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Cabinet approves PM Gati
Shakti National Master Plan
NEW DELHI, Oct 21:
The Union Cabinet on Thursday approved PM GatiShakti
National Master Plan, including implementation, monitoring and
support mechanism, for providing multi-modal connectivity.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on October 13, had launched a
Rs 100 lakh crore national master plan for multi-modal connectivity to develop infrastructure to reduce logistic costs and boost the
economy.
It targets to cut logistic costs, increase cargo handling capacity
and reduce the turnaround time.
An Empowered Group of Secretaries (EGoS) headed by the
Cabinet Secretary and secretaries of 18 ministries as members,
among others, will be set up.

India sees over
18 k new cases
NEW DELHI, Oct 21:
A single-day rise of 18,454
fresh cases pushed India's
COVID-19 tally to 3,41,27,450,
while the number of active
infections rose to 1,78,831,
according to the Union Health
Ministry data updated today.
The death toll from the pandemic climbed to 4,52,811 with
160 new fatalities, showed the
data updated at 8 am.
The daily rise in new
Coronavirus infections has been
below 30,000 for 27 straight
days and less than 50,000 daily
new cases have been reported
for 116 consecutive days now.
The number of active cases
has increased to 1,78,831, comprising 0.52 per cent of the total
infections -- the lowest since
March 2020 -- while the national COVID-19 recovery rate was
recorded at 98.15 per cent, the
highest since March 2020, the
Health Ministry said.
An increase of 733 cases has
been recorded in the active
COVID-19 case count in a span
of 24 hours.
Also, 12,47,506 tests were
conducted on Wednesday, taking the cumulative number of
tests conducted so far for detection of COVID-19 in the country to 59,57,42,218.
The daily positivity rate was
recorded at 1.48 per cent. It has
been less than 3 per cent for the
last 52 days. The weekly positivity rate was recorded at 1.34
per cent. It has been below 3 per
cent for the last 118 days,
according to the Ministry.
The number of people who
have recuperated from the disease surged to 3,34,95,808,
while the case fatality rate was
recorded at 1.33 per cent.
The cumulative doses
administered in the country so
far under the nationwide
COVID-19 vaccination drive
has exceeded 100 crore.(PTI)

Briefing the media regarding the decision, Union Minister Anurag
Thakur said a Multimodal Network Planning Group (NPG) will be
constituted with representation from the heads of the Network
Planning Division from various ministries and departments.
The NPG will be supported by a technical support unit (TSU)
located in the Logistics Division of the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.
The TSU will have domain experts from various infrastructure
sectors, such as aviation, maritime, public transport, rail, roads and
highways, ports, power, pipeline, GIS, ICT, finance/market PPP,
logistics, data analytics, among others.
The EGOS has been mandated to review and monitor the implementation of the PM GatiShakti NMP to ensure logistics efficiency. (PTI)

