police, a call
was made to the Police Control
Room (PCR) around 7.45 am by
his aide after the Parliamentarian
did not respond to knocks on his
door.

A police team reached the
spot and forcefully open the door
and found Sharma hanging from
a ceiling fan. (PTI)

Committee constituted to organise 40th
Foundation Day of JKNPP: Bhim Singh

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 17: Prof. Bhim
Singh, President, J&K National
Panthers Party today after consulta-
tion with the senior members of the
Working Committee of JKNPP
constituted 11-Member Advisory
Committee which will take care of
organizing 40th Foundation Day of
the Panthers Party.

JKNPP was founded on
March 23, 1982 by a revolution-
ary group of political activists

Prof Bhim Singh while interacting
with media persons.

“The Advisory Committee
includes Angmo Shanoo, former
Director, DD Ladakh and promi-
nent Ladakhi student leader, Anita
Thakur, General Secretary-JKNPP
(Rajouri-Poonch),  Mohammad
Igbal Chowdhary, Vice-President-
JKNPP (Doda), Paramjit Singh
Marshall, Provincial President
(Jammu Province), Advocate Salim
Sheikh (Poonch), Hakim Arif Ali,
State Secretary-Kashmir, Farooq

Ahmed Dar,

— 7= JProvincial
h-' President-
ey Kashmir, Hakikat
Singh  Jamwal,
General Secretary,
- |J&K and Ladakh,
Masood Andrabi,
Vice President-
J K NP P
(Anantnag
Sector), Yashpaul

J&K National Panthers Party leaders inter- Kundal, ex-MLA
acting with media persons at Jammu onand PK Ganju,

Wednesday.

who met at Gandhi Centre at
Jammu under the chairmanship of
Late Sr. Advocate Abdul Ghani
Goni. The Panthers Party was
officially declared and named on
March 23, 1982. This day was
chosen because March 23 is iden-
tified as National Martyrs Day.
This was the day when the great-
est revolutionaries of India’s free-
dom movement Bhagat Singh,
Rajguru and Sukhdev were mar-
tyred by the British rulers”, said

Senior Vice

President”  Prof
Singh said, adding that Captain Anil
Gour (Retd) has been appointed as a
Member-Secretary who has been
authorized to convene any urgent
meeting of the Advisory Board.

In a separate resolution, Gagan
Pratap Singh State Secretary,
Naresh Chib State Secretary, Neeraj
Dewan and Purushottam Parihar
have been appointed as Additional
Members in  the Advisory
Committee, Prof Bhim Singh
informed.

J&K Pensioners & Civil Society
Association projects demands

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Mar 17 J&K
Pensioners and Civil Society
Association, Jammu held a meeting
under the chairmanship of its
President, Ajit Singh Adyal, here
today.

General Secretary of the
Association, ND Sharma was also
present in the meeting.

In the meeting, various
demands like DA, medical
allowance, settlement of disparity
in pension payment of the same
rank and same pay scale for which
the Government has denied the
basic rights of equality to pension-
ers and non-implementation of

Jammu & Kashmir Tourism Development Corporation
In collaboration with Directorate of Tourism & Relief and Rehabhilitation Commissioner (M)
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Minimum Wages Act in the J&K
as per Central Government pattern.

The main demands include set-
tlement of disparity in pension pay-
ments, enhancement in medical
allowance from Rs 300 to Rs 1,000
per month, release of frozen DA by
the Government beyond 17 per
cent payment, implementation of
Minimum Wages Act and full dis-
tribution of Ayushman Health
Insurance scheme cards.

Ajit Singh Adyal urged the
Lieutenant Governor of J&K to
kindly resolve the above mentioned
demands as soon as possible.

Among others who spoke were
SS Jasrotia, NH Malik, JR Gupta,
TR Padha and Prof OP Sharma.
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