
NEW DELHI, Feb 10:

The Supreme Court on
Friday affirmed the powers of
the Bar Council of India to hold
the All India Bar Examination
(AIBE), a test that a lawyer has
to qualify to practice law in
courts of the country. 

"These are adequate powers to
Bar Council of India (BCI) under
the said act (Advocates Act) to
provide for such norms and rules.
The effect would be that it is left
to the BCI as to what stage the
AIBE is to be held - pre or post
enrolment," said a five-judge
Constitution bench headed by
Justice S K Kaul. 

The court's order came on a
petition which examined several

issues concerning the AIBE,
including at what stage can the
examination be prescribed by
the BCI under the Advocates
Act, 1961.

The bench, also comprising
Justices Sanjiv Khanna, A S
Oka, Vikram Nath, and J K
Maheshwari, had reserved its
verdict in September last year
after hearing arguments in the
matter.

The apex court in March
2016 had observed that one of
the questions that have been
raised for determination was
whether the BCI is competent
to prescribe an examination
post-enrolment of an advocate
as a condition of eligibility for
his continuing to practice at
the Bar.

The apex court had said
that the questions that fall for
determination are of consider-
able importance affecting the
legal profession in general and
need to be authoritatively
answered by a Constitution
bench.

It had thus referred three ques-
tions, including whether pre-
enrolment training in terms of Bar

Council of India Training Rules,
1995 framed under section
24(3)(d) of the Advocates Act,

1961, could be validly prescribed
by the BCI and if so whether the
decision in Sudeer vs Bar Council
of India & Anr requires reconsid-
eration, for consideration by a
five-judge bench. (PTI)
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SC affirms BCI power to hold All India Bar examination

Reliance to invest
Rs 75,000 cr in

UP in 4 yrs
LUCKNOW, Feb 10: 

Billionaire Mukesh Ambani
on Friday announced Rs 75,000
crore investment over the next
four years in expanding the tele-
com network, including roll out
of 5G services, retail and new
energy business in Uttar
Pradesh.

Speaking at the UP Investor
Summit, he said his group's
telecom arm Jio will roll out 5G
services across the state by
December 2023.

Also, the oil-to-telecom
conglomerate will set up 10
GW of renewable capacity and
start a bio-energy business in
the state, he added. (PTI)


