
NEW DELHI, Nov 18: 

The Government today pro-
posed a new data privacy law
that allows the transfer and stor-
age of personal data in some
countries while raising the
penalty for violations.

The draft Digital Personal
Data Protection (DPDP) Bill
2022 will be a great relief for
Google, Amazon, Facebook and
other global firms as it replaces

an earlier version that had
alarmed big tech companies
over its stringent restrictions on
cross-border data flows.

The Government will “notify
such countries or territories out-
side India to which a data fiduci-
ary may transfer personal data”,
according to the draft unveiled
on Friday for public feedback.

The new draft will become
law once Parliament approves it.

The proposed legislation stip-
ulates consent before collecting
personal data and provides for
stiff penalties of as much as Rs
500 crore on persons and compa-
nies that fail to prevent data
breaches including accidental dis-
closures, sharing, altering or
destroying personal data.

Companies are allowed to
store the collected data for only
specified periods.

The draft also gives powers to
the Central Government to exempt
state agencies from provisions of
the bill “in the interests of sover-
eignty and integrity of India” and
to maintain public order.

With more than 750 million

internet users and the second-
largest home for mobile phones,
India is a big and growing mar-
ket for tech giants but the previ-
ous privacy rules had riled them.

The draft bill covers person-
al data collected online and digi-
tised offline data. It will also
apply to the processing of per-
sonal data abroad if such data
involves profiling Indian users
or selling services to them.

“The 2022 DPDP Bill has
simplified the proposed data
protection regime and done
away with some contentious
clauses which caused industry
pushback in earlier versions.
Particularly, data mirroring, data
localisation requirements, and
overall compliances appear to
be limited compared to the pre-
vious Bill,” said Rupinder
Malik, Partner at law firm JSA.

The legislative intent, he said,
appears to be tech and IT busi-
ness-friendly, focused on facilitat-
ing cross-border data flows.
“Some aspects that have been
watered down could potentially
reduce overall protection accord-

ed to individual privacy rights.
The positive bit is that the Bill has
been drafted in a simpler manner,
with less ambiguities.”

The new draft legislation comes
in place of the Data Protection Bill,
which was withdrawn by the gov-
ernment in August this year. The
draft is open for public comment till
December 17.

The draft bill requires the
setting up of a ‘Data Protection
Board’ to ensure compliance.
The board will also hear user
complaints.

It requires firms such as
Google and Facebook to be
accountable to a ‘consent man-
ager’ to provide an “accessible,
transparent and inter-operable
platform” to give, manage,
review and withdraw consent.

Users shall have the right to
correct and erase their personal
data.

While the personal data of
children cannot be obtained or
processed without parental con-
sent, the draft law provides that
advertising cannot target children.

Companies of ‘significant’

size — based on factors such as
the volume of data they process
— would be required to appoint
an independent data auditor to
evaluate compliance with provi-
sions of the law.

The provision in the previous
version that gave the Government
powers to ask a company to pro-
vide anonymised personal data and
non-personal data to help target the
delivery of services
or formulate poli-
cies, is not there in
the new draft.

The new draft
raises penalty
amount to up to
Rs 500 crore for
violating provi-
sions. The draft
personal data pro-
tection bill, issued
in 2019, had pro-
posed a penalty of
Rs 15 crore or 4
per cent of the
global turnover of
an entity, which-
ever is higher.
(PTI)

Zomato co-founder Mohit Gupta resigns
NEW DELHI, Nov 18: 

Online food delivery platform Zomato on Friday said its Co-
founder Mohit Gupta has resigned from his post.

Gupta, who had joined Zomato four-and-a-half year back, was
elevated to co-founder in 2020 from the position of CEO of its
food delivery business.

In a message sent to the Zomato which was shared on the BSE by
the company, Gupta said he is "deciding to move on from Zomato to
seek the other unknown adventures that life holds for me".

Zomato said Gupta was not designated as key managerial per-
sonnel under the Companies Act, 2013 and the listing regulations,
while making the voluntary disclosure of his resignation. (PTI)

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2022 (PAGE 16) DAILY EXCELSIOR, JAMMU
PRE-ENGINEERED

ROOMS, HALLS, CABINS
ON ROOF TOP OR
GROUND FLOOR.

SHEDS MADE WITH FIBRE
POLYCARBONATE 

AND COLOUR
COATED GI SHEET 

SUITABLE FOR 
ROOF-TOP GARDEN

BALCONY, CAR PARKING
& STORE

CALL: 7006631551

Govt proposes easier cross-border data transfer rules


